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A. Status of the Fisherices

The Cuban fishing fleet operated in Subareas 3 and 4 of the Northwest Atlantic during
1985, with fisheries directed towards redfish and silver hake. The tectal nominal catch
was 23,509 (metric) tons, the highest in the last 4 vears, mainly due to the very good
results from the silver hake fishery (Table 1).

The fishing operations were carried out by 8 stern trawlers, all belng tonnage class 7.
The fishing effort totalléd 897 fishing days (DF), 1,067 days on ground (DG}, and
10,251 fishing hours (HF), the highest in the last 4 years (Table 2}.

There was no directed fishery for squid in 1985, because they were not found in suffi-

cient abundance in Subareas 3 and 4.
1. Subarea 3

The directed fishery for redfish was carried out in Div, 3M, 3N and 30, totally
cutside the Canadian 200-mile fishing zone. The total catch was 5,120 tons, the
lowest duripng the 1982-85 period (Table 1). Midwarer trawls were used in all divi-
sions. Redfish constituted 91.6% of the total catch in 1985, but the by-catch was

more diverse than in the previcus years.

The nominal catches and percents by specles are shown In Table 4 for the 1982-85
period. .The nominal catches and percents by division are shown in Table 5. The

fishing effort and catch rates by division are given in Tables 2 and 3.

The redfish fishery was carried out during August in Div. 3M, from February to
September (excluding May and June) in Piv. 3¥, and during March, April and Sep-

tember in Div. 30.
2. Subarea 4

The directed fishery in this subarea was for silver hake. The total nceminal catch
was 18,389 tons, the highest in the last 4 years and an increase of 3,126 tons over
the catch in 1984 (Table 1). Cuban vessels began successfully fishing on 1 April,

with very low by-catches of other specles, although dogfish presented a small




problem during the first week.

The best results (in catch) were obtained in June and the catch rates were
highest during April, end of June and beginning of July. The fishing effort
and cateh-per-unit-effort for Subarea 4 are shown in Tables 2 and 3, and the

nominal catches and percents by species are given in Table 6.

B. Special Research Studies

Blological samples were taken for analyses of size composition, maturity, merpho-
metric studies, ageing, and length-welght relationship for silver hake on board

three Cuban vessels, which operated in Div. &W from April to July.

A total of 102 samples were taken, involving 66,011 individual measurements.

The results of this sampling are given in Tables 7-12 and Flg. 1-3.
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Table #2. Fishing Effort per Sub-srea and Division., 1982-1985
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Table #4.

Noeminal catoh per apecims for sab-arose 3.
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138 1983 1984 1985
M. T, % M. T. % M. 1. “ M. T, %
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Haduoek - - 4 .1 7 .3 s .
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