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The total nominal catch by Japanese trawlers (joint ventures included)
from the NAFO waters in 1986 was 11,800 tonnes, a significant increase (38 %)
from 8,500 tonnes in 1985 (Table 1). This is mainly due to increases in the
catches of redfish in Divisions 1E, 3K, 30 and 4Vs, and Greenland halibut in
Division 2J. The catches of Illex in Subareas 3-6 still remained at the lowest

level.

The number of Japanese trawlers operated in the NAFO waters slightly
changed from twelve in 1985 to thirteen in 1986, They were one 3,000, five
2,000, three 1,000, two 500 and two 350 GRT class stern trawlers. Total
fishing effort increased remarkably from 6,000 hours fished in 1985 to 9,800
hours in 1986, The increase occurred in Divisions 1E, 2J, 3K, and 4Vs, as in
the catch. On the other hand, fishing efforts in Subareas 3 and & continued to

decline, because of the reduction in queta allocated.

The main fishing grounds of Japanese trawlers were located on the
continental slopes off West Greenland (Divisions 1EF), Labrador (2J),
Newfoundland (3KMO), and Nova Scotia {(4Vs). Japanese trawlers moved seasonally
among these main fishing grounds, as done in the previous years.

I. Subarea 1

A. Status of the Fisheries

Ten trawlers operated in Divisions 1D-1F sporadically during May~
December and caught about 2,100 tonnes of fish, mostly composed of
redfish, Redfish was taken at depths between 120-360 m. The mesh sizes
of the cod-ends used were 140-160 mm.




B. Special Research Studies

1. Biolugical Studies on Redfish and Greenland halibut

Frozen samples of redfish and Greenland halibut were collected on
board the Japanese commercial vessels operating off East and West
Greenland. Biological measurements of these samples were continued and a
preliminary electrophoretic analysis of enzymes from redfish is being made

at our Laboratory,

I1I. Subarea 2

III.

A. Status of the Fisheries

The fishery directed to Greenland halibut was carried cut in the
waters between 400-750 m deep in Divisions 2HJ during June-December. At
the shallower depths (260-450 m) in Divison 2J, redfish was targeted tco.
The Greenland halibut catch greatly increased from about 60 tonnes in 1985
to 1,200 tonnes in 1986, The mesh sizes of the cod-ends used were 130-140

mm,

Subarea 3

A. Status of the Fisheries

The redfish-directed fishery was carried out between 250-670 m in
Divisions 3K, 3L, 3M, 3N and 30 sporadically all the year round, The
total redfish catch increased from 4,700 tonnes in 1985 teo 5,700 tonnes in
1986, which were taken mainly in Divisions 3K and 30 as in the previous
year. Some fishing operations directed to Greenland halibut werc made at
depths around 500 m in Division 3K, but the result was unsuccessful, The
mesh sizes of the ceod-ends used were 60-90 mm'in Division 30, and 130-140

mm in other Divisions.

IV. Subarea 4

A. Status of the Fisheries

The redfish-directed fishery was carried out in Divisions 4Vn and 4Vs
in March-December. About 1,500 tonnes of redfish were caught at depths

between 250-670 m. The mesh sizes of the cod-ends nsed were 60-90 mm.




V., Subareas 5 and 6

A. Status of the Fisheries

The small-scaled squid-Loligo fishery was carried out along the edge
of the continental shelf (100-160 m} during January-February under the

extremely reduced quota. The mesh sizes of the cod-ends used were 45 mm.
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