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The total nominal catch by Japanese trawlers from the NAFO waters decreased (10%) to 

3,900 tons in 1996 from 4,300 tons in 1995. This was mainly due to a decrease in Greenland 

halibat (19%). The catch of Greenland halibat was down to 2,500 tons in 1996 from 3,100 tons 

in 1995. Part of the Greenland halibat catch (500 tons) were obtained from the joint venture (IV) 

fishery with Canada (Div. OB). The catch of Atlantic redfish was up to 1,200 tons in 1996 from 

850 tons in 1995. There were no fisheries in Subareas 1, 2 or 4 in 1996. There were little 

catches of capelin and Illex in 1996. One of the trawlers conducted a stratified random survey in 

Divs. 2GH. 

The number of Japanese trawlers operated in the NAFO waters decreased to two in 1996 

from three in 1995. They were one 3,000 and one 300 GRT class stem trawlers. Total fishing 

effort increased (5%) to 7,100 hours fished in 1996 from 6,700 hours in 1995. This was mainly 

due to an increase in NAFO regulatory area. 

The fishing grounds of Japanese trawlers were located on the continental slopes off Baffin 

Island (OB), Flemish Pass (3L), Flemish Cap (3M) and Grand banks (30). The fishery off west 

Greenland ceased in 1996. 

I. Subarea 0 

A. Status of the Fisheries 

The directed fishery for Greenland halibat was conducted at depths around 1000 m in Div. 

BB during June to August. The catch of Greenland halibat was 500 tons. Mesh sizes of the 
cod-end used was 140 mm. 

II. Subarea 1 

A. Status of the Fisheries 

The fishery off west Greenland ceased in 1996. 

Subarea 2 

B. Special Research Studies 

tinder the cooperation between Japan and Canada, a stratified random bottom trawl survey 

was conducted by the RN Shinkai Mara in August 1996 in Divs. 2GH. The catch of Greenland 

halibat in this survey was 18.3 tons. The results are reported in a research ducument in this 
meeting. 

IV. Subarea 3 

A. Status of the Fisheries 

The directed fishery for Greenland halibat was conducted mainly in Div. 3L at depths of 

900-1100m all year around. The Greenland halibat catch increased (73%) to 1,900 tons in 1996. 

The redfish directed fishery was conducted in Divs. 3M0 during February and September-

October. Of the total 1,200 tons of Japanese redfish catch, about 60% was obtained in Div. 3M. 
Mesh sizes of the cod-end used were 130-140 mm. 
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