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Abstract  

A length-based stock synthesis statisktical framework was applied to provide a quantitative assessment of 
the northern shrimp (Pandalus boralis) in Divisions IIIa and IV East (Skagerrak, Northern North Sea in the 
Norwegian Deep).  

 

The model diagnostics of the assessment showed no major problems and were in line with the assessment of 
the benchmark 2016. The residuals of the proportion-at-length of the commercial fleet and survey were 
generally small with no apparent year or cohort effects. Model retrospective analyses showed that the SSB 
and R have been overestimated and F underestimated the last years.  

 

Spawning stock biomass (SSB) decreased from a high level of 19780 tons in 2008 to the time series' low of 
5800 t in 2014, then to increase slightly in 2015, but decrease again to 7100 tons in 2016.  This is lower than 
MSY Btrigger  of 9900 tons, but greater than Blim of 6300 tons. The stock has experienced a series of low 
recruitment years between 2008 and 2016, with the exeption of  the high 2013 year class. Fishing mortality 
decreased from 0.94 in 2014, which was the highest value of the time series, to the second highest value of 
0.78 in 2015.  Consequently, the stock is currently exploited at a greater level than Fmsy of 0.62. 

 

Background  

This stock was benchmarked in January 2016 (ICES 2016) when it  was decided that a length based stock 
systhesis statistical framework should replace the surplus production model (Hvingel 2015) used  since 
2013, to assess status of the stock and form the basis for advice. Also reference points presented below were 
defined at the 2016 benchmark (ICES 2016). 

 

Model  description and configuration  

A thorough description of the catch data, tuning index, biological information and a description of the stock 
synthesis model (SS3) and its configuration can be found in the stock annex produced during the benchmark 
2016 (ICES 2016, for a link see the references section; see also the benchmark report (ICES 2016) for a model 
description and SCR Documents 16/53,56 and 57 for a description of the data used).  
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A summay of the data used in the model and the model settings can be found in Fig. 1 and Table 1, respecitvely. 
Whereas the assessment formally includes the 2016 year through estimated catches for this year and the 
survey index from the beginning of the year, the assessment results are interpreted as providing information 
on stock development up to January 1st 2016, i.e. not for the  year 2016. Moreover, the survey does not provide 
information on the 2016 year class, for which abundance is unknown.   

 

Model performance  

Model convergence, log-likelihood values, number of parameters near bounds and estimates of the biological 
parameters for the final model are presented in Table 2. The modelled catches fitted well with the observed 
catches by quarter (Fig. 2). The predicted abundances similarly matched the observed survey indices, with the 
exeption of year 2016 (Figs. 3 ɀ 5), due to a large decline in the survey index this year. The model estimates 
also fitted well to the observed length-compositions averaged over the time series, and when fitted on a yearly 
basis, for the commercial fleet and the surveys (Figs. 7 ɀ 9). The residuals of the proportion-at-length of the 
commercial fleet and surveys were generally small, with no apparent year or cohort effects (Fig. 10). The 
model retrospective analyses of SSB, R and F show that the model overestimated the SSB and R the last three 
and five years respectively, and underestimated F the last two years (Figs. 14 ɀ 16).  The likely reason for this 
is that the large 2013 year class was unexpectedly not detected as a large number of 3 year old individuals  in 
the survey 2016.  The estimated fishery selectivity-at-length for the commercial fleet and for the surveys are 
shown in Fig. 6.  

 

Sensitivity analysis 

The benchmark in 2016 (ICES 2016) recognized the uncertainty in the current assumption of M = 0.75 to the 
assessment, which is based on estimates from the Barents Sea in the 1990s (Barenboim et al.1991), and 
recommended that the sensitivity of model outputs and catch advice to the specifications of M should be 
explored. Preliminary sensitivity analyses of the assessment model regarding different levels of M carried out 
at the current NIPAG meeting, showed that M = 0.90 does not change the perception of the current level of F 
and SSB relative to the reference points of Fmsy and Bpa compared with M = 0.75 (base model; Fig. 17). Using M 
= 0.90, the SSB in 2017 will still be under Blim (the new Blim) at the current level of catches, indicating that  the 
advice is rather robust to the assumption of M , within this range. However, shrimp in the North 
Sea/Skagerrak are considered to have a lifespan of only about half of that of shrimp in the Barents Sea and it 
is therefore likely that M could be substantially higher and outside the 0.75-0.90 range explored. Previous 
analyses of different M-assumptions for this stock (SCR 14/66) provide support for this hypothesis. NIPAG 
was not in a position at this meeting to fully explore the sensitivity to the M assumption used and stresses the 
importance of further investigations to be conducted no later than during the proposed benchmark in 2018-
19. 

 

Assessment results  

The spawning stock biomass (SSB) has been variable over the assessment period 1988 to 2016 (Fig. 11). 
Since 2008, when SSB was 19780 tons, and which is the second highest SSB estimate/value of the time series, 
the stock decreased to the time series' low of 5800 tons in 2014. The stock then increased slightly in 2015, 
but decreased again to 7100 tons in 2016. 

 
The recruitment (R) has, similarly to the SSB, been variable over the assessment period 1988 to 2015 (Fig. 12). 
A series of low recruitment years between 2008 and 2015, with the exception of year 2013, should be noted. 
During this period of low recruitment the estimates of SSB were also for some years historically low and below 
Blim (Fig. 17). The uncertainties around the estimate of recruitment in 2015 is large. The reason for this is that 
the model has not yet seen the recruits in the fishery data (data until 2015), only in the survey data (January 
2016). 
 
Fishing mortality (F) for ages 1 to 3 remained relatively stable since the beginning of the 1990s to about 2010 
(Fig. 13). After 2010, F increased steeply to 0.94 in 2014, which is the highest value of the time series, to the 
second highest value of 0.78 in 2015. The stock is consequently exploited at a greater level than the Fmsy of 
0.62. (Fig. 17).  
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A summary of the reference points determined at the benchmark (ICES 2016) is presented in Table 3.  

 

Quality of the assessment  

The benchmark that took place in January 2016 (ICES 2016) agreed on a quarterly length-based model as the 
basis for the assessment and the provision of catch advice for this Pandalus stock. The length-based model is 
considered preferable to the previous surplus production model because it makes more use of the available 
data, including using observed lengths and a quarterly time step to achieve a better representation of the 
population structure and dynamics. The length-based model is able to better take into account year-to-year 
changes in recruitment and how these changes influence catch options in the short term. 

 

Input data are considered to be of good quality. However, the survey time series has not been standardised for 
variability in factors such as swept volume, spatial coverage and trawling speed, which might add uncertainty 
to the stock estimates. Moreover, the survey indicated a large decline in biomass in 2016, which is not 
observed in the lpue of the Swedish, Norwegian and Danish fleets.  

 

The assessment and the derived advice depend on the assumption of natural mortality. However, exploration 
conducted during the benchmark suggests that M might be larger than assumed in the current model.  

 

Blim was set to Bloss, however, recruitment estimates suggest that large year classes could be produced at levels 
of SSB close to Bloss and therefore Blim might be overestimated. The values below Blim in the 2016 assessment is 
due to the SSB curve being shifted slightly downwards compared to in the benchmark assessment, and that the 
reference points are not updated 

 

Discarding practices in the Norwegian fishery are unknown, and Norwegian discards have been estimated by 
applying the Danish discard ratio to Norwegian data. 

 

Catch options  

The basis for the catch options are as follows: 

 

Variable Value Source Notes 

F2016 1.53 ICES (2016) 
Corresponds to the assumed catch in 

2016. 

SSB2016 7077 t ICES (2016) 
 

R2016 
6838538 

thousands 
ICES (2016) GM 2006ɀ2015 

Catch (2016)* 12842 t ICES (2016) 
Equal to projected landings 2016 plus 
estimated discards. 

Landings (2016)** 11085 t ICES (2016) Projected landings 2016 

Discards (2016) 1757 t ICES (2016) 
Average discard rate in 2013ɀ2015 
(12.5%) 

* Equal to projected landings corrected for weight loss due to on-board boiling, and with estimated discards 
added. 

** Swedish projected landings 2016 are recorded landings corrected by applying a factor of 1.13 to boiled 
landings to correct for weight loss due to on-board boiling. Danish and Norwegian projected landings 2016 are 
not corrected for boiling. 
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The catch options as presented in the ICES advice are as follows: 

 

Rationale 
Catch 

(2017)  
Wanted catch* 

(2017)  
Basis F catch (2017) SSB (2018) 

%SSB 
change  ̂

%TAC 
change^  ̂

MSY 
approach 

2840 2485 Blim  in 2018 0.30 6310 129 -84 

Zero catch 0 0 F = 0 0 8054 192 -100 

Other 
options 

5146 4503 FMSY 0.62 4991 81 -71 

1725 1509 
F = FMSY x (SSB2017/ MSY 

Btrigger) 
0.17 6981 153 -90 

9406 8230 F2016 1.53 2875 4 -48 

* Ȱ7ÁÎÔÅÄ ÃÁÔÃÈȱ ÉÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅ ÓÈÒÉÍÐ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÌÁÎÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÂÓÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %5 ÌÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÂÌÉÇÁÔÉÏÎȟ 
and has been calculated based on the average discard rates in 2013ɀ2015 (12.5%). 

^ SSB 2018 relative to SSB 2017. 

^^ Wanted catch 2017 relative to TAC 2016. 

 

An extended set of catch options can be found in Annex 1.   

 

At the benchmark in January 2016, a new assessment method and new reference points were agreed. The new 
assessment model is better able to capture year-to-year changes in stock abundance, in particular in 
connection with the variable recruitment, and this had substantial impact on the resulting short-term forecast 
for 2016, which was revised in March 2016.  

 

While there are some differences in assessment results in the present advice compared with the advice issued 
in October 2015 (i.e. when the production model was used for the assessment) the development of the stock 
over time as estimated by the current assessment is rather similar to that derived from the production model. 
The main difference lies in the re-calculation of the reference points, which has resulted in a change in the 
perception of stock status relative to these reference points.  

 

The 2016 assessment conducted during the benchmark indicated that the stock was below MSY Btrigger  in 2015 
and was projected to be above MSY Btrigger  in 2016. The current advice indicates that fishing mortality in 2015 
and 2016 is much larger than FMSY and that the biomass is below MSY Btrigger . This change in the perception of 
the stock status is caused by the downward revision of the 2013 year class in the 2016 survey and in the 
current assessment. 

 

Due to the current low level of the SSB, and the fact that the fishery is dependent on the incoming year class, in 
combination with the uncertainty in the magnitude of the decline of the survey estimate between 2015 and 
2016, ICES consider that the assessment and the advice should be updated in the beginning of the 2017 after 
the results of the 2017 survey will be available. 
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ICES 2016 Stock annex:  

 

The stock annes ÉÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ )#%3 ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ 0ÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ 4ÙÐÅ ȰStock AnnexesȱȢ 5ÓÅ ÔÈÅ 
search facility to find a particular Stock Annex, refining your search in the left-hand column to include the year, 
ecoregion, species, and acronym of the relevant ICES expert group. 

34/#+ 
)$ 

34/#+ .!-% ,!34 
50$!4%$ 

,).+ 

ÐÁÎÄͺ3! 0ÁÎÄÁÌÕÓ ÉÎ 3ËÁÇÅÒÒÁË ÁÎÄ .ÏÒ×ÅÇÉÁÎ $ÅÅÐ ɉ)#%3 $ÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ )))Á 
ÁÎÄ )6Á %ÁÓÔɊ 

*ÁÎÕÁÒÙ 
ςπρφ 

0ÁÎÄÁÌÕÓ 

 

  

http://tinyurl.com/qdvs2zo
http://tinyurl.com/gt8zl89
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Table 1 . Settings and results of the final SS3 assessment model. The table columns show: number of 
estimated parameters, the initial values (from which the numerical optimization is started), the 
intervals allowed for the parameters, and the value estimated by maximum likelihood. Parameters 
in bold were set and not estimated by the model. No priors were used on any parameter. 

 

PARAMETER NUMBER ESTIMATED 
INITIAL 

VALUE BOUNDS (LOW,HIGH) 
VALUE 

(MLE) 

Natural mortality      

M  0.75   

Stock and recruitment     

Ln(R0) 1 6 (3,30) 16.19 

Steepness (h)  0.99   

2ÅÃÒÕÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÖÁÒÉÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ɉʎ2Ɋ  0.60   

Ln (Recruitment deviation): 1981ɀ
2014 

35    

Recruitment autocorrelation  0   

Growth     

Linf (cm) 1 2.9 (2,4) 2.82 

k 1 0.39 (0.20ɀ0.50) 0.43 

L at minimum age (0.001 years) t0 1 0 (0,4) 0.06 

CV of young individuals 1 0.20 (0.005ɀ0.40) 0.13 

CV of old individuals 1 0.05 (0.005ɀ0.40) 0.03 

Weight-(kg) at-length (cm)     

A  0.0016   

B  2.7532   

Maturity      

Length (cm) at 50% mature  1.8   

Length (cm) at 95% mature  1.9   

Initial fishing mortality      

Commercial trawl fleet 1 0.1 (0,4) 2,12 

     

Catchability and selectivity 
(logistic)  

    

Commercial trawl fleet     

Time-invariant length-based 
logistic selectivity 

2 

the parameters are L50%sel and 
L95%sel-L50%sel (in cm) 

1,1 (0,4.5) (1.63,0.35) 

Norway survey (1988ɀ2002)     

Ln(Q) ɀ catchability 1 - (0,1) 0.003 



7 

 

PARAMETER NUMBER ESTIMATED 
INITIAL 

VALUE BOUNDS (LOW,HIGH) 
VALUE 

(MLE) 

Extra variability added to input 
standard deviation 

1 0 (0,1) 0.13 

Time-invariant length-based 
logistic selectivity 

2 

the parameters are L50%sel and 
L95%sel-L50%sel (in cm) 

1,1 (0,4.5) for both 
parameters 

(1.93,0.80) 

Norway survey (2004ɀ2005)     

Ln(Q) ɀ catchability 1 - (0,1) 0.003 

Extra variability added to input 
standard deviation 

1 0   

Time-invariant length-based 
logistic selectivity 

2 

the parameters are L50%sel and 
L95%sel-L50%sel (in cm) 

1,1 (0,4.5) for both 
parameters 

(1.45,0.35) 

Norway survey (2006ɀ2015)     

Ln(Q) ɀ catchability 1 - (0,1) 0.001 

Extra variability added to input 
standard deviation 

1 0 (0,1) 0.16 

Time-invariant length-based 
logistic selectivity 

2 

the parameters are L50%sel and 
L95%sel-L50%sel (in cm) 

1,1 (0,4.5) for both 
parameters 

(1.49,0.58) 

 

Table 2. Results of the SS3 assessment model. Model convergence, total log-likelihood (MLE), length-
frequency distributions log-likelihood (LFD), survey index log-likelihood (CPUE), recruitment 
deviations log-likelihood (Recr dev) and number of parameters near bounds.  

 

#/.6%2'%.#% 4/4!, ,%.'(4 #/-0 3526%9  

#05% 

2%# $%6 0!2!  

.%!2 "/5.$3 

πȟπππςςπυ ρτωȟχωχ ρχφȟωφφ -ρχȟψωτψ -ωȟστψτς π 
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 Table 3.  SS3 final model with quarterly time-step. Summary of the assessment.  

9%!2 2%#  

ɉ!'% πɊ 

4(/53!.$3 

" 4/4!, *!.5!29 ρ 
ɉ4/.Ɋ 

33" *!.5!29 

ρ 

ɉ4/.Ɋ 

#!4#(  

ɉ4/.Ɋ 

&  

ɉρ-ςȢυ #-Ɋ 

& 

ɉρ-σ 9%!23Ɋ 

ρωψψ ψφρψφυπ ςτωως ρσπχχ ρςρχχ πȢυτ πȢφς 

ρωψω ρςςςσφππ ςπωτφ ψφωυ ρρςτω πȢφψ πȢχχ 

ρωωπ ρςχωψσππ ςτρωχ χπττ ρπςσω πȢυς πȢυψ 

ρωωρ ωςπωφςπ σρυπψ ρπσπς ρρυωυ πȢτρ πȢτφ 

ρωως ρχπςρσππ σσχυτ ρτυψψ ρσπψρ πȢτ πȢτυ 

ρωωσ ψψωσςτπ σχφρφ ρτψωρ ρςχυσ πȢσψ πȢτσ 

ρωωτ ρπτυψςππ σωφωω ρχρφψ ρρυτω πȢςψ πȢσρ 

ρωωυ ρστωφωππ σχψτω ςπστς ρσσφρ πȢσφ πȢτρ 

ρωωφ ρτφψωωππ σχςτυ ρφτφρ ρτρτω πȢτς πȢτχ 

ρωωχ χττωςψπ τπρχρ ρυωρψ ρυπχτ πȢτρ πȢτφ 

ρωωψ ωωπωχυπ σχπωω ρχψςτ ρυυπτ πȢτσ πȢτω 

ρωωω ωσσωρψπ σπυςχ ρυσψσ ρρςυτ πȢσω πȢττ 

ςπππ ωπυτςχπ ςωφρπ ρςωωφ ρρπσψ πȢσω πȢττ 

ςππρ ρφςςρχππ ςψωψφ ρςωωτ ρρσςψ πȢτς πȢτχ 

ςππς ρπττυπππ στρρτ ρςσχυ ρςτχτ πȢτρ πȢτχ 

ςππσ ρσυπχςππ σψππψ ρυρχχ ρσψσφ πȢσχ πȢτς 

ςππτ ωςψσσχπ σψφωυ ρχφςω ρυωυς πȢτφ πȢυρ 

ςππυ ρφψχψτππ συσψς ρυψςω ρτςπψ πȢτς πȢτχ 

ςππφ ρρψπφσππ σχχτρ ρυπχω ρτςφψ πȢττ πȢτω 

ςππχ ρρςςρωππ τπωρπ ρφςψω ρσυυς πȢσσ πȢσψ 

ςππψ υπωψχχπ τπςρς ρωχχφ ρσυυτ πȢστ πȢσψ 

ςππω τυτχφψπ σςψφυ ρψσψω ρρυσω πȢστ πȢσψ 

ςπρπ τωσπυππ ςσσφτ ρτφσψ ψσςχ πȢσυ πȢτ 

ςπρρ χψρτφςπ ρψπςσ ωχρω ωπττ πȢυψ πȢφχ 

ςπρς υφρψφωπ ρφυωχ υωτρ ψψςς πȢφψ πȢχχ 

ςπρσ ρςχςπφππ ρφφψσ υψρσ ωςψψ πȢφψ πȢχφ 

ςπρτ υςπτωτπ ςρπυψ υχυψ ρςστρ πȢψτ πȢωτ 

ςπρυ υπχωχςπ ςπωωρ χρχρ ρςρφς πȢφω πȢχψ 

ςπρφ .! .! χπχχ .! .! .! 
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Table 4. Summary of the reference points determined at the benchmark in 2016 (ICES 2016).  

 Type Value Technical basis 

MSY 

Approach 

MSY Btrigger 9900 t 5th percentile of equilibrium distribution of SSB when fishing at FMSY, 
constrained to be no less than Bpa 

FMSY 0.62 F that maximises median equilibrium yield (defining yield as the total 
catch) 

Precautionary 

Approach 

Blim  6300 t Bloss (lowest observed SSB) 

Bpa 9900 t Blim  ɕ ÅØÐɉρȢφτυ ɕ ʎɊȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ  ʎ Ѐ πȢςχ 

Flim  1.00 F that leads to 50% probability of SSB < Blim  

Fpa 0.68 Flim  * exp(- ρȢφτυ ɕ ʎɊȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ʎ Ѐ πȢςσ 

 

 

 
Fig. 1.  Data by type and year for each fleet and survey used in the SS3 model of the northern shrimp in the 

northern part of ICES Division IIIa (Skagerrak) and the eastern part of Division IVa (Norwegian 
Deep). 
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Fig. 2.  Observed and fitted catches (in tons) in the SS3 final model by quarter. Observed data are colour 

coded as follows: Quarter 1: red, Quarter 2: green, Quarter 3: blue, Quarter 4: sky blue.       

 

 
 

Fig. 3.  Predicted abundances (blue line) and observed survey index (dots) with estimated 95% probability 
intervals of the survey index (first survey period).   
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Fig. 4.  Predicted abundances (blue line) and observed survey index (dots) with estimated 95% probability 
intervals of the survey index (second survey period).   

 

 
Fig. 5.  Predicted abundances (blue line) and observed survey index (dots) with estimated 95% probability 

intervals of the survey index (third survey period).   
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Fig. 6.  Fishery selectivity-at-length estimated for the commercial fleet and for the surveys in the SS3 

model.  

 

 
Fig. 7.  Average model fits to the length-composition data estimated for the commercial fleet and for the 

surveys (shown as observed and predicted length-frequency distributions, averaged across of all 
data years) for the SS3 model.  
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Fig. 8a.  Yearly model fits to the length-composition data estimated for the commercial fleet  (shown as 

observed and predicted length-frequency distributions by year) for the SS3 model.  

 
Fig. 8b.  Yearly model fits to the length-composition data estimated for the commercial fleet  (shown as 

observed and predicted length-frequency distributions by year) for the SS3 model.  
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Fig. 9a.  Yearly model fits to the length-composition data estimated for the first survey period (shown as 

observed and predicted length-frequency distributions by year) for the SS3 final model. 

 

 
Fig. 9b.  Yearly model fits to the length-composition dada estimated for the second survey period (shown as 

observed and predicted length-frequency distributions by year) for the SS3 final model. 
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Fig. 9c.  Yearly model fits to the length-composition dada estimated for the third survey period (shown as 

observed and predicted length-frequency distributions by year) for the SS3 final model. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 10. Pearson residuals for the proportions-at-length in the commercial fleet and surveys of the SS3 final 
model. 
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Fig. 11. Time trajectories of spawning biomass (January 1st) +/ - 1 standard deviation of the estimates as 
estimated by the model.  

 
Fig. 12. Time trajectories of (age 0) recruitment (January 1st) +/ - 1 standard deviation of the estimates as 

estimated by the model.  
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Fig. 13. Time trajectories of  fishing mortality (ages 1-3) estimated by the model.  

 

 

 
 

Fig. 14. Retrospective analysis of the SS3 model: SSB (January 1).  
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Fig. 15. Retrospective analysis of the SS3 model: Recruitment (age 0 abundance on January 1).   

 

 
Fig. 16. Retrospective analysis of the SS3 model: F(ages 1-3).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


