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Who We are
• Marine Environmental Data Section (MEDS) is the Canada’s 

National Oceanographic Data Center (CNODC) under the 
International Oceanographic Data and Information 
Exchange.  

• MEDS is responsible for acquiring, quality control, 
disseminating and preserving ocean data collected by DFO. 

• Reported annually to NAFO (formerly ICNAF) since 1963

• NAFO’s Regional Environmental Data Center since 1973

• Transmission of near real-time data on the Global 
Telecommunication System of WMO of operational 
oceanography

• Mixed data center: centralized databases (ocean profiles, 
tides and water levels, waves, Argo, drifting Buoys, gliders) + 
data management coordination (moorings, Viking buoys)



2024- Autonomous Platforms 

observations



2024 Ship Observations



Ship observations prior 

to 2024

Data processed in 2024/2025



2024 Surface/near-surface 

observations

*Data formatted for real-time transmission on the GTS



Modernization efforts

WIS 2.0 – WMO information System, 

https://community.wmo.int/en/GTS_WIS2_Transition_Guidance



Highlights

• In general,  the number of oceanographic profiles collected by 

autonomous platforms (Argo, Mooring) and  ship (CTD, XBT) increased in 

2024. 

• Surface and near-surface observations from ships, drifting buoys, and 

fixed platforms decreased, except for observations from moored buoys.

• The number of water level gauges remained unchanged.

• Data Access:

• https://www.meds-sdmm.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/isdm-gdsi/program/index-eng.html

• https://cioosatlantic.ca/data-tools/
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