
In all correspondence 
please refer to: 

NAFO/22-092 

10 March 2022 

TO: All Contracting Parties;  
Representatives of STACTIC; and 
Chairs of Commission and STACTIC 

Dear Colleagues, 

Subject: Provisional Agenda – NAFO STACTIC Intersessional meeting, 09–12 May 2022 

Further to NAFO/22-049 of 08 February 2022 and pursuant to Rule 4.1 of the NAFO Rules of Procedure: 
Commission, please find enclosed the provisional agenda for the NAFO Standing Committee on 
International Control (STACTIC) Intersessional meeting taking place 09–12 May 2022.  

The above-mentioned meeting is scheduled to take place in-person in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. 
However, the format of the meeting will be discussed, in consultation with the STACTIC Chair, as we 
continue to monitor the current conflict between two Contracting Parties and the pandemic with resulting 
travel restrictions. The exact meeting dates and times are to be confirmed based on the meeting format.  

All relevant meeting documentation will be accessible on the NAFO Meetings SharePoint 
(https://meetings.nafo.int/stactic/) as it becomes available.  

We kindly ask your assistance in providing this information to the members of your meeting delegation. 
Thank you for your attention to this matter.  

Yours sincerely, 

Fred Kingston  
Executive Secretary 

FK:ll 

Enclosed: Provisional Agenda (05 pgs.) 

https://meetings.nafo.int/stactic/


 2 

NAFO Standing Committee on International Control (STACTIC) Intersessional meeting 
09–12 May 2022 (To Be Determined) 

Provisional Agenda 

1. Opening by the Chair, Kaire Märtin (European Union) 

The meeting will be opened by the Chair, Kaire Märtin (European Union). 

2. Appointment of Rapporteur 

3. Adoption of Agenda 

4. STACTIC Participation 

It was agreed at the 2021 Annual Meeting that Canada, the European Union, Japan, and the United 
States of America and any other interested Contracting Parties would continue working on the draft 
proposal for Rules of Procedure for STACTIC Participation for presentation at this meeting. 

The Secretariat compiled and circulated all relevant NAFO texts that form the basis of the current, 
ad hoc procedure regarding STACTIC Participation in STACTIC WP 22-01 for further discussion at 
this meeting. 

5. Annual Compliance Review, 2021 

The compilation of the fishing reports is part of the process of the Annual Compliance Review 
conducted by STACTIC in accordance with Rule 5.1(e) of the NAFO Rules of Procedure: Commission.  

Under this agenda item, the NAFO Secretariat will present draft compilation, including the latest 
profiles and trends of fisheries in the NAFO Regulatory Area, and the apparent infringements of 
vessels and the follow-up actions.  

Contracting Parties will be invited to review the draft compilation for completeness and accuracy 
and provide comments and guidance on the draft Annual Compliance Review. 

6. Review of Article 30 of the NAFO CEM 

In accordance with Article 30.19, STACTIC is required to review the Observer Program in 2022. The 
Secretariat will prepare a report on the implementation of Article 30 for discussion at this meeting. 
As per recommendation of CESAG (COM-SC Doc 21-02), STACTIC may consider the Best Practices 
document as outlined in COM-SC WP 21-01 Revised in its review. 

Also, at the 2021 Annual Meeting, STACTIC agreed to develop a reporting template for the data 
submission requirements under Article 30.6(e) at this meeting. 

7. New and pending proposals on enforcement measures: Possible revisions of the NAFO CEM 

This is a regular agenda item where new and pending proposals on enforcement measures are 
deliberated. 
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At the 2021 Annual Meeting, the Commission advised that the discussions relating to the regulation 
of research activities (NAFO CEM, Article 4) should continue at this meeting, in consultation with the 
Scientific Council. 

Three other proposals were deferred at the 2021 Annual Meeting and could be discussed under this 
agenda item. The first from the United States of America relates to improving data collection of the 
bycatch of sea turtles, sea birds and marine mammals (STACTIC WP 21-51 Rev. 3). The second, also 
from the United States of America, is a proposal for additional trial tow opportunities (STACTIC WP 
21-54 Rev. 2), and the third from Japan is a proposal for a trial tow squid fishery (STACTIC WP 21-
56). 

8. Practical application of Port State Measures in NAFO 

At the 2021 Annual Meeting, it was agreed to continue discussion on the practical application of port 
State measures at this meeting. 

The Secretariat also agreed to provide an update on the electronic PSC process in NAFO at this 
meeting. 

9. Marking of gears 

At the 2021 Annual Meeting, it was agreed to continue discussions on the marking of gears at this 
meeting. This item was discussed by the EDG and will be addressed under agenda item 11. 

Contracting Parties also agreed to provide information on their domestic implementation of the “FAO 
Voluntary Guidelines on the Marking of Gears” to the Secretariat in advance of this meeting. 

10. NAFO MCS website and application development 

The Secretariat will provide an update on feedback received by the European Union on the MCS 
Website. A status update on the Observer application will also be provided. 

11.  Report and Recommendations of the Editorial Drafting Group (EDG) 

The STACTIC EDG met virtually in November 2021 to complete the work forwarded to it by STACTIC 
at the 2021 Annual Meeting. The EDG will provide its report (STACTIC WP 21-57) and 
recommendations under this agenda item including suggested edits to Article 13.10(a), as outlined 
in STACTIC EDG WP 21-04, as well as the caption of Annex I.A in consideration of the inclusion of 
Alfonsinos in Subarea 6 in the quota. 

The EDG also agreed to work intersessionally with the goal of bringing a proposal for article revisions 
for where “fly its flag” occurs in the NAFO CEM to this meeting (STACTIC EDG-WP 21-04). 

It was further agreed that Article 13.15 and the Abandoned, lost, or otherwise discarded fishing gear 
map presented in STACTIC WP 21-39 be reviewed at this meeting prior to posting it to the NAFO 
public website. 

12. Half-year review of the implementation of new NAFO CEM measures 

The NAFO Secretariat will report on its experience in the implementation of binding measures 
adopted by the Commission at the 2021 Annual Meeting, which came into force in January 2022 
(NAFO/21-262 dated 06 December 2021). 
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13. Review and evaluation of Practices and Procedures 

It was agreed that this be a standing agenda item with the intention of providing Contracting Parties 
with the opportunity to share domestic Practices and Procedures. Contracting Parties are 
encouraged to continue to submit relevant documents to the Secretariat to augment the NAFO 
Members’ pages. The Secretariat will also provide a list of all information currently available. 

14. Review of current IUU list pursuant to NAFO CEM, Article 53 

The IUU list will be reviewed in accordance with Article 53 (IUU Vessel List) of the NAFO CEM 
including discussion on the inclusion of the vessels on the NEAFC IUU B-list in NAFO’s Provisional IUU 
Vessel List. 

At the 2021 Annual Meeting, it was agreed that Contracting Parties would provide comments 
through the Secretariat, in advance of this meeting, on the draft proposal for the inclusion of other 
RFMO IUU vessel lists on the NAFO IUU list outlined in STACTIC WP 21-55 as drafted by Norway, the 
European Union and the United States of America. 

The Secretariat will provide an update of the recent initiative of the International MCS Network 
(IMCS) “Advancing RFMO IUU Vessel List Utility” in which the NAFO Secretariat has agreed to 
participate. The initiative strives to “more efficiently coordinate and increase the overall utility of 
RFMO IUU Vessel Lists by improving the ability of RFMOs to receive near real-time information 
from other RFMOs’ IUU Vessel Lists”. 

15. Bycatch and discards 

Under this agenda item, control elements that would be necessary for NAFO to adopt a landing 
obligation policy, and measures on discards as outlined in STACTIC WP 21-53 will be 
discussed. 

16. Discussion of data classification and access rights 

The issue of the Abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear map, which was initially 
discussed under this agenda item, is being discussed under agenda item 11 “Report and 
Recommendations of the Editorial Drafting Group (EDG)”. 

Contracting Parties agreed to provide feedback on their Practices and Procedures documents in 
advance of this meeting to determine which documents, if any, should be moved from the members 
website to MCS secure website.  

It was also agreed to continue the discussions regarding which NAFO website that Research Vessel 
notifications should be posted to (STACTIC WP 21-46).  

17. Report and advice of the Joint Advisory Group on Data Management (JAGDM) 

Advice and recommendations from JAGDM relevant to STACTIC, will be presented under this agenda 
item. This includes the two items that STACTIC asked JAGDM to review at the 2021 Annual Meeting 
specifically – any possible technical issues with a definition change for the RA field in the Catch On 
Exit (COX) message outlined in STACTIC WP 21-36, and the analysis on the consistency of the COX 
message for NEAFC and NAFO, including NEAFC’s FLUX Area Exit message. 

The results of the JAGDM Strategic meeting held in January 2022 will also be presented. 
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18. Recommendations from NAFO Working Groups 

At the 2021 Annual Meeting, Contracting Parties agreed to provide their definitions of the start and 
end of a haul for trawlers in advance of this meeting in response to a request from the Joint 
Commission-Scientific Council Working Group on the Ecosystem Approach Framework to Fisheries 
Management (WG-EAFFM) as presented in STACTIC WP 21-25 (Revised). 

It was also agreed to continue discussions on the NAFO Catch Estimation Strategy Advisory Group 
(CESAG) request in STACTIC WP 21-27 relating to the inclusion of codend (minimum) mesh size and 
hook size in Annex II.N at this meeting. 

19. Discussion on garbage disposal onboard vessels 

At the 2021 Annual Meeting, the European Union, the United States of America and Norway agreed 
to continue work on a joint proposal relating to marine pollution provisions in the NAFO CEM in 
advance of this meeting.  

This discussion will continue, in part, in response to Recommendation 18 (Minimizing Other Harmful 
Impacts) of the 2018 Performance Review. 

20. Discussion on labour conditions onboard vessels 

At the 2020 Annual Meeting, Contracting Parties agreed to provide their Single Point of Contact 
(SPOC) to the Secretariat for inclusion on the MCS website. 

This agenda item was deferred to this meeting. 

21. Discussion of the reporting of shark catches in the NAFO Regulatory Area 

At the 2021 Annual Meeting, STACTIC agreed that the discussions on the review of Greenland shark 
data collection and methodologies continue at this meeting (STACTIC WP 21-49 Rev. 3). 

22. Implementation of the Performance Review Recommendations 

The Secretariat will provide an update on the implementation on the 2018 Performance Review 
recommendations in which STACTIC is the lead NAFO body.  

At the 2021 Annual Meeting, STACTIC agreed that discussions on the Contracting Party reporting 
deadlines in the NAFO CEM continue at this meeting, in response to Recommendation 19 (Inventory 
of Data Reporting Requirements) outlined in STACTIC WP 21-35. 

The implementation of Recommendation 20 (FAO Voluntary Guidelines for flag State Performance) 
may be discussed under this agenda item. 

It was also agreed that the discussions on the VME data analysis continue at this meeting, in response 
to Recommendation 16 (Reporting of Encounters with VMEs) presented in STACTIC WP 21-44. 

23. Issues relating to the impacts of COVID-19 

Ongoing issues resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic may be discussed under this agenda item.  
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24. Visma VMS contract renewal 

In accordance with the discussions held at the 2021 Annual Meeting, the Secretariat will present an 
update on the Visma VMS contact renewal.  

25. Other business 

Any topics not covered by the agenda items above may be discussed under this agenda item including:  

a. UN FAO Survey of RFB Secretariats on Safety and Decent Working Conditions on 
Fishing Vessels, November 2021 

The NAFO Secretariat participated in an FAO Survey of RFB Secretariats on Safety and Decent 
Working Conditions on Fishing Vessels and will present a Working Paper for information on the 
results. 

b. FAO Workshop - Use of cameras to record deepwater shark and VME indicator catches 
by scientific observers, August 2021 

A NAFO Secretariat staff member participated in this workshop as an invited expert. The 
Secretariat will present a Working Paper for information. 

c. The International MCS (IMCS) Network “7th Global Fisheries Enforcement Training 
Workshop” 

This initiative was originally scheduled in August 2022 but is postponed to 2023.  

26. Time and place of next meeting 

27. Adoption of report 

28. Adjournment 
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