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tatuz of the Ground Fisherles ard the Rescarch Program of
ne mited _3tates Govermnmert in the Convention_ Area

Ly Herbert W. (liraham

_ 4 repgort on the statis of the Tnited States ground fisheries
in the Coaventlon area was presented to the Commission in April
1551 ¢rd constituted Document Y of the First Annual Meeting.

The peneral condition of the fisheries has changed very little
slnce that date. Some preliminary estimates of the 1951 total
landlags of all fish (fin rish and shellfish) can be made at this
tine, Final figures will be available for the Second Annual
feetir; to be held in 3Zt. Andrews, liew Brunswick. Total landings
in New dngland norts in 1951 probably exceeded 775 million pounds.
This ir tie second largest production in the history of the industry.
The highest tendings were in 1950 when production exceeded 876

mMllion rounds.
Haddock

The preliminary estimate for the 1951 haddock catch from the
Convéniion area is approximately 135 million pounds. This figure
15 abwui the same as for 1949 and 1950 and lower than the figure
for zeveral years just previous to 1949.

The iandings of haddock from Georges Bank (Subarea 5) in
1951, however, were a little higher than the landings for the
last two years due to the strong dominant yvear class of 1948,
Thls yrar class uaccounted for 54 percent of the landings for the
yesr. Present indications are that the 1949 year class 1is of
only verage strength or less.

The method for predicting the landings of haddock from
Gecrges Bank developed last year has proven successful in the
first prediction. This method denends upon the accurate knowledge
of the relative strength of year classes in the Georges Bank
population. The prediction for 1951 was 92.8 million pounds
whereas the actual landings were 91.3 million pounds, an accuracy
of 98.6 percent. The prediction for 1952 based on 1951 data is
9.0 million pounds, assuming the same fishing effort as in 1951.

Actual fishing on Georges Bank during the early months of
952 has been unusually light because of the unusual abundance
£ flsh on Nova 3cotlan 3anks during that time. Up until the
aiddle of April, the larger trawlers had practically deserted
Georges 3ank for the much richer grocunds off Nova 3cotia.
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The research of the Fish and Wildlife Jervice 1n the North '
itlantie during the past year was centered about studles pertalning
to the propos d mesh iegulation for haddock fishing in Subarea 5.

An intensive study was made of the haddock data accumulated
for Georges dank with the view toward determining the best
possible way of managlng the Georges Bank fishery.

Theoretical models were constructed to show the catch per
recruit for various mortality rates and ages of first capture.
Models were also constructed to show the effects on landings of
changing :he age of first capture of the naddock on Georges Bank-
with the present fishing effurt.

All avallable data on mesh selectivity were assembled in
order to refine our knowledge of the sizes of mesh which are
required to effect the escapement of undersized fish.

A study was made of the methods used in measuring mesh size.
i gauge was designed and constructed for measuring the inslde
stretched wesh opening under a standard pressure.

A program »F observing the fish discarded at sea by commer-
cial trawlers was instituted. Several trips have heen made and
a program has been inltiated whereby an observer will be at sea
each week of the year insofar as boat achedules will nermit.
Data on quantities, numbers, sizes, and azes of discarded
haddock are being collected. It is planned to have this work
continue up to and after the regulation becomes effective.

4 study was made of the possible effect the mesh regulation
might have on boats fishing for species other than haddock.

The investigation of trLe comparative growth rates of Georges
Bank and Srowns Bank haddock was completed. The results demon-
strated the independence of the two stocks of fish,

A study of the vertebral counts of varlous populations of
haddock on the banks -within the Convention area was completed.
Analysis of these data indlcated an individuality of a number
of stocks in Subareas 3,'4, and 5. Of partlicular interest was
further evidence of the distinctness of the CGeorges Bank stock
as opposed to the haddeock on 3rowns Bank. Significant correla-
Eions gere found bhetween number of vertebrae and temperature of

e water,

The analysis of landings ¢of haddock from Georges Bank for
the years 1931 to 1948 by pounds, numbers, and sizes was completed.
This study sumnarizes hasic information required for the appraisal
of changes taking nlace in the fishery. : ' 3

4
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Redfish

The redfish fishery has contlnued 1ts phenomenal rise
reaci:ing its highest level of production in 1951 amidst alarms
irom the industry that stocks had been depleted in nearby areas.
lore vessels made longer trips-to distant banks to secure
adequate fish to fi1ll the demand for this product.

The prelininary estimate for the 1951 landings of redfish is
apout 261 willion pounds. This is an all time record surpassing
the 1950 landings by 53 million pounds. llowever, during the
early months of 1952 demand suddenly slackened and production
was curtailed accordingly.

Exact data on the relative amounts caught on the different
banks within each subarea are not yet available but it can be
sald at ‘":is time that most of the increased landings of redfish
in 1951 were due to increased catches from the Convention subareas
* and 3, rather than from increared nroduction of the New England
Banks, Beginning in the summer of 13951 the redfish fleet extended
its fishing to the Newfoundland Zanks (Subarea 3). A considerable
prozortion of the landings during the last half of the year came
from that subarea.

There is a widespread opinion throughout the industry that
the populations of fish are being reduced and that the size of
fish landed 1s likewise diminishing. The Fish and Wildlife
Service has been studying this fishery since 1942,

. The populations of redfish as measured by catch per day have,
indeed, dropped off appreciably in particular areas. In the

Gulf of Maine, for instance, the catch per day dropped from

18 thousand pounds in 1943 to 10 thousand pounds in 1949, The
average size of fish landed from this area, however, has not
diminished from 1937 to 1950.

The Nova Scotlan Banks (Subarea 4) are much richer redfish
grounds., For thils area our records of abundance begin only in
1945, For -one area In these grounds, around Sable Island, the
abundance index reached 43 thousand pounds in 1946 and then
declined to 19 thousand pounds in 1950.

Thus, the initial abundance on these banks has been conside-
rably reduced although not nesarly to the extent 1t has in the
Gulf of Maine.

The Newfoundland Banks (Subarea 3) have very rich redfish

grounds Judging from reports of the fishermen but no index of
abundance has been developed for this area as yet.

A4



-4 -

Continued intensive study of the redfish nopulations is
required to yield infermation which is needed for the sound
management of this fishery.

Present studies of the redfish include research on the
determination of age by otolith readings; studies of growth rates
in various pepvlatiens;. studies of the incubation period
fecurdity values, and spawning perisdg; ctudies of parasite
incldence as related to stecks, and deéermination of vessel
efficiency in order teo improve the accuracy of the abundance
indices.

Present indications are that many independent stocks of
redfish are i1nvolved in the fisheries. Intensive studies of
particular stocks may be necessary i1n order to arrive at the basic
information necessary for scund management. -

GCengus

The census data collected by the Albatross IIT on Gsorges
Bank are new being analyzed. The distributien of sprecles conforms
well with a theoretjcal distribution. The species composition of
catches is significantly related to type of bottom and does not
vary significantly with depth over the range 0-150 fathoms. The
availability of several specles shaws a statistically significant
gb-hour cycie. Redfish, for instance, are more available during
daylight hours. ‘

Tiie concentrations of fish agree in a general way with
concentraticns of fleet activity Lut the enncentrations of haddock
as derivel frow _lbsirgss TIT datsn do not agree well with the
values obtained by analysic ot comunerclal catches, Analysis of
comnerclal landings appears to be a more reliable method of .
determining concentrations of fish of commercial sizes because Jf
the more representative samnié obtained.

A stuly of the relation ef year class strength with wind
direction over Georges Bank has en initiated as part of a progra
of irvestigntior of the euusas of the fluctuations in brood strengt
from year to year. .

Research Planrned

Plans for future researcn call for continuation of present
studies and some expamzior of investizations relating to the

[

proposad mesh resulation.

Intensive collection ol data on catch per effort and age and
size composition wi Lhe cnteh and landings will be continued.
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