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Indices of Relative Abundance and the Statistics Requested by the 
Commission and Reported Accordinf to the Form Prescribed by 

cne CorJP.llss on 

At the Third Annual Meeting of the Commission, the following 
recon:nendation was made: 

"That in order to provide indices of relative abundance, 
the Commission Secretariat be requested to arrange for 
the collection of more refined fishing effort data for 
!'epresentatlve types of vessels and method of fishing." 

This, recommendation was mentioned in the Document "Statis
tical Requirements of the International Commission for the North
west Atlantic FiSheries" dated and distributed Sep. 1, 1953. In 
that document, it was stated that the recommendation would be the 
subject of special discussion between the Executive Secretary and 
the Statistician of the Commission. with the persons responsibl~, 

At the time the recommendation was made, the characteristics 
of fishing by each country 1n the Convention Area were not as well 
kno<llas now. There had not yet been real opportunity to appraise 
the degree to which the statistics as requested could yield indices 
of relative.abundance. It is now believed that the statistics 
requested can yield ind.ices of relative abundance in most cases 
and ror that reason, the recommendation was acted upon only in the 
form of a circular letter asking for possibly more refined infor
mation. In difficult cases, that is, in cases of countries fish
ing various species with various gears and types of vessels or 
boats, supplementary data to those already requested are necessary, 

To help in discussing the above problem and also to show 
to which degree the statistics as requested can yield indice. of 
abundance, a short description of the charactAristics of fiShing 
by each country in each subarea is given below on the basis of 
the 1952 statistics: 

Canada: 

Denmark: 

France: 

Iceland: 

.lls.J.y: 

Norway: 

Portugal: 

~: 

United 
Kingdom: 

SUBAREA 1 

landed a negligible quantity of cod with otter trawlers. 

West Greenland and·. Fa1"oe"" fishermen landed almost exclu
sively cad. Various methods of fishing and types of 
boats and vessels WeTQ used. 

·landed exclusively cod and used otter trawlers. 

landed exclusively cod and used otter trawlers. 

landed exclusively cod and used otter trawlers. 

landed almost exclusively cod and used mainly long liners 
and a few otter trawlers • . . 
landed exclusively cod and used dory schooners and otter 
trawlers. 

lanJed almost exclusively cod and used otter trawlers. 

L:~i1ded almost exclusively cod and used otter trawlers 
and long liners. 
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Germanr: landed almost exclu,:hely cud and used otter trawlers. 

In 1952 nearly 100% of the catch was made up of cod. There 
would not be any advantages in separoting the fishing effort by 
species caught. 

SUBAREA 2 

The countries fishing in Subarea 2 are: Canada, France, 
Italy, Portugal, Spain and the United Kingdom. 

Canada: 

France: 

Portugal: 

Spain. 

United 
Kingdom: 

landed exclusively cod and used small boats and a few 
otter trawlers. 

landed exclusively cod and used otter trawlers. 

landed exclusively cod and used otter trawlers. 

landed exclusively cod and used otter trawlers. 

landed exclusively cod and used otter trawlers. 

landld negligible quanti ties of cod, halibut and other 
groundfish. 

In this subarea also, catches are nearly 100% cod and there 
would be no advantages in breaking down the effort according to 
species caught. 

SUBAREA 3 

The countries fishing in Subarea 3 are: Canada, France, 
Italy, Portugal! Spain and the United States (the United Kingdom 
also fishes in Subarea 3, but at intermittent years. Its catch 
in 1953 was very negligible). 

Canada: 

France: 

Portugal: 

United 
States: 

landed various species and used various gears and types 
of boats and vessels. 

landed exclusively cod and metropolitan vessels used 
are otter trawlers. Fishing from St. Pierre and Miquelon 
1s made with dories and long liners and one otter trawler 
for a total of less than 4,000 metric tons of cod. 

landed exclusively cod and used otter trawlers. 

landed almost exclusively cod and used dory schooners 
and otter trawlers o 

landed cod and important quantities of haddock and 
negligible quantities of· other species and used pair 
trawle.rs and otter trawlerso 

landed mostly redfish. 

In this subarea, landings are diversified for Canada, Spain 
ane! the United States. F'or Canada, supplementary data to those 
reported as requested would be helpful. For Spain, catches by 
otter trawlers over the years are fifty fifty ~od and haddock and 
,s<{:.;.'lE:i"·cntary data may be necessary. In the case of the United 
S l~o;;-teS therE:: ".fc."uld not be any advantage in breaking down the f1sh
inL b:r s)Gcies caught as nearly 100% of the catch is redfish. 
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Sp:.l.n anJ 

CO-fl8.da! 

United 
Sta~: 

Canada, PortueaJ~ 

1 ,leu VL.l.OUS 3r-'('~~f'S and used various gears, and 
''',l'pe,] C:f' i:.,~i;.ts ;:;. ,.1 -'i8sselso 

.lled ll~~gliglLl(· qL'!J!1tlties from Subarea 40 

LldeJ smtlll qU-::'fltlt'!.es "~'lth otter trawlers o 

l,:,mlE-j lrarious specie."" 

In this sub~reat lanJ1n~s are diversified in the case of 
C&rlada ani t!-le U:1itt;d States anj supplementary data are necessaryo 

SlibAHEA 5 

Only the United States are fishing in this subarea for various 
species and supplementary data may pe necessary. 

--ooOoo·"·~ 

F~om the above, it "appears that the statJstical requ1rements 
of the Commission as they are made and the statistics as they are 
reported according to an accepted form can generally yield indices 
of relative abundance. In the few cases where fishing is much 
diversified, statistics could continue to be reported as requested 
and published accordingly and yields indicated,with the exception 
that supplementary data for cases mentioned would be necessary in 
addition. 

The above is for the consideration of the Committee on Research 
and St~.tlstics and is merely intended to show that there 1s more pro
r,ress i1l1:-.de relative to indices of abundanc r than "thought or expected 
at thetlme the recommendation mentioned was maC1e. 

- THE END-
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