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Mr. Sandeman presented the results of the Newf,oundland 
Station's researches· in the Hermitage·Bay, Nfld., area. Hermitage 
Bay is a fjord~likeindentatlon of the Newfoundland coast which for
merly was a prod~ctive commercial redfishing area,. but which was 
closed to commercial fishing in 19lt9. Quarterly collections of red
fish have been made and hydrographic stations occupted in recent 
years. The abundance of redfish varies from a high level in the 
autumn to a very low level in mid-'Iinter. In spite of heavy fishing 
pressures previous to the clOSing of the area, the length-frequency 
distribution of the fish caught remained relatively constant. Some 
attempts at the age determination of redfish by otolith studies 
have been made and there is eVidence that as many as ten years may 
elapse between succeSsful year classes. 

Similar analyses have been made of the population near 
Port Saunders and of the Anticosti Island region in the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence, with similar results. 

It is planned to continue these studies. 

Mr. Sandeman also presented preliminary results of analy
ses of age and growth of young redfish with the objective of validat
ing ages of the young fish by scale and/or otolith reading methods. 

Dr. Templeman described the "Investigator II" collections 
on the coast of Labrador near Hamilton Bank, Deep trawling down to 
ltoo fathoms was successfully carried out, and studies made of para
sitillation by the copepod Sphyrion, along with observations of 
maturity of female fish. There is evidence from these studies that 
the vertical and horizontal migrations of redfish are extremely 
restricted in scope. 

Dr. Martin discussed data from collections made by Mr.Steel 
in the Gulf Of St. Lawrence along the Gaspe coast with the 
"J.J.Cowie" of the Atlantic Biological Station. Correlation was 
found between the vertical distribution of the euphausid 
Meganyctiphanes (an important food organism) and the redfish. 

02 



- 2 -

Studies are being carried on of the larval dis tributions and of the 
maturity of females. 

Mr. Kelly brought UoS. statistics up to date (1954) for 
the large New England flshery; The total catch from Subarea , con
tinues to decrease, that from Subarea 3 remains relatively steady 
in quantity, while U.S. landings from Subarea 4 have increased in 
the past year. Abundance appears to be constant in Subarea " 
increasing somewhat· in Subarea 4 and dropping markedly in Subarea 3. 
Size composition of landed ftsh, as sampled by U.S. technicians, 
appears to have·remained relatively constant in all areas fished. 

A discussion ensued as to whether the available data as 
to catches, abundance, length·-frequenc.1es, and age composition of 
the stocks is Sufficient for a population study of the dynamiCS of 
the fishery or any of its parts. It was agreed that further 
studies and/or a new approach 1s needed, particularly as regards 
the accurate determination of mortality rates. 

The agenda for the Redfish Symposium to be held at Ottawa 
in June was discussed, and the general opinIon was that the subjects 
of distribution, larval development, gonad development, age deter
mination and growth were of suffi.cient scope to constitute a full 
program. The possibility of having a systematist review the taxon
omy of the group was mentioned, and it was agreed that such a study 
would be valuable. The afternoon of Thursday, June 9, was recom
mended as a date for the symposium. 

- THE END -
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