
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR !HE NOR!HWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES 

Serial No.l+5] Docnment No.l? 

ANNUAL MEETING MAY 1957 

Details of the PYSBE (Spain) Fishery 1932-1951 

The following tables give a summary of the statistical data on 
the PYSBE otter trawl fishery in the Convention Area in 1932-1951 which 
has been reported to the Commission. The data were collected by PYSBE and 
reported to the Commission through the Direccion General de Pesca Mari
tima. The data as reported gave al+ the information by individual vessels 
and gave the exact dates of sailing and landing. It also identified the 
'other groundfi.h" landings by species. These data are now filed in the 
Secretariat. 

1. The total catches 'er hour and the cod catch per hour in Sub
areas 3,1+ (mostly Subarea 3) are given in Fig.l for the years 1932-1955. 
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2. The total catches per hcurs fishing for each year are plotted 
against the total catches per days fishing (all areas together) in l"1&.2. 
the relat10nship is clearly linear with no evidence of gear saturation 
in the catch per day. This may be due to the fact that the hours travl
ing is a refined equivalent of the number of days fished and is not an 
estimate of the time the trawl vas actually on the bottom. (See footaote 
1, pace 6). 
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3. The following vessels took part in the fishery in the years Ind1cated. There were eight motor vessels and five steam vessels • . 
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~. The mean annual catches per hour of the motor trawlers and steam trawlers f1shing in Subareas 3 and ~ are given in the following table for the years 19~7-l95l. This data is plotted in Fig.3. There 1s nothing to show that the two classes of vessels are not of equal fishing power. 
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TotAl Catches per Hour of' S_pan1 .sb Otter Traw~ers fishing in Subareas 3,lt. 

C ch s ex 
Steam Motor 

r T Ivaf av 

1947 1.8~ 2.03 
1948 2.2 2.11 
1949 2.04 1.98 
1950 1.84 1'49 

4 • 8 
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Fig.3 - BelaUcaahJ.p bebween meen amnual catch par hour tor the 
Spanish mo\or otter trawler. BOd steam otter trawlers. 
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