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A. Cad. by Jon Jon s S 0.1 

The I(ela.l~ic reSBdlch 1.1 the UO.1VU.ltiuD arf~ has been liJ1teu 
to sampling catches fron connercia~ trawlers lish1n~ O~ ~he West-Green
land bai1ks. 
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j'i~. 1. Age distributi :1 of trawl
caught Cu~ in ~€st Gr6e~larlU waters, 
1952-1906. 

Fig.1 shows the age
distribution of the tr3wl~r cau~ht 
cod in the years 1952-56. The fij
Ule shcw~ that in this period the 
trawl fishery h8.s for a :,i;reat part 
been baseu. UpOl1 O·le ~ iagle year
class, that of 1947. In 1952 a:ld 
1953 the year-class of 1945 alsJ 
cO!lstltutei a c~.l.lsideruble P3.I·t of 
the c~tches a.ll in 1956 the year
class of 1950 had e~tere~ lnt~ the 
c~lU-nerclal flsher-y. After 1903 
however, the; year-class of 1945 has 
been .1.dckLlg Lj our nat6ria.i fruJ 
Greeni.a.ja. 

Danish narkin::; exper"i 16.1tS 

have ShOW.l that a ~lu.lb6r of fish 
belonging to this year-class have 
bee1 r6capturc~ 011 the Icelandic 
spa'N!1ill= ;£rou ,lis si~:ce 1951. The 
year-class of 1945 in Ieelan ctic 
waters has shew·] soat SI~,{l of ~nix~ 
t~re with a slower ;r0win~ fish, 
which is i~~icatei in Tablp 1. 

Tho ;rowth of the 194. 
year-Class in Ic&la_l~ic wac~rB was 
fairly nulnal u,ltil its Stivc"lth 
.vear, b'.lt frc, that year Its :,rt.wth 
has been far below the pr·Gse."lt 
average. The ~ro\lth of the 1945 
year-class in GrEe~land is calculated 
fro 1 Jur trawl Sa ::1plGs. The differ
£~(e i~ le.lgth betv/een thc~c two 
areae as regar~s age-gro~ps 7 a-:d 8 
is 1'1 f')et l;reater than L1J.icatec. by 
the table, at: the Gre€ula·1o.ic values 
arc. tdKS,J fr..ln autu'1i1 ob,«er· .. "1tiDrtS, 
but the ICGlan~it oacs fro~ spri~g 
observati .. ls. 

It is 11.>t easy tl J.ifltillguish b£t\,06!) these two st:",,(..l\:S Oel the 
I<..ela .• J.ic spa~Tlin", gro'llc...s, for i.1St3;1C'(; by thGir otoliths, b'lt tne 
deer-ease in the averast:- 161gth s'.H·cly i.1Clicates a certain au.._uL ... t:u€. 

In 1957 we are expectin~ our catch6S on th~ wust-GrEenl~ d 
banks to oe 'Tlai:1ly c .. 1pose:1 of seven a.1Q te.1 year oL.I. fish. 

TABLE 1 
Age-Groups 
Average 1928-51 Icelu:1d 
Average i~l 1955 Icela,lQ 
1945 ycar-<..lass IC013!11 
1945 YGar-class Grcenla~Q 

- ...... ,-"."., .. -... "'~ ... ' 

7 8 9 10 11 
79.2 81.8 85.6 87.3 90.6 
84.6 87.2 90.0 66.4 93.8 
76.ii 80.2 til. 7 86.4 85.4 
71.5 74.5 7'J.li '17.0 
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B. Redfish by Jakob Magnusson 

The Icelandic redfish fishery in Greenland waters is quite 
new. Before 1954 the fishing was exclusively carried out in West
Greenland waters, but in that year, fishing for redfish in the East
Greenland area was started. This area soon became the most important 
one as regards the Icelandic redfish fishery. However, notable catches 
are still taken at the West-Greenland coast. Thus about 14.7 thousand 
tons were taken in the Convention Area in 1954. During the following 
year about 18 thousand tons were taken wh,le in 1956 only 7 thousand 
tons were landed. This small~r quantity in 1956 is due to more in
tensive fishery in the East-Greenland are during the main redfish 
season at West-Greenland. 

o/I:i 
+20~ Measurements were made 

!_ " from the commercial catches in 1954 
+~_ 195'1 j\ to 1956. Only two to three samples 

L I' were taken each year, a total number 

O
i ,,' .I- ,J \, i' r" ~"" of 3 ,271. All samples from the same 
i'~iI!ITin"f,Ii,:,I, f"i' n,-,V'r+--'-' year revealed a very similar length 
I ~, distribution and in all three years 

-10 "lUlUl the catclles mainly consisted of the 
I medium sizes, 1. e. 40 - 50 cm. In 

t2d 1977 the catches were composed of 
r" smaller redfish than in the years 

IO
L 1%5 .----/ \ i, 1954 and 1956 as illustrated in 

+ i ~ \ : Figure 2. The mean lengthsin 1954 
!_ .... /~ , , ' \, '2-'5<. ",j" to 1976 were 46.97 cm:, 43.16 cm. 

O~, .. US 31,', '" 40 lil!iil!!\~I,yd"r",a"1 and 46.30 cm. respect,vely. 
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f'ig. 2. Length distribu\:.ion of redfish in 
3 em. groups, Hest GreenlW1d. Subarea. 1. 
1954-56; .with annual deviation. 
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