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The problem of determnising the leagth conjositicon of the 1land-
iags of fish from the Conventica Area can convenieatly be coasiaered in
three parts.

l. BSanpling and Statistical Mdethodolo-y

This is nainly coicerueu with tne selectio: ¢f tne saples.
John Gulland of the Fisheries laboratory, Lowestoft, UK., 2i. waaer the
auspices of ¥Fya.C. has prepared a study of the statistical wsthodology
appropriate for fishery rescarch which is availablc at this acetiig. In
general sampled will be taken from the narket wheay the fish is lzued or
at sea on beard the Tishiag vessel,

2. BStardardisaticn of Practices

I.g order that data ¢ tacle.gth of fish cellececteu by differsat
scientists be comparable tie followiig particulars should be staiuardised
and a wniforn Jroccdure azrced upon,.

a) The actual measurenc.:t mace, <¢.g. waetner total 1 igth,
staxdard leigth, or forx lecagth, ctc.
B) The cestincter groups used, C.3. 1 CRep, 2 CNay 3 Clay
or & ca,
e} The raige of the ce.tincter zroups uscd e.g. £a7 the 5 cm.
group seversl poseible groups could be used -
-4.9, 5.0-9.9, 1¢.0-14.9 etc.
0.8=-5,5, 5.5-10,5, 10.6-15.5 etc,
4} The rou:iding to ce tincters e.g. to tnc irearest ce:timcter,
cn. below, or c¢cn. above.

3y Lképorting aad Compiliaz of Data

Leagth conpositiv .s of la wiiage from dirferent ICHAF statis-
tical units £hould be conpiled sceparately (as is duie with statistics
oa lanuings and efforts). The sanpliisy data shoult be aijusted (raised)
to give the length cozpeositicn of the lnauings froen cach ICIAF statis-
tical uwnity cor, if more ceaveanieat, thce individual saiples should be re=-
ported separately. The ICHAF statistical uait is defiscd as the lajd-
ings by - cou. iry/gear/subdivisioan/moath/specics.

Haviig detcrained the length comnposition of the lma.ii.s from
gach ICYWAF statistical unit the age cuapositi.:, scx ratio, unuturities,
ete, ca1 be studisd by meass of age/leazth kcys, naturity/Acnzth keys.

Simultasecusly with deternininz thesc data for tne laauiags
ginilar data should be collected for thne fish uiscaracd at sca,
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