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At the 6th annual meeting of ICNAF, the Research and Statlsties
Committee recommended that a standard method %e employed by all member
countries for measuring fish, The committee recommended: fork length (ma-
Ximum length from tip of jaw to median ray of caudal fin) recorded %o the
nearest centimeter or millimeter.

The committee further recommended that all lengths should be

submltted to ICNAF on the basis of the standard method, and that fish mea-

surements recorded in any other way should be convertea to the standard,

The purpose of this study is to present data for the Commission’s

use in converting tctal lengths of haddeck (snout tc end of caudal fin) to
fork length, Our data, which were collected in 1930 aboard a commercial
trawler fishing in Suﬁdivision 5 Z, consist of measurements of fork length
and total length of 330 fish from 55 samples, The two lengths were com-
pared by regression analysis to obtain a conversion factor, Fork lengths
have been calculated from total lengths for each centimeter interval by
the regression formula (Y = 0,9%4x + 0,58) and listed in the table,

A similar study has been made for Grand Banks haddock in 1955,
(RoJo, Doc, N2, 13, ICNAF 6th Annual Meeting). Rcjo derived g factor of
0,965 for conversion of total length to fork length, Our calculations for
Georges Bank ylelded a factor of 0,944, A fish of 50 em, for example,
would be converted to 47,8 em, with our equaticn and 48,2 with Rojo's fac-
tor., Whether thls difference 1s significant can only be determined by fur-
ther research,
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