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Commercial Fishing 

Document No.lS 

Effort and landings in 1959 were both slightly higher than in 
1955. In all, 64 trips were made to Subarea 1, from which 1991022 cwt 
of cod was landed. The catch per unit effort increased, from ~.75 to 
3.69 cwts per 100 ton-hours. 

Market sampling 

During 1959 regular measurement was made of cod landed from 
Subarea 1 at Hull and Grimsby. In all 4,569 fish were measured; The re­
sults appear in table attached. 153 otoliths were collected for age 
determination. 

Fish Stock Assessments 

Members of the population teams of the Lowestoft and Aberdeen 
Laboratories have, as requested, been reviewing the fish stock data 
available for the Commission's Areas 1 and 2 in conjunction with repre­
sentatives of Denmark and Portugal, and the results have been communi­
cated to the ICNAF special population dynamics meeting in Lowestoft, 
1960. 

Comparative Fishing 

Although no comparative fishing experiments were conducted 
in the ICNAF area in 1959, experiments undertaken elsewhere are relevant 
to the Commission's programme. In particular, further work was done on 
the cod-end topside chafer problem, particularly with a different kind 
of chafer which may have opened the way towards a more satisfactory 
solution to this problem; preliminary results were communicated to the 
ICES meeting in October 1959. The Scottish spring-load mesh measuring 
gauge has been slightly modified in accordance with Dutch suggestions 
and has been recommended by ICES for international adoption by its 
scientists. Notes on these two matters will be prepared for the next 
meeting of the Research and Statistics Committee. 

Plankton 

The continuous plankton recorder survey conducted from the 
Oceanographic Laboratory in Edinburgh was extended during 1959 to the 
western boundary of the ICES area and into the ICNAF area, by means of 
records taken between Iceland and Newfoundland with the invaluable as­
sistance of Icelandic scientists. Preliminary results show the poten­
tial value of a series of such continuous records, both in terms of 
plankton in general and Sebastes larvae in particular; an interim 
report on records of young Sebastes obtained by this method was pre­
sented to the ICES/ICNAF Redfish Symposium in Copenhagen. 
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GREENLAND COD 1959 

BRITISH LANDINGS 

(numbers of fish in each 3-cm group) 

Jan-March, April-June July-Sept. Oct .-Dec. 
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1,671 
1 28,880 

65 84,647 
2,814 3~489 2,519 111,908 

880 6,890 6,707 89,781 
10,432 4,538 9,~07 97,309 
24,171 16,569 23, 68 114,563 
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