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Report on Discards — United Kingdom

by J. A. Gulland

No direct observations on discards were made in 196l. Date have been collected in pro—
vious years both by special observers and from fishermen's log-books, and it ia unlikely that there

hes been any wpprecisble changs in the discarding practice.

On board treditional trawlers (mainly fishing at Greenlaund for cod), fish are gutted on
deck and stored on ice. HNearly all cod under 40 om mre discarded, asbout helf those between 40
and 50 cm, and sometimes a few up to 55 cm are discarded. Smell redfish are discarded (but not

many ere'ceught). AlL balibut are kept.

On fectory trewlers fish are filleted end guick-frozen ws soon &8s camught. All cod, had-
dockk, pollock, flounders, and halibut are frozen. Irash ;pecies ( haite, monkfish, small redfish)
are turned into fishmeal, together with offal from the filleted fish. Thus there is no discurding
in the strict sense, but statistics sre not availsble for the trash species. The proportion of
redfish lost to the stetistics in this way varies between ships, depending on the filleting
nmechines available, and on the demand for redfish, tut in any case the absoluie quantity -used for

meel is very small.
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