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1. Cod at West Greenland 
by J6n J6nsson 

The Icelandic fishery for cod at West Greenland is exclusively 
carried out by trawlers. In 1961 the total Icelandic catch of cod in 
this area amounted to 10,600 tons compared to 4,700 tons in 1960. 

The greatest part of the annual catch was taken in the months 
July-August. The number of fishing voyages in 1961 was substantially 
lower than in 1960, or 61 compared to 105 in 1960. The increase in 
the catch of cod in 1961 is mainly due to greater fishing effort for 
this species. 

In 1961 a total of 1600 otoliths were collected in 8 samples of 
trawler caught cod from the West Greenland fishing banks. 

Three samples were taken from the landed catch, therefore sex and 
maturity are listed in only few cases. 

Table I shows the age distribution and the mean lengths of the 
various age-groups. The age and length distribution of these samples 
is also shown in Fig. 1. 

The samples cover the area from Cape Farvel to Fyllas Bank 
is ions lD-lF) and can be divided into three groups according to 
sampled. 

(Div­
season 

Five samples were taken in April, and four of these show a marked 
and stable dominance of the 1953 year-class. The av~age length of 
this year-class as 8 years old was about 77 cm. 

This year-class seems to have been fairly evenly distributed in 
the area sampled ~nd shows a very uniform rate of growth. 

The sample from the Fiskenaes Bank in the beginning of April shows 
a great dominance of the 1956 year-class, and this year-class is also 
very pronounced in the two samples from September. In these samples 
the 1953 year-class is much less prominent, but in the sample from 
December these two year-classes were found in almost the same quantities. 

The good year-classes from 1947 and 1950 can also be traced in 
the samples, but they were of no importance to the fishery. 
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Fig. 1 Age distribution of cod at West Greenland, 1961 • 
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