INTERNATIONAL  COMMISSION  FOR THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES

Serial No.1118 Document No, 47

ANNUAL MEETING - 19673
EEPORT ON 1962 ANNUAL MEETING OF ICES

b
R.J.H. geverton

The 1962 Annual Meeting of ICES was held in Copenhagen from
October 1 to October 10, preceded by a Symposium on Problems in the
Exploitation and Regulation of Flsheries for Crustaces. Items of
direct or indirect interest to ICNAF are a8 follows:-

1. Tagging

ICES have adopted the same scheme as ICNAF for the rapild
distribution of Summary release data on postcards. All tagging
opsrations in the North Atlantic are therefore covered in this
respect by one or other organizations, ICES further recommended
that:-

(a) A coded 118t of tags and marks used in the ICES
area, with brlef descriptlons and, where necessary,
1llustrations should be prepared,

(b) The attention of ICNAF should be drawn to this

plan With an invitatlion to loin ICES in preparing

a list of tags and marks used in the North Atlantic,

(o) Suitable 1lsts should be published in the Journal
du Conseil and distributed as offprints,

() The appropriate cod number in the list should be
entered under "tag or mark type" on the release
card when making the return; whenever a new type of
tag or mark 1s used this should be noted on the
release card, accompanied by a brief description
and 1llustration.

2. Selectivity

Conmittee expressed its appracliation of the participatlion of the
A. T. Cameron from 3t. John's. & Working Group met in Copenhagen in
December 1982 to analyse the results and prepare a provisional report
which was presentsd in summary form io the Permanent Commission

earlier this month and will also be circulated at the present
meeting (Document No.34 ). On the basis of tnese findings, the

3. _Mesh Gauges

The first batch of the ICES Mesh Gauge was delivered during
the year. The manufacturers announced that future deliveries
would incorporate certaln minor lmprovements.

4, Fish Measuring and Data Processlng

Methods of measuring both demersal and pelagic fish were
reviewed. It was estmblished that all countrlies measure total
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length of all demersal species, and most (but not all} measure
to the nearest centimetre({or 4 cm). There are, however, major
differences between countrles 1in how measurements are grouped
for presentation, and the question ls being looked ilnto further.

The Herring Coummlttee made speclflc recommendations on
herring measuring which may be of interest to herring workers in
the ICKNAF area, viz:

{1} Total length, measured from tip of snout to the
longest caudal fin ray, with the lobes of the
tail in the mid-line.

(11) Published length compositions should be in %
em grouplng intervals for near Northern 3Seas
areas and 1 cm for distant Northern Seas. In
both cases measurement should be to the unit
below, Published mean lengths should have
either % cm or % cm added, as approprilate.

{111) Recommendations were also made concerning
classification of maturity stages, and reporting
of age and growth calculations from skeletal
structures,

5. _Statlstics

The Statistical Commlttee completed the first phase of its
major overmaul of ICES statistical requirements, partlicularly in
relation to the Bulletin Statistique. Detalls will be found in the
1962 Report of the Statistical Committee and in the "The ICES
Statistlcal Programme for the 1960's",

It may be of interest to ICNAF to note that 11t was declded not
to introduce sany major elaborations to Table 7 of fishing effort.
Instead, the Bulletin Statistique wlll be retalned primarily for
publication of complete catch statistics, and fishing effort in
summary form. More detalled data of fighlng effort and catch per
unit effort, by as fine a breakdown in time and space as 1s necessary
for research purposes, wWill be published in Statistical News Letters,
a review of which the Statistical Committee wlll next undertake,

On the questlon of future pollcy on publlcation of detailed
fishing effort statistics, the view was expressed in discussion
that rather than attempting to publlsh elaborate detalls of flshing
vesesls and gear for effort standardization, 1t might be better for
each country to study the flshing performances of 1ts own vessels
and so to arrive at one or more standard units of effort most sulted
to its own fisheries. Detalled effort statistics of each country
could then be published in the appropriate national units,
comparlson between which could be made elther on the basls of gross
catches taken from the same stock or by special comparative studles
between vessels or groups of vessels of different natlonalitles.

No specific recommendations have, however, yet been made on this
gquestion.

6. Publications

{a) ICES publications issued during the year include:-
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(1) Beport of 1961 Zooplankton Symposium (Rapp.
et Proc-Verb.153)

(11)  Report or Northwestern Working Group (ICES
Cooperative Research Beports No, 1), This
mesh size; it parallele, on a smaller 8cale,
the ICNAF Assessment RHeport,
(b) ICES publications in press include:-
(1) Report of 1961 Herring Symposium {Rapp. et Proc-vVerb)
{11) Beport of 1962 Shellfish Symposium (Rapp. et Proc-Verb)
(111) Beport of Mesh Selection Working Group (Coop.Res.Repts)

7. Future Meetings

The 1963 Annual Meeting of ICES will be held in Madrid from
September 30 to October 9. It will be immedlately preceded by a

8. _ICES Officers

The R and S Committee of ICNAF may wish to note two changes
of ICES Committee Chairmen, namely that Dr. C. E. Lucas has succeeded
Dr. A.E.J. Went ag Chalrman of the Consultative Committee, and that
Mr. B. B. Parrish has 8ucceeded Dr, Lucas as Cheirman of the
Statistical Committee.
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