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When oatching a cOllllll9roially aooeptable·speeies·the ameunts rejeoted 

are- dependent. upon the· minimum size· of fish which the shore plant will aooept 

for procluctioD. Generally, when a oatoh is taken .. on board at sea, fish below 

'-'"". the oQ\Jllllercially aooeptable-· size· are· thrOWl!l away. When .. the catoh retained is 

being landed" e.t..,~he·.shore· plant, .gene-rallyacheck is made on the sizes being 

landed,. and .under"ized-fish are-, rej e-cted·,·toge-the-p ·,with -crushed, broken and soft 

fish. These are.used with the.fish.skeletons,ocoffal, eto. in the procluotion of 

:"\., 

...J 

meal· in.most cases. 

Th&'''cull~ size for a.particular, specie-s ·some-times changes with the 

season .and.witllthe cbanging. success, .. of a·fishery •. When-oatohes are large there 
i . .' 

..ia .. a. ... t&nde-~y •.. to discard fish ora somewbat·largersize than when cato.!les are 

small. Also, in times· of· scaroity of a speoies muoh in demand, plants often 

accept· fish of somewhat a smaller- size than usual. 

Minimum sizes of fish generally aooeptable at prooessing plants in 

Canada (Nfld.) in 1962: 

Species 

Cod - whole 
- head on, gutted 

. .1:!addock - whole 
- head on, gutted . 

.. Red!ish - whole 

Plaice.- whole 

Witoh - whole 

Length of fish to midfork of tail 

£mo 

43 
48 - 50 

41 
46 

27 

36 

36 

inohes 

17 
19 - 20 

16 
18 

lot 
14 

14 

The. difference "in the minumum size aoceptable for a speoies landed whole 

:,...-/' and.haad on . gutted 'is the result of a price·difference·for the two categories • 

• 
00 ••• •• /2 

E2 



- 2.-

Gears invplved in catching undersized fish· which must be discarded are 

traps·1UId otter traw13, especially. Discards of fish from the various line gears 

are· generally neglilJible-. When disc~s of fish occur from cod traps, it is USUall~ 
in the areas-.w~e-··fresh-fish processing plants operate in wpich case the discards 

are· of ten sold to the plant for processing as meal. Outside the areas of fresh-

fish plants,.wherecatches-from the-~nshore- gears are salted, discards are at a 

very low level since fish of smaller sizes are used for salting, both for sale-and 

for local cons~ption. 

For.catches of otter trawlers lending in Newfoundland ports the discard 

information. lias bean·. obtain&d . .from log book records in which tbe captains of the . , 

various ships have·. kept records· of the- amounts of fish discarded at sea. Since all 

captains ars not equally good at.· keeping records, a difficulty arose in the inter-

pre-tation of the results since· it was· uncertain, in records of some ships, if a ---J 

blank space in the. discard rowan the- record indicat&d'''no discard" or "no account 

kept of discard". Howev~r, attar·a par~ examination of the records,' those from 

II ships of the- 151 - 500 gross tons cll!-ss appeared reliable enough to use and the 

results of th_have beenSWIIIII&riz&din the- attach&d· table-•. 

The- data obtain&d· indicate· that from Newfoundland otter trawlers discarding 

at sea takes place- principally in thIT haddock and American plaice fisheries but is 

apparently negligible in the· cod and redfish fisheries. Discarding of undersized 

redfish occurs in the processing· plant, gene-rally; the-ee- fish are used in meal. 

In haddock the per cent discard&d seems to be related with abundance of 

fish in the.1'ishery, the greater the total catch the higher the rate of discard, "J 
ranging.from over 9% duri~g.the period of intense and successful fishery at the 

beginning of the year to 0 in the pe~iod of.reduced.fishery in the fall. In the 

plaice fishery the discarding'rate is 'generally below 1%. 
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