
'-

INTERNA nONAL COMMISSION FOR THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES' 

Serial No. 1356 
G. c. 3 

ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE, 1964 

DOCUMENT NO. 60 

Discarding Of Fish In The Commercial Fishery 

For Canada (Nfld.) In 1963 

BYI Allister M. Fleming 

The various fish processing plants have established minimum accept
able sizes of each species that they use for commercial processingl the amounts 
discarded by various vessels to a large extent depends upon these minimum sizes. 
The minimum size of acceptance for a particular species may change during the 
season, being lowered in times of scarcity and raised in times of abundance. 
There is also some variation between plants in minimum acceptable sizes. 

Minimum sizes of fish generally acceptable at processing plants in 
Canada (Nfld.) in 1963 are as follows: 

Length of Fish to Midfork of Tail 
Species .2!!! inches 

Cod - whole 41-43 16-17 
- head on, gutted 56-50 18-20 

Haddock - whole 36-38 14-15 
- head on, gutted 46 18 

Redfish - whole 23 91 

Plaice - whole 36 14 

Witch - whole 36 14 

For cod, haddock and redfish a slight lowering of the minimum accept
abl.e sizes occurred (when compared with 1962) as some processing plants were 
ablp to accept smaller fish for production. (See Document No. 70, Serial No. 
1141, 1963 Annual Meeting.) 

Information has been gathered on the discarding of fish at sea by 
otter trawlers landing their catches in Newfoundland through log book records 
in which ships' officers have recorded amounts of fish caught and discarded. 
However, good records have not been obtainable from all ships, but after an 
examination of the returns, records of seven ships of the 151-500 gross tons 
class appeared sufficiently reliable to be used and these are summarized in 
the attached table. 

The data indicate that from Newfoundland otter trawlers the commercial 
species discarded at sea were principally haddock and American plaice, whereas 
the amounts of cod and redfish discarded were negligeable. 
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