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NORTH-LALT ATIANTIC FISHZDILS COMEISSION

FIFTH MoETING

CONCLUSIONS LND RLCOMMENDATIONS

T e e S

{a) Prehibition of Hets with Meshes measuring between 50 mm.
and the minims prescribed by thw Commission

The Commission agreed to restore the recommendation -
wiich lapsed on 1st June 1956 - whersby no nots having in

the cod-¢nd meshes of dimensi-ns between 5C mm. 2nd th

[l

minimum sizes srecified in the Commissicon's Recommendations

4+

culd be carried on hosrd or used by vessels engaged in

Y

fishing for ihe species defined in Recommendaticn {(2) in
that part of the Conventi-n area where the TO—SC M, mindmun
mesh size applicd,

The Commission agresd that its Reconmendations should te
emended zccordingly (ses annex A).

(b) Minimum Mesh sizes for Seine lets in the Nerthesrn Part
of the Convention Arca

The Commission deecided to increasc the mininum mesh sizs

for seine rels in the psri of Region 1 west of the Greenwich

Fh

Meridian from 100 mm. o 110 mm. This brings the minimum
mesh size for seine nots in the western pzrt of Region 1 into

line with that for the e¢astern part of the Region and is

censonant with the decision, faikesn at the Fourth Mesting of
the Commission, to reis. the minimum me=h sizes for trawl
nets in this part of the Bogion {300 annex B,
(c) Use of Chefers

The Commissioca agrcad tagt . pv-s3ont arran.monits fov

the approval of -halers cp covirs aitocnod to the ubpor @Lld
of the cod-svids 210 trawl nots, =2et oul .n Recommendation {30,

should ke extendod for a further year wtil 31st Decemboer,190



-3 -

The Commission also agrecd that information on the types
of topside chafers in use in the Commission area and of their
effects on cod-end selectiviiy, with particular reference to
the design of and mesh sizc in the topside chafers in use,
should be reported to the Liaiscn Committee by mid-December
each year by all mcmber countrics. It was further agreesd to
continue to give attcntion to determining the effects of
chafers on selectivity as well as to possitle ways of
eliminating the use of chafers altogether.

(4) Extension of List of Spccies in Recommendation (2)

The Commission agreced to add capclin to the list of
species in Recommendation (2) for which fishing with nets
below the prescribed minima i€ permitted. It also agreed to
add horse mackercl and blue whiting to this list in certain
parts of its area. The full text of the resolution which
the Commission adopted is at Annex C.

Submission of Information on Mesh 3izes in Use

The Commission tock nots of the Liaison Committee's
recommendations and resclved that
(a) the reporting of mosh-sizc measurcments, preferably taken
with the I,C.E.S. zZauge be continued bty all member
countrics on a rcgulsr basis, in accordance with the
rclevant rcecommendation adoptnd at the Fourth Moeting

of the Commission,

(b) countrics should indicnte in thoir submissions of data tic

Commission Region, area and typc of fishery (e.g. whothor
for protected or Article 6 specics) and the coed-ocnd
matcrial to which the moasurcment refeoers,

(¢) the months in which the measurcments were made should be
reported and the inforostion suppliced to the N.E.A.F.C.
Scceretariat by the middle of December of the year

in question.



International Control

The Ccmmission agreed to the introduction of a Scheme
of Joint Enforcement of its conservation regulations, which
is to come inteo force on 1st January 156%; Member countries
are to inform the Commigsion by 1st March 1968 of their plans
for participation in the arrangements. The full text of the

Recommendation adopted is shown at Annex D.

Effort Regulation

The Commission agrced to keep the matter of restriction
of fishing effort under active consideration and to examine
it fully at its next meeting. In crder to facilitate this,
it asked the Arctic wWorking Group to consider and advisc the
Commission what statistics it wcould reguire to make assess-
ments of the state of stocks freom time to time,

Conservation of Herring Stocks in the Convention Area

The Commission passcd the resolution at Annex E.

Closurc to Trawling of an Area off the I'orth East Coast of
Iceland '

The Commission considered a propesal that trawling
should be prohibited in an area off thae Morth East Coast of
Iceland and passed the Roscolution at Annex F.

Conservation of Hake

The Commission nass=3d the Resclution at Anncr G,

Contributicn by the Commission to the Internaticnal Council
fer the Exploration of tihe Suas

The Commission agre.d to include a centritvution of
£2,250 to the International Council [or the Exploration of
the Seas in its btudget for the year cnding 3Cth Jane 13975,
It was also agreed that Covernm ots o Ceontracting states
should be roguestsd to agree to a furth-r contrlbtution for

this ycar of £1,300,



Finance

The Commission adopted the Provisional Statement of Income
and Expenditure for the year ending 30th June, 1967 and a
budget for the year ending 30th June, 1968 (Annex H).

Arrangements for the Sixth Meeting

An invitation from the Government of Iceland to hold the
Commission's next meeting (starting on 7th May 1968) in
Reykjavik was accepted with gratitude.

Press Notice

The Press Notice at Annex J was issued on 13th May .

Qffice of the Commission
London
May, 1967



ANNEX A

Prohibition of Nets with Meshes measuring between

50 mm, and the Minima prescribed by the Commission

The following additionsgl proviso to be included in
Recommendation (2):-

"provided that with effect from 1st January 1968, no
vessel shall carry on board or use any net having in the
cod-end meshes of dimensions between 50 mm. (irrespective
of the material used) and those specified in
Recommendation (1) in the area defined in paragraph (b)
of that Recommendation except those waters east of a line
drawn from Hanstholm to Lindesnes and in the area

specified in Recommendatior (2)(4).



ANNEX B

Minimum Mesh Size for Seine Nets in Region 1

"ps from 1st January, 1968, Recommendation(1)a)(iii)

shall take effect as though 110 mm.' were substituted for

400 mm.'."



ANNEX C

Extension of the List of Species Specified in
Recommendation (2)

The Commission resolves that Recommendation (2) should
be amended as follows:-
(1) After the words "{Trachinus draco)" there shall be
inéerted the words "capelin (Mallotus villosus),
blue whiting (Gadus poutasscu) and horse mackerel

(Trachurus trachurus).”

(2) After the words "smaller than those therein
specified;" there shall be inserted the words
"except that this recommendation shall not apply to
vessels fishing for horse mackerel and blue whiting
in Region 3 or for blue whiting in that part of

Region 2 south of 52O 30'N and west of ?OW."

The Commissicn further resolves that I.,C.E.S. should be
requested to study the distributicn and association of species
in Region 2 and to advisc the Commission regarding the need
for exclusion of blue whiting in part cf this Region as

prescribed in (2) above.
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ANNEX D

Scheme of Joint Enforcement

Recommendation

Pursuant to Article 13(3) of the Convention the Commission
recommends the establishment of the following arrangements iror
international control outside territorial waters and fishery
limits for the purpose of ensuring the application of the
Convention and the measures in force thereunder:-

(1) Control shall be carried out by inspectors. of the fishery
control services of Contracting States. The names of the
inspectors appointed for that purposc by their respective
governments shall be notified to the Commission.

(2) Ships carrying inspectors shall fly a special flag or
pennant approved by the Commission to indicate that the
inspector is carrying out international inspection duties.

The names of the ships so used for the time being, which may
be either special inspection vessels or fishing vessels, shall
be notified to the Commission.

(3) Each inspector shall carry a document of identity supplied
by the authorities of the fiag state in a rorm approved by the
Commission and given him on appointment stating that hehas
authority to act under the arrangements approved by the
Commission.

(4,) Subject to the arrangements agreed under paragraph (9),

a vessel of any Contracting State employed for the time being
in fishing for sea fish or in the treatment of sea fish in the
Convention area shall stop when given the appropriate signal in
the International Code of Signals by a ship carrying an
inspector unless actually fishing, shooting or hauling, in
which case it shall stop immediately it has finished hauling.
The master of the vessel shall permit the inspector, who may

be accompanied by a witness, to board it. The master shall
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enable the inspector to make such examination of catch, nets
or other gear and any relevant documents as the inspector dee..
necessary to verify the observance of the Commission's
recommendations in force in relation to the flag state of the
vessel concerned and the inspector may ask for any
explanations that he deems necessary.
(5) On boarding the vessel 'an inspcctor shall produce the
document described in (5) above. Inspections shall be made so
that the wvessel sulfers the minimum interference and
inconvenience. An inspector shall limit his enquiries to the
ascertainment of the facts in relation tc the observance of
the Commission's recommendations in force in relation to the
flag state of the vessel concerned. In making his examination
an inspector may ask the master for any assistance he may
fequire. He shall draw up a report of his inspectiocn in a form
approved by the Commission., He shall sign the report in the
presence of the master of the vessel who shall be entitled to
add or have added to the report any cobservations which he may
think suitable and must sign such observativns. Copies of tac
recport shall be given to the master of the vessel and to the
Inspector's Government who shall transmit copies to the
appropriatec authoritiecs of the flag state of the vesscl and
tc the Commission. where any infringement of the recommen-
dations is discovered the insgpector should where possible also
inform the competent authoritics of the flag state, as
notified to the Commission, and any inspection ship of the
flag state known to bc in the viciniiy.
(6) Resisﬁance to an inspector or failure to comply with his
directions shall be treated by the flag state of the vegsel as

if the inspector were an inspector of that state.
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(7) 1Inspectors shall carry out their duties under these
arrangements in accordance with the rules set out in this
recommendation but they shall remain under the operational
control of their national suthorities and shall be responsible
to them.

(8) Contracting States shall consider and act on reports of
foreign inspectors under these arrangemenis on the same basis
as reports of national inspectors. The provisions of this
paragraph shall not impose any obligation on a Contracting
State to give the report of a foreign inspector a higher
evidential value than it would possess in the inspector's

own country. Contracting States shall collaborate in order
to facilitate judicial or other proceedings arising from 2
report of an inspector under these arrangements.

(9) (i) Contracting States shall inform the Commission by
18t March each year of their provisional plans for
participation in these arrangements in the following year and
the Commission may make suggestions to Contracting States for
the co-ordination of national operations in this field
inecluding the number of inspectors and ships carrying
inspectors.

(i1) The arrangements set out in this Recommendation and
the plans for participation shall apply between Contracting
States unless otherwise agreed between them; and such
agreement shall be notified to the Commission:

Provided, however, that implementation of the scheme shall
be suspended between any two Contracting States, if either of
them has notified the Commission to that effect, pending

completion of an agreement.,
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(10) (i) When nets are inspected the meshes of the cod-end are
to be examined with a flat gauge with parallel sides,
a thickness of 2 mm., and the appropriate width made
of any durable material that will retain its shape
and constructed with a wedgc shaped section or
sections having a taper of 2 cm. in 8 em. calibrated
to measure the width of the meshes in which the
section or sections are inserted. An illustration
cf such a gauge is appended.

(i1} The appropriate width is the appropriate width pre-
seribed in the Commission's recommendations for the
type of net inspected and the area in which the
inspcetion takes plzce which are in forece in relation
to the flag state of the vessel ccncerned.

(iii) At least 20 consecutive meshes of the cod-end
running parallel to its long axis, starting at least
ten meshes from the lacings, are to he examined, cor
the maximum number 1f less than 20,

(iv) The gauge should he insertcd into the meshes when
wet s0 as to measure the long axis of the mesh when
stretched diagonally lengthwise. I1f the section of
the gauge with parallel sides passcs casily through
a mesh it is not undorsized. 1f the inspector haé
any doubt as to whethcr the gauge passcs easily
through, he shall insert the gauge in the mesh held
horizcntally and attach a weight of 5 kilogrammes to
the gauge and if the sectlion in the gauge with
parallel sides passes through the mash the mesh is
neot undersizod.,

(v) The number of undersized meshes and the width of
each mesh examined shall be entered in the inspector's
report, togethcr with the average width of the meshes

examined.,
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(vi) Inspectors shall have autherity to inspect all nets
other than those which are dry and stowed zway below
deck.

(11) The inspcctor shall affix an identification mark approved
by the Commission, to any net which appears to have been used
in contravention of the Commission's recommendations in force
in relation to thec fleg state of the vesscl concerned and
shall record this fact in his report.

(12) The inspector may photograph the net in such a way that
the identification mark and the measurement of the net is
visible, 1n which case the subjects photeographsd should be
listed in the report and copies of the photographs should be
attached to the copy of the report to the flag state.

(13) The inspector shall so far as reasonably practicable
examine the catch and may take such measurements as he deems
necessary to establish whether and %o what extent undersized
fish of protected species are presznt in the part of the catch
inspected. He shall report his findings including the number
of fish measured and the size of any fish which are undersized
to thé authoritics of the flag state of the inspected vessel

as soon as possiblo.



ANNEX E

|l

Conservation of Herring Steocks in the Convention Ares

The Commission

Having consider=d the report of the Liaison Committee on

measures that might be tuien with respcet to the herring in

the Southern North Sea, and taking into account the concern

expressed by some countries abeut the state of the herring

stocks in the Centrazl and Northern Horth Sea

(1)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

stresses the importance of continuing investigations

y

f

which may throw further light on the decline of the
herring stocks spawning in the Southern North Sea,
including larval surveys

endorses the rocommendation of the Liaison Committee
that o further substantial international tagging
experiment should be undertaken on the Blfden grourd
with supporting biclogical studies including
sampling for racial analysis

uryss the member countrics cencerncd to co-operate in
such an experiment to the maximum extent and in
particular, in view of the importance of 2 better
understanding of the effects of the Blgden fishery,
requests thaet more detailed statisties of cateh |
and fishing effort bc mide available from the
fisheries for young herring

asks I.C.E.8, to formulate = prooramnce of further
rescareh that would identily the Tootors affceting:
the stock of herring in the Contral North 3eq
invitces the member countrics eoncerncd to intensifty
resecrch on the herring stocks of the Northern North

Sca, with specizl regard to data on fishing effort.
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AINEX F

Ieciand

The Commission, after considering the propeosals put

forward by the Iceclandic Delugaticon for thoe cleosure to

trawling of an aresn off the tiorth East coost of Icelznd

and the observations made by other Delegations recommends:-—

(1)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

that a working gruﬁp e sct up consisting of
representstives of the rederal Republic of Germany,
Iceland, Nerway, thke U.S8.5.R. and the U.K. to
consider the Icelandle proposal and any modification
of it that mny appear desirable, and report to the
Sixth Mecting of the Commission;

that I.C.E.S., should be invited to send =
rcpresentative te meetings of the group;

that members of the group should consist of both
administrators and scicntists;

that the Icelandice Government should ve invited to

convene the first meeting of the group.
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ANNEX G

Conservation of Hase

The Commission, noting thc concern cxpressed by scveral
member countries about thoe decline in the catches of hoke frou
Regicn 2 |

reguests the member countrics concoerned to supply

as soon as possible to the Intournational Council for

the Bxploration of the Sea inproved stotistical information

relating to their catehes from this Hegion, sub-divided

by area of capture, including so far 2s possible the size
and age composition of the hai<e emtch, catches of cther
specics, the Tishing effort cmployed and the mesh size

of the nets uscd; sc¢ that the rnced for further

conservation mcasures can be assessad

and requests the Intecrnoticonal Ccuncil to report on
the information recelved tec the next mecting cof the

Commission-.



ANNEX 11
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ANNEX J

Press Notice

The Fifth Meeting of the North-~Last Atlantic Fisheries
Commission was held in Paris between 9th and 12th May, 1967.
Mr. David Olafsson (Icelaﬂd) presided. Delegations attended
from all Member Governments, namely:-

Belgium, Denmark, the Federal Republic of Germany, France,

Iceland, Ireland, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland,

Portugal, Spain, Sweden, the Union cf Soviet Socialist

Republics gnd the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland,

Observers represented the United States Government, the
Government of Canada, the Food and Agriculture Organisation of
the United Nations, the International Council for the
Exploration of the 3ea, the International Commission for the
Northwest Atlantic Fisheries, the 0.E.C.D. and U.,N,E.5.C.0.

2. The Commission agrecdlthat the minimum size of mesh fob
seine nets in the north western part of its area should be
increased to 110 mm. with effect from 1st January, 1968.

3 The Commission agreed to reintroduce the ban on the
carrying or use by vessels engaged in fishing for non-protected
species in that part of its area where the 70-80 mm. mesh
applies, of nets having cod-end meshes measuring between 50 mnm.
and the minima prescribed by the Commission.

L. The Commission considered the recommendations of its Special
Meeting, which met on Sth énd 6th May, for a system of inter-
national inspection at sea to improve enforcement of the
Commission's conservation measures. After searching discussioun
it adopted a recommendation providing for the introduction of

a Scheme of Joint Enforcement. The scheme is to come into
effect on 1st January, 1969; Member Countries are toc inform
the Commission by 1st March, 1968 of their plans for

participation in the arrangements.



- 19 -

5. The Commission had a further exchange of views on the
limitation oflfishing eff'ort in the light of comments submitied
by Member Countries since £he Fourth Meeting and 2 recent
report by a special working party of biclogistis and economists
set up by the International Commission for the Northwest
Atlantic Fisheries. It was generally agreed that more
scientific and statistical information was nceded before
limitation of fishing effort cculd be effected even on a
limited feasibility study basis. But all Member Countries
were agreed that the matter should be kept under active ccn-
sideration and that there should be a full examination

at the Commission's next meeting.

6. The Commission examined proposals for the closure to
trawling of an area off the north east coast of Iceland and
invited the Icelandic Government to convene a meeting of =
working group of scientists and administrators, including a
representative of the International Council for the
Exploration of the Sea, to consider the matter and report to
the Commission's next mee%ing,

T The Commission considered the question of conservation of
herring stocks in its area. It stressed the need for con-
tinuation of full scientific investigations, including larval
surveys, to discover the reasons for the decline in the ztociks
.of herring spawning in the southern North Sea; it also
supported proposals for an internaticnal tagging experiment and
supporting biological studies on the Blgden ground, and urged
Member Countries to co-operate to the fullest extent in this
work., It invited I,C.E.S? to formulate = resecarch programme
to identify factors affecting herring stocks in the central
North Sea. It asked Member Countries to intensify research

on herring stocks in the southern North Sea.
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8. The Commissicn considered the gquestion of topside chafers
and agreed that the present arrangements for authcerisation of
their use should continuclgntil 31st December, 1969, It
resolved that further considerztion should be given to assessing
the effects of chafers on selectivity and the possible ways

of eliminating their use altogether.

9. The Commission added capelin, blue whiting and horse
mackerel to the list of industrial gpeeies which may be caught
with small mesh ncts. Some areas vere excepted from this
concession in order to safeguard the stocks of protected species
which might be associated there with the above species.,

10. The Commission noted concern expressed by several Member
Countries about the declining catches of hake from the central
part of its area., Memter Countries concerned have been asked

to supply to I.C.E.3. mcre detailed statistics on their eatches
from the area so that the need for further conservation measures
may be assessed in the light of the Council's advice.

11. The Commissicn express=d its thanks to Dr. Lucas, the
retiring Chairman of the Liaison Committee, for his devoted
service and valuable co-operation during his tenure of offics.
12. The Commission unanimously expressed thceir warm
apprecciation of the hospitality afforded to then by the

French Government., They accepted with thanks the invitation

of the Government of Iceland to held their Sixth Meeting in

Reykjavik between 7th and 413th May, 1968,



