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2 NO '0/79 

l'l.QRTIFCAST ATLANTIC FL:i:LjJ LS CONi/IiISSION 

FIFTH !\IbETING 

.cONCLUSIONS i.ND R;:'COiv;iVILHDATIONS 

Artic 1 2 lli:LL~f~the~_oI0J3r'tj_m. 

(a) Pr'~hibit.i..2ll_Q.f IJetlL,.with Mc_shes_lil,o,surlI!£..betv!.s:en 5() mfu, 
~Lthe J]lipima prescribed bL_"Ll:l.~ Commis§ion 

'rhe C ornrni ssi on ",greed to res tore the re c ornmenda ti on -

wbich lapsed on 1 st June 1966 - whereby ,,0 nc'ts having in 

the cod-end m2shes of dirn2nsi :ms between 50 mm 0 cmd tbe 

minimum sizes S18cified iTl the Commissionls Recommendatlons 

could be carried on b081'd or used by vessels eng~Jged in 

fishing for tile species defirlsd in R~commEnd3tiGr~ (2) ~~ 

that part of the Conventic·n area wilere ths 70-80 mmo miDi~u~ 

mEsh size appli0do 

The Commission 3gr~sd that its Recommendations should tc 

amended accordingly (see iillE2X A)o 

(b) Minimum Mesh 81zGs for Seine 11E;ts in the Hcrthf.;rn Part 
Qf_th('" Q.9Jl.~smtion. Area' --.---- . .-. ---, 

The Commission deciclc:d to increase the minimum mesh sizic 

for seiri2 r0Ls in th;~ part of Region 1 ~est of' tt~ Greenwich 

Meridiall frenl 100 iDITl ~ t.c 110 !TllTI Q This brings the ;niniml~m 

mesh siz8 1'01' se ine nets iE the 1Nt'stt'rn p~'rt of' Region 1 into 

line "vi th that i"op th·.::: 1.=:aster}J Jart of the Region and is 

consonant wi til the d(;cision g t::tl':>:;D 'It t,il'~ Fourth Meeting of" 

th0 CommlssioTI 9 to r2is'J th~ miEimum ~~r~h sizes for trawl 

nets in this part nf 

(c.) U se of __ ~1.l£l£9r§, 

1-" .,,1'-,:: F: ,- ,c;i '.JT:: 

Tho: Commissi·,)D agpl.>:J ~!;~jt 

3,·: "=: P...:'ill ex E) ~ 

;~-3~n~ 3r'ra!!I:"T~2ts f~r 

the apprDval c,f '~h;~!f\:'"I-'S ~"l' '~~,y, L::-: ~,rr, ;':n.:..;d to tr-LI. ti.Pl> .. !' ::1'1'. 

of the c0d-2rl~jS Jf tra~vl n~ts~ set G'11 .. n Rcc0mm~ndation (3;~L; 

should be; extended £'01' " furti1''or FcC. I· uLtil 31st DE.ccmbcr,1';,C) . 
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The Commission also agrccd that information on the types 

of topside chafers in use in th8 Commission area and of their 

effects on cod-end selectivity, with particular reference to 

the design of and mesh size in th," topside chafers in use, 

should bo reported to the Liaison Committee by mid-December 

each year by all member countr:..(;S, It was further agreed to 

continue to giVE; attention to determining the effects of 

chafers on selectivity as well as to possH.le ways of 

eliminating the use of chafers altogether. 

(d) Extension of List of Sp.oCiE;S in Rccomm@dation (2) 

The Commission agrcE;d to add capclin to the list of 

species in R(;comm8ndation (2) for which fishing with nets 

below the prescribed minima i~ p,';rmi ttccd. It also agreed to 

add horse mackerel and blue whiting to this list in certain 

parts of its area. Th.o full text of the resolution which 

the Commission adopted is at Annex C. 

Submission of I_nfQ.rJna tLQ.n __ Q.n Mesh_~i~~e_l? __ in Use 

The Commission took not,; of thc" Liaison Committee's 

recommendations anu r(;se;lv8d that 

(a) the r"portiT!ls of me sh-size measllreml:nts, prefcrably taken 

wi th the I.C.E.S. gauge bo continued by all memb<:;r 

countries on a regular basis, in accordance with the 

r.olevant recomm8ndation adopted at the Fourth M<:;eting 

of the Commission, 

(b) countri,;s should indicntc in th'~ir submissions of dl,ta t11c 

Commission Region, area and type of fish(;ry (e.g. wheth~( 

for protected or Article 6 speclcs) and the cod-cnd 

mat~rial to whi~h the m~asurement refers, 

(c) the months in which th'c 'mE..asurem'cnts Wer(; made sho1.lld be 

rcportcd and th~ infor~&tion supplied to the N.E.A.F.C. 

Secretariat by the middle of Dccembcr of the year 

in question. 

1« 
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Internaj;ional_Colltyol 

The Commission agreed to the introduction of a Scheme 

of Joint Enforcement of its conservation regulations, which 

is to corne into force on 1st January 1,,6'7; Member countries 

are to inform the Commission by 1st March 1968 of their plans 

for participation in the arrangements. The full text of the 

Recommendation adopted is shClwYl at Annex D. 

Eff ort _lie~la t i or, 

The Commission agrcc'd to keep the matter of restriction 

of fishing effort under active conoidcration and to examine 

it fully at its next m~eting. In order to facilitate this, 

it asked the Arctic Working Group to consider and advise the 

Commission what statistIcs it would require to make; assess-

ments of the state of stocks from tim~ to time. 

Conservation of Ecrring Stocl,s in thc:.....C_:::.nvcntion Area 

The Commission passed th.:; resolution at Annex E. 

plosure to 'l'r'l)tlin.r;. of an Are..? .. -2.J.L_thc Forth ,.East Coast )f 
.Iceland 

The Commission considered a proposal that trawling 

should be prohibited in an ar8a off th', Forth East Coast of 

Iceland and pass(cd the R·~solution ,c,t .Annex F. 

Conservation of Hake 

Th" Commission paSSed U.e Res:lution at Anne;' G. 

Contribution by the Comrdssion to the Intcrnaticnal C':)Ul).cil 
for the; EX.i:,lor:.p_ti on .. £LJilS .. S.,eas 

The' C;.m!dssion agrcc.;r] to ir.clu·JL c, cOLtribution ~f 

£2,250 t.e) thrc Int'cl'national Council fsr the Lxplc.[,·,tic:n ,~f 

the Seas in its r,udgct for thc.; YLCiT'~L(Ln,s 30th .",W" < C.C,C. 

It was alse agr,cccd th:,:t GceVCCl·Lr.l,JiLS i C(wtr',ctine: Stat· s 

should bl~ rC'.-lu<:;st..:..-;u to ap!!'f:;l: to 3. furt:-! _'1' C''::ll-tl'itl_lti.:'':'L rc:t~ 

this year of £1,900. 
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Finance 

The Commission adopted the Provisional Statement of Income 

and Expenditure for the yea!' ending 30th June, 1967 and a 

budget for the year ending 30th June, 1968 (Annex H). 

Arrangements for the Sixth Meeting 

An invitation from the Government of Iceland to hold the 

Commission's next meeting (starting on 7th May 1968) in 

Reykjavik was accepted with gratitude. 

Press Notice 

The Press Notice at Annex J was issued on 13th May. 

Office of the Commission 
London 

May, 1967 



- 6 -

ANNEX A 

Prohibition of Nets with Meshes measuring between 

.20 mm •. , and the Minima pres_cribed b~ the Commission 

The following additionil proviso to be included in 

Recommendation (2):-

"Provided that with e~fect from 1st January 1968, no 

vessel shall carryon board or use any net having in the 

cod-end meshes of dimensions between 50 mm. (irrespective 

of the material used) and those specified in 

Recommendation (1) in the area defined in paragraph (b) 

of that Recommendation except those waters east of a line 

drawn from Hanstholm to Lindesnes and in the area 

specified in Recommendatior. (2) (A). 
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ANNEX B 

~1inimum Mesh Size for Seine NetjLjn Region 1 

"As from 1st January, 1968, Recommendation(1Xa)(iii) 

shall take effect as though '110 mm.' were substituted for 

, 1 00 mm.'." 
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ANNEX C 

Extension of the List of Species Specified in 

Recommendation (~ 

The Commission resolve-s that Hecommendation (2) should 

be amended as follows:-

(1) After the Ylords "(Trachinus draco)" there shall be 

inserted the words "capelin (Mallotus villosus), 

blue whiting (Gadus poutassou) and horse mackerel 

(Trachurus trachurus)." 

(2) After the words "smaller than those therein 

specified;" there shall be inserted the words 

"except th:o,t this recommendation shall not apply to 

vessels fishing for horse mackerel and blue whiting 

in Region 3 or for blue whiting in that part of 

Region 2 south of 52 0 30'N and west of 7°W." 

The Commission further resolves that I.C.E.S. should be 

requested to study the distribution and association of species 

in Region 2 and to advise the Commission regarding the need 

for exclusion of blue whiting in part of this Region as 

prescribed in (2) above. 



- 9 -
ANNEX D 

§2heme of Joint ETIfQrcemen~ 

Recommendation 

Pursuant to Article 13(3) of the Convention the Commission 

recommends the establishment of the following arrangements ~'or 

international control outsidE' territorial waters and fishery 

limits for the purpose of ensuring the application of the 

Convention and the measures in force thereunder:-

(1) Control shall be carried out by inspectors of the fishery 

control services of Contracting States. The names of the 

inspectors appointed for that purpose by their respective 

governments shall be notified to the Commission. 

(2) Ships carrying inspectors shall fly a special flag or 

pennant approved by the Commission to indicate that the 

inspector is carrying out international inspection duties. 

The names of the ships so used for the time being, which may 

be either special inspection vessels or fishing vessels, shall 

be notified to the Commission. 

(3) Each inspector shall carry a document of identity supplied 

by the authorities of the flag state in a form approved by the 

Commission and given him on appointment stating that hehas 

authority to act under the arrangements approved by the 

Commission. 

(4) Subject to the arrangements agreed under paragraph (9), 

a vessel of any Contracting State employed for the time being 

in fishing for sea fish or in the treatment of sea fish in the 

Convention area shall stop when given the appropriate sig'nal in 

the International Code of Signals by a ship carrying an 

inspector unless actually fishing, shooting or hauling, in 

which case it shall stop immediately it has finished hauling. 

The master of the vessel shall permit the inspector, who may 

be accompanied by a witness, to board it. The master shall 
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enable the inspector to make such examination of catch, nets 

or other gear and any relevant documents as the inspector dee 

necessary to verify the observance of the Commission's 

recommendations in force in relation to thE; flag state of the 

vessel concerned and the inspector may ask for 8.ny 

explanations that he deems nE;cessary. 

(5) On boarding the vessel 'an inspector shall produce the 

document described in (3) above. Inspections shall be made so 

that the vessel suffers the Minimum interference and 

inconvenience. An inspector shall limit his enquiries to the 

ascertainment of the facts in relation to the observance of 

the Commission's recommendations in force in relation to the 

flag state of the vessel concerned. In making his examination 

an inspector may ask thE. master for any assistance he may 

require. He shall draw up a report of his inspection in a form 

approved by the Commission. H8 shall sign the report in the 

presence of the master of' the v,'ssel who shall be 8nti tIed to 

add or have added to the report any observations which he maJ 

think sui table and must sign such observatiuns. Copies of t:18 

report shall bE; given to the master of the vessel and to tho 

Inspector's Government who shall transmit copies to the 

appropriate authorities of the flag state of the vess8l and 

to the Commission. vihere any infringement of the recommen

dations is discovered the inspector should where possible also 

inform the competE;nt authorit,i(;s of the f'lag state, as 

notified to the Commission, and any inspection ship of the 

flag state Jr..nown to bo in the vicinity. 

(6) Resistance to an inspector or failure to comply with his 

directions shall be treated by the flBg state of the vessel as 

if the inspector were an inspector of that state. 
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(7) Inspectors shall carry out their duties under these 

arrangements in accordance with the rules set out in this 

recommendation but they shall remain under the operational 

control of' their national aut.horities and shall be responsible 

to them. 

(8) Contracting States shall consider and act on reports of' 

f'oreign inspectors under these arrangement.s on the same basis 

as reports of' national inspectors. The provisions of' this 

paragraph shall not impose any obligation on a Contracting 

state to give the report of' a f'oreign inspector a higher 

evidential value than it would possess in the inspector's 

own country. Contracting States shall collaborate in order 

to f'acilitate judicial or other proceedings ariSing f'rom a 

report of' an inspector under these arrangements. 

(9) (i) Contracting States shall inform the Commission by 

1st March each year of' their provisional plans f'or 

participation in these arrangements in the f'ollowing year and 

the Commission may make suggestions to Contracting States f'or 

the co-ordination of' nationai operations in this f'ield 

including the number of inspectors and ships carrying 

inspectors. 

(ii) The arrangements set out in this Recommendation and 

the plans f'or participation shall apply between Contracting 

States unless otherwise agreed between them; and such 

agreement shall be notif'ied to the Commission: 

Provided, however, that implementation of' the scheme shall 

be suspended between any two Contracting States, if'· either of 

them has notif'ied the CommiSsion to that ef'fect, pending 

completion of' an agreement., 
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(10) (i) When netR nre inspected tlw meshes of the cod-end ar'c 

to be examined with a flat gauge with parallel sides, 

a thickness of 2 mm. and the appropriate width made 

of any durable material that will retain its shape 

cmd constructed Vii th a wedge shaped section or 

sections having a taper of 2 cm. in 8 cm. calibrated 

to measure the; width of' the meshes in which the 

section or sections are inserted. An illustration 

of such a gauge': is appended. 

(ii) The appropriate width is the; appropriate width pre

scribed in the Commission's recomme;ndations for the 

type of net inspected and thE' are:'l in which the 

inspection takes place which are in force in relation 

to the flag state of the vessel concerned. 

(iii) At least 20 consecutive meshes of the cod-end 

runnihg parallel to its long axis, starting at least 

ten meshes from the lacihgs, nre to he examined, or 

the maximum number if less than 20. 

(iv) The gauge should he inserte:d into th0 meshes when 

wet so as to measure the long axis of the mesh when 

stretched diagonally lengthwise. If the section of 

the gau,;>;e': vvi th paro.llcl sides P'3.SSCS easi ly through 

0. mesh it is not und"rsi zed. If the inspector has 

any doubt ns to whethe:r the gauge passes easily 

through. he: shGll insert th8 gctuze in the mesh held 

horizontally and}ttach '3. weight of' 5 kilogrammes to 

the gauge anri if the section in the go.U(:;8 wi th 

par'::!ll",l side,s prt~ses through the mesh the mesh is 

not undersized., 

(v) The, n11mber c'f' llndersiz("l meshes flnU thE:; width of' 

each mesh examined shall be entered in the inspcct~r'8 

report, together with the rtverag~ width of the meshus 

t;xamined. 
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(vi) Inspectors shall have authority to insp~ct all nets 

other than those ~!hich are dry and stowed away belo~ 

deck. 

(11) The inspector shall of'f'ix an id8ntif'ication mark approved 

by the Commission, to any net which appears to have been used 

in contravention of' the Commission's recommendations in f'orce 

in relation to the fl<:.g state of the vessel concerned and 

shall record this fact in his report. 

(12) The inspector may photograph the net in such a way that 

the identification mark and the measurement of the net is 

visible, III which case the sUbjt;cts photographed should be 

listed in the report and copies of the photographs should be 

attached to the copy of the report to the flag state. 

(13) The inspector shnll so far as reasonably practicable 

examine the catch [md may take such measurements as he deems 

necessary to establish whether and to what extent undersized 

fish of protected species are pres811t in the part of the catch 

inspected. He shall I'e;port his findings including the number 

of fish measured and the size of any fish which are undersized 

to the authoritius of the flag state of the inspected vessel 

as soon as possible. 



- 14 ~ 

ANNEX E 

C'2!!...SSIvation of Hr'rr)ng_ill}2_c.k~i,!LJJ1_2 Convention,_Ar",-~ 

The Commission 

Having consider~d th~ report of the Liaison Committee on 

measures thc:t might be tu:W]\ wi th respect to the herring in 

the Southr,':rn North Sea, :].nd tnking into nccount the concern 

expressed by some countries about the state; of the herring 

stocks in th<c Central nr,u Northf;rn North Sen 

(i) stressc,s th," importance of continuing investigations 

which may throw further light on the decline of the 

h~rring stocks spawning in the Southern North Sea, 

including Inrvnl surveys 

(ii) endorses th~ r~commendation of the Liaison Committee 

tha t a furth(, I' substcln tb,l in terna ti onal tagging 

experim,-"nt should be undcrtakGn on the Bl,6den grourrl 

with supporting biologic31 studies including 

s8mplin[, for' r8ci'11 ,onc<lysi s 

(iii) ur,,~s the JTI',mbcI' countri,cs ccnct;rncd to co-operate lYl 

such an r;xpcrimerlt to the maximum extent and in 

particular, in view of tht; import2nCt; of 2 better 

underst"nding of the effects of the Bl,6den fishery, 

requests t.h,"t more rlt:tailed stCltistics of catch 

and fishing (:ffort be m lde aVRilable from the 

fishllries for young h~rrinJ 

(iv) asks I,C,E,S, t.') f'ormul~,t(: ': pro,o;ramrJc Qf further 

rasc~rrh that would idnntlry ~h~ fActDrs 8ffectin~ 

the stock of herrin~ in th,; Ccntr~l ~orth S~Q 

(v) invites the' n";mt,,c:!' countri's c:)T!ccrnod to int,';nsify 

rrcsn,:pch on th,; h'crring stocks of' th~ Northern North 

S,'o., with sp<cci'O 1 r'cg8pd tD data un fishing effort.. 
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ANNEX F 

Iceland 

Th(j Commission, after cunsidering the proposals put 

forward by the Iccl·.m<lic D(dcgc,tion for the closure to 

trawling of' an area off the llorth East COQst of Icelcnd 

and the observ8 tions maJe by othe r D81ega ti ons rcecommcnds:-

(i) that a wurking ~ruGp be set up consisting of 

reprcs'~nt'"tivr,s of' the X:'edE'Nll Republic of Germany, 

Iceland, Norway, U.e U"S"S"R" and the U"K" to 

consider the Icelandic propusal and any modif'ication 

of it th~,t !TIr,y npPcRr desir8blc, and rt;port to the 

Sixth Meeting of' thr, Commission; 

(ii) thQt LC"E"S" should be invited to send a 

rcpresentatlve to meetings of' the group; 

(iii) that members of' the group should consist of' both 

administrators awl sci,mtists; 

(iv) that the Icelandic Government should be invited to 

conVC:DC the first meeting of the group. 
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ANNEX G 

Conserva ti on Q.I:'"HQt:_~ 

The Commission, noting the concern exprGssed by s0ver~,1 

member countri,;s Qbout the decline in the catches of hake fro 

Region 2 

rcquestsGhe member countries concern8d to supply 

as soon as possibld to the Int.:;rrwtionul Council fur" 

tho ExploretiGn uf the Sea iffiprovcd statistical informoticn 

relcting to their c;,tche;s from this Regiun, sub-divideci 

by areG of captur,_, includiE~ so far· :os possiblc tll,c siz,'; 

and age composition of the hake catch, cDtches of other 

species, til" fishinG effort employed and the mesh size 

of the nets used; so that th~ need for further 

conservation measures can be assessed 

and requests the Int(.rnr.:tional Cc-uncil to report on 

the information rcceivc';d tc the next meeting of the 

Commission. 
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ANNEX J 

Press Notice 

The Fifth Meeting of the North-Gast Atlantic Fisheries 

Commission was held in Pari s be tween 9th and 12th May, 1967. 

Mr. Duvid Olafsson (Iceland) presided. Delegations attended 

from all Member Governments, namely;-

Belgium, Denmark, the Federal Republic of Germany, France, 

Iceland, Ireland, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 

Portugal, Spain, Sweden, the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics and the United Kingdom of Great Britain nnd 

Northern Ireland. 

Observers represented the U;lited States Government, the 

Government of Canada, the Food and Agriculture Organisation of 

the United Nations, the International Council for the 

Exploration of the Sea, the International Commission for the 

Northwest Atlantic Fisheries, the O.E.C.D. and U.N.E.S.C.O. 

2. The Commission agreed that the minimum size of mesh fo~ 

seine nets in the north western part of its area should be 

increased to 110 mm. with effect from 1st January, 1968. 

3. The Commission agreed to reintroduce the ban on the 

carrying or use by vessels engaged in fishing for non-protected 

species in that part of its area where the 70-80 mm. mesh 

applies, of nets having cod-end meshes measuring between 50 mm. 

and the ~inima prescribed by the Commission. 

4. The Commission considered the recommendations of its Special 

Meeting, which met on 5th and 6th May, for a system of inter

national inspection at sea to improve enforcement of the 

Commission's conservation measures. After seClrching discussi ,);1 

it adopted a recommendation providing for the introduction of 

a Scheme of Joint Enforcement. The scheme is to come into 

effect on 1st January, 1969; Member Countries are to inform 

the Commission by 1st March, 1968 of their plans for 

participation in the arrangements. 
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5. The Commiss ion had n f'urther exchange of views on the 

limitation of fishing effort in the light of comments submitted 

by Member Countries since the Fourth Meeting and a recent 

report by a special '.lOrking party of biologi sts and economists 

set up by the International Commission for the Northwest 

Atlantic Fisheries. It was generally agreed that more 

scientific and statistical information was needed before 

limitation of fishing effort could be effected even on a 

limited feasibility study basis. But all Member Countries 

were agreed that the matter should be kept under active con

sideration and that there should be a full examination 

at the Commission's next meeting. 

6. The Commission examined proposals for the closure to 

trawling of an area off the north east coast of Iceland and 

invited the Icelandic Government to convene a meeting of a 

working group of scientists and administrators, including a 

representative of the International Council for the 

Exploration of the Sea, tJ consider the matter and report to 

the Commissi em's next m"e'ting. 

7. The Commission considered the question of conservation of 

herring stocks in its nrea. I t stressed the need for con

tinuation of full scientific investigations, including larval 

surveys, to eli scover the reasons for the decline in the s toc;;cs 

. of herring spawning in the southern North Sea; it also 

supported proposals for an international tagging experiment and 

supporting biological stUdies on the Blpden ground, and urged 

Member C,untries to co-operate to the fullest extent in this 

work. It invited I.e.E.S. to formulate ", research progr&mme 

to identify factors affecting herring stocks in the centrl"l 

North Sea. It asked Member Countries to intensify research 

on herring stocks in the south,"rn North Sea. 
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8. The Commission considered the question of topside chafers 

and agreed thGt the present arrangements for authcrisation of 

their use should continue until 31st Dec8mber, 1969. It 

resolved that further consideration should be given to assessing 

the effects of' chafers on selectivity :md the possible ways 

of eliminating their use altogether. 

9. The Commission added copelin, blue whiting and horse 

mackerel to the list of industrial species which may be caught 

wi th small mesh nets. Some areos .. iere excepted from this 

concession in order to safeguard the stocks of protected species 

which might be ossociated there with the above species. 

10. The Cammi ssion noted concern expressed by several Member 

Countries about the declining catches of hake from the central 

part of its areo. Member Countries concerned have been asked 

to supply to I.C.E.S. more detailed statistics on their o3.tches 

from the area so that the need for further conservation measures 

may be assessed in the: light or' the Council's advice. 

11. The Commission express,jd its thanks to Dr. Lucas, the 

retiring Chairman of the Liaison Committee, for his devoted 

service and valuable co-operation during his tenure of officd. 

12. The Commission unanimously expressed their warm 

appreciation of the hospitality offorded to them by the 

French Government. They accepted with thanks the invitation 

of the Governm(nt of Icelane! to hold their Sixth Meeting in 

Reykjavik betwt;en 7th ond 13th May, 1968. 


