RESTRICTED
THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES -

ICNAF Res. Doc. 67/15

INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR

Serial No., 1826
(D.a. 66)

ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1967

Icelandic Research Report, 1966

by
J. Jénsson
Subareas 1, 2 and 3

A. BStatus of the Fisheries

In 1966 Icelandic trawlers fished mainly in Div,. 1D, 1E and 3K.

Table 1 shows the landings by Divisions, fishing effort (number of
trawling hours) and species., As in previous years the most important species
caught were redfish and cod. The most important Division for redfish was
3K, whereas the cod was caught principally in 1D,

Table 2 shows the fishing effort and catch per unit effort of cod and
redfish in Subareas 1, 2 and 3 in the years 1964, 65 and 1566. As a whole,
the fishing effort was substantially lower in 1966 than in the two previous
years and the main reduction was in Subarea 1. This was also reflected
in the landings of cod and redfish from this area, especially the cod landings.
In this area the catch per unit effort of redfish in 1966 was about the
average of the two years before and the same goes for the cod landings. There
were no landings of redfish reported from Subarea 2 and the landings of cod
from this area were also quite small.

Fishing effort in Subarea 3 was somewhat lower than in 1965. Landings
of redfish from this area were higher than in the year before. Cod landings
from this area were on the same level as in 1965 and there was a slight increase
in the catch per unit effort.

B. Sampling of cod from commercial trawlers.

Two samples for length and age were taken in Div. 1D, one at the end
of April and the other at the end of May. They both show a very strong dom-
inance of the 1961 year-class. In the first sample this year-class constituted
75.1% of the landed fish and in the second its share was 63.2%. Other year-
classes of some importance were those from 1960 and 1957 which is in agreement
with last year's samples.

Three samples are available from East Greenland in May and June, The
sample from May shows a dominance of the 1856 and 1958 year~classes and 1s therefore
in good agreement with the age distribution on the Icelandic spawning grounds
at that time. The two June samples from East Greenland showed a clearcut dominance
of the 1961 year-class (50.3% and 69.2%) and the 1958 year-class (25.1% and 14.1%).
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