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INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR u THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES 

.3"rial No.2090 
(A.C.l) 

illTEU!\L MEETING - JUNE 1968 

IClfLF Gomm.Doc.b8/15 

Horth-East Atlctlltic ?isheries Commission 

Sixth I':ieeting 

Conclusions and Recommendati~ns(l 

Article 16 (1) of the Convention 

(a) Mesh Si~e for Wh:t_ting in the Irish Gea 

The Commission extended until 31st December, 197~ the 
concession that vessels based on and landing their catches in 
ports in the area in the Irish Sea between parallels 54° 30~ 
and 500 N latitude and west of 50 15" 1,7. longi tude may carry 

on board and use, for the purpose of ~atching whiting, nets 

not having in any part meshes of less than 60 mrn. notwi thst~tnd-
ing Recommendations (1) and (2)(b). It was agreed that 

Recommendation 2(1\.) should be renewed accordingly. 

(b) Use of Chafers 

The Commission recalled that arrangements for thE: approval 
of chafers or covers attached to the upper side of the cod-end 
of trawl nets set out in Recommendation 3(b) were 'to con-C}_uU0 

until 31st December, 1969. It reminded me~'nbE:r countries of 
the Deed to report to the LiaIson Corom:;. -.:tee by mid-December 

each year informa tion on the types of topsid2 chafers l.n USE' 

in the Commission al"ea and of their effects on cod-end 

selectivity with part5.cula.\' reference to the .:Jesign of, and 

mesh size in, the chafers. 

(c) Extensior;. of tnc Liut of Speer':"':::; ill Rccommenc',at'on 2, 

The Conuni:.,;sion agl''-'I..:d that Pola::c ":;0(: should be added to 

the U.st of spc(~.te~3 iC1 R~conun-=ll(.:ati·.Jn (~), anj it asked ICES 

to advisl.,:? whcth-..'i.· it WOU:'0 be safe to ad:: saury and silver 

smel ts Le the Li.E";;'. ThL' t"::J'~t oJ th",' aesolutlon ~deptGd ~s 

a t Ann~;·~ ~' .• 
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(d) Minimum Net Mesh Si.~~e and Size Lim! ts for Fish in 
Region 3 

The Commission agreod that, as from 1st January 1969, in 

Region 3, the minimum fish sizes should be raised to 30 em. 

for hake and 24 em. for sole; and that the minimum net mesh 

sizes should be 60 Mm. for singia twine synthetics, 65 mm~ 

for double twine synthetics and 75 Mm. for manila and sisal. 

International Control 

The Commission reaffirmed the Recommendation adopted at 

the Fifth Meeting and agreed that the statement at Annex B 

should be included in the report of the present meeting. 

General Principles of Regulating Fishing Intensity 

The Commission considered further the problems involved in. 

regulating fishing intensity, and agreed that these could best 

be studi'ed in the context of a concrete situation.. The 

Resolution at Annex C was adopted. 

FUrther Research at ICGland 

The Commission considered the Icelandic proposal for 

closure to trawling of an area off the north east coast of 

Ic,dand and the report of tne Rtiiykj?vik Worl(ing Group held 

in January 1963, and requested ICES to inl tiate a comprehens'~ve-

programme of research. The Resolution at Annex D was adopted. 

Co:nserva tieD of Hake 

The Commission took note of the comments on this matter 

in the Liaison Committee report ~nd, in particular, 1tS 

indication of the urgancy of the problem. It was noted that 

mo('e scientific inforrrlBtion ~nd st<1tistic~l data was required 

before deta.tIed asscssments of the effect of fishing On the 

stocks could be mn.de and L:hnt, while {{lore soph.~sticatGd 

statistics were :::::cing obtained, cOuD-_tr~{.'s should submit even 

incomplete inform:1tioll to the Li,'lison Com'll:;."'C~~~e - G.g. the 

number of vessels engngild on the hak0 fishery. 
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Conservation of Herring 3tocks 

The Commission noted from the Liaison Committee Report 
the ~rogross made in formulating and carrying out the 
programme of research to identify factors affecting the 
stocks in the north, central and southern North Sea. It 

urged member countries concerned to help ICES by providing 
the data it required for its investigations. It again stressed 
the urgency attaching to this matter. 

Mesh Size in Trawl Nets USQd in Catching Coalfish in Regi"'D 1 

The Commission noted a memorandum submitted by the 
delegation of Norway about the difficulties created for the 
Norwegian fishery for coalfish and agreed to consider this 
matter fully at a future meeting in the light of scientific 

advice. The Resolution at Annex E was adopted. 
Contribution to ICES 

The Commission agreed to include a regular contribution 
of £4,150 to the Intornational Council for the Exploration of 

tha Sea in its budget for the y~a. ending 30th June 1963. It 
also agreed that an additional payment of £1,717 should be 
made to the Council in the ye~r ending 30th June, 1968. 

Finance 

The Commission adopted the Provisional Statement of 
Income and Expenditure for the year aDding 30th June 1962 and 

the Budget for the year ending 30th June 1963 (t.nnex F). 
Arrangements for th0 Seventh Meeting 

The Commission agreed that its next meeting would be in 

London between 7th and 12th May 13069. 

Press Notice 

The Press Notice at fl.nnex G was issued on 14th May. 
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Of f _i cc: of the Commission 

Reykjavik 

14th May, 1963 
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ANNEX A 

Extension of the List of Speci0s SpGcified in 
RecommendatIon \2} 

Th£ Commission resolves that Reoommendation (2) shall 
be amended as follows:-

After the words "horse ma·okerel (Trachurus trachurus)" 
there shall be inserted the wordS "Polar cod (Boreogadus saida)" 

The Comm1ssion further resolves that ICES should be 
re~uested to cons1der the pro,,"sed add1tion of aaury (5combresox. 
saurus) and silver smelts (Argentina s11us and Argentina 
Sphyrmna) to the 11st in Recommendation (2) and to advise 
at the next meeting of the Commission whether the development 
of fisheries for these species would endanger the stocks of any 
protected species wh1ch may be found in association with them. 
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ANNEX B 

Sch0me of Joint Enforcement 
Statement to be included in the Report of the Meeting 

1. '!h" Commission adopted the Recommendation shJwn at Annex A 
and agr£'t:d that tht:; Rt.:commt:ndutlc·n should take cfr(;ct ':In 
1st January 1970. ("~: '!his Recommendation will be the so. ." 
as that adopted at the Fifth Meeting and set cut in Annex A to 
the PreSident's report of that mceting.~ 
2. '!he Commissioners agreed that subject to the appro val of 
their respective Governments, "hich would be notit'1ed to the 
Commission, and without prejudice to the rights of Contracting 
States uncleI' the provisions of paragraph 9(11) of the Schem,,:-

(a) as between the USSR and other Contracting States the 
provisions of the Scheme Nlating to inspection of 
guar bvlow deck and of catch would not be opt2ratlvta. 

(b) a8 bctwe"n Poland and ather Contracting States the 
provisions ')f the Sch(;m(; relating to inspt:1ction ,')f 
gear ·.)r catch bt:luw dtock would not be opcratlvo..:; and 

(c) as between Sweden and .)ther Cuntracting States the 
pr.)Vls1ons ':Jf thf:: S:.!heme: relntlng to inspectlcm of 
gl.:..'ar or crttch bcl~~w dt.:ck w:-mlc1 not be: )pE.rutiv ... : until 
1st J:lnuary 1972 or such t.;-2rliLf' ·J2tt. as th..:- Govt..:rnm€nt 
df SWLdt;:n m:'1Y n~,tify t .. ! tbL C:Jmmissi )n. 
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JlNNEX C 

Rl;gul~ l,.1' In ') [' Fi:Jhing Int<...n:.::lt,1 

Aft>...:r furtht:r consillurati..)n of th-.; pr~,bl,-,ms inv')lv<..:d in the 

regulation :)f fishing intl:nslty, tht.. Cornmissi,:::::n conclud(;d that, 

to maku further progress, th.:.:st. }iroblems w:)uld need t,:.. be studh:-;; 

in th~ context ~f a concrl,..)tc situation. 

Noting from tht' Rcp-..Jrt of the Liaison CDnuni ttuc thct in tnL, 

North East Arctic thl: rGductiun in cff;.:,ctiVt fishing intl';nslty 

which has alr"endy taken placf,;. on "tht. cod and hnddock steaks, 

if maint2.inE.:d, will lead t j S,--1ffie rf.::c:)vcry ~f thL st'.JCKS, 3.nd 

that additional gains c:::mlcl bL: "..ibt:1.1nE.:d by further rL:striction 

of fishing .;;;·ffurt, 

thL: Conunissi':>n c0ncludcc] thnt this w0ull\ b~~· D. suitable arL-~ 

to S01ect for study of thcsQ prl_1blems and invit(;c. the.. countri(;s 

concern ..... d in th,.:sL fl:3hcri..:s tu mCtJt with 01. vi..:.:w to) w-jrklng 'ut 

the dE:tnils of a schL'mo;.; tu rLstrict fishing mi ..lrt·'11ity ratt:s of 

th~ componc.:nt stocks in this nrE.a t,j thl..ir prcst.;nt c·Jmblned lev..:;;l, 

un108s (.Jthurwisl: agreed and to rc::p'Jrt the rt.sults t,..:.. thL 

CummissiDn nt its nLxt mLl~tlng;. 
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ANNEX D 

Further Research at Iceland 

With reference to the proposal for closure to trawling of 

an area off the North East coast c.f Iceland and to the report 

of the Reykjavik Working Group held in January 1968, the 

Commission resolves to request the International Council for the 

Exploration of the Sea to make arrangoments tJ initiate, as soon 

as practicable, and to co-ordinate the following additional 

resE:arch:-

1. To study further by all means available th" size and 

age composition of cod and haddook stocks .around 

Iceland and in adjacent waters. 

2. To identify the origin and proportion of recruitment 

from different arco.s, particulo.rly Greenland, to the 

Icelandic spawning ood fisher"J. 

3. To study by co-ordinated tagging experiments the 

dispersal and survival of immature and spawning fish. 

4. To identify, if possible, discrete racial character-

istics and to estimate by this means the prop'ortions of the 

different r'lces within the spawning stock 'of cod. 

5. To determine by exploratory fishing, echo surveys, etc. 

thE:) importance of the A.I'eas north of let-land and any oth(:r 

areas not at present fiShed as a Bouret: of rt::cruits to the 

spawning stock of cod or in ·other wr;ys 

with a view to preparing for c,onsideration at th", 9th Meeting sf 

th l;: Conunission new esti!lID.tes uf the: urr~cts ,,)f chang\Js in fishing 

effnrt '.m th~ yields 'Of the Icelandic co,l and he.ddock stocks. 
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i.NNEX E 

MLSh Sizt.' in Tr3.wl n .. :ts used in Catching Coalfish 
in Region 1 

The Commission takes note of the memorandum submitted by 

the delegation of Norway about the difficulties created for the 

Norwegian fishe~ for coalfish in an area between latitudes 

62 and 640N and east of 4')E by the decision taken at the Third 

Meeting to increase the minimum mGSh size for trawl nets 1n 

Region 1. It agrees to consider this matter fully, at a future 

meeting, in the light of scientific advice. 

The Commission resolves that, meanwhile, ICES should be 

requested to examine information to be submitted by the 

Norwegian dL'lcgatl'::m t-:)gt.:thcr 1IJith any rc::lGvant information 

Which other delegations may be able to provide and to report 

to the Sevl;)nth Meeting ,Jf th~ Commission on':-

I) the relationship between the stocks of cualfish within 

the area of the proposed exe:mptlon ~nd th':)st: 1n 

adjacent areas clf the north east Atl"ntic 

2) the relationship betw~cn cualfish and ether 

I)ssoci1:'..tE:d species 1n this ar8D., 8.nd 

3) the I:.:ffl:ct upun thl.: stDcks of conlfish and !}ssociat(;d 

sp ... ;cit:.:s :::'If Lx(..mptlng ttc flshcI""j" in this are[t from 

the provisions .of Recommendation 1 (,d (i). 
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4. The (:ommission considered r\ proposal for closure to trn.wlinc 

of an n.rcn off the North E'lst CC:1.st of IC:Jl[u:d "tne too}!;: note of 

tho rocommondntions of ;! opccial Working Group which had mot in 

Reykjavik last January. It asked the Intcrnation::ll Council for 

tho Exploration of the Sen. to ini-::inte without delay ,'\nd co

ordinate 3. comprehensive procr:'\mmc of rcso:lrch dosiGned to provide 

new cstimntGG of tho effects of chances in fishi~G effort on tho 

yield of Icol:\ndic cod ~nd hnddocLt stocks so th,'\ t the Commission 

may consider at a futuro mcctinc: whethor conservation m0asurcs 

nrc roquired. 

5. The Commission notct1 preliminary r\dvico from the 14ltcrr.:.ntion~1 

Council for the ZXplorntion of the Goa on tho decline of hake 

catchoe in tho contrnl pa~t of its ~rou nnd stressod the ureency 

of the problam. It urGod membor countries concerned to provide 

statistics as ~ basis for asseSSMent of the need for conservation 

measures in the aro~. 

6. The Commission d.iscussed the USc of topside ch."\fers :ll1d strosscc 

tho need for its members to provide inform~tion on the desien and 

mosh sizo of topside chnfcrs in usc. 

matter under revi0w. 

It n.crcucl to J.',:ur.]p this 

7. The Cor.u'1ission oJctcnd0d until 31st DcccnDor 1971 the con-

cession that vessels b~scd on ~nd l1.ndinc th0ir c:1.tchcs i:1 ports 

in thQ nr{}::\ in tho Irish 30:1. Dotw0cn th...::: p.1.r:1.11 ,.]ls of 54°30 "'"od 

530 N. In.tituao and west of 5°15. fl. loncitud:J 1:1.,":!1, for the purpose 

of c:"1tchlnr.; whitin[~, c:"1rry .,\nc1 USC' nets with '\ J:1ir:iiJurn. nosh siz._' 

of 50 r.lln. 

G. The Cor.mission C"~V0 furthur elos\.) consid0r ...... tion to th0 coc.s;.;-r-

vation of hurrin[~ stocl~G in j_tD ~r·~'~ ~::1d il0t.::J. th,) :?roi3r~ss i:'.:\,,:1..] 

in formulntinr; ~ncl p0rforr.lint~ .j, 'proGr~.lM.-;:: oi research to identity 

fn.ctors nffucting th,", stocltG iIJ. the north, c0ntr:::l.l and southorn 

rrorth Be,,-. It struGs""d th"" urC·~!llcy of this tl:-\.ttcr and c:1.11,xl upon 

rnuobur COUl1trius conccrlK~d to .j,s:Jist by providin(" 1(:33 with th·') 

sci0ntlfic d.'\t~ it rcquir0d for its invcstig.'"\tions. 

- 2 -
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9. The Cornr.1ission added Polar cod to tho list of spccias which 
may be cau~ht with stl ...... ll mesh nets. It also asked th~ Iiltcr-
national Council for tho Exploration of the Son to consider and 
report whether it would be advisable to add· n.".lury and Silver Smelts 
to the list. 

10. The Commission "arced that as from 1st J,~nuary. 1969, i:l the 
part of the Convention area south of 4!l°N. the minimutl fish sizes 
should be raisod to 30 cm. for hake and 24 cm. for sole nnd that 
the minimum net ~esh size should be 50 mm. for sinele twi~e 
synthetics, 65 tltl. for double twine synthetics and 70~. for 
manila and Sisal. 

11. The COtltlission learned of dilticult~es 1acinrr the Norwegian 
fishery for coalfish and, te permit cons1depation 01 the problem 
at its next meeting. requested the Intorn~tional Council for the 
Exploration of tho Gen to 0x~~ino scientific dnta and submit 
advice on the relationship botwoen the stocks of coal fish in the 
aren of the fishery ~ith stocks in adjacent waters and with 
nssocintcd spocies in the area. 

12. The Commission toalt noto of tho reSiGnation of M. RouCe 

(Franco) from tho post of First Vice PreSident and expressed its 
croat appreciation of the services he had rendered durinG his 
period of office. Mr. A. S. Gaidoukov (USSR) was elected First 
Vice President and Mr. G. l.Iocltlinehoff (Federal Republic of 
Germany) was elocted Second Vice P~csident. 

13. Tho Commission uDaolnously expressed its vory \Varu .'1.pprecia-
tion of tho genorous hospi tali ty 13xtendcd to then by the Govcrnnont 
of Iceland. Tho next racetinG \"/i11 bo held in London bctw0Gn 

7th and 12th Mc.y, 1969. 

Office of the COr.uJission 

RayltJavUo,;: 

14th illi.Y, IS,S:) 
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