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At thoir meotint; in Hamburl in Oct-ber 1967, the Joint 'Norkilll: Party asked member countries to provide information on the length, weight and age composition of their salmon catches. As a first contribution towards the provision of this int'ormstion 1'or Scottish sa.1mon catohes, this report gives the appropriate data for the commercial s~lmon catches taken on the River North Esk :Crom 1 )'62 to 1966. ~teps are being taken to extend these observations to other important Scottish salmon rivers in 1968 Iilld sullsaquent years. . 

Since 1962, the net and coble catch on the North Esk has been sampled on one or two days each week throughout the commercial 1'ishint; season, which extends from 16th February to 31st August. Except durin/,) Ji'ebruary, March v.nd Apri11962, when only a prop.)rtion 01' the catch on the appropriate days was sampled, the completo catch taken during each sampling period hes been exrunined. ~cole semples were taken 1'rom each fish and its 1'ork length and weir,ht recorded. The p~ortIon 01' the totltl annual cD.tch sampled was ~ in 1962 rnd variod from 21" to 25~: from 1963 to 1966. 

The values l')ivan here are for salmon en~. the distinction between salmon and grilse being made on the basis ot' soale reading tLnd not on the u8ual criteria employed by the fishermen. Table 1 gives the age composition f'or each yenr Ul1n the overall age composition averaged t'or the five years 1962-1966, while Table 2 shows the monthly distribution ot' the various age groups averaged over the f'ive-yeHr period. ~'ables.3 and 4 give the averEl!e len{,ths and averat;e weights t'or each your and the overall values averaged f'or the 1'ive year period, while Tables 5 ."nd 6 show f'ive .year average values f'or these parameters 1'or each month in each aee cnt,,{;ory. 

Table 1 

AGf! 

1 " .. 
1 .3 

?? 
'.I 7 ' .• .J 

2.J,. 

~ '", :J. ,': 

3.3 

11-.2 
4.3 

J"t·rviOU5 
2aI'f '~·.ners 

Percenta 

1962 

1.3 

30.8 
5.2 

1,9.4 
!).1 

2.2 
0.8 

3.1'. 

.1.2§.J 

2.2 
0.3 

60.5 
2.1 
0.2 

29.9 
1.0 

1 .3 

2.5 

~vlmon Cntch 
th taka 1962-1966 

12& 12§..2 1,966 Overnll 

<'.0 0.2 0.7 1 .3 
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'l'l,ble 2 Average l.lonthly Percentatle ALOe ComEosi tion, Contr.lercial r;l'.lmon Catch, 
River liorth ~;sk, 1962-1 S66 

AGc February Murch April 1,lay ~ July ~sJ. 

1,2 0.4- 0.5 0.3 0.8 2.1 3.3 5.6 
1.3 0.3 0.4- 0.6 0.4- 0.1 0.1 

2.2 31.5 39.4- 4-6.G 61,4- 63.5 65.7 75.1 
~ , 
~ .. ;; '11.1 10.3 7.5 3.1 1.5 0.6 ?2 
~: ./1- 0.2 0.1 0.0 

3.2 1~5.6 1.0.7 38.5 31.6 30.6, 25.1 1 ~.1 
3.3 ~ .• 8 1 •• 0 2.1 0.5 

4.2 3.0 2.1 1.6 0.5 1 .1 0.8 
4.3 0.2 0.1 0.1 

Previous 2.9 2.5 2.4- 1.7 0.9 4-.4- 5.0 
Zpawners 

Table ~ Avera 

:Jea ·.'iinters 1962 1963 .l2§.!t 1965 .1966 Overall 

2 76.0 74.3 71.8 72.7 73.1, 73.2 

3 92.0 87.2 88.4- 86.4- 87.0 87.4-

4 104-.0 100.0 102.7 
Previous 78.1 79.5 75.0 79.6 79.8 76.9 

S!J;lWners 

('vcr-all 77.9 74-.9 73.1 74.5 75.1 74.6 

Table I. ~a~e \,/ei~t {kI:02. Commercial Salmon C;"tch, 
River orth l:sk, 1962 - 1966. 

~.:inter3 ~ 1963 .12§.lt 1965 19(,6 Ovor&lJ --
" 1 •• 7 1>.5 3.9 4 .• 2 1 ... 3 1 ... 3 , 

7 7.2 7.4- 7.1. 6.9 7.2 7.2 "" 
i l· 12.2 ~ .1 11.2 

T'r£:vl.ous 1,.8 5.5 Jf .G ~ .1 .. :.c .5 ." 
t\pi,~'/neru 

Cve!'all 5.0 4.7 1 •• 2 4.,) 4.6 4.5 
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Table 5 Monthly Averac;e Fork Length (em), Commerc; ttl 8" lmon CD.teb, 
River Ilorth Enk, 1962-1966 

Sea "Iinters 

!!!.~ 2 ~ it 
Previous 

(,v ern. 11 
:CPP'/Ilcrs 

li'ebruflry 69.9 1:6.9 1 O?.O 81.6 73.0 
III reh 70.J. U7.3 U.1 73.~ 

AJ.'ril 71.7 88.1 1C'4.0 83.6 73.7 
IJay 73.2 88.4 7S.6 73.~ 
June 75.7 B8.3 76.6 75.9 
July 77.5 91.6 6':).6 77.3 
.~.UgU8t 82.3 87.4 79.3 82.2 

.!!!J2..le 6 ",Ionthl !'~,1;l.lmoll_ ~_3_:t.cl.l-,-

River North 

~ea ;Iinters 

l.Jm1U £ ~ it 
f'rev1~ Overpll 
l~~!':!~ 

Ii'f:!brunry 3.6 7.0 10.3 ~-). b 4.3 
M::-,roh 3.7 7.1 5.7 4.3 
April 3.9 7.4 12.9 6 .~! 11·.3 
I:p..y 4.3 7.5 5.4 iJ.5 
June 4.8 7.6 h .. B 5.0 
July 5.1 7.9 3.h 5.0 
August 6.1 6.7 6 •. \ G. 1 
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