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In Norway there are more than 200 salmon and sea-trout rivers and several 
thousands of smaller rivers and brooi<B where sea-trout enter but _ll])on 8aldOl]) or 
never, At present we possess figures for about 170 rivers in the statistios, but 
in the first years up to 1883 we only find 66 rivers mentioned. We do not know 
exactly the quantities of sea-trout, but we estimated them to be less than 10% of 
the salmon catch. 

The sea-trout fishery is on the Whole based on fish of Norwegian origin. 
We know, however, from =erous tagging experiments tha t our salmon fishery is to 
some degree based upon salmon which originate fran the U.S.S.R. in the northern 
part of Norway and especially in Finnmark, and we also know that in ths southern 
part of Norway we fish soms salmon which originate fran Sweden and the British 1s1ss. 
On the whole, salmon fran foreign countries amount only to a very small proportion 
of the total fishery. 

In Table 1 we find figures for the total oatch, oatch at sea, catch in 
rivors, the number of bag-nets, and the catch per bag-net for the years 1876-1965. 
As most of the salmon in this period have been caught in bag-nets the varying 
oa toh per bag-net gives a fairly good idea of the fluctua tiona in the salmon stock. 
The bag-nets of to-day may, however, be somewhat more efficient than those used 
in former days; now they are made of nylon thread and are able to bettsr stand the 
pressure of waves and currents •• 

In Figure 1 we find a graphical picture of the total yield of salmon and 
sea-trout, the yield at sea, in the rivers and the number of bag-nets. From 1876 up to 
the "nineties the total yield increased with the inorease in the number of bag-nets. 
From tha t time on the yield deoroo.s ed in spite of the increas e in the number of 
bag-nets. This faot has usually been explained by the biologists as an effect of 
overfishing, but the professor in statistics, Per Ottested, could find no atltotiQtiaul 
proof for this being so. 

Up to the beginning of the "fifties" the yield of salmon fluctuated 
'c between 713.000 kg and 1.320.000 kg. The number of bag-nets varied at tho same tim" 

between about 5000 and 9000. Fran the beginning of the "fifties" we have had a 
steady incroose in the yield of salmon in spite of a rather oons tant number of ba,,­
nets. During thiB period we have had an increasing number of drift-nets and other 
types of nets, whioh have certainly exploited the salmon stock for some hundred 
thousands kilos. 

From Figure 2, where the catoh per bag-net is shown, it should, however, 
be clear that there must have been a ranarkable inorease in the salmon stock. The 
ua tch per bag-net is even higher now wh,m we have 7-8000 bag-nets than it was in the 
"seventies" and" eighties", when the number of bag-nete were from less than 2000 
up to slightly more than 4000. 

The conolusion is, therefore, that the salmon stock in Norway 
ie at present at 0. rather high lovel. Apart from the probably [~ood natural 
.CWndi tiorllJ provailing, the reason for this mo.y also be the better control of 
~legal fishing, ospocially in the weekly closed time, increased artificial 
propago. tion and the oons truction of 0. large number of' fish ways, os peoially in the 
northern part of Norway. 

The inoreaoe in the drift-net fishery and, perhaps even more the 
inoreaso in the number of other gill-nets is alarming. We do fear that overfishint; 
may take plnoe if we do not find some way of Clontrollinv; thin fishery. 
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TABLE 1. 

/ 

lr Total f"",lt ,.,..It i .jeen r"",lt i el. Antall kil ... tor ranaat pr. kilenot 
Year Total yield Yiold of •• oti.bing Yield of ri •• rtlobing Ro. of bngncts Catch par bagnet 

ltrJ5 
6 547.7trJ )61.928 185.859 1.718 152 
7 538.174 348.3~ 189.775 1.726 141 
8 530.980 J48.~2 181.988 1.780 131 
9 460.175 315.851 144.324 1.905 94 

1880 458.482 310.270 149.520 2.002 113 
1 5)8.840 3trJ .581 152.039 2.045 1;5 
2 433.484 289.069 144.685 2.205 100 
3 624.223 411.932 213.311 2.1/6 146 
4 782:/97 51/.118 245.679 2.670 159 
5 916.976 640.921 276.055 3.065 167 
6 754.023 524.826 229.197 3.1/2 123 
7 800.059 56.1.353 235.706 3.723 128 
8 896.3trJ 676.626 219.761 4.054 139 
9 863.941 669.839 194.102 4.427 122 

1890 899.105 654.447 244.658 4.747 112 / 

1 1.145.852 896.779 249.07 3 5.273 11/ 
2 1.016.298 780.723 235.575 5.522 113 .. 
3 trJ7 .783 679.729 198.054 5.6trJ 107 
4 765.984 566.225 199.759 5.847 B7 
5 926.991 705.544 221.447 5.898 100 
6 966.71/ 759.410 207.327 6.339 97 
7 1.228.731 966.513 262.218 6.641 115 
8 997 .661 767.719 229.942 7.045 85 
9 1.001.034 805.325 195.709 7.213 f!/ 

1900 1.142.751 939.423 203.328 7.518 102 
1 1.030.831 842.448 188.383 7.913 93 
2 1.030.882 812.18) 218.699 8.190 80 
3 965.3)6 738.111 227.225 8.796 71 
4 730.574 578.764 151.810 8.154 61 
5 860.479 681.110 179.369 8.0la 75 I 

6 923.3trJ 728.859 194.528 8.029 81 

j 
7 968.753 745.406 223.347 8.098 80 
8 952.255 741.432 210.823 8.052 71 
9 862.086 693.605 168.481 8.027 72 

1910 trJ9.194 689.459 189.735 7.847 72 
1 935.382 735.314 200.068 7.747 81 
2 908.278 718.124 190.154 7.591 82 
3 864.558 699.626 184.932 7.281 8'. 
4 1.044.123 839.650 204.473 7.277 101 
5 965.5trJ 770.771 194.816 6.7 13 96 
6 785.665 622.134 163.531 5·917 90 
7 792.600 655.068 11/.532 5.292 107 
8 713.755 565.647 148.108 5.060 84 
9 888.985 715.016 173.969 5.276 113 

1920 817.21/ 639.679 177.558 5.244 154 
1 1.217.779 968.584 249.195 5.910 137 
2 1.042.575 810.463 232.112 6.316 118 , 

3 978.764 749.032 229.732 6.531 113 
4 1.024.798 817.344 207.454 7.065 103 
5 1.110.914 694.991 215.923 7.555 89 

r 
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T ABLE I. (continued) 

lr Total fangst Fangst i IjllJen Fangst i elv Antall kilenster Fonget pre kilenot 
Year Tota.l yield Yield of eOBfiahing Yield of riverfiehing No. of bagneta Catoh per ba(~net 

1926 1.320.924 1.102.288 218.636 8.171 116 
7 1.208.128 1.0)0.159 177 .969 8.734 108 
8 905.654 748.971 156.683 8.704 76 
9 844.315 704.759 139.556 8.671 74 

1930 871.909 719.713 152.196 8.389 80 
1 993.467 803.727 189.740 8.409 77 
2 909.986 726.322 183.664 8.407 80 
3 757.861 616.419 141.442 8. 1,54 67 
4 1.024.765 841.469 183.296 8.532 89 
5 1.150.137 962.194 If!! .943 8.721 102 
6 1.179.222 998.472 180.750 8.ff/9 104 
7 1.275.923 1.082.151 193.772 8.760 108 
8 1.154.360 970.698 183.662 8.835 102 
9 1.197.510 1.008.943 188.567 9.191 104 I 

1~40 f!!7.J41 723.831 154.203 5.967 112 I 
I 

1 867.854 746.328 121.526 6.865 102 
, 

2 f!!6.732 749.867 126.865 6.505 107 
3 030.096 701.679 136.417 6.608 99 
4 863.551 719.275 144.276 6.547 102 
5 849.783 696.195 153.588 5.772 114 
6 901.530 794.945 186.593 6.405 117 
7 954.085 780.734 173.351 6.458 109 
0 908.978 812.220 176.758 6.663 111 
9 1.089.427 908.325 181.102 6.733 125 

19~O 896.084 729.955 166.129 6.066 97 
1 1.053.157 892.168 160.989 7.098 116 

, 

2 1.198.227 1.027.853 170.374 7.217 130 
3 1.313.500 1.113.404 200.184 7.331 142 
4 1.439.010 1.207 .339 231.671 7.829 145 
5 1.402.837 1.272.742 210.095 8.017 149 
6 1.453.537 1.267.565 185.972 7.976 145 
7 1.610.806 1.396.ff/4 213.932 8.150 155 
8 1.489.794 1.238.094 250.900 7.741 145 
9 1.403.446 1.194.727 208.719 7.846 136 

1960 1.650.988 1.422.153 236.035 7.446 172 
1 1.533.061 1.334.853 198.200 7.331 158 
2 1.934.506 1.670.7f!! 2630719 7.313 175 
3 1.785.997 1.552.576 233.421 7.162 It, 
4 2.156.962 1.836.943 320.019 7.348 I'IS 
5 1.999.936 1.705.862 294.074 7.114 172 
6 1.'I\~1 ·U"1 I. jjj :i~+ ).SS ,qJ, 
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