
RESTRICTED 

INTERNA nONAL COMMISSION FOR THE NORTHWEST A TLANnC FISHERIES 

Serial No.2223 
(A.a.4) 

ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1969 

Simplified Guide to ICNAF Trawl Regulations 

ICNAF Comm.Doc.69/6 

with authorized topside.chafers, mesh gauges. and mesh size differentials 
(2 May 1969) 

by the Executive Secretary 

In accordance with the requirements of the 1968 Annual Meeting, the 

Executive Secretary has updated the Simplified Guide to the ICNAF Trawl Regulations 

with information provided to 2 May 1969. The Simplified Guide is attached as 

Appendix 1. 

As a reminder and ready reference, the four topside chafers authorized 

for use by the Commission in 1966 and 1967 (see ICNAF Notification Series Nos. 

1, 17 March 1967, and 4, 28 July 1967) are described briefly in Appendix II. 

They are the ICNAF-type chafer, the modified ICNAF-type chafer, the multiple· flap-

type chafer and the large mesh (modified Polish-type) chafer. 

In addition, the mesh measuring gauges and the mesh size differentials 

for different trawl mesh materials as authorized for use by the Commission in 

1967 (ICNAF Notification Series No.3, 28 July 1967) are presented in Appendix III. 
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APPENDIX II 

1. ICNAF-type topside chafer 

Description 

The ICNAF-type topside chafer, as described in the 1955 Commission 

proposals (amended in 1957) for Subareas 3, 4 nnd 5 and the 1961 proposals 

for Subareas 1 and 2, is a "rectan!',ular piece of netting to be attach"d t.o 

the upper side of the cod-end of the trawl net to reduce and prevent damage 

so long as such netting conforms to the following conditions: 

(a) This Ilettini~ shall not have a mesh size less rhan that spc-

cified [for the codends]. For the purposes of this sub-

paragraph, the [specified] mesh size when measured wet after 

use shall be taken to be the average of the measurements of 

20 conse-cut i ve meshes in a series a cross the ne t ting, such 

measurements to llc made with a likt· gauge inserted into ttle 

mcshcf:.i a~~ specifipd (for the cod(\nd me:-ih nizt' measurement<.;]. 

(b) This netting Iliay be faRtened to th" end-end only along ti,e· 

forward :u1d lateral edges of the netting and at no oth('r 

place: in it, and shall be fasten('d in SlJCll a ma}lner that it 

extends forward of the splitting strap no more than four 

meshes and ends not less than four meshes in front of th~ 

cod line mesh. 

(c) The width of this netting shall be at least one and a half 

times the width of the area of t~le cod-end which is covered, 

such \"lclths to be measured at rigllt angles tP thE.' long axis 

of the cod-·end." 

TOr-SIOI! Ctd,'ING r.EAR MUST 8f" 

I-IIO! Tt"'[~ INIOT'·I Of" rOf'O' COO fND:.7" 

ONLY NETTINO PERMlfrED // 

ATl,lt;HEO NOI L(o;s THAN -4 MI!SHI!S / 
AHEAO (H Co' (11ItE Ml1H / !~~ITTING 

~TO HEADLINE ----.• ,.tiP'" MAV NOT BE "TUCHEO 
MORE THAN" MESHES 

AH[ AD or SPLI T TING STRAP -----~. ;"~l1/r0:: \ !TRAP" 

.,..., 1:.' fA' "-. ,,~\~~. . i; \ .... ;\;~ NOTHING PERMIT TEO TO.COVE~ 
,'.'. ' ~"R '~~:';<i~~,'" ":. .. !=> F"OWA~O PART Of" NE T 

~,O:._ ~t",y ... -.~ >--"j'" ... .,.,./, ...... _'""_.N --=---7~"'" 
~~~~ / 
." -Z ~~~'~~;~~;R: .-. 

ANY MATERIAL MAY B£ uSED TO 
PROTECT THE eOTTOM 0" COO (NO 

h 
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2. Modified ICNAF,-type topside chafer 

Deficription 

The modified ICNAF-type topside chafer, as defined in Article 7(2) (ii) 

of the 1946 Convention for the Regulation of the Meshes of Fishing Nets and Size 

Limits of Fish, is described as follows: 

Note: 

"[. , ,it shall not be deemed unlawfuL" 1 

(ii) to attach a rectangular piece of netting to the upper side of the 

cod-end of a trawl net to reduce and prevent damage so long as 

such netting conforms to the following conditions: 

(a) this netting shall not have a mesh size less than that spe

cified for the net itself; 

(b) the netting may be fastened to the cod-end only along the 

forward and lateral edges of the netting and at no other 

place in it. and shall be fastened in such a manner that it 

extends forward of the splitting strop no more than four 

meshes and ends not less than four meshes in front of the 

cod-line mesh; where a splitting strop is not used the net

ti ng shall not extend to more than one-third of the cod-end 

measured from not less than four meshes in front of tlte 

cod-line mesh; 

(cl the number of meshes in the width of the netting shall be at 

least one and a half times the numher of meshes in the width 

of that part of the cod-end which 1S covered, both widths 

being taken at right angles to the long axis of the cod-end," 

This topside chafer d1ffers from the ICNAF-type chafer onJy in that it 

prescribes the extent of ti,e topside chafer netting where a splitting strop is not 

used, See latter half of sub-paragraph (b) above 

3. Mult tille-flap type topside cb21£!: 

DeHcrJp.tioll 

'I'll(' mult iple-flap type topside chafer is defined in the I:nited 

Kingd,'m statutory regulations as "pieces of netting have in all their parts 

mt'~hes the ulmenftious of wh:lch, whether the pieces of netting are wet or 

dry, nrp not leHs than those of the meshes of the n(~t to wh1_eh tlJ<~y nre at

{.lclH'd; 11rovldeJ that: 
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(i) poch piece of netting 

(a) is fastened by its forward edge only across the cod-end at 

right angles to its long axis; 

(b) is of a width of at least the width of the cod-end (such 

width being measured at right angles to the long axis of 

the cod-end at the point of attachment), and 

(c) is not more than ten mcshes long; and 

(11) the aggregate lenr,th of all the pieces of nettinll so attached 

does not exceed two-thirds of the length of the cod-end." 

? ~, 

----...........'-~ -... ... .... ... ...... .. 
''''",-

" '" y-~ 

~~'{A$ ATTAC."p 'x 
,.. ........ <O~ r 1W>JlU..~ 
~Q1"'"I"' 

4. Large-mesh (modified Polish-type) topside chafer 

Description 

The large-mesh topside chafer approved by the Commission as the 

Polish-type chafer at the 1966 Annual Meeting and with modifications approved 

at the 1967 Annual Meeting consists, in general, of a rectangular piece of net-

ting attached to the rear portion of the upper side of the codend and extends 

(lv,'r all or <illY part of the upper aide of the codend and has in all its parts 

a mesh size twice as large as the mesh size of the codend and a width the same 

as the codend. The netting is fastened to the codend along the forward, lateral 

and rear edges of the netting in such a way as to secure that the meshes of the 

netting exactly overlap the meshes of the codend. The netting is made of the 

same twine material and size as that of the codend. 
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Example 1 (chafer covering three-fifths length of codend) 

G 

This example of an authorized large-mesh chafer is the Polish

type chafer as recorded in a paper by W. Strzyzewski on "The 

Effects of the Use of Chafing Gear on Selection Factor" (ICNAF 

Res.Doc.6~/~) and described in Appendix E of ICNAF Notification 

Series No.1 

B 

Selection factors 3.92 (without chafer) 
3.77 (with chafer) 

s 

)/,-<)1 I)~ 6. VI j 

B 

l' D 
, LF 

~)l ~ 
.,. t 

Polish-type (large-mesh) chafer showing method of rigging 

Example 2 (chafer covering whole length of codend) 

This example of an authorized large-mesh chafer is described in 

detail by H. Bohl of the Institut fur Fangtechnik, Hamburg, Fed. 

Rep. Germany, in his paper "Selection experiments with a large-

meshed topside chafer" (ICNAF Res.Doc.~7j32). The chafer tested 

was 224 mm mesh size attached to a codend of 118 mm mesh size, 

54 meshes long and 48 meshes wide. Both the chafer and the cod-

end were made of double-braided polyamide twine. Details of the 

manner in which the chafer was fitted to the codend are shown 

below. 



lrge-mer.h chafer with 
199ing, as describpd 
, Boh1, 1967. 
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APPENDIX III 

~~E~~!!~~~_~~~~_~~~~~!!~~_~~~~~_~~_~~~_~!~~_~!!!~!~~E!~!~_!~_E~~_~~~~~E!~~_~!~~ 

1. Contracting Governments are herewith notified that, in accordance with 

decisions taken by the Commission at its 1967 Annual Meeting and until further 

decisions by the Commission 

(a) the ICNAF mesh measuring gauge, as specified in the international 

trawl regulations, is the only mesh measuring gauge authorized for 

use in the trawl fisheries in the Convention Area 

(1967 Meeting Proceedings No.17, 22 and 23) 

and 

(b) the following mesh size differentials for different trawl mesh 

materials in relation to 130 mm mesh size for manila in Subarea 1 and 

114 mm mesh size for manila in Subareas 2-5 are approved pursuant to 

the Commission's 1964 proposals for the international regulation of 

trawl fisheries which came into force in Subarea 5 on 21 October 1965 

and pursuant to any other proposals which may come inco fOLe 10 

other subareas: 

Purt of leN/IF 
Convention Area Type of Net gaugt 

Subareu 1 Seine Net 110 mm 

Subareas 2-5 

Such part of any trawl net as is made of cotton, 
hemp, polyamide fibres or polyester fibres 

Such part of any trawl net as is made of manila 
or any other material not mentioned above 

Seine Net 

Such part of any trawl net as is made of cotton, 
hemp, polyamide fibres or polyester fibres 

Such part of any trawl net as is made of manila 
or any other material not mentioned above 

(4 3/8 in) 

120 mm 
(4 3/4 in) 

130 mm 
(5 1/8 in 

100 mm 
(4 in) 

105 mm 
( 4~in) 

114mm 
(4 1/2 in) 

(1967 Meeting Proceedings No.15, 17, 22 and 2) 


