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Comprehensive data on tagging of Atlantic salmon '
in Canada
smolts (Table A) and mature fish (Table B)/and on recaptures
of such tagged salmon as adults were supplied in ICkS/ICNAF
Salmon Doc. 69/10. The tables supplied with the present
report are in the same format as the 1969 tables. Thney do
not reclace those tables, but rather supplement themn.
Table A of this submission again deals with fish tagred in
the smolt stage (occasionally in pre-smolt or post-smolt stages);
Table B uveals with fish tagged as adults.

In 1969 a policy of reward nayment was introduced
vhereby all Atlantic salmon tags returned by fishermen were
honoured with a 43 reward. In 1968 the w3 reward was only
naid when capture data and a sample of scales from the tagged
fish accomnanied the tag submission. The new policy had the
not unexpected result of bringing to light a numter of tags
wnich represented recaptures made one to several years eariier.
Indeed, 1 tag submit%ed was of a pattern not épplied since 1938!
Cnly tags which could be verified as having been removed from

Zril=e or salmon, as opposed to smolts, have Lteen incorporated

into the revised figures. It will be noted from the tables
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that for some of these the year of capture could not be entered
with a useful degree of confid;nce.

For releases in yéérs up to and inclucing 1965, only
entries which incorporate revised figures are included in
these supnlementary tables. All such revised figures are
marked with asterisks.

For vears from 1966 on, all data have been included,
whnetner or not revision of any figures is involved. In Table A
(smolts] revised figures for these recent years are not marked
with asterisks. In Table B (adults) all revisions and additions

in ICES/ICNAF Salmon Doc. 69/10
apnlicable to the =6ie tables/are marked with asterisks.

lotes are given at the right-hand end of some of the
rows of recapture data. The notes indicate captures in addition
to those given for sovecific yearc after tagging except for Table G,
page 1, row L (1 fish] and row 5 (2 fish).

In hew Brunswick, particularly, there is a sport
fishery for kelt salmon in the spring of the year. HRecaptures
from this fishery are recorded unaer the previous year, 1.e.,
the year of river entry rather than in the actual year of
capture. Thus grilse taken as kelts are excluded from appearing
as 2-sea-winter fish.

There is a cut-off uate of February 26, 197u, for all
the data in these 1970 supplementary tables.

As in the 1969 tables, recaptures licted under
"home rivert® include fish taken within 50 miles of the river

vihere they were tagged.

Last year's caution about intercvretation of returns
from hatchery-reared smolts is emphasized. Such liberations
have commonly been planned for local assessment of values of
different kinds of smolts (size, stock origin, rearing history,
etc.;. Year-to-year comparisons of total returns from such
groupe of fish may have little significance'for generalized
sssessment of utilization of Canadian Atlantic salmon resources.
For examole, liberations of hatchery-reares smolts (by IS,

St. andrews; in 1967 involved some fish of grilse parecniajie
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and some of virgin Z-sea-winter parentage. Those trom grilse
parents returned 73% as grilse and 27% as 2-sea-winter fish;
those from 2-sea-winter parents returned 16% as grilse and 84%
as Z-sea-winter fish, The returning groups are not subject

to similar rates of exploitation in Canadian sport and coummercial
fisheries, nor in Greenland fisheries where Canadian grilse have

not so far been recorded.

Reference
Elson, P,F, 1969. Canadian Tagging Data for Atlantic Salmon
to February 28, 1969. ICES/ICNAF Salmon Doc. 69/10.
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