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PREPARATICN OF THIS OOCUMENI' 

'!his docunent has been prepared for presentation to the aru1Ual meetings of ICNAF, ICES and 
CWP in 1970/71. 

MI/A1475 

~ Fisheries Circular (FAD Fish.eire.) 

A vehicle for distributicn of short or epherreral notes, lists, statistical tabulations, etc., 
including provisional versions of docunents to be issued later in other series. 
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Halibut (Hi~lOSSUS hi!SflOSSUS) and Greenland halibut (Reinhardtius 
. ppoglossoicles: catches in the North Atlantic 

1. Introduction 

1.1 fue North Atlantic catches of Halibut (Hippoglossus hi!'nflOSSUS) and Greenland halibut 
(Reinhardtius hi~lOSsoicleS) are often not clearly i tified in the records of the 
nationaI statis~ off~ces and, therefore, reported as such to international conmissions, 
agencies, etc. HcMever, it is inportant to obtain separate statistics for these two 
different species and, for this reason, the matter has been taken into special consider­
atioo by ICNAF nenbers as described below. 

2. ICNAF Recamendations 

2.1 fue Report of the 1968 ITEeting of the ICNAF Subocmni ttee 00 Statistics and Sampling 
included the following: 

"The Subcarmittee 

reoc:rmends (28) 

(v) that the' Secretary of the CWP investigate through correspondence with natiooal 
reporting offiCES the possibility of clarifying the North Atlantic catches reported 
as halibut. !his action should establish clearly the exbent to which the figures for 
the various fishing areas refer to either Hippoglossus hipP09lossus or Peinhardtius 
hippoglossoides" 

2.2 The Report of the 1969 rreeting of the ICNAF Subocmni ttee on statistics and Sampling included 
the following paragraph: 

"The Subocmni ttee was infonned that the CWP Secretary hopes to cbtain replies from all 
countries on the prcblem of ~tely distinguishing between "Halibut" ~lOSSUS 
hippoglossus and Greenland halibut Reinhardtius hippoglossoicles in the No ~tlantic 
catch data reported to ICNAF, ICES and FAD. It 

recamends (5) 

that all countries investigate the halibut question thoroughly and, in additicn to report­
ing through the CWP Secretary to the 1970 ICNAF rreeting, try to distinguish in their 
statistics between the Halibut and Greenland halibut species." 

3. CC:mlents Made By National statistical Offioes 

3.1 Belgium 

At present, Belgium vessels do not land Greenland halibut. 

3.2 canada 

Atlantic halibut and Greenland halibut (or turbot) have been reported separately in 
canadian annual reports suhnitted to ICNAF in 1966, 1967 ,and 1968. 

3. 3 Denmark 

Statistics reported from Denmark for 1968 and preCEding years refer to Hippoglossus 
hipp:?glossus. 
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3.4 Finland 

No "halibut'! fishing in Finland. 

3.5 France 

The halibut catches of the French fishernen in the ICNAF area are practically negligible 
(11 rretric tons in 1968 over a total production of 169,556 tons). However, the matter will 

"be investigated to detennine whether the catches recorded lID.der "halibut" refer onI y to 
Atlantic halibut "Hippoglossus hippoglossus ll or also to Greenland halibut "Reinhardtius 
hippoglossoides ll 

• 

3. 6 Federal Republic of Gennany 

'!he species "Atlantic halibut" and "Greenland halibut" are separately recorded in GeITnan 
statistics . 

3. 7 Greenland 

lhe Greenland statistics alreadY distinguish bet\o.een halibut and Greenland halibut. lhis 
has been the case for all years when statistics have teen relX'rted to ICNAF, ICES and FAD. 

3.8 Iceland 

Icelandic statistics distinguish bet\o.een Greenland halibut and Atlantic halibut. 

3.9 Ireland 

Few halibut are landed in this country and they are all Hippaglossus hippoglossus. 

3.10 Netherlands 

lhe landings of halibut in the Netherlands only =ncern the Atlantic halibut (Hippaglossus 

~~~~~~~ Halibut caught near Iceland and Greenland is Greenland halibut (Reinhardtius 
, but is hardly ever landed in the Netherlands. If landed at all, the 

=~,- expressed in tons of fish and are therefore not stated. 

3.11 Norway 

Up to nCM, No:rwegian fishing vessels have not been engaged in the fishing of Greenland 
halibut in the ICNAF areas. lhus the quantity of halibut given on the STANA lW fOmB 
relates solely to Atlantic halibut. 

In the ICES areas quantities are given separately for the b.Io species. 

3.12 Poland 

Poland has introduoed into her statistical reports as far back as 1965 b.Io seperate entries, 
i.e. "halibut" (HipfX?91ossus hippoglossus) and "Greenland halibut" (Reinhardtius hippoglos­
soides) . 

3.13 Portugal 

lhe halibut caught by the Portuguese boats is in so small a quantity that the statistics 
for this species have no significance. 

3.14 Sweden 

swedish catches reported as "halibut" refer only to Hippoglossus hippoglossus. 
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3.15 United Kingdom 

The term "halibut" as used in U.K. statistical returns refers to Atlantic halibut only 
(Hippoglossus hippoglossus). 

Any catches of Greenland halibut are reported to the U.K. as "Mxk halibut" and in U.K. 
returns are included with "unsorted and unidentified" s:pecies. '!he possibility of 
distinguishing Greenland halibut separately might begin as of 1 January 1970. 

3.16 U.S.A. 

U.S. vessels do not ordinarily frequent Reinhardtius grounds and because it is very rare 
in the areas fished, all halibut landed by U.S. are classified as Hi;ppoglossus hiPfX?91ossus. 

3.17 U.S.S.R. 

As this question needs to be clarified with the sr;:ecialists conc:emed, ccmrents will be 
submitted at a later date. 

4. Stmmu:y and Recanrendations 

4.1 Attached to this docurrent is a table showing quantities of Atlantic halibut and Greenland 
halibut caught in the Northeast and Northwest Atlantic, broken da.om bY countJ:y. It 
appears that, arrongst countries catching ccnsiderable quantities of Atlantic halibut and 
Greenland halibut, only the USSR does not yet report statistics separately for these two 
species. 

4.2 It is proposed that countries be specifically asked in the future to record and report 
separately to ICES I ICNAF and FAD catch statistics for each of these two species; it will 
be made clear that if catches are significant only for one of these two species, the 
other should not be mixed in the group "Various" but should also be reported separately. 

4.3 It is also proposed that in the future, at the tine of reprinting the STATLANr lW and 1E 
fonns, two distinct entries be inserted in the stub, one for Atlantic halibut and one for 
Greenland halibut, in order to stress the need to oollect and report separate statistics 
for these species, i.e. 

A. HippogZossus hippogZOS8US Halibut (Atlantic) Fl&an (Atlantique) Hipogloso (Atlantico) 

B. ReinhardtiuB hippoglo880ides Greenland halibut Fletan noir Hipogloso negro 
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ATLANTIC HALIBUT AND GREENLAND HALIBUT; NOMINAL CATCHES IN NORTH ATLANTIC 

English name National 
Scientific name 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 

Area, country name 

Thousand metric tons 

Atlantic halibut 18.0 17.0 15.0 16.0 15.0 
HlpPoJlo88u8 htpP0[jl0.<Jsus 

Atlantic, Northwest (5.9) (5.5) (5.1) (5.4) (5.0) 
Canada Halibut 2.9 2.7 3.0 2.6 2.5 
Faeroe Islands Kalvi 0.3 0.0 0.0 
Germany (Eastern) Heilbutt 1.4 
Germany, Fed. Rep. of Heilbutt 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.1 
Greenland Natlrnaq 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Iceland Ldda 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Norway Kveite 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 
Poland Kulhak 0.1 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.1 
St. Pierre and Miquelon F16tan 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
USSR Paltus ~/ ... ~/ ... !! ... !! ... !! ... 
UK (England and Wales) Halibut 0.6 0.5 0.2 0.4 0.0 
Un! ted States Halibut 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 

Atlantic, Northeast (12.3) (11. 2) (9.4) (10.5) (10.1) 
Belgium Heilbot!F16tan 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 
Denmark Helleflynder 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 
Faeroe Islands Kalvi 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.3 0.3 
Germany (Eastern) Heilbutt 2.1 
Germany. Fed. Rep. of Hel1butt 0.9 O.B 0.5 0.9 0.6 
Iceland Lt1da 1.1 1.0 0.9 1.0 1.1 
Netherlands Hailbot 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.2 
Norway Kveite 4.1 3.8 2.8 2.9 2.8 
Poland Kulbak 
Sweden Halleflundra 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
USSR Paltus !! ... !! ... !! ... !! ... ~/ . .. 
UK (England and Wales) Halibut 1.6 1.7 1.5 1.2 0.9 
UK (Scotland) Halibut 1.4 1.3 1.1 1.1 1.1 

Greenland (=Black) halibut 52.0 55.0 52.0 ~ 74.0 
Re£nnardt£us htppoBlos80t~es 

Atlantic, Northwest 17 .4) (12.9) 09.8) (29.6) (31.3) 
Canada Greenland halibut 1.8 8.1 15.2 17.0 14.3 
Faeroe Islands Svartkalvi 0.0 0.0 1.8 0.0 
Germany, Fed. Rep. of Schwarzer Hei1butt 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.1 
Greenland Qaleralik 2.7 3.0 2.6 l.B 1.6 
Norway Blllkveite 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Poland 1.9 0.6 1.1 3.3 5.B 
USSR Chjornij paltus !!O.B .!/l. 2 .!/O.5 .!/5.4 .!/9.5 

E9 



- 7 -

ATLANTIC HALIBUT AND GREENLAND HALIBUT: NOMINAL CATCHES IN NORTH ATLANTIC 

(concluded) 

English name 
Scientific name 
Area, country 

Greenland (=Black) halibut 
(concluded) 

Atlantic, Northeast 
Germany, Fed. Rep. of 
Greenland 
Iceland 
Norway 
USSR 

Arctic Sea 
USSR 

National 
name 

Schwarzer Heilbutt 
Qaleralik 
Gra16da 
Blikveite 
Chjornij paltus 

Chjornij paltus 

1964 

(44.3) 
3.9 
0.0 

14.2 
!!/26.2 

al "Atlantic halibut" included with "Greenland halibut". 
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1965 1966 1967 1968 

. . Thousand metric tons 

(42.0) (32.3) (48.6) (41.4) 
5.9 6.0 4.4 2.0 

0.0 
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

18.1 16.4 17.5 22.5 
!!/18.0 !!/9.9 .!:/26.7 !!/16.9 

(1.4) 
1.4 

1969 
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