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CLASSTFICATION OF FISHING GEAR FOR STATISTICAL PURPOSES
M

Note by the SooratmL CWP, 30 April 1971

1 An ad hoo Working Group on the International Standard Statistioal
Classiflcation of Fishing Gear (ISSCFG) met at FAO Headquarters in
Rome from 21 through 23 April 1971. The List of Participants is
glven in Appendix 1,

2 This Working Group developed from an invitation extended by the -
Secretary of the CWP to Dr. A.I. Tresohav {VNIRO, Mosoow) and to
Profeasor Dr. A. von Brandt (Bundesforschungsanstalt £or Fischerei,
Hamburg), teo come to Rome to disouss the eatablighment of an
International Standard Statistiosn] Claseifioation of Fishing Gear.
Thie invitation was made during the course of the ICES Special
Meeting on the Measure of Pishing Effort, September 1370, Copenhagen.

3. The Working Group decided in view of ihe argency of the matter to
issue a Prelimimary Repori. A fingl report which would include
detajled appendices, as well ac illusirations of the different types
of gear, and which would take possibly a year to prepare, should be
issued during the course of 1972. The Group recommended that this
final report should be completed by means of correspondence. It
also expressed the hope that it would be poasible for Prefessor von
Brandt and Dr. Treschev to arrange for the illustrations to be included
in the final version.

4 The divisions and groups of the ISSCFC as proposed by the 2ad hoo
Working Party are presented below.
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INTERNATTONAL STAEDARD STATISTICAL CLASSIFICATION

A.

B.

C.

D.

F.

a.

H.

I.

J.

K.

L.

OF FISHING GEAR (ISSCFG)

April 1971

SURROUNDING NETS

SEINE NETS

LIFT NETS

FALLING GEAR

GILL-NETS AND ENTANGLING NETS
TRAPS

HOOKS-AND-LINES

GRAPPLING AND WOUNDING GEAR

HARVESTING MACHINES
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(A) SURROUNDING NETS

(8)

(¢)

The manner of capture is to surround the fish not only from the side
but also from underneath allowing fish to be oaught over very deep
waters by preveniing them from esoaping by diving dowmwards.

(1) Surreunding mets with purse-lines
Purge-seines, ring-nets, eto., operated from:
(a) one boat (with or without suxiliary skiffs)
(b) two boamts (with or without auxiliary skiffs)

(2) Surrounding nets without purse-iines

Lampara-type nets, alamans, sto.

SEINE NETS

The manner of capture is to surroumd an area of water with a net set
from beaches and shore installations or from oraft inoluding rafte

and platforms. These nets may be equi-winged or not and with or
without one or more bags. Such gears are usually cperated in coestal
and shallow waters where the bettom and surface act as natural barriers
preventing fish from swimming out of the enclosed spaoce.

(1) Beach-seines

Operated from the shore (usually a beach) or set platforms; includes
virtually all the freshwater seines and seines operated under the
ioe.

(2) Boat-seines

Operated from boats; inoludes Danish seines.

TRAWLS

Is operated by the dragging or towing of the gear by fishing oraft.
The otter trawls, inoluded here, can be operated from either the
side or the stern of the fishing oraft.
(1) Bottom trawls
-~ Heab+bottom trawls are inoluded
(a) Beam trawls

() Otter irawls - one boat

(o) Pair trawls — twe boats

(2) Midwater Trawls

Surface trawls are inoluded

(a) Otter trawls — one boat

(b} Pair trawls - two boats
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(D)

(E)

()

(a)

IREDGES

The gear is dragged to separate the mollusos, orustaceans, fish, ete.,
from the water, sud, samd, eto.

(1) 3Beat dredges
Heavier dredges dragged by moving fishing oraft.
(2) Eand dredges
Lighter dredges hand-eperated in shallow waters, afoot, from

boais, or other vehioles.

LIFT-NETS

The menner of operation is to raise or hanl the submerged netting upward

out of the water to caich the fish lying above them snd sre operated by
isolating them when the water ism siraimed avay. This inoludes small
hand~operated lift nets, koop nets, blaaket netz and large mechaniocally

and pneumatioally operated lift-mets, wome of which use levers, gallows, eto.

(1) Pertable lift-mets

(2) Boat-installed lift-mets

Includes gear auch as stick-held dip-nets.
(3) Shere—cpersted statiouery lifinets

PALLING GEAR

The fish is caught by covering them with the gear and then gathering them
when the net is lifted and the water sirained. The use of this gear is
usually resirioted to shallew waters.

This division includes haad omst-nets, mechamigsed caat-nets, short cast-

nets, cast-nets with gallows, drive cast-mets, cover pote and lantern-
nets; eto.

GILL-NETS AND ENTANGLING NETS

The fish is gilled, emtangled or enmeshed in the netting whioh might be
either single (gill-nets) deuble or triple (trammel-meis). Some of
types of nets might be combimed in eome gear. These nets might be uveed
either singly or in large mumbers ("fleets" of nets).

(1) Set-nets

Anghored or fixed by stakes, direotly to the bettom or higher in
the water, to catoh fish irying to swia through.

The term "set-nets" is used at present im the Far East when
referfing to "pound-nets", wsee H(1).

(2) Drift-nets

Drift separately or with the fishing oraft, to catoh fish
trying to swim through.

(3) Eaciroling drive-in mets

This gear is used to oapture the fish, usually in shallow waters,
by driving them imto the metting by noise and other means.
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(R) TRAPS

The fish is oenfimed im collesting units frem whioch esoape in
prevented by labyriaths and retarding devioss such as gorgoes,
funnels, sto.

(1) Statienary uacevered peund-aets

Are large gear wnits snohored or fixed on stakes, either

set or slightly swaying, with varieus types ef retarding
devices. Are mostly divided imte chambers with nettiag

on the bottom. (In Japan this group is usually called
"set-nets”" - which term is used in a different sensme in
this classification - ses G(1).

(2) Covered pots and fyke nets

Are either set or drifting. Can be used as simgle mits
or arraaged in systems with wings amd lesaders. Are
basket-like or cage-like implements made of wood, netting,
wire, plastic, etc.

(3) Stow-nets

Can be used emly iz rivers and sireng sea—~owrrents. Are
fixed on stakes or amchored (with or without boats) with
the mouths usually held cpem mostly by frames.

(4) Barriers, femoes, weirs, cerrals, etc.

Are made of various materials - stemes, oarthwalls, stakes,
brushes, netting, eto., emd are wually consiructed in
tidal-waters.

(5) Aerial traps

Jumping and gliding fish (se oallad "flyimg” upecies) are

tzapped in Dexes, rafis, beats, etc., and in veranda nsts.

The fish may be frightemed imic juwping out of the water.
(1) HOOKS-AND-LINES

The fish is enticed by the uvme of cdidls or artificiasl baits or lures
to be cawght by a hook or by a gorgs, aand retaimed by lines.

Hooks almo allew the sapiure of fish by ripping when the fish comes

into their ramge. Heok-and~-lime umits cam be used singly or im large
aumbers.

Reoreatienal angling (spertfishing) is cevered im particular by mes.
(1) amd (4) below.

(1} Hamd-lines amd pole-lines
Includes all types of jig-limes.
(2) Set-lines
Includes baited amd umbaited bottem er Rear~bottem lemg-lines.
(3) Drifi-limes
Includes drifting leag-limes.
(4) Trell-limes

(J) ORAPPLING AND WOUNDING GRAR

The primeiple is besed em killing, weunding and grappling. These gears
izolude mot only harpeens, spears, olamps, temgs, and rakes but also
bows—and—-arrows, aad ether killing and wounding implements.
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(X) HARVESTING MACHINES

Comparatively new types of gear m.c oa the separating of fish fres
the wvater by means of "fish-tramsfer”.l

(1) Pumps

Refers teo fish-captwring by pumps (uet te be confused with
the use of pumpa te transfer fish alresdy osught).

(2) Neohamized dredges

Invelves the digging ent of melluses by means of underwater
Jois; sometimes oembined with conveyer-belt type appliances.

(3) Other spplismoes

(L) omER

e

Tais heading eoevers a great varieiy of misesllanseus fishing gear
and metheds n.e.n. or based on mixed principles. The fellowing
are examples:

(1) BHand smd laxding nets

Theze oeuld have fized or variablo meuths operated in varieus
ways in shallew watars or frem boats.

(2) Drive-im-mets, n.e.s.

(3) Gathering by hand er with simple hund implements with or
witheut divi._ng Mt.

(4) Stupet materials (molid, liguid and explesivesn.
(5) Trained amimals.

(6) Elestrephysioally indueed marceais.
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