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Scottish Salmon Catoh Statistics 2=196

by
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This report presents, in the same form as earlier reports, the most up-to-date
information available on Scottish salmon catches, The appropriate values for the
1969 season have been added to the tables submitted in the last report (ICES/ICNAR
Salmon Doc. 69/13) and new averages calculated for the period 1952-69. Due to
late returns, minor emendments have also been made to most of the values submitted
for 1968 in the last report, but these do not materially alter the status of the
1968 catches in relation to earlier years,

The totael Scoitish cateh of salmon and grilse in 1969 (Table 1) was well above
average, having only once been exceeded, in 1967, during the period for which full
statistics are available, However, it is clear from this table that this was
largely due to a record cateh of grilse, as the salmon catch was below average,
the total weight of salmon caught being the fourth lowest recorded since 1952.
Further, it should be emphasised that the values given for the salmon catch in
1969 may not reflect the true level of this catch because there is evidence that,
at least in 1969, significant numbers of grilse, which were unusually large in
that year, may have been included in the returns as aalmon;

The downward trend in spring catches, which has been a prominent feature of
Scottish salmon catches in recent years, continued in 1969 (Table 2), the 'spring'
catch {February to May) being only 39% of the long-term average for the net and
coble fishery and 31% of that for the fixed engine fishery, In contrast, in 1969,
salmon catches in July, August and September were among the highest so far recorded
the 'summer' salmon catch (June to September) being L% above the long-term aver—
age. However, these high velues in 1969 are again likely %o be due, at lesast
partly, to the inclusion of large grilse in the salmon catches for this part of the
E2as0n,

The catches by areas, based on 64 districts having an average annual catoh
of 100 salmon and grilse and submitted in Tables 4-7, suggest that exceptionally,
high grilse catches were confined mainly to the Bast' and 'North' coasts (Tables
L and 5), grilse catches on the 'West' and 'Southwest' coasts (Table 6 and 7) being
much closer to the long-term average,

The data on cateh/unit effort, presented in Tables 8-13, indicate that the
trends in the Scottish catch in 1969 were primarily due to changes in the numbers
of figh available and not to changes in effort,

No detailed statistics for the Scottish catch in 1970 are available as yet.
Preliminary estimates, however, indicate that the salmon catch is likely to be
below 200,000 fish and, therefore, the lowest or second loweast recorded since 1952,
while the grilse catch (about 220,000 fish), although about average, will be very
substantially lower than in 1969. If these preliminary estimates prove accurate
and the total catch is of the order of 400,000 fish, this will be the lowest total
catch since 419641 and substantially below the average of about 495,000 for the
period 1962 to 1969,
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Table 2 Monthly Commercial Salmwon Catches 1952-1¢69

Year Feb, Marg Apr, May June July Aug, Sept. Total

1952 26,850 24,971 34,892 44,506 36,139 25,953 9,608 983 200,902
1955 20,644 21,971 23,455 35,997 25,060 29,200 10,670 695 167,692
1956 17,729 33,602 43,406 37,01 29,490 30,742 9,886 637 202,893
1955 6,438 24,679 34,961 33,088 44,762 441,63 18,339 1,517 205,415
1356 5,714 24,529 19,904 27,570 34,848 34,442 9, 554 728 151,051
1957 6,497 20,642 20,935 31,525 33,557 34,105 10,049 544, 154,824
1958 6,528 16,623 21,053 33,782 31,103 37,114 15,836 758 162,797

1959 34,248 27,140 27,083 30,686 40,356 39,056 21,608 2,308 222,455
1960 5,892 18,017 15,277 28,403 26,532 34,397 17, 626 2,338 148,482
1964 6,0b8 15,789  16,67h 22,482 25,93, 26,833 14,880 2,232 130,872
1962 5,370 10,934 9,946 22,058 34,247 43,750 25,057 2,919 151,278
1963 44,023 34,363 22,77k 32,400 33,675 33,363 26,527 3,461 197,286
1964 293 13,471 13,233 23,744 35,804 57,678 43,213 5,453 202,230
1365 7,884 15,823 14,911 18,167 30,517 43,407 22,285 2,549 155,543
1966 b,930 43,479 45,620 18,905 24,952 45,469 36,245 4,554 164,155
1967 k,755 10,809 10,912 44,372 37,478 65,862 48,012 6,736 198,636
1968 75252 12,478 9,441 43,712 33,048 51,2214 34,887 6,39 168,318
969 3,237 4,796 7,731 10,746 21,779 60,406 50,576 7,940 167,244

Average
1952-62 10,608 18,934 20,123 26,458 31,996 40,479 23,590 2,926 475,413

Table Monthly Commer¢igl Grilse Catches 19521969
Year Feb, Mar, Apre Mey June July Aug, Sept, Total
1952 1 32 1,060 39,458 94,502 9,846 192 145,09
1953 5 14 585 18,098 96,622 19,728 459 135,509
1954, 1 2 246 9,580 B3,633 19,243 358 113,063
1955 1 3 134 45,556 89,467 26,228 581 131,970
156 7 372 13,954 75,370 19,315 282 109,300
1957 33 13 677 32,339 146,231 37,378 307 186,978
1958 3 1 W1 Ak, 346 129,797 43,274 646 192,588
1959 6 311 5,861 67,847 37,623 890 112,518
1560 1 22 701 12,116 144,737 47,088 1,766 173,431
1964 13 3 83 344 11,538 96,198 40,476 1,372 150,027
1962 11 2 9 583 20,143 177,165 70,269 1,885 270,335
1963 26 55 207 5,471 91,248 58,908 1,790 157,675
1964 913 94 922 1,255 43,548 140,377 109,222 5,084, 272,235
1965 8 7 309 12,475 142,857 47,623 1,835 205,115
1966 135 3 169 4,650 115,253 89,312 3,024 212,546
1967 8 300 26,657 197,199 100,395 3,588 328,147
1968 200 250 329 905 14,757 124,457 63,247 3,033 207,478
1969 7 1 36 902 34,963 226,105 74,185 L,492 340,691
Average
1952-69 73 67 87 526 17,542 120,891 50,970 1,755 491,355
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Table I Annual Catches 19521969
East Coast (Berwick-Kin.naird Head.)

Year Salmon Grilse Tot

1952 147,069 66,470 213,539
1953 127,456 61,933 189,389
1954 157,580 54,056 208,636
1955 139,752 46,864, 186,616
1956 114,642 47,059 161,671
1957 126,143 Thy 154 200,294
1958 121,645 84,164 202,809
1959 182,943 54,539 237,482
1960 119,297 82,083 201,380
1961 107,143 76,759 183,902
1962 118,170 147,764 265,93,
1963 168,108 73,298 244, 406
1964 154,655 134,471 286,126
1965 126,507 97,720 224,227
1966 140,176 109,525 249,701
1967 149,502 166,126 315,628
1968 130,668 100,250 230,918
1969 136,094 209,918 346,009
Average 1952-6€9 136,918 93,397 230,315

Table 5 Annual Catches 1852~ 969
Moray Firth and North Coagts (Kinneirg Head-Kvle of Tongus)

Year Salmon Grilas Total

1952 6l 742 66,877 131,619
1953 60,378 55,889 116,267
1954 70,737 42,83 113,571
1955 80,459 64,874 145,333
1956 59,493 48,729 108,222
1957 57,860 77,404 135,264
1958 66,313 66,948 133,261
1959 55,826 39,196 95,022
1960 54,565 64,098 118,663
1961 47,584 55,049 102,633
1962 56,333 73,690 130,023
1963 62,138 47,142 109,280
1964 73,914 88,707 162,621
1965 57,765 66,222 123,987
1966 59,446 64, 047 115,493
1967 68,675 111,480 480,155
1968 50,280 57,721 108, 004
1969 45,913 92,775 138,688
Average 1952-69 60,246 65,760 126,006
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Table 6 Annual Catches 1952-4969

Nest Comst and Islands (Kyle of Tongue-Loch Fyne)

Year Salmon Grilse Total
1952 8,289 8,472 16,764
1953 10,405 16,033 26,438
1954 40,939 16,635 27,57
1955 14,002 15,930 26,932
1956 9,940 12,599 22,539
1957 12,632 29,325 41,257
1958 14,516 27,205 41,724
1959 8,352 9,334 17,686
1960 7,482 18,294 25,776
1964 7,468 12,762 20,230
1962 13,796 2,104 37,900
1963 11,179 22,79 33,970
1964, 17,354 3,237 48,59
1965 13,300 24,003 37,303
1966 40,540 19,589 30,129
1967 17,907 29,304 47,208
1968 14,427 26,155 40,582
1969 11,144 19,590 30,734
Average 1952-69 11,704 20,187 1,39
Table 7 Annual Catches 1952-1969
Southwest and Solwax Coasts ‘Loch Fma—Solwax!

Year Salimon Grilse Total
1952 12,072 5,356 17,428
1953 10,756 4,740 15,505
1954 13,274 6,386 19,660
1955 15,192 8,272 23,464
1956 13,515 8,482 24,997
1957 16,032 15,999 32,031
1958 17,962 18,826 36,788
1959 20,734 14,045 31,776
1960 16,529 17,149 33,678
1964 15,316 10,435 25,751
1962 20,532 29,739 50,274
1963 22,234 20,188 42,422
1964 21,253 27,521 48,774
1965 19,202 23,480 42,682
1966 22,578 24,488 47,066
1967 22,919 33,218 56,137
1968 16,430 25,339 41,769
1969 14,478 23,374 37,852
Average 1952-69 17,279 17,446 34,725
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Table 8 Net and Coble - Cateh/Unit/Bffort - Salmon + Grilse
Catcg{ Crew@onth

Year Feb, Mar, Apr, May June July  Aug, Sept. Overall
1352 170.0 462.5 121.0 108.3 4177.4  286,0 60,1 17.8 152.4
1953 1716 101 .4 88,7 84,0 57.6 234.3 82.8 12,5 118.5
1954 194,7 2715  194.7 107.5 95,7 236,9 99.7 12,8 156.8
1955 724 177.8  180.6 103.7 149.5 266,.2 130,.6 30.5 159.6
1956 52.3 482.0 93.0 664 96,7 214 4 77.6 17.8 114.7
1957 76.5 220.8 133,5 109.8 147,14 328.4 122,7 11.8 169,2
1958 84,0 458.8 1435,0 1045 1049 32,4  436.9 20.7 156,2
1959 286.2 248.8 130.3 85.2 105,5 219.0 180,0 47 158.6
1960 64,0 157.5 779 87.8  90.0 30,2 4197.0 60.5 161,.5
1964 65.6 23,0 82.1 61.4 67,0  257.5 139,0 48,7 122,3
1962 64,2 76 .6 59.3 72s5 126,8 509.6 270,9 6540 248.5
1963 60.6  319.0 11646 115.0 100,0 246,4 229,8 65,42 171.6
1964 89.9 102,0 59.4 63.5 96,3 420.0  397.5 116,41 2184
1965 81.3 136,0 80,0 704 95,4 425.0 197.8 65,2 183.0
1966 53«4 130,0 113.7 705  78.4 Jh2.5  359,0 1304 199,0
1967 671  144.5 82,2 7641 163,8 &15,2 49,0 2019 300.5
1968 Thoh  117.6  55.6 56.8 103.5 373,7 267.6 159.5 188.6
1969 57.6 48.6 61.0 5446 44,3 721.0 465,14 239.5 317.9
Avearage
1952-69 99.2  458,2 103,6 B34 1114 352.7 215.8 734 184.2
Table 9 Net and Coble - GatcliUniy'_Igffort - Salmon

Catcy Creylionth
Ysar Peb,  Mar, Apr, May June  July Aug, Sept, Overall
1952 170,0 162,5 120.8 105.9 93,3 73.9 33.6 15.2 92 41
1953 A71.6  101.9 88.7 83.5 54,8 65.1 29.5 7.8 69.6
1954 194.7 271.5 194,7 106, 78.1 747 3B.5 8.7 111.,0
1955 2.4 177.8 180.6 103,6 120.2 107,0 65,5 23.9 108,0
1956 52.3 182,0 93.0 65.6  70.4 1.3 28,2 12.8 70,0
1957 76,0 220.8 13345 108,5 82,4 84.0 341 8.8 89.0
1958 84,0 158,8 135,0 105.7 B1.8 83%a1 40,1 1142 84,4
1959  286.2 248.8 130.3 84.8 96,9 88.5 68,0 33.8  141.8
1960 64.9 157.5 77.8 87. 671 104,14 65,3 38,0 8L .1
1964 65.6 123,0 81.7 60,8 53,5 61.7 L0.9 3245 60,9
1962 62 76.6 59.3 72,5 80,4 148.8 82,9 43,3 83.6
1963 60.6  319,0 116, 114.9 93,8 88,6 89,8 k9.7 109,3
1964 89,9 402.0 59.4 62,8  77.1 4440  127.5 66,5 98,6
1965 81.3 136,0 80,0 70,0  75.0 108.0 72.8 38.4 84.0
1966 93 130.0 113.3 70.0 70,0 102.5 119.0 82.7 95.0
1967 67.1  144.5 82,2 75.3 109,0  172.4 173.8 1230 130,14
1968 Thele  117.6 5544 55.7 82,4 130.4 109.7 1134 9643
1969 57.6 48,6 60,7 513 67.6 180.6 212.0 153.9 1234
Average
1952-69 99,2 15842  103.5 82,5 80.8 103,3 79.5 48,5 94,5
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Table 10 Net and Coble - Catog(p_nijzgrfort - Grilse
Catch/Crew/Month
Year Feb, Mar, Apr, May. June July  Aug, Sept, Overall
1952 - - 0.2 2.‘!- 8“-.1 212.1 26.5 2.6 60.3
1953 - - - 0.5 2.8 16902 5503 ll-o? 11-809
195‘0- - - - 0.6 17.6 162.2 60.7 4o 45.8
1955 - - - 001 2903 159-2 65-1 6.6 51 06
1956 - - - 008 26. 114-3 .| 14-9-14- 500 14'&-’?
1957 0.5 - - 1.3 65,0 IN A 88.6 3.0 80,2
1958 - - - 0.8 25.1 229.3 96.8 9-5 71 .8
1959 - - - oull- 8.6 13005 112.0 10.9 11-6.8
1961 - - Ooll- 0.6 13!5 195&8 98.1 16.2 61 ozl-
1962 - - - 3-0 1]-6.15- 39008 188.0 21 -7 13&-09
1965 - - - 0.1 6.2 157.8 1#0.0 15&5 6203
19614- - - - 007 1902 27600 2?000 J+9 06 11398
1965 - - - 0wk 20,4 347.0 125.0 26,8 99.0
4 967 - - - 0.8 51&08 W.B 29502 68.9 170010-
1968 - - 0¢2 4 " 21 o 214-3.2 15709 46.# 92ol+
1969 - - 03 3.3  76.7 540,3 253, 85.8 194.,.5
Average
1952-69 - 0.1 1.0 30,3 29 136,2 24,9 86,7
Table 11 Fixed Engines - CatcggUniyEffort - Salmon + Grilse
Catech/NetAlonth
Year Feb, Mar, Apr, May  June July  Aug, Septs Overall
1952 10,0 12,2 23 .4 26,0 38,4 61.7 10,8 2.7 29.9
1953 11.6 20,2 16.4 249 25,4 72.5 17.8 8.2 28,5
41954 4ol 12.5 29,2 21,8 24,4 63.5 15.4 L 27,8
1955 1 b 2002 20.2 33,8 74,0 25,5 4,2 32.6
4956 6.1 12,8 134 18.9 29,3 5445 171 2,5 25.4
1957 2.0 7.7 10,8 15.7 34,7 777 33.5 2,2 3.5
4958 2,8 10,2 1241 22,7 25.6 95.0 39.7 1.8 36.1
1960 4ol 10,0 12,7 29.9 24,3 81,2 LA 8.2 331
1961 647 143 12,8 15.5 25,5 68.8 32,5 5.9 23,5
1962 6.5 43,9 73 16,9 35,7 419.7 51.7 10.6 L3.5
1963 39.7 30,5 23.2 25,5 25,1 84,0 47,5 13.7 41,7
1964 16,6 14.0 13.3 22,7 39,3 130,7 99.5 17.7 58.8
4965 14 .4 18,4 16,6 16,0 34,4 445,54 46.0 6.6 4 0
1966 9,4 446 15.9 13.5 22,6 121,6 80,4 9.3 49.8
1968 15,2 13.8 S 116 39,7 14 3e3 51.6 10,7 47 .4
1969 0.9 8.1 8.6 9.9 49,6 17845 57 ok 175 65.6
Averape
1952-6910,7 14,2 15,2 18.0 32,6 97,7  13.6 81 L0.6



Table 42 Fixed Engines - Gatoygniygffort -~ Salmon

Catoh/Net/Month

Year TFeb, Mar, Apry May June July Augg Sept, Overall
1953 41,6 20.2 16,4 246 13,3 14.6 5.8 L.5 14,0
1954 LA 12,5 29.2 24,6 151 1446 4.0 3.1 15.2
1955 1.4 14k 20.2 20,4 23.4 18,6 7.2 3a7 16.9
1956 6.1 12,8 13.4 18,6 20,5 13.7 4.7 2.2 13.9
1957 2.0 7.7 10,8 1544 1646 131 L6 1.2 11,2
1958 2.8 10.2 12.1 21 .8 150&' 17.8 8.3 1.0 1&—.0
1959 40,9 19.6 18,1 20,6 24,0 211 249 4,9 204
1960 kb4 10,0 12,7 21,0 1541 12.9 6.2 3.8 12.8
1964 6.7 14.3 12,8 15.0 15.8 12.4 6.9 1.8 42,3
1962 6. 13.9 7.3 16,7 20,0 1745 9.6 5.1 44,0
1963  39.7 30.8 23.1 25.2 19.3  45.6 9.4 7.0 19.9
1964 16,6 14,0 13.3 22,4 27.6 32,2 23.8 7k 23,2
1965 14.1 18.4 16,6 15,6 22,0 24,2 11.2 3.7 17.8
1966 9.4k 146 15.8 13,5 19.0 32,3 1841 3.4 194
1967 2.4 7k 10.4 10,4 26,3 39,2 22,3 7.2 21.6
2268 45,2 13.8 94 1141 24,8 25.6 13.5 4,0 1746
1969 0.9 841 846 9.0 15.5 28.8 1641 10,7 15.9

Average

1952-69 10,7 1442 15,2 17.7 19.5 203 10,3 L3 16,4
Table 13 Pixed Engines ~ Catoh/Unit/Bffort - Grilse

Catch/Net/Month

Year Feb, Mare Apr, May Juns July Aug, Sept, Overall
1952 - - - 0.6 21 .2 51 .1 6.6 0-5 14.7
1953 - - - 903 11 08 57‘9 12-0 307 111-.5
41954, - - - 0.2 6e3 48,9 114 1.2 12,6
1955 - - - 001 10014- 55-1{- 1803 005 1507
1956 - - - 0.3 8.8 40,8 12,4 0.3 11.5
1957 - - - 0.3 18.14 646 28.9 1.0 20.4
1958 - - - 0.3 1042 77 .2 31 c‘i- 008 22.1
1959 - - - 0‘2 5.0 ll-s.o 20.8 3.3 1208
1960 - - - 0.9 9,2 68,3 28,2 Lok 20,2
1961 - - - 0-5 9.7 56010- 25 -6 I-l-c'l 17-2
1962 0.4 - - 0.2 45.7 102,2 42,4 5.5 29.6
1963 - 0-1 001 0-3 5:8 68.14- 38.14- 6.? 21 -8
1964 - - - 0.3 1147 98.5 75.7 10,3 35.6
1965 - - - 011*' 1201 91 02 3’4‘-8 2.9 26.
1966 - - 0.1 - 306 89-3 62.0 5-9 30.l|-
1967 - - - Ooll- 26.9 1LI~1 o? 7006 14-06 )49-9
1968 = - - 0-5 1’-!-08 8707 3801 606 2948
1969 - - - 0t8 314-01 1}4'907 1!*1 l3 6-9 4907

Average

1952-69 - - - 0.4 134 775 33.3 3.8 24,2
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Table 44 Total Annual Effort

Year Net and Coble Fixed Engines
Total No, of Crew/Months Totel No, of Net/Months
1952 1015 4958
1953 1055 4919
1954 1022 4532
1955 1001 4384
1956 103 5488
1957 958 4577
1958 1028 4907
1959 1107 4354
1560 1034 L7
1964 4189 44163
4962 1086 3688
1963 989 3800
1964 117 3969
1965 998 3593
1966 917 3490
1067 946 3014
1968 1070 3200
1969 876 3214
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