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Deta.1l.s ot' the fluctuations in the catches etc. in the Rivers 
Foyle and Shannon up -~o and Incl.uding 1969 hc:.ve be:m given in '!/ent 
end Twomey (1971)a.noi .::.ddition.:.l informtlUon has be(;"n ad.:led. for 
1970 ~d 1971 in the tcbles below. 

Both in the River Foyle and the River Shannon samples 0: 
se··les h .. v£! be .. n te.ken for !'.go deterl1lin..·.tion for .:. considero.:.~)le 
poriod 0.:. "t.i.oo. Bcnlc s.:..mpl1ng has been continuous in the River 
Shannon since 1944 nC. in the Riv:::r Foyle in·~crm.i ttanly Binee 1954. 
Thc results ~ve bG~n processec. ·;;0 obt.:!.1n a division into the four 
dom1n.'.nt age groups found in Irish r1vers. In th(J River Shennon 
there .l!"1J &130 rocords of 3 se.:. winter fish :mt since the 160s th~ 
nULlbers in .::.h:. tot~l catch b..:..ve been v,~ry s.;~.ll. 

It c n 1::s se<;:n :rom Tab1G 1 ·i;h-'!.t the River Foyle is p..-edoroin­
antly ~ ar11so rivor. HO"'.:levur, there we:.~ more of the older a.:;.o..l 
~roups present; in the ce.tches in the ~950s ·~h;-n in th-,; 19608. The 
dtta prQoon~Gd for th~ River Shannon covur the period from 1944 to 
1971 (Tabh 2). Gri1so w~r~ ·ch,) dominant aec eroup ·:;hr'ou:.hout. 
The 2 'M 2+ se.:. wintar fish wor~ f .. lr1y constant up to ~959. The 
y _ ore 1960 .!\nd 196~ ~";:lrc poor both for s,:.lcton end grUse. Thore 
w·.!s :-n 1ncrG.,'.se in th:! runs of s"!.l.mon from 1962 to 1965 but from 
1966 onwtrds ~ dec1in~ SGt in. 

!m~.Q1l.t 

·lent. A.D. J. T~.,omcy E. (1971) Fluctu.a.tiona in the Cbaractm."'io ';ies 
in Irish SWlon. 1'l',1.~.l.~.~I!.Jp..!.9J!.t._ Seri~s A. No.7 
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Table 1. Flucuations in the catches in the River Foyle of the different age groups 1954/8, 1962/3 and 1967/71, (numbers to the nearest 1,000). 

Age G-roups (son ~;inters) y,or 
1 + 2 ... With 80s Toto). 

195/. 618 37 36 60 751 

1955 413 22 ,. 31 518 

1956 515 37 5/. '7 633 

1957 849 14 86 4' 99 .. 

1958 821,. 38 42 32 936 

1962% ~,15S 1 9 53 1,218 

196,. 1,197 3 15 .,. 
1,2.59 

1967 1,186 22 55 14 1,277 

1968 1,134 21 53 13 1,221 

1969 ~5 7 61 6 1,069 

1970 1,057 20 56 3 1,136 

1971 917 2 20 Of 943 
-- - -

. z Ctttc.hoa only 1'ra:l June to AuSun ino1udod, thereforo, thD 2 o.nd. 2+ o.ge groups \1Wl.d bD greatl,y understc.ted occpnred tdth conditions 111 the river. 

• !ho f'igUl'U g:lwn 111 Went, 1961.. haTO bl3eD l'eyiaod and the f'1noJ. tigul'Oa tor thia yoar have boon ulIOd 1I1stoa.d of the provillional. tiguro 1.11 in tho proTiouli report.. 
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Year 

1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
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Table 2. Number of fish in the different age groups (to the nearest 10) for each year. (Based on Went, 1964a Twomey, 1957 and 1967, and ''Ient and Twomey. 1971. 

AGE ffiQIJPS (SEA WINTERS) 

1+ 2 2+ 3 With Sms Total+ 

8,860 1,860 550 250 410 11,940 
4,350 1,280 460 140 380 6,610 
8,500 1,150 590 180 310 10.740 
6,470 1,150 180 130 420 8,390 
7,060 2,290 160 140 230 9,880 
9,260 3,200 330 230 230 13,280 

11,020 2j7oo 610 160 360 14,880 
10,190 2,430 790 260 450 14,130 
7,030 2,500 460 240 310 10,540 13,910 1,900 820 70 730 17,430 
8,600 3,190 1,860 30 300 13,990 
5,280 1,670 1,120 360 460 8,980 
9,390 2,cno 980 160 390 12,990 9,920 It7~ 1,300 - 160 13,130 
9,260 1,800 570 110 240 ll,980 
7,230 2,380 1,110 100 700 11,520 
6,440 870 190 100 320 7,920 
4,230 690 110 10 50 5,090 

14,660 1,320 1,530 - 810 18,320 
14,320 1,630 410 20 530 16,960 
7,830 1,750 1,590 - 1,660 12,830 

12,150 1,250 1,850 - 970 16,220 
8,850 ~ 440 360 - 240 9,990 

15,520 710 450 - 170 16,850 
15,340 850 350 50 10 16,650 
18,180 1,020 660 20 140 20,020 
11,700 340 ! 480 40 - 12,560 
12,470 620 130 - - 13,220 


