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Detalls of the fluotuations in the catches ete. in the Rivers
Foyle and Shannon up %o and ineluding 1969 have bezn given in Yent
and Twomey (1971)end additional informetion has been adled for
1970 =nd 1971 in the tobles below.

Both in the River Foyle and the River Shamron samples of
ac-les h.ve be.n taken for zge deterainition for ¢ consideruhle
period o. %ima., Seale s-mpling has been contlnucus in the River
Zhapnon gince 1944 né in the River Foyle inicrmittenly since 1954,
The results have bazn processed o obtzin a division into the four
domin-nt age groups found in Irish rivers, In the River Shannon
there are alzo records of 35 ses winter fish but since the '60s the
nuubers in th: totzl catch hive becn vory sacll,

It ¢ n s seen rom Teblo 1 that the River Foyle ie prodomine
antly a orilsc river. However, there we-= more of the oldcr aze
LToups prescnt in the cetches in the 1950s then in the 1960s. The
dgta prosented for the River Shannon cover the period from 1944 to
1971 (Tabls 2), Grilsc were tho dominant are group “hroushout.

The 2 'nd 24+ se:. wintsr fish wers T Arly constant up to 1959, Tke
¥-'ra 1960 and 1961 wore poor both for e:-lmon ~nd grilsc. Therc
Wi8 "n inere.ge in th: runs of 8xlmon from 1962 4o 1965 but from
1966 onwerds o deeline set in,
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Table 1. Flucuations in the catches in the River Foyle of tha different age groups 1954/8,
1962/3 aad 1967/71, {numbers to the nearest 1,000},
Age Groups (sen iinters)
Yoo 1. 2 24 With Sos Total o
1954 618 37 36 60 751
1955 413 22 52 3 518
1956 515 37 B 7 £33
1957 a3 1 86 L5 994
1958 8zl 42 3e 936
1962 1,155 1 9 53 1,218
1963 1,157 3 i5 o) 1,233
1967 1,28 22 55 U 1,217
1568 1,13 22 53 13 1;221
1969 955 7 61 6 1,089
1570 1,057 20 56 3 1,136
1971 917 z 20 4 543

© X Cetehea only frao June to Au

would be greatly undsrstoted

% Tho figures givon in Went,
Foor have boon uaod inatos

gust ingludad, thereforo, the 2 and 24 G6g8 groups

coapared with conditdons im the river,

196, havo boen revisod and the finad figuros for this
4 of the proviaional figury s in tho previous report.



Table 2, MNumber of fish in the different age groups {to the
nearest 1C) for each year. {Based on Went, 1964a Twomey, 1957
and 15967, and Went and Twomey, 1971,

AGE GROUPS (SEA WINTERS)

Year | 1+ 2 2+ 3 | with Sms Totalt
1924 | 8,860 | 1,860| s850( 280 410 11,940
1945 1 4,350 | 1,280 460/ 140 380 6,610
1946 | 8,500 [ 1,150 590/ 180 310 10,740
1947 | 6,470 | 1,150( 180|130 420 8,390
1948 | 7,060 | 2,290[ 160/ 140 230 9,880
1949 | 9,260 | 3,200 330230 230 13,280
1950 (11,020 | 2;700| 6101 160 360 14,880
1951 |10,190 | 2,430 <790/ 260 450 14,130
1952 | 7,030 | 2,500 440 240 310 10,540
1953 ]13,910 1,900 820; 70 730 17,430
1954 | 8,600 | 3,190| 1,860 30 300 _ 13,990
1955 | 5,280 | 1,670|1,120] 360 460 8,980
1956 | 9,390 | 2,070| ssc| 160 390 12,990
1957 | 9,920 | 1,750|1,300]| - 160 13,130
1958 | 9,260 | 1,800} 5701110 240 11,980
1959 | 7,230 | 2,380 1,110/ 100 700 11,520
1960 | &,44c 870 190 100 320 7,920
1961 | 4,230 60| 1lo] 10 50 5,090
1962 f14,660 | 1,320 1,530] - 810 18,320
1563 (14,320 | 1,630 410! 20 530 16,960
1964 | 7,830 | 1,750 1,500 - 1,660 12,830
1965 12,150 | 1,250 1,880] - 970 . 16,220
1966 | 8,850 (. 440 3éo| . 240 ) 9,890
1967 15,520 | 710 asof - 170 16,8%0
1968 {15,340 830t 3501 s0 10 16,650
1969 |18,180 L020! 0| 20 140 20,020
1970 |11,700 3401 4gof 40 - 12,560
1971 {12,470 620 130 - - 13,220




