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Mean len".th of aGe r;roups in northern and 

southern divisions of Subarea 1 (West Greenland), 

by 

Erik Smidt 

Gr0nlands Fiskeriunders0gelser, Oharlottenlund, Denmark. 

In the Danish Research Report, 1971 (Hedbook 1972, Part II,p,26) it was 

mentioned that ccd in the southern part of Subar-ea 1 seem to have a slower 

[,;rowth rate than cod in the northern part, and the same also Seems to be 

evident in 1972. In order to see if this difference in crowth may be a 

resul t of the environmental conditions in the mos.t recent years, since 

1969, (mol'e cold water and ice from East Greenland to southwestern Green­

land), a material of lenGth measurements of various ace groups in different 

divisions, back to 1965, is here put tocether in Table 1 for comparison. 

A,;e croups represented by less than 30 individuals in a measurement sample 

are excluded, and comparisons are only made between offshore samples mutu­

ally or inshor'e samples mutually. Measurements from 1972 are not in the 

table because offshore samples from northern divisions had to be compares 

with inshore samples from southern divisions, (see paper by Horsted,Hes,Doc. 

1973,.'Inn.Meetin(,;) • 

A look at the table will show that even if the fic;ures are not ab­

solutel~' unambi"uous some tendencies are outstandin,~. A comparison of the 

southern divisions, 1E and 1 F, with the northern, especially 10 and 1 D, does 

not show any remarkable differences in mean lenGths during the years 1965-

1'168, but in the third quarter of 1969 there seems to have been a slower 

,,'rowth in the southern divisions, and this tendency is outstandinc in most 

samples from 1970 and 1971, apart from samples in the second quarter of 1970, 

~esides this tendency there also seems to be a general tendency to 

810'd81' .:rowth in :Vi v .1B than in 10 and 1D. 

A2 



- 2 -

1I0rsted, .'v.Aa. and E.:Jmidt, 1972.Danish :cesearoh Heport, 1971. Int.Comm.NW Atl 
Fish. Redbook 1972/11: 19-28. 

Eors tel':, ;':;v. Aa. ,1973. Hecent information on lo.ndin~'.;s, Cl{';e-Compoo i tion and 
recruitment of ;)ubarea 1 ood, and estimates of yield "in 1972-74. 
IClIA]' Res. 1)00. June 1973. 
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