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The present papar deals exo1usive1;)' with the fishing by 

vesoe10 regiotered in Denmark (lIainland). 

1. fiBbing area.. In 1972 salmon vessels from Denmark were operating off 

the coast of West Greenland between the latitude 61ooo'and 

700001[ and Dare1y farther offshore than 20 naut.m!les (Fig. 

1). Within this ares the distribution of the nsher,y was ex­

tremely heterogenous as also demonstrated by Table 1. The 

activi ty vaB especially concentrated between Fmringehavn and 

FrederikshAb and to a leos axtand off SUkkertoppen and wsst 

of Disl<o. 

As a consequence of unsatisfactory oa tchss from the end 

of August the abundanoe of salmon outside the usuall;)' exploi­

ted area w.s investigated. Following regions were surveyed I 

1) Northwest of Disko (70°15' N, 55°10' W) and in Umanak 

fjord (71°00' N, 5,°'0' W), earl;)' September. 

2) Davis Str. (62°55' N, 59°40' W and 66°'°' N, 57°,"' W), 

late September and early October. 

,) Eastcoast of Greenland in the coaoW water between 

the latitude 62°41' and 65°29' N, in late September 

and early October. 

4) Labrador Sea between the latitude 59°40' and 60°,"' N 

and between the longitude 45°15' and 54°10' W, late 

September. 

From a commercial point of view the efforts were \.DlSUO­

eeseful. The highest yield was obtained in the Labrador Sea 

(7 salmon par 100 nets}. In the other regions the catches par 

100 nets amounted to less than 4 salmon. 
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21 Fishing season. The fishery started about 1 August. and 22 October the 

last nets were hauled. The majority of the vessels however 

stopped fishing during first half of October. 

3. Vessels and sear. 12 vessels registered in Denmark partioipated in the 

fishery. 

Apart from a few tentative long line shots in the Davis 

Str. - with poor results (3 salmon per 1000 hooks) - only 

drift-nets were operated. 

4. Effort. catch and catch per unit effort. 

The distribution of effort and oatoh by areas and half 

monthly periods is set up in Table 1. 

Special attention shall be paid to the facts; 

that nearly half of the total effort was made in area V 

resul ting in 58.2 'I> of the total yield, 

that 49.9 'I> of the total catch was obtained during the 

first two weeks of the season; 

that even if catoh per unit effort showed a nearly con­

tinual decline fron the beginning to the end of the season. 

the decline was especially pronounced from first half to se­

cond half of August pointing to a sudden change in abundance 

and/or availability of salmon on the fishing grounds. A gale 

in area V and adjacent areas in the ciddle of the month fol-
a 0 lowed by decreasing surface temperature froo 4.5 to 2.0 C 

may be a conourrent cause. 

Preliminary information on Greenland catohes suggests 

however that abundance of salmon in coastal and offshore 

waters of West Greenland in the salmon fishing season 1972 

did not show the same trends. 
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Jakobshavn 

Egedesminde 

II 

63()35'.+--~~ . ngehavn 

I-n.r1Arj kshAb 

Diviaian of the .... at West GreenlUld with a view 
to distribution of the offshore aalmon fiBherT. 
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