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Introduction 

In accordance with previous recommendations of the Statistics and Sampling Subcommittee, member 
countries have since 1964 been requested to collect statistics on discards (fish thrown overboard at sea) 
and on industrial fish (whole fish utilized for fish meal at sea) and report these data annually on forms 
provided by the Secretariat (ICNAF Statistics Form 4). Data for 1972 were requested by Circular Letter 73/1. 
dated 3 January 1973, and a supply of forms (revised) was included with the Circular Letter. The deadline 
for the receipt of these statistics at the Secretariat was 15 July 1973. 

Forms used in previous years contained space for entering the quantities of fish discarded and 
used for reduction. but the nature of the submissions was such that it was difficult to meaningfully relate 
the information on discards with the nominal catches reported on STATLANT Forms. The form to be used for 
reporting 1972 statistics on discards and industrial fish was therefore revised with the addition of space 
for entering the nominal catches to which the discard and industrial fish statistics applied. A copy of the 
form with instructions for its use is given in the Appendix. 

Nature of Data Submissions 

Between 7 May and 17 October 1973, reports 
ICNAF (8 were received after the 15 July deadline): 
Poland. Portugal, Romania, Spain, USSR, UK and USA. 

were received from 11 of the 16 member countries of 
Canada, France OK), Federal Republic of Germany, Japan, 

In most cases the reports were very unsatisfactory, largely due to incompleteness of data and tbe 
use of forms other than those provided. Some countries reported on forms in use as early as 1967. There 
was a great degree of inconsistency in the manner tn which the data were reported. Of the 11 countries 
reporting, only two submissions could be classed as satisfactory: Federal RepUblic of Germany and Romania. 

Table 1 represents a summary of the available data by country and subarea. Due to the absence of 
nominal catch figures in most of the reports received, the nominal catches given in Table 1 are derived from 
Statistical Bulletin, Vol. 22. In the case of discards, the percentages relate to the total catch (nominal 
catch + discards); in the case of reduction, the percentages relate to the nominal catches. 

The following comments on the various submissions for 1972 may be noted: 

Canada (Mg) - Nil return. 

Canada (N) - Data reported on copies of 1967 forms, but not summarized here due to the problem of not being 
able to relate discards to nominal catches. 

France (M) - Correct forms not used; nominal catches not listed; discarded and industrial fish recorded 
for three species categories (cod, redfiah and mixed with sporodic entries for ~addock and flounders); 
catches in SA 5 and 6 not covered. 

Fed.Rep. Germany - Report covered all divisions both for discards and industrial fish of the species and 
species groups requested, including nominal. atches which agreed with those given in Statistical 
Bulletin: the only inadequacy was the lack of breakdown by tonnage classes. 

Japan - Correct forms not used; nominal catches not listed; no industrial fish reported; all discards 
reported as mixed; no mention of discards for catches in SA 3. 
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Poland - Correct forms not used; nominal catches not listed; report pertained only to herring and mackerel 
fisheries in SA 5 and 6; no coverage for catches of various species in SA 1, 2, 3 and 4. 

Portugal - Correct forms used but nominal catches not listed; discards and industrial fish relate to cod 
catches only; no mention of other species. 

Romania - Did not report on forms provided, but used similar format; information by divisions and species 
were provided as requested for industrial; the lack of entries for discards suggest that there 
were none. 

Spain - Correct forms used and nominal catches listed, but in many cases these did not agree with those 
given in Statistical Bulletin; data provided two classes of fishing units only (otter trawl 
and pair trawl) with no breakdown by tonnage class and no distinction between side and stern 
otter trawlers; no mention of industrial fish; data pertain to three species categories only 
(cod, haddock and mixed). 

USSR - Correct forms not used; data pertain only to industrial fish and reported only by subarea; no 
information provided on catches of many of the principal species (cod, haddock, redfish, flounders, 
red hake, herring, etc.) which make up the bulk of quantities grouped as "others" in Table 1; no 
breakdown by gear or tonnage classes. 

UK - Correct form used but report covered only a part of the Div 2J cod catch; no reference to catches in 
SA 1, 3 and 4. 

USA - Correct form used but report covered only the discards in the yellowtail fishery in SA 5 by division 
and also by management area; no reference to discards of other species in SA 4, 5 and 6. 

Concluding Remarks 

Annually since 1964 STACRES has recommended that member countries collect and report statistics 
on discards and industrial fish. It was conceivable that the information provided in the early years would 
not be satisfactory, but that the quality would gradually improve. However, a brief survey of the sub
missions of previous years indicates that there has been little, if any, improvement. In some cases there 
has been a deterioration in the quality of reporting, and the lack of sufficient information renders the 
data practically meaningless. Individuals and/or national agencies, responsible for preparing the sub
missions, seem to show a lack of concern by not using the correct forms provided, by not completing the 
forms properly, and in general by not following the instructions provided. Consequently the usefulness of 
the data provided must be in doubt for some of the submissions. For example, countries reporting nominal 
catches and discards (or industrial fish) for only one or two species, must invariably catch quantities of 
a variety of other species, little or none of which are recorded as nominal catch or discards or industrial 
fish. 

Besides the absence of reports from a number of countries, the lack of adherence to the established 
deadline must also be noted. Of the 11 reports received covering 1972 data, five were available by the end 
of July 1973 (deadline 15 July 1973), three were received in August, two in September and one in October. 
Despite the various requests by the Secretariat that countries use airmail services to submit material, 
some submissions took 2-3 months after mailing to reach the Secretariat. 
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Table 1. Stmmry of 1nfonnat1on on discards and industr1al fish in relation to nominal catch (metric tons) for 1972. 
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Abbreviations and Symbols Used 

Fra(M) 
FRG 
J" 
'01 
'0' 'om 
Spa 
USSR 
UK 
USA 

OT 
CTSI 
ors, 
NT 
PT 

- France (Metropolitan) 
- Federal Republic of Germany 
- Japan 
- Poland 
- Portugal 
- Romania 
- SPllfn 
- Union of Socialist Soviet RePublics 
- United Kingdom 
- United States of America 

- otter trawl 
- otter trawl s1de 
- otter trawl stern 
- midwater trawl 
- pafr trawl 
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Had - haddock 
Red - red fish 
S H - 511 ver hake 
Yel - yellowtail 
Flo - flounders 
Her - herring 
Mac - mackerel 
a p - other pelagics 
RNG - roundnose grenadier 
Cap - capel1" 
Ang - angler 
aPu - ocean pout 
Seu - sculpins 
Sha - Sharks 
Sk.a - skates 
Squ - squids 
Others - for each country the catches pertain to all 

species other than those listed for that country 
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Table 1. (Continued) 
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Abbreviations and Symbols Used 

Fra(M) - France (Metropolitan) 
FRS - Federal Republic of Gennany 
Jap - Japan 
Pol - Poland 
POI" - Portugal 
Rom - RoIM.n1a 
Spa - Spain 
USSR - Union of Socialist Soviet Republtcs 
UK - United KfngdOll 
USA - United States of America 

Gear - Of - otter trawl 
OTSI - otter trawl side 
OTSN - otter trawl stern 
MT - m1dwater trawl 
PT - pair trawl 
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Had - haddock 
Red - redf1sh 
S H - silver hake 
Yel - yellowtail 
F1 0 - fl cun<iars 
lfer - herr1 ng 
Hae - mackerel 
o p - other pelagics 
RNG - roundnose grenadier 
tap - cape1in 
Ang - angler 
OPu - ocean pout 
Scu - sculpins 
Sha - sharks 
Ska - skates 
Squ - squids 
Others - for each country thl! catches pertain to all 

species other than those listed for that country 
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APPENDIX 

Circular Letter 73/1 P.O. _ 638 
Dan:.uth t Mewa Scoti., Cauda 

3 J .. uary 1973 

L In accordance with • 1966 reco~datlOD. adopted by the Subco-.ittH OIL Staei.tice aDd 9...,1111.1. 
He'llber Countrlea of ICNAF are nqueated to report the welpta of whole Uah throva overboard at a.. (DISCUDS) 
and the weights of whole flab turned into flah aaal at ... (IIDUSTIIAL) annually OG ICRAP Stati.tice PoTa 4. 
Theae data are aummarlzed annually in .eating document •• 

~. In accordance with R.ecODalDdatlaa 11 of the Stati .• tice _ 5....,111\1 Subco_ltt .. (Redbook 1972. 
Part I, page 70). the form haa been alightly modified to iRclud8 .pace for record!". the Do~nal catChes to 
which the information on discards and industrial fiah partain.. The Inclu.lon of th ••• data will areatly 
facilitate the compilation of the annual aummary by the Secretariat .. well as enable direct comp.rl~ of 
discarded and industrial fiah data with nominal catches in order to reduce or eli.tnate certain discrepancies 
which were prevalent in some submissions for previous years. 

3. Enclosed are copies of the revised ICNAF Statistics Porm 4 with instructions for its co~letiOD 
and with hypothetical exa1llP1es showing the correct use of the form. 

4. You are kindly requested to complete the fora (uua .. ...,. sbaete ... re nee ... ary), givi. 
information on discarded and industrial fiah for the year 1972, and sUbmit the data to the ICNAP Secretariat 
not later than 15 July 1973. 

S. In accordance with a 1969 recommendation of the Stati.tic. aDd Saapltac Subco.a4tte. 
Part 1, page 48), information on discarded and industrial fiah for 1967 wu Publiehe"'~d~I.n~Q~~:tf* 
III, pages 115-123. for 1968 in Redbook 1970, Part III, p .... 181-188, for 1969 in ! 
pages 297-303, and for 1970 in Redbook 1972, Part III, pagea 97-100. 

VMH:VCK 
Enclosures 

Youo eineerely 

V.M. Hodder 
Distribution: Aseistant Executive Secretsry 

Bulgaria - D. Neelev (10) 
- A.W. Hay (80), G. Sullivan (I), A.M. Pleminl (I), Z. "rubtli (I), Atlantic bgional Director 

(Research) (1) 
~ 

De .... rk (G) - Sv.Aa. Routed (10) 
Denmark (F) - J. Joensen (10) 
France (H) - J.L. Touya (20) 
France (SP) - J. Morice (10) 
Germany. P'R - A. Meyer (30) 
Iceland - J. Jonsson (20) 
Italy - Ministero Marina Mercantile (1) 
Japan - T. Y .... guc:h1 (10) 

__ lIbrway - o. Lund (20), P. 1I10tl. (1) 
Poland - r. Chrzan (I), Central Piaheri •• Board, SECaecin (20) 
POrtUg!l - J.e.E. Cardoso (20), R. MOnteiro (1) 
Itomania - V. Stoeneacu (10) t L. Popeecu (1) 
Spain - V. Be .... jo (20) 
~ - A. S _ BogdaDov (75) 
UK - B.A. Cole (30), B.B. Parrl.h (1) 
USA - Ragional Director, HMPS, Gloucester (20) 

eo ..... !, DR - B. SchRibar, W. -- (1 UdI) 
~ - Centro clo Ia9Mt1lacionu Peeq_n., ....... (1) 

'01' l'Dlor.ation: 

Cbai ..... , STACRBS (1) 
-Chalr..n. St.tisticl.ad. • ..,1181 (1) 
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