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The total catch by Spanish attsr and pair trawlers in 

subareas 1-5 and Statistical Area 6 in 1974 was 181,038.9 tons, 

representing 2,353.1 tans laes than in 1973. Cod constituted 

the bulk of tho catch (157,740.0 tans), follo.sd by Squids 

(16,137 tans), capolin 4,016 tona, ft.ddock (1,553.2 tons) and 

pollock (1,455.6 tons). Haddook and pollOCk are takan as by-oatoh 

of the direoted fishery of Cod, whioh i. mainly operated by pair 

trawler., and tak •• pleae in Subareas 1-5. 

The directed fishery of aquid ia mainly operated by atern 

snd otter tr •• lera, end it 18 developed in Suber •• 5 and Statisti­

cal Area 6. 

Tabla 1. Spanish nominal catches (metric tonal by .pecie. in tha 

Northweot Atlantic, 1971-1974. 

Species 1971 1972 1973 1974* 

Cod 254,188 21,159 159,532 157,740,0 
Haddock 7,876 5,594 2,300 1,553,2 
flatfishes 1,054 30 218 
Pollook 1,378 1,013 3,247 1,455.6 
Il1ax 3,324 4,9)0 4,339 6,767.0 
Loligo 3,446 5,764 13,260 9,370.0 
Capelin 4,016.0 
Rsd Hake 57.3 
Other Species 446 1,227 496 79.8 

total 271,712 236,717 183.392 181,038.9 

*Praliminary 
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The most important Spanish Icatch.51 cadl.era in Stook 

2J+'KL ('5.48%), follo.ad by oatch •• in .tpcks 3NO (24.30%),· 

4VsW (17.36%), 3Ps (10.42%) and 5VZ (4.04%). 

Tabla 2. Spanish nominal catches of Cod (metric tons) by Subara •• , 
1972-1974 

Subareas 1972 

1 12,949 
2 1,664 , 157,589 
4 39,254 
5 6,700 
6 3 

total 21B,159 

* Preliminary 

1973 

10,231 
662 

105,660 
'6,999 

5,9B1 

159,533 

Stock 

1 
2J+JKL 

3M 
3Ps 

4Vn+T 
4VB+W 

4X 
5VZ 

1974* 

5,B95.' 
55,971.6 
2,619.0 

16,443.6 
851.4 

27,3BO.4 
1,640.1 
6,374.7 

157,740.0 

During 1974 cod sampling has basn carried out allover the 

year by two observers on board two Spanish pair trawlers. Each ana 

of the two boats of ths fishing unit ha. 1400 HP and 594 GRT. 

Subarea 1 

A. STATUS Of THE fISHERIES 

The fishing ssa80n extended in this Subarea from July to 

December baing the moat important catches during October and 

November. 

fishing activity took place mainly in Divi.ion. 1C and 10. 

Cod catches in this stock show a decrease of 4,335 tons from 1973. 

B. SPECIAL RESEARCH STUDIES 

Cod sampling 1n this stock wa. carried out during the 

months of September, November and December in Division 1C and 

August, September, October, Novembar and December in Division 

10. A totel of 6,498 individuals were measured end 1,309 taken 

for age determination. 
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length frequencies and mean length of cod per month 

eampled and per Division are given in t.ble 4. 

Th. contribution of the different year clas ••• to the 

fishery and the meen age par month and Division sampled ara given 

in table 5. 

Hara infar~.tian on by-catch and other •• pect. of the fishing 

op~ration. in thi. Subarsa,collsctod by • biologist of our .taff 

(J.R. Fuertn) during Septembar,i •• vailabl. in Re •• -Doc. 75/7, 

Co£. Stock 2J + 3KL 

A. STATUS OF THE FISHERIES 

This .took is the ~o.t important for the Spanish cod 

fi.hery.In 1974 catcho. w.r. 55,971.6 ton •• 

The fiahing activity •• tended in this atook all along tha 

ysar,tho higheat catch •• baing in Hay and April. 

a.SPECIAL RESEARCH STUDIES 

Cod 8a~pling haa b •• n carriad out during tho months of April 

and May in Division 3K ,and in March, April and May in Division 'L. 

A total of 7,983 individuals wara maa.ured and 1,096 taken 

for 8ge determination. 

Length frequencies and mean length of cod par month sampled 

and per Division are givBn in table 6. 

The contribution of the different year classBa to ths 

fishery and the msan age par month and division sampled ere given 

in table 7. 

c.J... Stock 3H 

A. STATUS OF THE FISHERIES 

The Spanioh fishery in this Itock .... was small (2,619 tons 

in 1974). 

Fiehing activity baing carriad out only in July. 
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A. SPECIAL RESEARCH STUDIES 

Neither sampling Dr ather rea.arch studies .are carried 

out in this stock. 

Oil/is;"", ....... 3NO 

A. STATUS Df THE fISHERIES 

This stock i. the aecond in ImportancB for the Spanish 

ood fishuy. 

In 1974 cod catch.s wer. 38,33D.7 tone. The fishing acti­

vity extondsd in thh .tock _ all along the year, tho highest 

catches baing in June and August. 

2. Capelin 

This fishery waB iniciBted this year, end the catches were 

carried out by two stern trawlers or 2,250 GAT Bach one, with. 

totel catch of 4,016 tons. Catch.s are .hown in table 3. 

Table 3. 

Division 30 3D 3D total 

Month Jun. July August 
Days on ground 13 38 6 67 
Day. fished 11 41 6 58 

Hours fished 15. '74 84 812 

Catch in ton. 512 2968 536 4D16 

B. SPECIAL RESEARCH STUDIES 

In stook 3NO, cod sampling •• s carried out only in Division 

3N during the months of June and July. 

A total of 1594 individuals .erB me.sured and 216 taken for 

age determination. 

Langth frequencies and mean length of cod per month sampled 

and per Division era given in tabla 6. 
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The contribution of the different year clas888 to the 

fishery and the mean ega per month end Division samplad are given 

in hblo 7. 

(zL .tock 3Po 

A. STATUS Of THE fISHERIES 

Tho fiohing se.eon o.t.ndod in this stook all along ths 

y.ar, the higheat catches being in Maroh, November and December. 

The catch of cod in this .tock has b •• n 16,443.6 tons 

against 19,951.0 tons in 1973, which implies B decree.s of 

3,507.4 ton •• 

B. SPECIAL RESEARCH STUDIES 

In stack ~ JPa, cod sampled was carried out during the 

month of December. 

A total of 573 individuals were measured end 76 takan for 

aga determination. 

Length and aga compositions era given in tables 6 and 7. 

CoL .tock 4Vn+T 

A. STATUS Of THE fISHERIES 

Cod fishery in atock .... 4Vn+T is of minor importance, 

3,084.6 tons in 1974. 

The fiahing S8S80n extended In this stock from January to 

May, and from October to December 

8. SPECIAL RESEARCH STUDIES 

Cod sampling in this stock was carriad out during the months 

of January, february and December in Division 4Vn. A total of 

4,567 individuals ware msasured and 483 taken for aga datarmination. 

Length frequencias and maan length of cod par month sampled 

and per Division ara given in table 8. 
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The contribution of the different year clasaea to the 

fishery and the maan age per month and Div~.ion .ampled era given 

in tabla 9. 

~ Stook 4Us.W 

A. STATUS or THE rlSHERIES 

Thie .took .... ia the third in importance for the Spanish 

cod fiahary_ In 1974 ood catcha8 wsra 27,390.4 tons. 

Th. fishing activity axtended in thie stock .... all along 

the year, the hIghest catch •• baing in the months of March, and 

february. 

Tha Haddock catch in the whole stock area .a. 693.1 tons 

in 1974. ..L -This apeci.s .. pollock (802.5 tona)1 .. taken a. a 

by-catch of the cod fishery. 

8. SPECIAL RESEARCH STUDIES 

Cod sampling in this .took weB carried out during the months 
>UA 

of february, Harch and April in~ivi8ion 4V8, and April in Division 

4W. A total of 4,288 individuals •• re ma.sured and 471 takan for 

aga determination. 

Length fraquencias and the contribution of the different 

year clasaea to the fiehery, and the mean ege per month end Divi­

sion sampled ara given in tabla. Band 9 respectively. 

Divi.ion IIX 

A. STATUS or THE FISHERIES 

1. Cod 

Tho Spani.h fishery in thi. Division .as 8mall (1,640.1 

ton. in 1974). 

2. Haddock 

Tho Haddock catch in this Divieion .a. 97.2 ton •• 
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B. SPECIAL RESEARCH STUDIES 

Neither sampling or other r •••• roh studies .era carried 

Dut in thie Division. 

Subar •• , end Stati.tic~ Araa 6 

A. STATUS or THE rISHERIES 

The Spaniah catch of cod in SubareB 5 Is 6,374.7 tone 1n 

1974. 

The fiehing activity ext.nded in Subaraa 5 .11 along the 

year, the highest catches baing in rebruary, June and August. 

Haddock catch W.8 762.9 tona, red hake catch _aa 57.3 tons 

and pollock catch waB 653.1 tons. TheBs species era taken 88 a 

by-oatch of tho cod fi.hery. 

2. Sguid 

T_o diffarant equid diract.d fiaheria. taka plac. in 

Subarea 5 and Statistical Area 6. Tha Loligo fishary take. pl.ce 

mainly during the month. of Oacembar, January and February, but 

the fishing season extends from Saptember,to April. The ~ 

fishery extends from April to Saptambar, with the maximum catch •• 

in May, Juns and July. In 1974 ,quid fisheri •••• r •• topped at 

16,137 tons, owIng to quota restriotion.. In table 10 the trend 

of both fi.heris. from 1969 to 1974 io ahown. 

B. SPECIAL RESEARCH STUDIES 

1. ~ 

Cod sampling wae carried out in Subdivision 5Ze, during the 

months of Mey and June. A totel of 1,24J 'ishes .ere measured and 

123 t.kan for og. datBrmination. 

Length frequenoie8 and mean length of cod for these months 

era shown in table 11. 
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The contribution of the differ.nt ye.r cl ••••• to the fishery 

end the meen ega tor cod in the •• monthe are aha." in table 12. 

2. Squid 

No biological sampling waa carried out in Squid fiaharia •• 

An annali.i. of the catch and .ffort statistic. for both 

species .as mad. and prs.anted in the fifth Special He.ting 

(L6pez-V.iga and E. L.bar~., Working paper nO '), and it .ho.ad 

that non. or tho •• apecies •••• ed to be in a Dvarfishing stage, 

although it muat b •• aid that tha annalisi. wae limited, mainly 

due to tho difficulti •• in obtaining an accurate fishing effort 

Bsti.ate. 
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Tabla 4. Length Do.poaitimn (0/00) of Dod .ampled 1n Subar •• 1 

in 1974 

month/dividon 

length VIII IX _X_ XI XII 
grOllp (a.) 1D 1C lD 1D 1C 10 lC 10 

27- 29 1 

30- '2 3 

33- 35 12 3 
36- '8 27 8 , 1 2 
39- 41 66 8 7 4 4 
42- 44 139 ,II. 29 14 II. 
45- 47 14 191 67 53 47 10 16 
48- 50 1'7 54 82 67 23 74 8 
51- 53 23 67 70 69 63 ' 28 178 
54- 56 5 54 3D 48 58 32 128 31 
57- 59 37 48 42 45 44 26 101 31 
60- 62 79 42 45 65 37 42 93 U 
63- 65 70 46 73 79 40 70 109 54 
66- 68 164 41 112 76 54 103 97 108 
69- 71 10J 22 110 85 74 166 85 131 
72- 74 84 21 89 71 83 176 62 185 
75- 77 89 19 67 82 81 144 35 208 
78- 80 93 17 46 B2 69 86 8 104 
81- 83 70 12 42 49 69 41 12 81 
84- 86 65 11 '4 30 70 30 15 
87- 89 42 8 26 18 51 11 15 
90- 93 14 J 10 10 J2 5 4 
93- 95 14 3 8 4 19 2 4 
95- 98 14 " 15 2 7 
99-101 14 1 5 , 4 

102-104 1 3 4 
105-107 2 1 1 
108-110 1 2 2 
111-113 5 1 1 

----
total 999 1000 1001 997 996 1001 1002 1002 

n.r.m •••• 214 1857 626 1217 993 lD73 258 260 

m."n langth 72. 53. 65. 65. 69,. 70. 60. 72. 
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Tabla 5. Ag. ao.pod tian (0/00) of cad .aMpled in Subar •• 1 

in 1974 

aanth/diviaion 

year !!!!. IX _X_ XI XII 
cIa •• 10 1C 10 10 1C 10 1C 10 ---- ---- ----

1-197) 

2-1972 1 17 1 

)-1971 24 )05 157 1eB 107 45 10' 13 

4-1970 40 )02 SO 154 12) 75 2" 48 

5-1969 )36 2" )2) 106 232 86 455 70 

6-1968 J10 95 2)5 40. 290 627 182 In 
7-1957 170 25 112 as 12) 105 27 141 

8-1966 76 • 4Ii 54 56 lIB 1 56 

9-1965 19 9 17 4iI 12 14 

10-1964 2 1 1 7 1 

11-196) 7 ) 

12-1962 2 1 4 1 

1)-1961 1 

14-1960 5 2 

15-19" 

----- ----
total 989 991 987 995 986 998 1002 100) 

1II •• n age 5.97 4.24 5.25 5.)4 5.61 5.87 4.80 6.10 
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Table 5. Length ae.poeition (D/aD) of cad .e.pled in Subere. ) 
in 197 • 

• anth/diviaian 

length -ilL IV V .J!.L .J!.!!. ....lli.... 
group (ca) JL )L )K )L )K 311 3N 3Pe -----

21- 23 • 17 • 5 8 10 
24- 26 1 12 3 " 21 " 27- 29 a 1 3 211 6 
30- 32 8 8 1 2 16 18 
ll- 35 10 J 2 3 3 24 40 
36- ). '" • 8 10 8 5) 67 2 ,,- 41 97 25 28 )5 47 50 91 5 
42- 4. 125 ., 5& 78 83 8" 96 9 
"5- 47 125 68 129 135 1.0 90 8) 16 
48- 50 153 107 189 152 187 90 90 )B 
51- 5) 11. 1" 167 1 •• 175 79 91 19 
54- 56 62 1ll 1.2 123 121 82 BJ )0 
57- 59 81 109 9' " 95 87 B1 47 
50- 62 4' 10. 60 n 48 84 75 58 
6)- 5' 42 68 26 .6 )5 77 n 129 
66- 68 25 52 " )1 18 47 35 162 
69- 71 14 37 19 22 20 1) )5 154 
72- 74 17 27 17 19 9 26 20 108 
75- 77 1) 20 9 11 6 21 19 84 
78- 80 14 16 11 8 ) 24 11 54 
81- 8) ) )0 
B4- B5 2 14 
87- 89 2 12 
90- 92 2 3 
9)- 95 10 
96- 98 ) 

99-101 2 ----
Total 999 1002 100) 1001 1001 1000 998 999 
".r.me •• ur. 712 1861 1993 21532 7B5 379 1215 573 
.... n length 50. 54. '). 52. 51. 52. 51. 67 • 
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T.ble 7. Age co.positian (a/aa) of cad ••• pl.d in Suber •• 3 
in 1974 

manth/diuhian 

year ...!!L IV V ...Y.L .J!!L 2!L 
cl ••• JL }L 3K 3L lK IN 3N lPa -- -- -- -- ----

1_1973 

2-1972 3 5 

3-1971 10 II • 21 
4-1970 22 ' 41 53 68 77 186 69 41 
5-1969 321 219 171 266 195 101 273 117 
6-1968 1131 481 364 478 356 397 247 176 
7-1967 151 120 222 93 215 111 " 104 
8-1961 21 7J 37 62 26 41 41 187 

9-1965 8 16 5 8 6 190 

10-1964 3 7 1 5 22 19 99 

11-1963 7 

12-1962 2 1 1 7 

13-1961 6 6 

total 958 953 989 982 987 858 762 865 

•• an age 5.79 6.0 6.41 5.83 6.21 5.78 5.91 7.45 
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Tabh 8. Length compooition (%o) of cad sampled in Subaroa " 
in 1974 

,"onth/ division 

length I _1_1_ ....!!.L VI 2!.L 
group (om) 4Vn "Vo IIVn "V. 4Vo IIW IIVn 

21_ 23 2 10 11 
24- 26 2 4 6 9 1 
27_ 29 4 " " 1 
30- 32 , 1 4 1 11 
33_ l5 3 2 1. 
]6- 38 10 11 25 
39- 41 6 17 J8 51 48 2 
42- 44 17 15 54 62 '17 '10 7 
45- 47 41 19 63 94 144 148 14 
4B- 50 90 26 120 134 156 157 27 
51- 53 148 124 163 139 147 154 55 
54- 56 lB5 226 179 130 111 122 6B 
57- 59 201 211 157 113 78 BO 132 
60- 62 126 184 107 89 '1 50 182 
63- 65 92 B3 59 59 30 19 172 
66- 68 40 64 36 36 23 15 1" 
69- 71 24 19 1B 22 19 23 80 
72- 74 12 8 21 21 14 9 55 
75- 77 6 8 6 13 10 6 27 
7B- BO 3 8 2 11 12 8 11 
81- 83 7 
B4- 86 2 
87- 89 2 
90- 92 

9l- 95 

96- 9B 1 

total 1000 1003 1003 998 1001 1001 997 
n.f". meas. 2141 266 1623 1571 1643 798 803 
mean length 56. 57. 55. 53. 51. 50. 62. 
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Tabla 9. Aga COIiPOai tion (0/00) of cod ae.plad in Subar ... 4 

in 197. 

lIonth/divhion 

y.ar I ..1L ...l!L VI ...!!.L 
cla •• IlVn IIV. IIVn IIV. IIVa 11111 "Vn 

1-1973 

2-1972 1 2 

3-1971 3 9 36 41 " 
4-1970 'Ii 13 U 84 302 272 71 

S-1969 231 161 270 257 341 U6 15. 

6-1968 .06 589 H7 4'. 161 83 312 

7-1967 123 1811 115 148 92 16 337 

8-1966 100 33 82 33 . 20 89 

9-1965 46 10 39 111 18 

10-1964 " 2 26 2 

11-1963 5 6 II 

12-1962 1 1 1 2 

13-1961 2 1 

14-1960 2 1 

tatal 991 993 998 97. 952 878 989 

mBan ega 6.'S 6.11 6.11 5.B5 5.03 4.7' 6.28 

Tabla 1~ Evolution of tha Spanhh Squid fishery 1969-1974 

V.ar 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 

Loligo, total catoh 494 3.012 
(tone) 

3,U6 5,764 13.260 9, HO 

Ill •• , total catch 44 
(tona) 

1,594 3.324 4,930 4,n9 6,767 

NUliber of V.astll 3 13 l' 19 n 39 

Total GRT 1,667 6,300 9.001 10.821 22,816 27,250 

GRT/V ••• al 555.7 484.' 692.4 51i9.5 691.4 705.1 

El 



- 15 -

Table ". LBngth cOMpoaition (0/00) of cod aampled in Subarea 5 

in 1974 

Alonth/diviaion 

hngth V VI 
group (CII) 5Z. 5Ze 

21-23 12 6 

24-21 2 

27-29 4 

)0-32 2 
))";)5 

)6-)8 ) 

H-41 14 

42-U )7 81 

.5-47 "4 165 

48-50 220 149 

51-5) 85 "4 
54-56 122 87 

57-59 18) 10) 

60-62 110 96 

6)-65 J7 58 

66-68 24 29 

69-71 )7 28 

72-74 17 

75-77 " 78-80 9 

81-8) 

total 1001 1000 

n.f • .. 8.8. 82 1161 

lIIalln length 5). 5). 
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Tabla 12. Ag. co.po.ition (a/Do) of cad •• Mplad in Subar.a 5 

in 197. 

month/di vision 

Veal' V VI 
cla •• 'Z. 5Z. 

1-1973 
2-1972 69 95 

3-1971 .52 431 

4-1970 1110 363 
5-1969 111 19 

6-1968 III 118 

7-1967 

8-1966 
9-1965 

10-19611 

11-1963 
12-1962 
11-1961 

14-1960 

total '88 956 

mean ag. 1.50 3 •• 7 
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