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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUIIIilNT 

This document is the Report of the Eighth Session of the Coordinating Working Party 
on Atlantic Fishery Statistics (CWP) held at CECD Headquarters, Paris, France, 
12-20 September 1974. A draft version of this report was issued in September 1974 
for diatribution at the 62nd Statutory Meeting of ICES, Copenhagen, October 1974 •. 

Until the end of 1968 the CWP was known as the "Continuing Working Party on Fishery 
Statistics in the North Atlantic Area". The change of name was authorized by decisions 
taken during 1968 by the then member bodies (ICES, ICNAP, FAD). 

For bibliographic purposes, this document may be cited: 
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1. PROCEDllIIAL MATTERS 

(Agenda Item 1) 

1.1 JIr. L.P.D. Gerlenbach opened the Eighth Session of the CNP in his capsoi ty BB Secreta.ry 
and thanked CBCD in the person of 1Ir. P. Adam, Chief of Fisheries Division, for pro
viding facilities for the SeBsion. Ha then introduced Mr. R. Thibaudau, Director of 
Marine Fisheries (General Secretariat of the Keroantile Marine) who welcomed the 
partioipants. 1Ir. Adam responded and added a word of welcC1118 <in behalf of his 
Organisation. 

1.2 Mr. Gerlenbach subsequently welcomed ICSEAF BB a new agency participating in the 
activities of the CNP and finally invitsd ncminations for the Chairman and Vice
Chairman. Mr. J.A. Pope (United Kingdom) ·WBB eleoted Chairman for the Eighth Session 
and Mr. R.A. Hall (U.S.A.) BB Vice-Chairman. 

1.3 The draft agenda and schedule of work were reviewed and adopted and the list of docu
ments established. 

1.4 Rapporleurs were appointed BB follows: 

Agenda item: 

1 Mr. L. Butler 5.2 1Ir. v. Hodder 
2.1 Hr. L.P.D. Gerlenbach 5.3 Mr. L. Butler 
2.2 Mr. V. Hodder 6.1-6.6 Mr. P. Adam 
2.3 JIr. D. de G. Griffith 6.7 Dr. E. Hsyerdehl 
2.4 Dr. P.X. Miyake 6.8 Mr. Sv. Horsted 
2.5 Mr. B. Draganik 7-8 Mr. D. Hagborg 
2.6-4 Mr. L.P.D. Gertenbach 9 Mr. L.P.D. Gertenbach 
5.1 Hr. L. Butler 1(}"11 Mr. L. Butler 

The Eighth Session met on Thursda,y to Saturda,y (12th-14th September) and on Monda,y to 
Frida,y (16th to 20th September). 1Ir. Pope chaired the first three da,yB of the Session 
and also Thursda,y, 19th, Mr. Hall the remaining four da,ys. 

1.6 The Address of WeloCIII8, Agenda and Lists of Documents and Participants are presented in 
Appendices 1 to 4. 

2. AGENCY PROCRAMIIES AND PUBLICATIONS PRBSEN'l'ING A'l'LAll'I'IC FISHERY STATISTICS 

(Agenda Item 2] 

2.1 The Statistioal Pr amme and Publications of FAO 
the United Nations 

iculture Or an1zation of 

2.1.1 The Secretary of CNP drawing attention to Document CNP/8-2A reporled that the 
main publications in his progra111118 remained the two annually published volumes 
of the FAI) Yearbook: of Fisher.r Statistics, one volume of which WBB subtitled 
"Catches and Landings" and the other "Fishery COIIIDodities". These two annual 
volumes were being supplemented by FAO Fisheries Ciroulars; no additional 
Bulletins of Fishery Statistios had been issued since the Seventh Session of the 
CWP. 
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2.1.2 The tables in Sectl.ons A and C of the "Catches and Landings" volumes of the 
Yearbook of Fishery Statistics had remained unchanged and followd the same 
pattern as in earlier volumes, but beginning with Volume 34, significant ohanges 
had been made in Seotion B. Although these tables continued to present detailed 
breakdowns of annual fish oatches by speCies, major fishing areas and by oountries 
this three-tier presentation had been re-ordered. The present data arrangement, 
first introduced in Volume 34, in ellQh table (devoted to an FAO "group of species") 
now started with the major fishing area, followed by a listing of all the relevant 
speoies for a partioular area; finally ellQh speoies total was broken down by 
oountry. It was noted that this new order fllQilitated the extraction and publi
cation of supplementary publications (Bulletins and/or Circulars) to oover parti
cular regions. 

2.1.3 During the first half of 1974 twenty-one Fisheries Circulars were isaued by FAO 
, and each of these was devoted to one of the major inland and marine fishing areas 

for statistical purposes. Each circular contained table s extracted from Sections 
B and C of the Yearbook of Fishery Statistics, Volume 34; the "Circular" tables 
were built up from relevant parts in the various Yearbook tables. 

2.1.4 The CWP noted that this series included Circulars for Areas 21, 21 and 41 for 
whioh ICNAF, ICES and ICSEAF already issued independently their own respective 
annual Bulletins. However, it was clear that this had not represented duplio .... 
tion in that the FAO series oontained a slightly different presentation of the 
same basic data and also afforded a onoe for all opportunity to cheok thoroughly 
differenoes between the regional tables released by FAO and those produced by 
ICNAF, ICES and ICSEAF. FAO intended- to continue to publish regional circulars 
for areas other than 21, 21 and 41 but did not expect to continue to do so for 
the three areas already oovered by ICNAF, ICES and ICSEAF Bulletins. However, 
it was felt by the CWP that it was neoessary and most useful that FAO had covered 
all areas in the very first issue of these new Circulars. 

2.1.5 By the end of 1974 all data up to and inoluding those for the oalendar year 1973 
relating to: 

(i) nominal catches by major statistical area, by country, by speoies, by 
year, 

(ii) nominal oatohes by statistioal sub-area, by country, by gear type, by 
vesssl size, by speoies, by year, 

(iii) nominal catohes and oorresponding effort by statistioal sub-area, by 
country, by gear-type, by vessel size, by speoies, by gear, by 'month, 

will have been oonverted to machine processable form. In addition, procedurss 
will have been developed for the similar treatment of ourrent data on a regular 
basis with olose liaison continuing to be maintained with the regional aeenoies 
regarding validity of catoh figures. ICNAF and ICSEAli' will be sending data to 
FAO by means of magnetic computer tape and/or cards and all regional I188ncies 
will provide FAO with changes in their coding IIYstems as they occur. Beginning 
wi th the 1975 statistics, one important use of this basic file will be the 
production of the FAO Yearbook of Fishery Statistic8 - Catoh (Vol. 38). In 
addition, Vol. 36, containing 1974 statistics, mllY be prepared utilising auto
matic data processing techniques. 

2.1.6 When this data base was f1:rnaly established it would be possible for catch and 
effort data. to be retr1ewdby any criteria existing in the fils, and maall88ment 
information requests of regional bodies and world fishery manaeers would be met 
with the promptness neoessary for effective dscision-making. 
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2.2 The Statistioal Pro amme and Publioations of ICNAF International Commission for the 
Northwest Atlantio Fisheries 

2.2.1 The Assistant Exeoutive Seoretary of ICNAF presented the report on ICNAF 
statistioal aotivities during 1971/74 (CWP-8/2B). He reviewed the status of 
statistioal publioations with speoial reference to Statistical Bulletin, 
Vol. 20-22 for 1970/72, Sampling Yearbook. Vol. 15-17 for 1970/72, ICNAF List 
of Fishing Vessels for 1971, and ICNAF Redbook, Part I, for 1972/74 (containing 
the reports of meetings of the Standing COllUDittee on Research and Statistics). 

2.2.2 Reosnt dsvelopments in the management of more than 50 fish stocks in the ICNAF 
Area had led to the requirement for the early annual submission of monthly 
oatch data for assessment purposes. Without interfering with the established 
STATLANT Programme and dsadlines for the subnission of STATLANT data, ICNAF 
required Member countries to report preliminary monthly statistics for regulated 
speoies well in advanoe of ICNAF assessment meetings. These data were used by 
assessment scientists in conjunction with monthly length and age sampling data 
for predicting potential yieldS. 

2.2.3 With few exceptions (see 2.2.4), ICNAF did not now use statistics received on 
STATLAlIT 21A Forms for oQlIlpiling the catoh tables in the Statistical Bulletin. 
Nevertheless, the reoeipt of these data with a 15 April dsadline was essential 
to provids the CQIIlmission at its Annual lfeeting with an uJ>-t<>-date inwntory of 
oatohes by species and division for the preoeding year, as the monthly data 
received earlier in the year for special assessment pertained only to selected 
species. The statistios dsrived from STATLANT 21A were compute~ompiled for 
use at the Annual lfeeting, and a revised version issued shortly thereafter 
represented the advance release of Northwest Atlantic Catch Statistics, pending 
the issuance of final statistios in the Statistical Bulletin several months later. 

2.2.4 The Statistioal Bulletin was now based almost entirely on statistios obtained 
from STATLAlIT 21B Forma. For nearly all countries fishing in the Northwest 
Atlantio, the catches from STATi.ANT 21B, when BUIIJIIlBd by speCies and division, 
were the same as those given on 21A. When 21B data were not available, 21A 
data were used; when 21B data differed significantly from those previous reported 
on 21A, the oountry Was informed and the differences reconciled. Since most 
ICNAF countries had dsmonstrated their ability to report their statistics by 
speoies in the dstail required for STATLAlIT 21B, the la,yout of this form (at 
least for the ICNAF Area) had to be such as to aocommoda te the request ing of the 
oatoh of eaoh speoies that might be oaught. 

2.2.5 The presentation of tabular material in Statistical Bulletin, Vol. 22 for 1972, 
was reorganized along the general lines proposed at a meeting of the ad hoc 
Working Group of ths CW? which met at Rome in January 1973 (Report ofC~ad hoc 
Working Grou!' on the Contents of Regional Fisheries Statistical Bulletins \RoO;;
January 1973) ICNAF Summ. Doc. 73/11). 

2.2.6 Reoent ICNAF requirements for changes in STATLANT Forms were as followsl 

(a) The provision for listing the oatohes of squids as (i) !.!!!! spp., (ii) 
Loligo spp., and (iii) Squids (NS). 

(b) The addition of Gadus ogac to the speCies list in view of catches having 
been reported for the first time in 1973. 

(c) The provision for the reporting of the affort and catch for all species items 
t)lken in the newly established statistical area, Baffin Island Area 
LStatistioal Area O(zero)] dsscribed in CWP-8/3D. 
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(d) Provision in the STATLANT B Form for the reporting of more detailed oatoh 
and effort data by twioe-monthly periods and 30' x 30' unit areas in the 
southern part of the ICNAF Area, starting with 1975 data in Subarea 5 and 
Statistioal Area 6. 

(e) The design of a suitable STATLANT B form to facilitate the direot transorip
tion of data from the form to punched oarda or magnetio tape without the 
intermediate step of copying the data to ooding sheets prior to punching. 

2.2.7 The updating of national statistios was pursusd by the Secretariat in its oon
tinuing effort to obtain as oomplete a historioal reoord as possible of fish 
oatohes in the Northwest Atlantio. Bulgaria, the German Democratio Republio and 
Japan had provided more detailed data for 1967/71 than were previous available, 
and Canada, Poland and the USSR had provided species breakdowns for 1963/72 of 
some quite large oatohes of flounders previously reporte,d as "Flounders (NS)". 

2.2.8 The last ICNAF List of Fishing Vessels (for 1971) was issusd in 1972. The list 
would oontinus to be published every 3 years with the 1974 list being issued 
early in 1975. Countries would in future be required to update their lists 
annually and the Secretariat would issus an annual supplement to the most 
reoently published list in the years between each oomplete triennial list. 

2.2.9 The ICNAF Sampling Yearbook, issusd annually since 1956, would in future be 
replaced by the publioation in the Redbook (Part Il of an annual index of 
available sampling data, whioh oould be obtained from ICNAF upon request. 

2.2.10 Emphasis on the early publioation of the Statistioal Bulletin and the need for 
the rapid retrieval of data for assessment purposes had led to the reoent 
development of an ICNAF Data Base within the Seoretariat. Statistioal Bulletin, 
Vol. 20, 21 and 22, had been oomputeI'-Oompiled and the data stored on oards and 
magnetio tape for easy acoess and fast retrieval. Efforts were now being devoted 
to the transcription of data for the past 10 years to magnetio tape and, in 
order to inoorporate revisions that had reoently become available, it had been 
necessary to start from the basic STA!l'LANT forms in orde r to reoonstruct the 
Statistical Bulletin tables and store the data in a form most amenable for future 
work. 

2.2.11 At the 1974 Annual Meeting of ICNAF the Commission approved the expansion of 
the Seoretariat with the addition of six new positions, four of which would be 
assooiated direotly with researoh and statistios activities: 1 biostatistioian, 
2 statistical clerks and 1 cler~typist. 

2.3 Statistical Pro amIDe Publications and Automated Data Processi stem of ICES 
International Counoil for the loration of the Sea 

The ICES Statistician reviewed the ICES statistioal programme (ClIP-B/2C) and 
drew attention to various developments which had taken place since the 7th 
Session of the CWP. 

He desoribed several changes in the la,yout of Bulletin Statistique which had 
been introduced in the issue containing 1972 oatoh data (Volume 57) in 
acoordanoe with proposals agreed upon by the Statistios Committee at the 1973 
Statutory Meeting of ICES. 

The oontent of the Statistical News Letters series, in which four News Letters 
were published annually, had been standardised by the introduction of forms for 
reporting stock record data. Material on length and weight data by age was no 
longer published but was kept by the ICES Secretariat for circulation on request; 
an inventory of available information was published annually. 
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2.3.4 Under the terms of a Reoommendation agreed at the Eleventh Meeting (1973) of 
NEAFC, member oountries were re'l"8sted, via the NEAFC CODlllissioners, to supply 
ICES with annual oatoh figures for fourteen named speoie s by 1 February of the 
year following that to whioh the oatoh figures apply; this data oolleotion 
soheme was for the benefit of the ICES Assessment Working Group meeting during 
the early part of the year and was not intended to rep1aoe any element of the 
STATLANT system. The ICES Statistioian reported on how the attempt to implement 
this Reoommendation had worked during its first year of operation, and drew 
attention to SOOle improvements (mliinly a finer area breakdown) whioh were to be 
introduced in the soheme. 

2.3.5 Attention was dra>m to the triennial reviews by ICES of the mixed fisheries in 
its area; the latest was oarried out in 1974. 

2.3.6 The ClIP was informed of the existenoe of desoriptions of national fishery 
statistioal systems whioh were being oompi1ed by the Council. 

2.3.7 The ICES Working Group on the Eventual Establishment of an ICES ADP System for 
Fisheries Statistios met for the third time in June 1974. A SUDIDary of progress 
made towarde an ICES ADP system was given to the ClIP Session, and attention was 
drawn to the Report of this meeting of the ICES Working Group whioh was presented 
to the Session as working paper CWP-8/8A. 

2.4 Statistio Pro 8IIIIMI and Publioations of ICCAT International Commission for the 
Conservation of At1antio Tuna 

The Assistant Seoretary of !CCAT presented the report on his agenoy's statistioal 
activities (CWP-8/2D) and introduced the publioation "Field Manual for Statistics 
and Sampling of Atlantio Tunas and Tun."..like Fishes". The latter was published 
in 1972 and had been used widely and with success to explain ICCAT requireroents 
for statistios and for solving the problem of speoies identifioation. 

ICCAT generally requested statistios direotly from (i) all its member oountries 
and (11) those nOn-<Dembers whioh fished signifioant amounts (at least 1,000 mt) 
of tuna in the Atlantio Ocean. It relied on the ClIP Seoretary to provide 
statistios of the tuna oatohes of no_mber countries whiohoaught insignifioant 
amounts of the species of interest to the agency. 

Special attention was draJl1l to the recent deve10lJll8nt by ICCAT of a projeot to 
make direo't contact with the fishing industry at various ports. Since 1972, the 
ICCAT Seoretariat had employed an expert to visit the important transshipment 
ports and by direot contact with the oompanies oonoerned, obtain catch and 
effort data. Since tuna fishing fleets were international, and the registration 
of a vassel does not necessarily ooincide with nationali ty of the owners, the 
national responsibility for co1leoting statistics for such vessels tended to be 
unclear and their oatohes were of'ten not inoluded in the statistios reported 
by any National Office. This activity cOlIID8need by ICCAT had made it possible 
to achieve nearly complete statistioal coverage of fleet s whose oatches were 
previously missed. 

In 1972/73, ICCAT compiled flov-oharts of national statistioal systems used by 
every National Offioe with a view to studying the possibility of improving the 
timeliness of reporting. In 1974, a Field Practice progr8IIIIMI was carried out 
in order to make national scientists and statistioians familiar with the ICCAT 
statistical system. 
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ICCAT Secretariat issued, for the important tuna species, a preliminary estimate 
of total annual catoh, in March/April of ths following year. Total tuna oatch 
date. by species, by country and by region (whsre possible) were publishsd in the 
Statistical Bulletin. Ths Bulletin was publishsd officially at the end of August 
in a loose-leaf format. In November and the following January some additional 
pages (or revised pages to replace some of those previously issued) were issued 
in or~r to uj>-date ths published data. )(ore detailed data such as catohss by 
1

0 
x 1 area, month and speCies, and biological data such as catches broken down 

by size, which ware submitted by National Officss or colleoted directly by ths 
Secretariat, are publishsd twice a year, in 14arch and October, in a compendium 
called Data Reoord. 

2.5 statistical Publications and ADP programme of ICSEAF (International Commission for the 
Southeast Atlantic Fishsries 

2.5.1 The Assistant Executive Secretary of ICSEAF thanked ths Session for ths invit .... 
tion to join ths CWP and expressed his appreoiation for the help gi wn by the 
Secretary of the CWP to oreate the statistioal programme whioh had proved so 
useful for meeting ICSEAF statistical requirements. 

2.5.2 Main features of ICSEAF activities in the field of colleoting and oompiling 
fishing statistics ware summarised in CWP-8/2E. The Assistant Executive Seoretary 
briefly presented the Wa.Y by whioh ths data on fishsry statistios were colleoted 
from oountries fishing in the Conwntion Area. He pointed out that the major 
sources of catoh and fishing effort data obtained by the ICSEAF Seoretariat from 
national offices ware STATLANT foms 47A and 47B. Another, but minor, source of 
similar data was forms designed and compiled by national correspondents. The 
ICSEAF representati va requested the Secretary of the CWP to assist him with 
oontinuing the task of making national offices yet more aware of ths need to 
use the standardized forms and properly implement the instructions for their 
completion. 

2.5.3 ICSEAF had designed an ADP system to satisfy its statist ical neede. The 
recei ved data ""re coded and transori bed onto a speoial fom whioh was an essen
tial dooument for punching the computer cards. The ICSEAF Statistical Bulletin 
oomprised six tables whioh were printed by computer. Tables 1, 2 and 3 ware 
compiled according to speCies, country, sul>-area and division from data sul>-
mi tted on STATLANT form 47 A. Tables 4 and 5 presented ths oatch data under such 
headings as species (or group of species), country, division and month. Statistics 
of catch and fishing effort appeared in Table 6. 

2.5.4 ICSEAF intended to introduce some slight changes in STA!l'LANT forms 47A and 47B, 
which would malr..e them more suitable to ICSEAF's partioular Deede. The changes 
would involve printing ths list of selected species items of commercial importance 
with code names in order to avoid any misunderstandings in fish nomenclature. 

2.5.5 ICSEAF had also issued Sampling Bulletin No.1, a description of which was briefly 
presented by the Assistant Executi va Secretary. The ICSEAF Secretariat had da
signed special forms (BIOLDAT 1 and 2) by means of which length and age composi
tion data on sampled fish were reported to ths Secretariat where they were tabu
lated by species, country, division and in due course published. The possibility 
of using computer teohniques for processing and compiling received biological data 
was being considered in preparation for a situation where ths amount of received 
data would justify ths introduction of such procedures. 
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2.6 The STATLANT Prol!l'amme under the MgiS of the ClIP 

2.6.1 The ClIP noted that at the moment the various documents relating to the STATLANT 
Programme lftIre inoluded in the FAO Fisheries Circulars series whioh Was a 
general series and dealt with a wide range of subjects thus leading to diffi
oulties when trying to identify papers dealing with purely STATLANT matters. 
To facilitate the grouping of all documents dealing with inter-agency statistical 
matters the CWO reocmmande that FAa establish a new aeries reserved exclusively 
for documents oonneot.d with the inter-agenoy programme. Thes. documents should 
be coded to facilitate referenc.s to (a) specific areas and (b) topics such as 
area d.soriptions, lists of speoi.s items, definitions of oatoh and effort oon
oepts. It should thus be possible to easily oompil., from properly indexed and 
oros .... refereno.d doouments series, oompendia by (a) areas and (b) topics. The 
ClIP Seoretary would oonsul t the Secretaries of the other agencies before finali z
ing this matt.r. 

2.6.2 In view of the growth of the membership of ClIP the Secretary was requested to 
inwstigate the introduction of a standardized format for the reporting of 
agency statistioal activities to ClIP. 

3. CLASSIFICATION A1ID CODIFICATION OF FISHING AREAS OF 
TIlE ATLANTIC OCEAN A1ID ADJAOE!fl.1 SEAS 

(Agenda Item 3) 

3.1 A Com!?8ndium of Notes on Fishing Areas for Statisti0al Purposes 

3.1.1 The ClIP noted that in its report on the Seventh Session (Rome, Italy, 10 to 16 
November 1971) it was recOlllll8nded "that FAO combine in a single publication all 
the maps and area oodes now used by the regional agencies in the Atlantic, and 
that this presentation should initially ren.ot only those codes referring to 
sub-areas, division and sub-divisions". In accordance with this recommendation 
the CWP Secretary presented Document cWP-8/3A and stressed that this compilation 
brougiittogether most of the material on this topiC hitherto available in various 
documents published by FAO, ICND', ICES, ICSEAF, ICCAT, etc. 

3.1.2 The ClIP noting that it might take some years before the details in a final form 
would be available for all statistioal areas felt that it would be advisable to 
issue this document lUI a s.ri.s of separate leaflets in a ri!l&'-binder. Each 
l.afl.t oould be complet.d and u~ted separately and thus delays in finalizing 
the leafl.ts oovering arelUl where breakdown decisions had still to be made by 
the appropriate regional fishery bodies would not hinder the prompt issue of 
leafl.ts for those regions where a well established situation existed. 

3.1.3 The ClIP requested that agencies cheok the details for their areas appearing in 
CWP-8/3A and send oorrections to the ClIP Secretary along with any available 
supplementary mat.rial to .nsure the acouraoy and oompleteness of issued leaflets. 
In this oonneotion the ClIP noted the supplemant~ information already supplied 
by ICNAi' (CWP-8/3D), by ICES (CWP-8/3Il and CWP-8/3F) by FAa (ClIP-8/3B and 
CWP-8/3C). 

3.1.4 Ext.nding the reoommendation of the Seventh Session referred to .in Section 
3.1.1 show, the CWP wae of the view that the new leaflets should include for 
.ach area also any quadrangular systems based on the gra tioule; see Section 3.2 
below. Some of these syst.ms, it was noted, would not n.cessarily oompletely 
cover any giwn regional statistioal area. 
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3.1.5 It was finally proposed that FAO should investigate the possibility of producing, 
as regularly up-dated computer-print outs, the essential descriptions of the sub
areas, divisions, sub-divisions and quadrangles within each statistical area. 
The results of any trials, if proved suitable, might be incorporated in the pro
duction of the abova-mentioned regional leaflets. 

3.2 Relationship between Components of a Statistical Sea Area 

The CWP noted the difficulty of oonstructing a major area, sub-area or division with 
boundaries not lying along parallels or meridians from a quadrangular system based on 
the graticule and recommends that in establishing boundaries for major statistical 
areas, sub-areas, divisions, eto., the graticule system should be followed wherever 
possible. 

3.3 Quadrangular Systems Codification 

3.3.1 The CWP considered the need for standardizing the oodes for systems in the ICNAF 
and ICES Areas utilizing the lati tude/longi tude ooding system recOllllll8nded by the 
CWP at the Seventh Sessign and noted that ICCAT had adopted the recommended 
coding systems down to 1 quadrangles and had already used it in several of its 
statistical publications. 

3.3.2 The CI·IP therefore recommends once more that the latitude/longitude codes, reoom
mended at the ~venth Sess~on, should be employed by all the regional agencies 
to identify, 10 , 50 and 1 quadr"'!§les. Noting, however, that some agencies 
neesed a further breakdown of the 1 area to smaller quadrangles of 30' latitude 
x 1 longitude, 30' x 30', and, possibly for soma very specialized purposes, even 
10' x 10' quadrangles, the CWP, with a view to simplifying the procedure described 
in the report of the Seventh Session, reo~nds the use of the following standard 
coding procedures for areas smaller than 1 quadrangles. 

(1) llhere the 10 quadrangle is divided into two halves, each 30' latitude J< 

60' longitude then the one nearest to the equator is numbered 1 and the 
other 2. 

(2) Where the 10 quadrangle is divided into four quarters, each 30' x 30', the 
numbering depends on the quadrant in order to follow the lat i tude/longi tude 
hierarchical structure, e.g.: 

Ii 

~ 
~ 

N 

c=::GJ 
~ 

-----------------------+-----------------------E 

~ 
~ 

S 

~ 
c=EJ 

(3) The "0" will be used to indicate 0 that it is not possible to show the data 
at a breakdown level below the 1 quadrangle. 
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'l'he structure 8f a gode for identif'ying the size and location of a unit quadr""8le 
of less than 1 x 1 could therefore be presented as follows; see also Report of 
Seventh Session of CWP, p. 34. 

~----~------~-------:------~-------:--------:------~----~~ 
A B C 

A Size of unit quadr""8le of less than 1
0 

x 1
0 

B Quadrant 

D E 

C Latitude identif'ying 1
0 

x 1
0

0
quadrangle 

D Long;. tude identif'ying 1
0 x 1 quadrangle 

E Position of unit quadrangle of less than 10 x 1
0 

within 1
0 x 1

0 
quadrangle. 

Note: Since ICCAT does not need small quadrangles, ICCAT has assigned to the 
size of quadrangle code the following meaning in the following two oases; 

ICCAT: Code to Indice:te Size of Quadrangle 

Code Si ze of quadrangle 

0 0 
1 50 lat. by 10

0 
long. 

2 10 lat. by 20 long. 

4. CLASSIFICATION AND CODIFICATION OF SPECIES ITEMS FOR 
THE WORLD IN (ENERAL AND THE ATLANTIC IN PARTICULAR 

(Agenda Item 4) 

4.1 Lists of Speoies Items 

4.1.1 The CWP Secretary presented CWP-8/4A whioh was distributed in two versions. The 
first version Was a typed one based on the stubs of the tables in Section B of 
the FAO Yearbook of Fisheq Statistios, Vol. 34. 'l'his was used to prspare a 
oomputel'-print out version (CWlQl/4A Supplement) whioh in turn provided regionally 
oriented lists of species items (CWP-8/4B, 8/40, 8/4D, 8/4E, 8/4F and 8/4G). 
The CliP welcomed the publication of the world.-wide list in CWP-8/4A but agreed 
that this must be supplemented by regional statistical lists as in cWP-8/4B to 
8/4F and reoommenda that such regional statistioal lists should be published by 
FAO. It was added that the regional lists oould be usefully supplemented by the 
production of Species Identifioation Sheets 11. 

4.1.2 The CWP, reviewing terminology currently employed, noted the need to distinguish 
between (a) speoies, genera and families appearing as statistioal oategories or 
items within a statistical list and (b) speoies, genera or families as taxae 
wi thin taxonomic lists. Although it was oonsidered that a tem such as catch 
item could be justified when referring to statistioal tabulations it was feIT 
tii&t such a tem might discourses the trend towarde a cent inucus improvement in 
the breakdown of oatches by better identified speoies oategories. The CWP there
fore reoommende that statistical oategories in tabulations be oalled speoies i!!!!!!. 

iI Field Manual for Statistios and Sampling of Atlantio Tunas and Tuna-like Fishes, IeeAT, 
Madrid 1972. 
PAO Speoies Identifioation Sheets for Pisher" Parposes 

llediterranean and Black Sea Area (2 Vols.) ;PAC Rome 1973 
Eastern Indian Ocean and liestern Central Pacifio (4 Vols.) :PAO Rome 1974 B 14 
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4.1.3 The CWP :f'urther recOllllJl8nds 

(i) that the scientific names appearing in the FAO computer produced regional 
lists and on questionnaires and related source documents be clearly dis
tinguished from the other names by the use of special characters; 

(ii) that regional lists of speoies items prepared by FAO for oiroulation with 
STATLANT foms should oOnfom as olosely as possible to the requiremsnta of 
regional agenoies; howevar, countries providing a regional agency with dsta 
in greater datail than that implicit in the pertinent species item list 
should not be disoouraged from oontinuing to do SOl 

(iii) that FAO invastigate altemativa output formats for regional lists utilizing 
as far as possible all relevant infol1Da;t;ion on the spe oies fUes in FAO such 
as English, Frenoh and Spanish oOlllDon namea, other oommon names, soientifio 
names, species idantifioation oodas, regionally oriented groupings, ISSCAAP 
divisions and groups, regional species oodas, eto.; 

(iv) that FAD continue davoting effort towards the early oompletion of their 
list of English, French and Spanish oOlllllon _s. 

4.2 Codification 

The CWP agreed that the various regional bodies might need to introduce specifio 
regional oodification systems for speoies items to meet their partioular needs. FAO 
on the other hand, having to davelop a conetantly expanding list of the species items 
which appeared in the FAO Yearbook catch tables (this might soon contain! for the world IS 
inland and marine area as a whole, more than a thousand separate entries) needad a world,
wida general oodifioation system. In view of these differenoes amongst the ooding 
systems used by FAO, ICNAF, ICES, ICSEAF, eto., it was necessary to have all the different 
oodas daposi ted in the FAD oomputer system in species files. In view of this need the 
CWP reoommends 

(i) that FAO oontinue to davalop diotionaries which will pemit the translation of data 
from coding system to oOding syst.m; 

(ii) that the different regional agenoies keep FAO informed of 8Z13 additions and revisions 
to their regional speoies it.ms codas which should be revi.wed by them annually or 
biennially. 

4.3 Revision of ISSCAAP FAO Inte ~io 
Animals and Plants 

d Statistioal Claasifio tion of tio 

403.1 The Secretary of the CWP preeented 0'rfP-8/43 and indioat.d that computerization 
of FAO activiti.s in the field or rishery statistios providad an .xcell.nt 
opportunity to reviee and modify, if and where necessary, the "Divisions" and 
"Groups" of ISSCAAP. Document C'rfP-8/43 providad information on whioh to base 
possible rearrangements or the 70Ckxld speoi ... items preeently oonstituting 
ISSCAAP and ncw appearing in the world and regional tables published in the FAO 
Yearbook of Fishery Statistios. 

403.2 The CWP, while agre.ing that there ware eevaral instanoes where partioular 
speoies it.ms ( •• g. oapelin) might be transr.rred from their pre .. nt ISSCAAP 
Clroups, thought that ohanges should be kept to a minimum. It .... reoognized 
that the proposals made in the working document indioat.d the muillNlD ohange 
that could be made and represent.d a useful attempt to .lioit o_nt; however, 
inimpl .... nting received suggestion .. for ohangea it would be necessary to adopt 
a conservativa approach. 

Cl 
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4.3.3 The CWP suggested that document CWP-8/4.J, with eddi tional mat. rial be circulated 
as widely as possible to .nsure that a resulting revised classification would 
not ha"" to be revi .... d again for acme time to oome. It was particularly 
stress.d that not only taxonomists but alao economists and other fishery 
specialists should be oonsulted about possible ohanges in the Divisions and 
Groups of ISSCAAP. 

5. CCIIPIE'l'ENESS OF CATCH STA'l'IS'l'ICS; DIOOAIIDS; CONVERSION FACTORS 

(Apnda It.m 5) 

5.1 Compl.teness of oatch statistios 

5.1.1 The disoussion whioh centred on documents CWP-8/5A and 8/8B lsd to the concl ...... 
sion that there ma.Y be a oase for revising the e:dsting intsrnational statistical 
reporting system with a view to introducing special arrangements for the report
ing of oatohes of sports fishermen and the separate identifioation of aquaculture 
production. It was thousht that both theae activities were beooming econanically 
important but that oonfirmation was needed by obtaining de scriptions of national 
fishing industries whioh should include separate reference to both aquaculture 
and sport-fishing. 

5.1.2 In view of this the CWP recOllllll8nde that 

(i) the Seoretary, CWP, in olose oollaboration with CBCD and other agencies, 
undertakes a surwy of the marine fisheries of oountries fishing the 
Atlantio Ocean to obtain a simple description of each of the oomponent 
activities of each national fishery along with the statistical treatment, 
or otherwise, of each activity in each national fishery statistical system; 
the relati"" importance of each of the canponent .l.ments should be indi
oated for each oountry; 

(ii) the results of the surwy be presen.ted by the Seoretary, CWP, to the Ninth 
Session. 

5.2 Disoards 

The Assistant E:mcuUve Secretary ot: ICNAl', introducing CWP-8/TE, revie ... d the ICNAl' 
procedure for obtaining statistics on discards (fish thrown overboard at sea). Follow
ing disoussion on the problema associated with the coll.ction of such statistics, there 
was general oonsensus that the need for a STATLANT FOnD was premature at this time. 
However, lCNAI> was requested to report to the next CNP meeting on de""lopments in this field. 

5.3 Con""rsion faetora 

5.3.1 It was noted that the introduction of oatch quotas for an increasing number of 
stocks emphasized the need for an up-dated and expanded veraion of FAG Bulletin 
~f FisherY Statistics No. 25, Con""raion Factors, North Atlantic Species which 
had be.n issued in 1970. Further, changes had taken place in the fisheries and 
it was, for example, particularly noted that the e:dsting publication did not 
include a con .... rsion factor for lump-fish roe. The CWP recommends that 

(i) the CNP Seoretariat undertake the issue of an up-dated and expanded .... rsion 
of Conversion Factors, North Atlantic SpeCies by the end of 1975; 

(ii) that FAO set up machinery for tbe regular oollection of national conversion 
factors wi thin tbe STATLANT System, tbe regular iss". of supplements showing 
ohanges to tbe .:dsting Con""rsion Factor Bulletin, and when necessary the 
issue of an up-dated Bulletin. 
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5.3.2 It was further noted that consideration should be given to the use of a computer 
to ensure the sucoessful implementation of the reoommendat ion. 

6. STANDARD CQNCEPl'S, lEIi'DIITIONS AND CLASSIFICATIONS 
FOR FISllINC FIEET AND FISllINC EFFORT STATISTICS 

(Agenda Item 6) 

Review of the Re:rt on the International Standard Statistical Classification of 
Fishi!'l/\' (Jear (IS_ FGl 

Following the reoommendation of the Seventh Session CWP (see Section 7.3 of IIaport) , 
the gear classification for statistical purposes as set out in the dooument CWP-J3/6A 
(pp. B1 to B10) had been studied by the interested regional agencies who felt that it 
was an acoeptable framework; it was understood, however, that where neoessary, some 
items could be more detailed. 

6.2 Consideration of the utilization of ISSCFG for listing fishi!'l/\' gear in the notes 
and in the statistios of regional Atlantio fishee;y oammissiQIIs. committees end councils 

To facilitate reading statistical publications of the different bodies, it was felt 
necessary to agree upon a harmoni zed list of international abbreviations or character 
codes for the different gear types. Noting that ICCAT used BB for bait boats, SP for 
sport-fishing and that ICNAF used DV for dory vessels and added a letter to indio ate 
side or stern trawling, the CWP recommends that the list presented at Appendix 5 be 
generally adopted in statistical publications. 

6.3 Considsration of the possibility of showinR catoh (BY prinCipal species) for regions 
accordi!'l/\' to principal types of gear 

It was noted that there WlIre requests for general statiBtics of catohes by main areas 
and gear utilized and that such detailed statistios WlIre alread3' published for some 
areas especially by ICES and ICNAF. Elsewhere the information was only partly available, 
if at all. The CWP welcomed the efforts at present being made in FAD to examine 
whether meaningful general tables of this type could be constructed. It also welcomed 
the cooperation with regional bodies, such as ICNAF, which proposed to compile SUIIIIIaries 
that could be readily used by FAO. 

6.4 OECD Fleet Statistics 

6.4.1 The <ECD representative introducing CWP-J3/6C presented the results of work on 
the oompilation of a fleet register and tables presenting fleet statistics as 
recOJJlll8ndsd by the Seventh Session of CNP. The following points ware made: 

(a) While <ECD was responsible for most of the practical work, the trial 
was conducted in full cooperation with FAO. 

(b) The work Was oomplete as regards the vessels above 1,000 CRT, but the data 
for the vessels of oountries whioh 1IIIre not <ECD Members had not as yet 
been verified by the respeotive national authorities; they would now be so 
ohecked with the help of the FAO Secretariat. 

(c) The gear classifioation so far used in this programme was somewhat different 
from that referred to in Seotion 6.1 abcnm; this situation would be corrected. 

The vessel classification, which was the basic element in the system, was 
still provisional. The list presented in CWP-J3/6C, pp. 31-32, was complete 
for large vessels, but still partial as regards the smaller vessels. The 
list presented in CWP-8/6B, p. 13, was a tentative general framwork which 
needed to be made more detailed. 
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(8) OECD intended to complete, by early 1975, a similar register for the boats 
bstween 500 and 1,000 aRT. The problem of going down to 100 GRT using a 
limi ted list of characteristics Was also being studied by OECD. For this 
purpose the table presented in CWP-8/6B, p. 8, could only be considered as 
provisional. 

(f) A pilot trial to update the register as at 1 January 1975, would be launched 
by OECD at the end of 1974. 

6.4.2 The CWP Was info:med that FAO was studying the possi bili ty of producing a hal'
monized tabulation of world fishing fleets and a discussion took place on the 
design of the forms to bs completed by the national authorities. The production 
of such tables by FAO would be complementary to OECD acti vi ty and they could be 
used to check the OECD register. Lastly, it was noted that FAO enquiries would 
extend to boats of less than 100 GRT which was not the case for the OECD register. 

6.5 Ways and means to improve statistics on the actual and potential fishing fleets 

6.5.1 The CWP welcomed the results of the OECD activity and also the proposed FAO 
project, both of whioh would oontribute towards a significant improvement of 
statistics on actual and potential fishing fleets. It also noted that the OECD 
projeot had helped some countries to undertake the same work on a national basis. 

6.5.2 Accordingly the CWP reoommends: 

(i) that the OECD progrBllllll8 of work as described in document CWP-8/~ be con
tinuad with a view to presenting, at the next CWP Session, a report con
taining preCise proposals for: 

(a) a complete classification of fishing vessel types; 

(b) a more complete set of statistical tables, e.g. by age of vessels, sea 
regions, etc. 

(ii) that the fom of tabulation of fishing fleets by FAO take into account the 
existence of national classifications, especially as regards the smaller 
craft (it was noted that in a nUlllber of oountries small boats often used 
a variety of gears and could only be classified a multipurpose); 

(iii) that the activity of both OECD and FAO make provision for the computer 
processing of the data on fleets in past years. 

6.6 Review of Classification of Fiahing Vessels by Tonn. Size Classes 

6.6.1 The CliP expressed the opinion that new proposals presented on p. 14 of ClIP-8/6B 
al though logical from the structural viewpoint would be too much in oonflict 
wi th long established practices in some regions and could not be recommended. 
It pointed out that the main difference between the naw and the presently 
existing classification was in. the proposal for a break at 250 GRT and that 
specifio computer treatments would be able to oope with particular requirements 
when a register down to 100 GRT bec_ available. 

6.6.2 Having once again reviewed the tonnage breakdown at CWP-8/6B, (P.9)l1, the CWP 
recommends its adoption by those agencies which have not as yet .dona so. 

jJ This tonnage breakdown is presented at Appendix 6. 
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6.7 Review of the Definition of the Fishing Effort Concept "Number of Days on Ground" 

6.7.1 At the request of the Commissioners of ICNAl", the CWP reviewed the definition 
of "days on ground" currently used in Atlantic fishery statistics and set forth 
in Section 1.4 of Part D of FAO Fisheries Circular No. 429 (Notes on Inter
national Classifications and Definitions used in Fishing FIest, Fishing Gear 
and Fishing Effort StatistiCS). The definition is there given " ... as the number 
of da,ys (24-hour periode, reckoned from midnight to midnight) in which the craft 
was on the fishing ground, and includes in addition to the da,ys fishing and 
searching also all the other da,ys while the craft was on the ground". 

6.7.2 In anticipation of these discussions national offices were asked to provide: 

(a) the currently used definition as now applied in their national statistics, 
and 

(b) suggestions and comments for definition improvement, if any. 

Written oommants which were received from Canada, Japan, Portllgal, England and 
Wales, and the United States were presented in doc'lllD8nt CWP-8/6D; verbal comments 
""re received from Norway. Canada, Norway, Portugal and the United States voioed 
accord with the current definition; Japan excluded searching time and transit 
time between fishing grounds while England and Wales proposed excluding only the 
transit time when compiling "da,ys on ground" .tatistios. 

6.703 Ensuing disoussions by the CWP ooncluded that while the use of the statistio, 
"da,ys on ground" was of limited value for measuring the influence of fishing 
on stocks in terms of fishing mortality rates, the statistic was of major 
importance when attempting to manage a fishery on the basi s of fishing effort 
regulations or regimes, the physical presence or absence on a fishing ground 
being more readily observed than the actual activity of fishing. However, 
agreement could not be reached on how to treat the time components related to 
transi t between fishing grounds. The term "fishing ground" could take on 
several meanings when considering ground-fish or pelagio fish speoies. Koreover, 
very large stock management areas might require extenei ve transit operations 
when migration patterns were pronounced, a condition of limited importance for 
small stock areas. It was possible, however, that suoh problems oould well be 
handled on a regional basis, i.e. vessel reporting procedures, vessel characteri
stics during transit, etc. 

6.7.4 Accordingly, it was felt by the CWP that the current definition of "da,ys on 
ground" as set forth in FAO Fishery Circular No. 429 could be considered as 
adequate, but that each regional commission should define the conoept of 
''fishing ground" wi thin its own management regime when attempting to colleot 
these statistics for purposes of management on an effort basis. 

6.8 Consideration of Fishing Effort Measures by Gear Categories 

6.8.1 At its Annual Meeting in 1974, ICNAl" requested that the 8th Session of the CWP 
should disouss the problem of measuring effort in gillnat fisheries. Gillnet 
fisheries had existed for a long time in the ICNAl" area as local fisheries, e.g. 
for salmon and herring, but had recently also besn developed in the international 
fisheries, e.g. Portuguese dory vessels were now using set gillnets for cod. 

6.8.2 There was, therefore, an increasing need for defining a suitable effort unit for 
such fisheries. In the discussion of the problem the Assistant !:Doutive Secretary 
of ICNAl" pointed out that some countries had asked him for advioe on the effort 
units to be employed not only for gillnet fisheries but al so for some other 
fisheries for which an effort unit had not yet been generally approved. The CWP, 
therefore, set up a small !!!! .!!2!a Working Group oonsisting of representatives of 

C5 



- 15 -

the agenoies present to review and, where necessar,y and possible, extend the 
present concepts of effort Wli ts in the various fisheries as defined by gear 
oategories. It was, however, also noted, that effort Wlit by gear category was 
not neoessarily alwa,ys the most adequate approach to measure fishing effort 
particularly where a fishery is as complex as bait-boat fi shing. For such a 
fishery, components such as da,ys spent searching for bait, fishing for bait, 
chUIIIDing time, eto. would be important factors which needed to be accounted for 
when evaluating actual fishing effort. 

6.8.3 The ad hoc Working Group listed, for each relevant gear category, a number of 
effort iiiii'ts which could be used (see Appendix 1). Although this list tended 
to set up the various options in order of priority, the discussion in the CWP 
showed that the order of priority varied somewhat between the agencies due to 
the nature of the various regional fisheries. Also, the agencies, although 
generally requesting more then one measure of effort for each category, did not 
necessarily request the s_ set of measures for each gear category. Each 
agency collecting statistics should, therefore, in their notes for the completion 
of the various statistical forms, olearly indicate the measures which they wished 
recorded. The CWP also reoogni .... d that for some gear categories there was a 
need for further studies to olarify in tems of biologioal effect (fishing mort ..... 
11 ty). as ",,11 as in tems of practioabili ty, the best effort Wli t, and recommends 
that the fishing effort units to be reported in the S'l'A!I.'LlNT system for each gear 
category be one or more of the measures listed in Appendix 7 to this report with 
the understanding that esQh regional agency collecting statistics clearly indi
cated in the notes for oompletion of the STATLANT foms the measures it requested. 

7. S'l'ATLANT FOIUIS AND NCYl'ES FOR COMPlETION 

(Agenda Item 7) 

7. 1 Review of Foms used in S'l'ATLAllT arstem 

1.1.1 The CWP revie""d foms used by Atlantic fishery regional agencies and FAO under 
the grATLANT programme and noted that provision should be made for introduction 
of additional information on STATWT. FCI!I( B, particularly with a view to 
designing a fo .... which would be used for direct punching, i.e. without the 
reported statistics first having to be transferred to a separate punching 
document. 

7.1.2 With the foregoing in mind the CWP recommands that the existing grATLANT FORM B 
be modified as presented in Appendix 8, and as detailed below: 

(i) Provision should be made for the introduction of: 

Identifioation of Graticular Area 
Time period key to pe .... i t the reporting of statist ics pertaining to 
periods of less than one month 
Codes of regional and international effort units of measure 
FAC speCies oodes 
Regional agenoy speCies code 
Coding bODS in each statistical item box which contains a month 
descriptor in order to accommodate codes to be developed for time 
period descriptors other then a month 
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(ii) The heading boxes should 

(a) be arranged as follows: 

A lEAR (with '19' pre-printed) 
B TIME PERIOD KEY 
C COUNTRY 
D FISHING GEAR (MI!ll'HOD) 
E VESSEL TYPE 
F VESSEL SIZE 
G MAIN SPECIES SOUGID' 
H FAO STATISTICAL AREA 
I REGIONAL SUJ>.AREA, DIVISION, ETC. 
J REGIONAL QUADRANGULAR UNIT AREA 
K
L

) 
) SHEET NO ••••• OF ••••• SHEETS 

(b) contain in the bottom part of the row of these boxes a reservation for 
coding purposes which will be highlighted by oolour printing (some 
agencies might require coding boms printed in a ooloured strip 
wi thin the confine of each information box) or al ternati vely a straight 
coding strip below the row of information boms. 

7.1.3 The Cl'/P also noted that there were differing regional requirements regarding 
the ordering, content and format of the regional speoies items to be pre
printed on STATLANT forms. The Cl'/P recommends that FAO produce such regional 
lists tailored to individual regional needs (e.g. sorted by ICNAF Regional 
Species Code for the STATLANT 21 series). 

7.1.4 The CI'/P discussed CI"/P-8/6E which contained proposals to develop a STATLANT form 
suitable for the reporting of fishing effort and nominal catch data by countries 
with developing national fisher,y statistical systems which are unable to provide 
reliable estimates of total annual effort and corresponding total annual species 
item catch. While recognizing problems that exist in this respect among emerging 
regional bodies, the CWP did not feel that it was appropriate at this time to 
introduce another form into the STATLANT international reporting &;ystem. The 
CWP recommends that FAO develop, outside the STATLANT s;ystem, such a form for 
use within these regional bodies where such a form might be of use. 

7.1.5 The CWP was informed that FAO was now developing a computerized version of its 
STATLANT NS FORM and that it was expected that it would be ready in early 1975 
for the collection of 1974 data. The CWP reoognized the value of such an 
approach both from the standpoint of reduced error and increassd efficiency. 

7.2 Review of Notes for the Completion of STATLANT Forms 

The CWP considered documents CWP-B/7B and 8/7C and recommands that the Secretary, in 
consultation with regional agency eacretaries, revise the Notes for the Completion of 
STATLANT Forms in the light of the modifications to the forms recommended above. 

7.3 Procedures for the distribution and collection of STATLANT forms 

The CrlP reviewed the existing procedures for the distribution and collection of STATLANT 
forms. It noted that these required an unduly large effort by all the agencies concerned, 
partiCularly in having to remind National Offices to submit required data prior to the 
clearly stated deadlines. It was recognized that ver,y litHe more could be encompassed 
by agenCies to ensure the more prompt return of completed questionnaires. It was, 
however, agreed that agencies should strengthen their coordination with one another in 
this matter of the despatch of questionnaires and the issue of reminders to statistical 
focal points and other contact points in each countr,y. 
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8. PROCESSING OF CATCH, EF'F\lRT AND BIOLOaICAL DATA BY 
FAO AND REGIONAL FISHERY A<ENCIES 

(A.<\enda Item 8) 

The CWP reviewed ADP systems dew10pment (CWP-8/4I) that had taken place within FAO and 
noted both the sophistication and flexibility of suoh systems relating to the inte
gration of catch, effort and biological data. 

The CWP also reviewed ADP systems dew10pmant that had taken place wi thin ICNAF and 
noted the ICNAF modular approach to systems design which waa leading to a continually 
expanding integrated data system. The CWP waa also p1eaaed to 1e am of the dew10pment 
and implementation wi thin ICNAF of simulation techniques for the provision of altern&
tive quota ranges. 

The CWP then reviewed ADP systems dew10pmsnt taking place wi thin ICSEAF. It noted 
with pleasure that ICSEAF had dew10ped ADP systems utilizing ICNAF ADP systems aa a 
general model and intended to establish close liaison with FAO in the matter of further 
systems dew10pment. 

The CWP then turned to the ICCAT data handling prooedures and noted that ICCAT, while 
conduoting no ADP operations itself, waa receiving computer print-outs from national 
offices and publishing them wi thin an ICCAT standard series. 

The CWP finally reviewed ICES data handling procedures and noted that an ADP Working 
Group had been set up in 1911; see CWP-8/8A and Supplement. The Group had defined 
three ayetems: 

(a) An ADP system for handling the catch and effort data which were at present being 
submitted to ICES on STkTLANT forma for pub1ioation in the Bulletin Statistiqua 
and the Statistical News Letters. 

(b) A system for handling other data currently published in the Statistical News Letter. 

(c) A syetem baaed upon a oomprehensiw data bank of catch, effort, biological and 
other relevant data for different species. 

The ICES Statistician reported that system (c) had been recommended by the Working 
Group and that, while no actual processing of ICES data had taken place, the owral1 
general system concepts were being formulated together with code file dew10pment. 
A trial run of the system based on North Sea Herring was presently underwa,y and the 
ICES statistician argued the urgent need for the early introduoti on of computer pr<>
cessing in the production of ICES catch and effort publications. 

8.6 As a result of the above reviews the CWP recommsnda that: 

(i) FAO assist regional agencies who so request with the development of: 

(a) prooedures for making data available in a form where analyses could be 
undertaken utilizing automatic data processing means; 

(b) software necessary for the produotion, by oomputer processing, of 
regional publioations containing catch and effort data. 

(ii) Where possible STATLANT B data be transmitted to FAO from regional agencies 
on magnetic oomputer tape. 

C8 



- 18-

8.7 The CWP discussed systems for the publioation of biologioal data which might be open 
to misinterpretation and reoommends that: 

(i) the general distribution of biologioal data be restricted to the issue of 
data inventories; 

(ii) the FAO world-wide data inwntory be expanded. 

9. STANDARDIZATION OF COUliTRr NCIII!lNCL&TIlRE, SDlBOLS, 
ACRONYMS AND FOOl'NOl'ES IN FISIIIIlRI STATISTICAL PUBLICATIONS 

(A,II!n4a Item 9) 

9.1 The Secretary of the CWP referring to document CWP-8/1C reported that rapid progress 
was being mads by the ISO and the UN Statistioal Offica to oOlllple t. a multipurpose 
list of country names, abbreviations, codes, eto. The CWP recommends that the Seoretary 
of the CWP keeps all partioipating agenoies promptly and fully info.-d of all current 
developments in this field which haw an important bearing on the names, oodes and 
multUingual abbreviations of country names whioh the various agency seoretariats might 
wish to select for their separate uses. 

9.2 The CUP noted that tabular symbols, eto. ""re being standardized and it was noted that 
the various agency secretariats ""re fully aware of tha advantage s of using these 
wherever possible. 

9.3 The CWP referred to the useful list of 8IlrOJl3'llls appearing at Appendix 9 of the Report 
of the Seventh Session and recommends that it be expanded and included in this Report 
again as Appendix 9. 

9.4 It was finally requested that FAO keep all these lists under oontuous revision as 
country code fUes and 8Ilrol\Ylll code fUes and that these should be used to expeditiously 
provide updated computer print-outs which should be promptly dist ributed to the agencies. 
By these means all the agencies could be kept fully informed of any revisions and e;x;
pansions in the country, acronym and symbol lists. 

10. PUBLICATION AND DISTRIBlJrION OF REPORT OF THE EIaHTH 
SESSION OF TIlE CWP 

(Agenda Item 10) 

It was decided that a draft report would be sent to participants within one ""ek of the 
termination of the Session for oomment which should, in turn, reach the FAO Seoretariat 
by 31 October 1974. Participants then supplying oomment would also indioate the number 
of copies of the report required by language (English, French, Spanish). Copies of the 
final report would be mailed to partioipants as soon as possible. 
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11. orHER BUSINESS mCLUDING DATE AND PLACE OF NINTH SESSION 

(Wnda Item 11) 

11.1 The ClIP decided that the Report ot the Session should include an Appendix listing 
the recommendations; see Appendix 10. 

11.2 The ClIP noted that IIIIImbera needed to be kept tully intonoed on regional statistical 
activities and recomlllllnda that all ourrent ClIP IIIIImbers reoeive all statistioal 
publioations ot the regional bodies and that any new ClIP members also receive such 
documantation. 

11.3 It was noted that the dates ot the Eighth Session of ClIP were such that attendance by 
the Assistant EDcUtive Secretary ot ICCAT and the other ICCAT partioipant was not 
possible for the whole ot the Session. It was urged that ever,)" etfort be made to 
ensure that future Sessions be arr&l14!'ld so as to ensure that all agencies can be 
properly represented. 

11.4 It was agreed that the Ninth Session ot the ClIP might most usefully take place during 
the latter half of 1976. No firm proposal lias made as to location but it was noted 
that the ClIP had not met outside Ellrope sinoe 1963 and that the nell accommodation 
whioh IONAl!' lias soon to ocoupy might provide a polilsible lIIIIeting place. 
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Appendix 1 

AllllRli:3S OF liELCOOE BY THE DIRl!X:TOR OF MARINE FISHERIES 
(GliNl!RAL SmRlill'ARIAT OF mE JlEROJIITILE IWlmE) 

Although this meeting is due to the initiative of the OEXlD rather than the Frenoh 
Government, since Paris has been ohosen as the site it is only natural that you should be 
greeted by the represamati.... of the Prench fishing authorities. To me this ia a most 
pleasant task, one whioh I am all the more prepared to fulfil as I quite realize the 
increasing importanoe of fishery statistios owing to present international trends, 
and hence the value of the Working Party's activities. 

The fishing industry has oome to understand the danger of depleting stooks if fishing 
activities are not oontrolled beyond the limits of national jurisdiotion. EEperts through
out the world have long wa.rned against this danger and it now appears to be fully grasped 
by fishermen, who see their oatohes dwindling a little more each~. It is the work done 
by e:zperts, supported by the fishermen's 01111 e:zperience, that has brought about sooh 
international awareness I this in turn has resulted in the establishment of new fishery 
aganoies oovering aver wider areas and increasing numbers of species, and in a strengthening 
of the rule-making powers of eld.sting oommissions. The line now being taken by these bodies 
is to adopt quota regulations and restriot time spent fishing. 

But before the e:zperts can assess fish stooks and oalculate oatch levels that will not 
threaten their survival, and before the oommissions oan allocate this magnitude smong 
countries on the basis of past performanoe, statistios of oatohes by area and epeeies which 
are as aoourate and detailed as possible must be provided. This shows how important 
fishery statistics are, sinoe it is on these that all such rules must rely; it moreover 
points to the value of your 0lIII work, sinoe the reason you are here is to ensure the co
ordination needed among all international fishing organizations. There is also an invaluable 
opportunity for you to oonf:l'Ont the e:zperienoe individually acquired by all such organizations 
and jointly review the problems arising in each as well as w~ of solving them. 

But the efforts you make on an international aoale oan only be effective if identioal 
efforts take place at national lavel, sinoe the statistios you oompile ars based on data 
supplied by each separate oountry and these are the raw material used in your work. I ma.Y 
point out that we in France are fully aware of the importanoe of thia question and that we 
have already taken oonsidershle steps to deal with it. Five years ago we had a oonventional 
type of crl'glUlization which was running smoothly but eich each year proved inoreasingly 
unable to meet new requ1raaents. It was acoordingly deeided to remodel the entire system 
rather than merely bring it up to date, by revising landing statistios, establishing 
nomenclatures and oodes for the two hundred species oaught by our fishermen, feeding the 
information into a oomputer, and promoting the use of automatio data prooesaing at major 
auctions. As a result of all this work we now have a very acourate knowledge of our fish 
production. Irodsrn _thods were moreover needed to keep abreast of fishing acti vi tiest 
the figures for Frenoh deep-sea fishing are now stored in a oomputer, many of those for 
ooastal fishing are, and n8%1; year those for tuna no doubt will be. The oomputer file for 
seamen is now operational, and in a few monthe that for vessels is e:zpeoted to be. Upon 
undertaking this task, it proved necessary to redesign the scheme for olassifying vassels 
80 that a rational, modsrn working tool might be obtained; this is now being done for fishing 
gear. 

As soon as present studies in oonjunotion with the Offioe of the Secretary for 
TeleoolllllUllioations are completed, a further stage in the modsrnization of our information 
facilities will be the installation in our larger fishing vessels of equipment whioh will 
record fiBhing data on magnetic tape for direct prooessing by computer. 
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Appendix 1 (concluded) 

Thes. ref'orma were begun nearly four yeara ago, and our intention is to carry progress 
further. We would be only too happy to join with you in seeing how our national system for 
oolleoting data might be additionally improved. 

After urging the importanoe of your duties, it would indeed be remiss of me to keep you 
lIllY longer from the tasks whioh lie before you. Ma3 I wish you every smoess and simply 
express the hope that, despite your doubtless heavy workload, you will find time to enjoy 
your visit to our oapital, and in addition to a feeling of satisfactory aooomplishment, 
return home with pleasant personal memories of your eta;y in Parie. 

C 12 



- 22 -

Appendix 2 

MEEDA. EICllITH SESSICJI OF 'mE ClIP 

1. PROCEDURAL lU.TTm5 

1.1 Opening of aession 
1.2 Approval of Agenda Items 1.3 to 1.6 
1.3 Election of Chairman 
1.4 Adoption of Agenda Items 2 - 11 
1.5 Raview and adoption of schedule of work 
1.6 Appointment of Rapporteurs 

2. ACEECY PROOJW.OOl3 AND PUBLICATICJlS PRESmrmC ATLANTIC FISHUlY STATISTICS 

2.1 FAO statistioal programme and publioations in general and specifioally 
for the Atlantic and for the CFCN, CARPAS, ClOOAP' and WECAFC 

2.2 IONAlI' statistioal programme, publioations and ADP prooessing 
2.3 ICES statistioal programme, publioations and ADP processing 
2.4 ICCAT statistical programma, publications and ADP processing 
2.5 ICSElF statistical programme, publioations and ADP proces.ing 
2.6 The STATLANT Programme under the aegis of the ClIP 

3. CLASSIFICATICJI AND CODIFICATICJI OF FISHmc AREAS OF THE ATLANTIC AND ADJAC!NT SEAS 

3.1 Review of papers oonsolidating existing material for each of the 
major fishing areas in the Atlantic 

3.2 Development of an Atlantic-wide system, within a world framework, 
of a codifioation of areas (inoluding small rectangles) for ADP 
processing of oatoh and effort data 

4. CLASSIFICATICti AND CODIFICATICti OF SPlOOIES ITliJIS FOR 'mE WORLD m 
CEEERAL AND TIlE ATLANTIC m PARTICULAR 

4.1 Improvements needed in the PAO classifioation of species items 
refleoting reoommendations of regional bodies 

4.2 A review of the FAO olassifioation and its pOBsible modification 
for particular regions 

4.3 Consideration of a worldwide oodifioation of statistical oategories 
for use in an ADP system 

5. CCMPLETmESS OF CATCH STATISTICS; DISCARDS; CCfiVl!RSICti FACTORS 

5.1 Completeness of oatoh statistios 
5.2 Disoarde 
5.3 Conversion factors 
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6. STANDARD C<lfCEPTS, DEFINITI<lfS AND CLASSIFICATI<lfS FCIl FISHINC FLEET AND 
FISHING EFFORT STATISTICS 

• 
6.1 Review of the Report on the International Standard Statistioal 

Claasifioation of Fishing Gear 
6.2 Consideration of the utilization of this framework for listing fishing 

gear in the notes and in the statistios of regional Atlantio fishery 
oommissions, oommittees and oounoils 

6.3 Consideration of the possibility of showing oatoh (by prinoipal species) 
for regions lIIlOording to prinoipal types of gear 

6.4 OEeD Fleet Statistics 
6.5 W~ and means to improve statistios on the sotual and potential 

fishing fleets 
6.6 Review of olassifioation of fishing vesssls qy tonnage size olas.e. 
6.1 Review of the definition of the fishing effort oonoept "number of cisars 

on ground" 
6.8 Consideration of fishing effort oonoepts by gear oategorie. 

1. STATLANT POHIIS AND NarES F<JI CCllPLI!1rI<lf 

1.1 Overall review of all forma to be used by Atlantio fishery regional 
bodies, oOmmissions, oommittees and oouncils 

1.2 Further propoaala for improvement, refinement and standardization 
of not.s for the oomplstion of STA~ forma 

1.3 Review of existing prooedures for the distribution and oollection 
of STATLANT fo..... and proposals for improvement 

8. PRocmsING OIl' CATCH, EFFUl'r AND BIOLOGICAL DATA BY FAO AND RECI<lfAL FISHmY AGENCII!S 

9. STANDARDIZlTI<lf OIl' COWTRY NCIIDlCLATURE, SlXBOr.s, ACRCJrnIS AND POOl'NOTI!S IN FISHERY 
STATISTICAL PUBLICATI<lfS 

10. PUBLICA1'I<lf AND DIS'lRIlll1l'I<lf OF REPORT OF THE EIGIITII smslOO OF THE CWP 

11. 01'IIER JIATTl!2iS INCLUDING DATE AND PLACE OF NINTH SmsI<lf OF THE CWP 
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Appendix 3 

LIST OF DOCUMliNTS !I 

ClIP-8/ 
No. 

FAa Fisheries 
Circular No. Title 

lA 

IB 

lC FIPS 426 

2A FIPS 378 

2B 

2C 

2D 

2E 

2F 

2G 

211 FIES 381 

3A FIES 372 

3B 

3C 

3D 

3E 

3F 

4A FIPS 421 
(Rev. ) 

-
Prospectus including Provisional Agenda, List of Partioipants and 
List of Documsnts 

General Information for Partioipants Attending Eighth Session of the CWP 

Country Names and Codes for Fishery Statistical Purposes 

Report on FAa Statistical Programme and Publications in General. and 
Specifioally for the Atlantio and for the Grolll, CARPAS, CmAF and WECAro 

Report on ICNAF Statistical Programme, Publioations and ADP Prooessing 

Report on ICES Statistioal Programme, Publioations and ADP Processing 

Report on ICCAT Statistioal Programme, Publioations and ADP Processing 

Report on ICSEAF Statistioal Programme, Publioations and ADP Prooessing 

Not issued 

Not issued 

Reporting of Fishery Statistios by National Offioes to International 
Agenoies Concerned with Fisheries in the Atlantic Ocean 

A Compendium of Notes on an International Standard Classifioation of 
Fishing Areas for Statistical Purposes (First Draft) 

Supplementary Notes on the Mediterranean and Black Sea Statistical Area 
(FAa fishing area 37) 

Supplementary Notes on the Western Central Atlantio Statistioal Area 
(FAa fishing area 31) 

New Statistioal Subarea in Northwest Atlantio 

Supplementary Notes on the Northeast Atlantic Statistioal Area FAa 
Fishing Area 27. A description of the ICES Statistical Area (North), 
Statistical Subareas, Divisions and Subdivisions 
ICES Statistics Committ .. C.III. 1974/DI9 

Fishing Area Codes for Statistical Purposes 
ICES Statistics Committee C.X. 1974/DI11 

List of Aquatio Animal and Plant Species Items (Statistioal Categories) 
Arranged by ISSCAAP Groups 

!!:I Requests for dooumsnts should quote the FAD Fisheries Circular No. when thiB is givan. 
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Appendix 3 (oontinued) 

CWP-8/ 
No. 

4A 
(Sup. ) 

4B 

4C 

4D 

4E 

4F 

4G 

4H 

41 

4J 

5A 

6A 

6B 

6C 

6D 

6E 

7J. 

FAO Fishel-ies 
Circular Ifo. 

FIPS 421 
(Rev. 2) 

FIPS 431 
(Rev. 1) 

FIPS 451 

FIPS 461 
(Rev. 1) 

lI'IPS 471 
(Rev.1) 

lI'IPS 481 
(Rev. 1 ) 

lI'IPS 491 
(Rev. 1) 

lI'IPS 384 

FIPS 319 

PIPS 428 

FIES 429 

FIPS 612 

PIPS 377 

FIps 383 

FAO Yearbook of Fishery Statistios. List of Aquatio Animal 
and Plant Species Items (StatistiOal Categories) Arranged by 
ISSCAAP Groups 

Northwest Atlantio (Area 21 - llNAF) and Northeast Atlantio 
(Area 27 - ICES). Classifioation Of Aquatio Animals aDd Plants 
for Statiatioal Purp0888 

Weatsrn Central Atlantio (Area 31 - WECAFC). Classifioation of 
Aquatio Animala and Plants for Statiatical Purpoaes 

Eastern Central Atlantio (Area 34 - CUlAF). Classifioation of 
Aquatio Animals and Plants for Statistioa1 Purposes 

Mediterranean and Black Sea (Area 37 - GFmI). C1assifioation 
of Aquatio Animals and Plants for Statistioal Purposes 

Southwest Atlantio (Area 41 - CARPAS). Classifioation of Aquatic 
Animals aDd Plants for Statistioal Purposes 

ICSEAF - SoutheaSt Atlantio (Area 47) and Subarea 15.8. Classifioation 
of Aquatio Animals aDd Plants for Statistioa1 Purposes 

Not issued 

Managemant Information System - World Fisheries 

Proposals for a Revision for the International Standard Statistioal 
C1assifioation of Aquatio Animals and Plants (ISSCAAP) 

Species Codes for Statistioal Purposes 
ICES Statistics COIIIIIitt.e C.x. 1974/DI12 

"Nominal Catches" and "Landings" 1 Definitions and Notes 

Notes on International Classifioationa and Definitions Used in 
Fialling Fleet, Fishing Gear and Fisbing Effort Sta tistios 

Report of the Ad hoc FAO/OUlD Working Group on Fialling Craft 
Statistics, June 1974, Rome 

Report by DECD of its World Regiater of Fishing Craft and Related 
Fleet Tabulations and Classifioations 

Notes on the Improvement of the Definition of the Fishing Effort 
Conoept "Number of cIa,ya on Ground" 

Some notes on STATLANT Forms for Reporting Statistics on Effort 
and Nominal Catchas (STATLANT Form B) 

Suggsstions for a Regional Bulletin of Fishar,v Statistics 
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Appendix 3 (concluded) 

CWP-<3/ 
No. 

7B 

7C 

7E 

7F 

8A 

SA 
(Sup. ) 

8B 

FAO Piaherie. 
Circular No. Title 

FIPS 392 

FIPS 393 

-
A Compendium of Note. for tlIe Oomple101on of Forma STATL&N'l' 2U, 27A 
and 47A (Regional Catoh S.-i .. for lI'illhiDc Are .. 21, 27 and 47) 

COIllpen4ium of Nota. for the Completion of Form STA'l'WT 2lB, 27B and 
47B (Catch/Effort for Pi.hiDe Are.. 21, 27 IIIld 47) 

ICNAP Propoeal. for a New Vera ion of the S'l'A'l'LANT B Forma to facilitate 
AllP Prooe.aing ad the Rev1don of the Relevant Not .. 

ICNAF Procedure for acquirlnB Statist10. on Dtsoarda 

Sua-tione for Naw Verdone of ths lPiahstat NS, A and B Forms to 
facilitate AllP Proce •• inc &Di the Revi.ion ot the Relevant Notes 

Raport ot the ICES Working Group on the lIventual Iilatabliabment of 
an ICE AllP S11Item for lI'illher;y Sta101.tio. 
IClIlS Statis101o. Oa.1t_ C ... 1974/])'5 

ICES AllP Work1nB Group, Trial Run CII North Saa Herring Data 1972 
Requirements IIIld De.i&D of S11It_ 

Note on the Need. end Kethoda to DistillCUillh betwec Catohe. frOID 
Wild IIIld Cultured Stocks 
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LIST 01' PAR'l'ICIPANTS 

PARTICIPANTS 

FAO -
Mr. L. P. D. Gertenbaoh 
Senior Fishery Stat1atioian 
Fishery Statistios UDit 
Department of Fisherie. 
FAO 
00100 Rome 
Italy 

Mr. D. Hagborg 
Chief, Fishery Data Centre 
Fishery Resouroes ud J!l:wir~t Diviaion 
Department of Fisheri .. 
FAC 
00100 Rome 
Italy 

ICCAT -
Dr. P. M. KiJ'aka 
Assistant Ezeoutiva Seoretery 
International Commission for the 

Consarvation of Atlutio Tunas (ICCAT) 
General lIola 17-~ Doha 
Madrid 1 
Spain 

Mr. A. POntenaau 
C.R.O. 
B.P. V 18 
Abidjan 
Ivory Cout 

ICES -
Mr. D. de G. Griffith 
Stat1Btioian 
International Counoil for tha Exploration 

of the Saa (ICES) 
Charlottenlund Slot 
~2920 Charlottenlund 
Denmark 

04 

Mr. P. L. Kietle 
Direotorate of Fisherias 
Fishery Booncmios Di visi on 
J611endalB98ien'4 
5000 Berpn, XOl'WllOT 

Mr. J. A. Pope 
Department of Agrioulture and Fisheria. 

for ScotlUld 
Karine Laboratory 
P.O. Box 101 
Viotoria Road 
Torry, AberdBIID AB9 BDB 
Scotland 

IONAF 

Mr. V. M. Hodder 
Assi.tant Ezeoutive Secratery 
International Commi.sion far the Northwest 

Atlantio Fisherie. (IONAi') 
P.O. Box 638 
Dartmouth 
Nova Scotia B2Y 3Y9 
Canada 

Mr. R. A. Hall 
Deputy Regional Chief 
mDepertmentof Commaroa 
National Karine Fisheris. Servioe (Northeast 

Region) 
Division of Statistios and Market Naws 
Room 208, Post Offioe Building 
Glouce.ter, Mass. 01930 
USA 

Jrr. SV. Horsted 
G~landa Fiekerieunderskelaar 
Jaegareborg All' lB 
DK-2920 Charlottenlund 
Denmark 
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PARTICIPANTS 

ICSEAF 

Mr. B. T. Draganik 
Assistant Executive SlIOretary 
International Commission for the Southeast 

Atlantio Fisheries (ICSEAF) 
Pas eo de la Habana 65 
Madrid 16 
Spain 

OBSmVlmS 

Mr. P. Adem 
Chief 
Fisheries Division 

Dr. E. G. Ueyerdehl 
Fishery Biologist 
US Department of CCllllllllroe 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Iiatioual Oceanic and Atmospherio Administration 
Iiational Karine Pisheriea Servioe -Development (OECD) 

2 rue Andr' Pascal 
75016-Paris 
Franoe 

Mr. L. G. B. Butcher 
Prinoipal Administrator 
Fisheries Division 

Northeast Fiaheriaa Genter 
Woode Hole, IlassaohUlllltta 02543 
USA 

Mr. W. HUbner 
Administrator 
Fisheries Diviaion 

Organisation for Economic Go-operation and Organisation for Economic Co-operaticn and 
Development (OECD) 

2 rue Andre Pasoal 
75016-Paris 
France 

Mr. F. Farrey 

Development (OECD) 
2 rue Andre Pasoal 
75016-Paris . 
France 

Mr. E. Justa 
Seor'tariat G41nAral , la Marine Marohande 
3 Place de Fontency 

Secretariat G41n6ral , la Karina Marchand. 
3 Place de Fentenoy 

75007-Paris 
France 

15007-Paris 
France 

lfr. L. Butlar 
Fi~y Statistioian 
Fishery Statistios Unit 
Department of Fisheries 
FAO 
00100 Rome 
Italy 

Gables. FOODlGRI ROJIE 
Phona. 5191 Ext. 380 
Tel ax: 61181 FOODAGRI 
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Appendix 5 

PROPOSED INTmNATICtlAL ABBREVIATICtlS OR CHARACTER CODES FOR SOME OF THE 
MAJCI! AND MINCR ISSCFG* CATEXlOOES 

Gear Categoriee Abbreviations 

SURROUNDING NETS 

With purse-lines 
one boat 
two boats 

Without purse-lines (lamparas, etc.) 

SEINE NETS 

Beach seines 
Boat or vessel seines 

Danish seines 
Scottish seines 
Pair seines 

TRAWUl 

Bottom trawls 
Beam trawls 
otter trawls 
Pair trawls 

Mid.-water trawls 
otter trawls 
Pair trawls 

otter trawls (not specified) 
Pair trawls (not specified) 
Other trawls 

mEDGES 

Boat dredges 
Hand dredges 

LIlI'l'-NEl'S 

Portable lift-nets 
Boat-installed lift-nets 
Shore-operated stationary lift-nets 

FALLING GEAR 

GI~ETS AND mTANGLING NETS 

Set nets 
Drift nets 
Enoiroling drive-in nets 

* FAO International Standard Statistioal Classifioation 
of Fishing Gear 
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PS 
PSl 
PS2 
LA 

SB 
SV 
sm 
SSC 
SPR 

TB 
TBB 
orB 
PTB 
TIl 
OTM 
PTIol 
or 
PT 
TX 

II!ll 
lI!H 

FG 

GNS 
GND 
GNC 
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Appendix 5 (oone 1 uded) 

Gear Categories 

TRAPS 

Stationary unoovered poun~ets 
Covered pots and tyke nets 

Covered pot. 
Fyke nets 

Sto_neta 
Barriers, fanoes, weirs, oorrals, eto. 
Aerial traps 

HOOKS AND LINEE 

Hand-line. and pole-line. 
Hand-lines and pole-lines (meohanized) 
Set-lines 
Drift-linea 
Troll-linea 

ClIIAPPLllIG AND WOUNDllIG GEAR 

Harpoons 

HARVEETllIG MACHllIEE 

Pumps 
Mechanized dredges 
other applianoe. 

MISCELLANEOUS GEAR 

Hand and landing neta 
Drive-in nete, n.e.s. 
Gathering by hand 
Stupefying materials and ellPlosives 
Trained animal. 
Eleotrophyaioally induced narcosis 

GEAR NOT KNOWN OR NOT SPECIPIED 

07 

Abbreviations 

FPN 
FPF 
FPO 
FYlC 
FS 
FWR 
FAR 

LIIP 
UIJ( 

LLS 
LLD 
LTL 

HAR 

HIIP 
IIMD 
IIMX 
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Appendix 6 

INTERNATIONAL STANDARD STATISTICAL CLASSIFICATION OF FISHING VESSELS (ISSCFV) 

VESSBL SIZE CLl.SSl:S 

"DIVISION" "GROUPS" 

Division Lower Upper Group Lower Upper 
Code Limit Limit !I Code Limit Limit y 

ORT ORT ORT ORT 

0 0 0.9 01 0 0.9 

{ 
11 1 4.9 
12 5 9.9 

1 1 24.9 13 10 14.9 
14 15 19.9 
15 20 24.9 

2 25 49.9 21 25 49.9 

3 50 99.9 31 50 99.9 

4 100 149.9 41 100 149.9 

51 150 199.9 
52 200 249.9 
53 250 ·299.9 

150 499.9 54 300 349.9 
55 350 399.9 
56 400 449.9 
57 450 499.9 

{ 
61 500 599.9 
62 600 699.9 

6 ;;00 999.9 63 700 799.9 
64 SOO 899.9 
65 900 999.9 

7 1 000 1 999.9 = 71 1 000 1 999.9 

81 2 000 2 999.9 
82 3 000 3 999.9 
83 4 000 4 999.9 

8 2 000 9 999.9 84 5000 5 999.9 
85 6000 6 999.9 
86 7 000 7 999.9 
87 8000 8 999.9 
88 9 000 9 999.9 

{ 
tl 10000 19 999.9 
92 20000 29 999·.9 

9 10 000 99 999.9 93 30000 39 999.9 
94 40000 49 999.9 
95 50 000 99 999.9 

.Y ".9" is under. tood to be recurring. 
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Appendix 1 

The following are measures of effort for rsporting information by gear type (for 
definition of sets made, ~ fished, eto. aee paragraphs 1.2 to 1.6 in Seotion D of FAO 
Fisheries Ciroular No. 429). . 

Each agency requesting data on the STATLANT forms will indioate in their instructions 
for oompletion of the forma which effort oategories they require. 

Surrounding nets (purse seines, eto.) 

Tuna fisheries. 

• Number of hours spent searching and number of hours spent setting gears 
b. Number of ~ fished 
0. Number of days on grounds 
d. Number of da;ya abeent from port 
e. Number of trips made 
f.l Number of sets made (whether or not a oatoh was made) 
f.2 Number of successful sets mads (i.e. when a oatch was made) 

Other fisheries. 

a. 
b. 

Number 
Number 

of times gear was set or shot (whether or not a catoh was mads) 
of ~ fished 

o. 
do 
e. 

Number 
Number 
Number 

of da;ya on grounds 
of daya abeent from port 
of trips made 

Baaoh seines. 

a. Number of times gear was set or shot (whether or not a oat oh was mads) 
b. Number of da3'B fished 

Boat seine (Danish seine, eto.). 

a.l Number of hours during whioh the seine was on the bottom and fishing 
a. 2 Number of hauls or drags made 
b. Number of ~ fished 
o. Number of ~ on grounds 
d. Number of days absent from port 
e. Number of trips made 

Trawls. 

a.l Number of hours during which the trawl was in the water (mid-water trawl) or on 
the bottom (bottom trawl) and fishing 

a.2 Number of hauls or drags made 
b. Number of da;ya fi.hed 
o. Number of da;ya on grounds 
d. Number of ~ absent from port 
e. Number of trips made 

09 
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Appendix 7 (continued) 

Boat dredges I 

a.l Number of hours fished, i.e. number' of hours during which the dredge was 
on the bottom and fishing 

a.2 Number of hauls or drags made 
b. Number of cia,ys fished 
o • Number of ~ on grounds 
d. Number of ~ absent from port 
e • Number of trips made 

Lift netsl 

& • Number of hauls made 
b • Number of ~ fished 

Falling gear. 

a. Number of oasts 

Set gillnets/Draft gillnetsl 

&0 Length of nets e:xpressed in lQO..metre units mul tipUed by number of sets made 
b. Number of ~ fished 
o. Number of ~ on grounds 
d. Number of ~ absent from port 
e. Number of trips made 

Fixed gillnet* I 

a. Length of net a:xpresaed in lQO..metre uni ta mul tiplil,d by number of times 
the net was cleared 

b. Number of ~ fished 
c. Number of ~ on grounds 
d. Number of ~ abeent from port 
e. Number of trips made 

Staticmarx uncovered pound. nata. 

a. 
b. Number of cia,ys fished times number of uni to 

* To be added to FAO International Standard Statistioal Classifioation 
of Fishing Gear (ISSCFG). 
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Appendix 7 (concluded) 

Fyke net s and pots: 

a. Number of lifts time. number of pots 
b. Number of da,ys fished time. number of viai t. per da,y 
c. Number of da,ys on grounds 
d. Number of da,ys absent from port 
s. Numbar of trips mads 

Set lines and drift lin .. (lOng lines) I 

a. Thousands of hook fishad 
b.l Number of da,ys fished 
b.2 Numbar of seta mads 
c. Number of da,ys absent trCRll port 
d. Numbar of tripS made 
e. Numbar of da,ys on grounds 

Band lines (including pole linea and troll linea): 

a. Numbar of line-4s.Ys 
b. Numbar of da,ya fishad 
c. N'Wllber of da,ys absent 
d. Numbar of trips made 

Harpoons 

a. 
b. Numbar of da,ys fished 
c. N'Wllber of da,ys on grounds 
d. Numbar of trips mads 
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CWP 

STATLANT 

ACCISCSA 

ACI>!RR 

DIVIS 

CARPAS 

CECAF 

CICAR 

CIFA 

COF! 

EIFAC 

FAO 

FIPS (FAO) 

ClFCM 

IAnI!( 

IASI 

IA!l'l'C 

IBRD 

IBSFC 

ICCAT 

ICES 

ICNAF 

ICSEAF 

ICSEr.! 

ICSPRO 
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Appendix 9 

!.Iffi' OF ACRONYMS 

Coordinating Working Party on Atlantic Fishery Statistics (formerly 
known as the ''Continuing Working Party on Fishery Statistics in the 
North Atlantic Area") 

(previously STANA) .§!!iistical Programme for Atlantic Fisheries 

Administration Committee on Coordination - Sub-Committee on Statistical 
Activities (UN) 

Advisory Committee on ~larine Resouroes Research (FAO) 

Bureau of International lfualing Statistics 

Regional Fisheries Advisory Commission for the Southwest Atlantic 

FAO Fishery COJmJlitte8 for the Eastern Central Atlantic 

Cooperative Investigations of the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions 

Committee for Inland Fisheries of Afrioa (FAO) 

COJmJlittee on Fisheries (FAO) 

European Inland Fisheries Advisory COJmJlission 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nat ions 

Fishery Statistics Unit, Department of Fisheries, FAO 

General Fisheries Council for the IoIedi terrane an 

International Association of Fish Ileal Manufacturers 

Inter-Amerioan Statistioal Institute 

Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission 

See World Bank below 

International Baltic Sea Fishery COJmJlission 

International Council for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas 

International Council for the Exploration of the Sea 

International Commission for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries 

International Commission for the Southeast Atlantic Fisheries 

International CoJmJlieeion for the Scientific Exploration of the 
IoIedi terranean Sea 

Inter-Secretariat COJmJlittee on Scientific Programme e Relating to 
Oceanography 

D 13 



UNEP 

Unesco 

IlNSO 

WEC,rn:: 

World Bank 

- 38-

United Nations Environmental Programme 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

United Nations Statistical Office 

Western Central Atlantic Fisheries Commission 

Previously known as IBRD - International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development 

El 



ICSU 

lLO 

Il~O 

J:NPro 

IOC 

IOFC 

IPFC 

IPHC 

IPSFC 

ISO 

ISSCAAP 

ISSCFG 

ISSCFV 

IWC 

MCBSF 

NE~ 

NI'FSC 

ClECD 

SAC (ICSEAF) 

SCAR 

SEAFlEC 

SOEC 

SPC 

SPPC 

ffi'ACRE!( (ICNAF) 

STACRES (ICNAF) 

UNCTAD 

UNDP 

- 37 -

International Council of Soientifio Unions 

International Labour Offioe 

Intergovernmental Maritime Consultative Organization 

International North Pacifio Fisheries Commission 

Intergovernmental Oceanographio Commission 

Indian Ocean Fishery Commission 

Indo-Pacifio Fisheries Counoil 

International Pacifio Halibut Commission 

International Pacifio Salmon Fisheries Commission 

International Standards Organization 

FAO International Standard Statistioal Classification of Aquatio Animals 
and Plants 

FAO International Standard Statistical Classification of Fishing Gear 

FAO International Standard Statistical Classification of Fishing Vessels 

International Whaling Commission 

Mixed Commission for Black Sea Fisheries 

North-East Atlantic Fisheries Commission 

North Pacifio Fur SeslCommission 

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 

Scientific Advisory Council, ICSEAF 

Scientific Committee on Antarctio Researoh 

Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Centre 

Statistioal Offioe of the European Communi ties 

South Pacific Commission 

Permanent Commission for the Conference on Use and Conservation of 
Marine Resources of the South Pacific 

Standing Committee on Regulatory Measures, ICNAF 

Standing Committee on Research and Statistios, ICNAF 

Uni ted Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

United Nations Development Programme 
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!!!£. Section 

1 2.6.1 

2 3.2 

3/4 3.3.2 

5 4.1.1 

6 4.1.2 

7 4.1.3 

8 4.2 

9 5.1.2 

10 5.3.1 

11 6.2 

12 6.5.2 

13 6.6.2 

14 6.8.3 

15 7.1.2 

16 7.1.3 

17 7.1.4 

18 7.2 

19 8.6 

20 8.7 

21 9.1 

22 9.3 

23 11.2 
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Appendix 10 

LIST OF RECOMMENllATI ONS 

Establishment of inter-agency publication series 

Establishment of unit Baa area boundaries 

Coding of quadrangular sea areas 

Publication of regional lists of speoies items 

Introduction of tem species items 

Format and contents of regional lists of species items (see Rec.16) 

Coding of species items in a world-wide and regional lists 

Survey of national fishery statistical systems 

Bulletin of conversion factors 

Abbreviations for gear nlllll8s 

Improvement of fishing fleet statistics 

Classifioation of fishing vessels by GRT 

Ueasures of fishing effort 

Revisions to STATLANl' B foms 

Pre-printing of regional lists of species items on STATLANT B fonne 
(see Rec.7) 

New fom for collecting catch and effort statistics 

Notes for completion of STATLANT foms 

ADP development 

Publication of biological data 

Standardisation of nomenclature, symbols, etc. 

List of Acronyms 

Information on regional fishery statistical activities 
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