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US withdrawal from membership in the Commission, effective 1 January 1977, reduces 
the number of Panel memberships from 66 to 63. 

According to the Convention, Article IV.2 (amended 15 December 1971), "Panel representation shall be 
reviewed annually by the Commission, which shall have the power, subject to consultation with the Panel 
concerned, to determine representation on each Panel on the basis of current substantial exploitation of 
the stocks of fish in the subarea concerned or on the basis of current substantial exploitation of harp 
and hood seals in the Convention Area, except that each Contracting Government with coastline adjacent to 
a subarea shall have the right of representation on the Panel for the subarea." 
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