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In the years 1970 to 1976 8ample. of ~aws from harp 
.e81e caught in Northwest Greenland were obtained from a 
number of Bettlements. Preliminary results of this research 
were pre8ented in a previous paper (Xapel 1975). 

In the attached tables and figures the results of the 
collections, and the age determination of the material from 
the period 1972 - 1975 are shown. 

Table 1 presents a summary of the catch statistics 
("The Greenlanders' Lists of Game") for 1972 - 1976. The 
totals fluctuate between approximately 5000 and 9000 harp 
se81B, but taking into account that the figures for 1975 
and 1976 are preliminary no clear trend in the catches can 
be seen during the period. The catch of harp se81 in West 
Greenland is still a small fraction of what it wae twenty 
years ago. 

Table 2 shows a break-down of the statistics on the 
settlements of Northwest Greenland and a comparison with 
the sample aize for the localities at which ~aws were col­
lected. It i8 noted that the collecting succes is rather 
high for some areas, and that the sample siEe tor Northwest 

Greenland as a whole accounts for 10-18 ~ ot the catches. 
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It should, however, also be noted that very few jaws were 
obtain.ed from the southwestern districts, which account for 
approximately half the total catch of harp seal in Greenland. 

In Fig. 1 is shown the seasonal distribution of the 
catches and samples. On the whole the samples seem to repre­
sent the catches at the sampling localities rather well, al­
though the late part of the hunting season in most caBes is 
poorly represented in the samples. 

Altogether, the samples from 1972-75 probably give a 
reliable picture of the composition of the catch of harp seal 
in Northwest Greenland during that period. 

A survey of the results of the age determination of the 
material is given in Table 3. It appears that for some loca­
lities (e.g. Loc. 31 and 38) the age composition of samples 
for all years is very uniform, but differs from that of other 
localities. For other localities (e.g. Loc. 21-23) the age 
composition, especially the frequency of age group 0, show 
rather great variation between years. 

In order to get an impression of the composition of the 
catch of harp seal in West Greenland it is therefore desirable 
to obtain samples from several localities each year. Further, 
simple putting together all samples does not necessarily re­
sults in "the" sample representing the Greenland catch. 

The material collected during the past years makes it, 
however, possible to compile reasonably good estimates of the 
composition of catches in Northwest Greenland (including part 
of Disko Bay) for the years 1972 to 1975. An attempt in that 
respect is presented in Table 4. 

For localities where the sample for one particular year 
was large enough, the frequenoies found in the sample were 
used directly to obtain figures for the age distribution of 
catches. If a sample was not available, or was insufficient, 
for that particular year or locality, the "best" sample was 
used, either one from another year or another locality. The 
results of adding the figures calculated per locality by di_ 
strict, are shown in the upper part of ~able 4. Smoothi~of 
catch curves was not used because it was felt that this pro-

cedure might veil the possible existence of relatively weak 
or strong (groups of) year classes. 

The figures calculated for the northwestern part of the 
country (NW + eWe) and given in Table 4 are considered to re­
flect the actual dmmposition of catches rather well. A compa­
rison with the relation between young harps ("blAsider") and 
saddlebaoks ("sortsider") given in the Greenlanders' Lists of 
Game gives some indication in that diraction , 
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1972 1973 1974 1975 
Upernavik 

82.2 " 84.8 " calculated 0-4 years el •3 % 8~ 03 " recorded "blAsider" 81.6 " 79·0 " 3.5 " 8 .9 " Umanak 
calculated 0-4 years 95.8 " 96.0 % 96.5 % 91.6 " recorded "blasider" 95.7 " 96.3 'f, 94.5 % 96.7 % 

C.W.e. 
calculated 0-4 years 85.5 " ~3.8 " 9503 % 84.7 " recorded "blaeider" 81. 8 " 5.0 % 69.0 % 62.1 % 

(for Loc. 40 -"'!\' ) 81.0 " 9.5 " 86.4 " 88.8 '10 
N.-W. + C.W.e. 

calculated 0-4 years 86.9 " e2
•
1 

" 
94.5 % 87·9 " recorded "blasider" 84.9 " 3·9 " 77.7 " 85.9 " 

It should be taken into account, that the hunters' indica-
tiOD is not an exact one. We have Bome examples of old mature 
animals being classified as "blasider" - and the opposite. 

For the Umanak district, however, the correlation between 
the two eet of figures is very good, and also for the Upernavik 
district the calculated per cent of young animals differ only 
slightly from the recorded per cent of "blasider". For the 
inner part of Disko Bay (CWe) the calculated figures for 1973 
to 197? are considerably higher than the recorded ones for 
the area as a whole, but in better agreement with the records 
for Loc. 40 alone; this indicates that the locality may not 
represent the whole area too well. The Lists of Game indicate 
that the southern part of the area (Chrietianehab district) 
has a much higher percentage of old animals than the rest. 

This circumstance of course effects the figures for 
Northwest Greenland ae a whole, but the percentages indicate 
that only for 1974 the amount of young animals in the catches 
seemB to be greatly overestimated by using the age composition 
derivsd from the samples. 

The composition of the catches in ths southwestern part 
of Greenland is not known exactly because samples are not 
available from this area. The percentages of "blasider" recor­
ded in the Lists of Game for West Greenland as a whole were. 

1975 
86.9 " 

As these do not differ much from the percentages recorded 
for Northwest Greenland, the error in using the age composition 
data calculated for this area also for the total West Greenland 
catch of harp seal. is probably not great. This has been done 
in the lower part of Table 4. 

The preliminary conclusion i8, that in the period 1972 -
1975 approximately 4400 (3000-5700) youngs of the year, 1800 
(1300-2800) 1_4 year old animals, and 600 (300-800) older harp 
seals were caught per year in West Greenland. 
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Table 1. Catch of harp and hooded seals in West Greenland 1976, 
and revised data for 1974 - 1975. 

1972 (exel.Thule) 

Thuleb) 

1973 (exel. Thule) 
Thuleb) 

1974 (exel. Thule) 

Thuleb ) 

1975a )(exel. Thule) 

Thuleb ) 

1976a )(exel. Thule) 

Thule 

heaters and 
bedlamers 

4987 

7399 

5320 

3830 

3837 

4335 

21+ 

4356 

Data from Greenlanders l lists of game. 

old 
harps 

916 

1679 

1426 

579 

580 

537 

11+ 

548 

total total 
harps hooded 

5903 2382 

49 

5952 2383 

9078 2638 

84 16 

9162 2654 

6746 2740 

253 41 

6999 2781 

4409 3072 

176 43 

4585 3115 

4872 3308 

32+ 8+ 

4904 3316 

a) Preliminary figures. ~or 1975 and 1976 data are lacking for several 
settlements and estimates of these catches will probably raise the 
total. by approximately 10%. 

b) For Thule districts is given number of skins purchased to the 
Royal Greenland Trade Department, as the lists of game are very 
incomplete for this area. 

No data 

According to the lists of game 
Greenland was as follows: 

the catch 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 

05 

of hooded 
1825 

677 
1218 

721+ 
546+ 

seals in Eas t 
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TABLE 3. Age frequencies in samples of harp seal from N.W. Greenland, 1972-1975 

Age 
Group 0 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11-15 16-20 21-25 26+ Sum 

Locality No. 

11 , 1974 10 13 4 2 31 
'75 2 7 1 2 12 

14 ' 72 2 1 3 
'73 63 29 2 96 
'74 52 22 10 2 8b 
, 75 (6) 

17-20 '72 28 16 11 2 3 2 1 2 2 2 70 
'73 81 27 8 4 1 4 1 2 1 - 129 
'74 55 12 5 2 1 - 1 2 78 
'75 27 14 4 2 47 

21-23 '72 50 15 15 7 8 5 3 3 3 1 2 2 115 
, 73 37 32 16 7 5 5 1 1 2 2 110 
, 74 96 27 9 1 1 - 134 
, 75 68 27 6 1 105 

24 '72 14 10 3 5 7 1 1 2 44 
'73 28 12 5 8 1 2 2 5 67 
'74 17 2 2 1 1 23 
, 75 33 11 2 2 48 

27+29 '72 7 20 14 10 10 3 1 4 2 6 3 2 2 84 
'73 22 27 9 7 2 4 4 1 1 7 9 3 97 
'74 3 4 1 3 3 5 2 3 24 

31 '72 64 4 2 2 73 
'73 25 1 1 28 

38 '72 95 8 1 1 2 1 112 
, 73 88 14 8 2 1 4 118 
'74 82 5 1 90 
, 75 55 6 4 2 1 72 

40 '72 126 10 7 1 5 4 4 4 3 3 5 2 174 
'73 101 32 15 3 1 2 4 2 161 

40+45 '74 60 14 5 1 2 2 84 
45 '75 2 2 3 1 1 10 

91 '74 6 11 5 3 2 3 35 

All '72 386 83 54 26 34 16 12 14 3 3 13 12 10 9 675 
Samples ' 73 445 174 64 31 9 16 5 4 6 1 4 15 20 9 3 806 

'74 378 109 44 4 10 3 6 2 2 1 14 9 5 - 587 
'75 185 67 19 7 4 1 2 1 2 5 1 - 294 
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Fig. 1. Seasonal distribution of catches and sa.mples of harp seals in Northwest Greenland. 
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