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At the 1975 Annual Meeting, STACRES recommended (a) that the Secretariat contact Member Countries
with a view to improving the collection and reporting of statistics on discards by species, in
particular TAC species; and (b) that the Secretariat issue the data annually in a Summary Document
(Redbook 1975, page 17).

At the 1976 Annual Meeting, the Subcommittee on Statistics and Sampling moted the sparseness of infor-
mation on discards reported for 1974, particularly in regard to the absence of data from several
countries with significant fisheries in the ICNAF Area (Redbook 1976, page 129). The problem of
discarding at sea was considered to be very important, and, noting that the Commission now requires
that data on discards be recorded in fishing logbooks, the Subcommittee felt that considerable im—
provement in the reporting of discards statisties for 1975 could be expected. It was pointed out

that national sclentists should take an active interest in analyzing the logbook data on discards to

ensure that the most reliable information is submitted to the Secretariat.

Circular Letter 76/1 (issued 6 January 1976) requested Member Countries to submit their statistics
on discards for 1975 (on forms provided) to reach the Secretariat before 15 July 1976.

Reports for 1975 have been received from Canadaz (Nfld), Cuba, Federal Republic of Germany, Japan,
Norway, Poland, United Kingdom and USA. Norway indicated that all vessels fishing for cod in the
ICNAF Area used longlines or gillnets and that there are usually no discards from these vessels.
Cuba reported that, while no logbook records were kept on discards in 1975, all vessels operating
were factory ships and the quantities discarded were very insignificant. Poland reported that the
quantities of discarded fish by its fishing fleet were minimal. USSR submitted a report on the dis-
position of catch for the manufacture of fish meal, but there was no indication of quantitiles being
discarded. All of the available data for 1975 are presented on the following pages in the same
format as they were received.

In view of the expectation noted in paragraph 2 above that there should be considerable improvement
in the reporting of discards statistics for 1975, the following table indicates the countries which
responded to the Secretariat's request for {nformation on discards pertaining to the years 1973 to
1975 (Summ. Doc. 75/45. 76/VIf29, 77/VI/18). 1In the following table, X indicates that some data
were reported and N indicates that discards were nil or megligible.

Country 1973 1974 1975

Bulgaria

Canada(MQ)1

Canada (N) X X X
Cuba N
Denmark (F)

Denmark (G)

Denmark (M)

France (M) X

France (SP)

Fed. Rep. Germany X X X
German Dem. Rep. X

Iceland

*Executive Secretary, LCNAF, P.0. Box 638, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada B2Y 3Y9



Country 1973 1974 1975
Italy

Japan X X X
Norway N N
Poland X N
Portugal X X ’
Romania

Spain

USSR

UK X X X
UsA X X : X

1 Canada (MQ) reported that no data were available
for 1973 and 1974.

It is obvious from the above table that the reporting of data on discards has declined since 1973,
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