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At its 1975 Annual Meeting, the Commission adopted the recommendation of the Standing Committee on 
International Control (STACTIC) to establish a set of standard entries for inclusion in all logbooks 
(Proe. Annu. Meet. June 1975, p. 61). Among the standard entries recommended for joint use by NEAFC and 
LCNAF were two which included the use of FAC codes, namely lItype of gear" and "species names". 

The FAO standard definitions for gears and their codes were initially set up for international use 
and these have been adopted by several inter-governmental bodies, including ICNAF~ for use in collecting 
and reporting statistical data. However, the FAO 3-digit codes for "species names" was previously set 
up for internal use in data processing and was never intended for general use outside FAO. In fact, the 
3-digit code has been declared defunct by FAD and any regional or national agencies that may have adopted 
this code for general use are urged not to refer to this code as an FAa code. The only offical FAD codes 
for "species names" are the l4-character taxonomic codes, and these are completely unsuitable for the 
purpose intended When the system of standard logbook entries were drawn up by ICNAF and NEAFC in 1975. 

The matter of a simplified code for use as an identifier of species names in logbooks was discussed 
by the Coordinating Working Party on Atlantic Fisheries Statistics (CWP) at its meeting in August 1977. 
Since FAO does not now have a coding system for species suitable for general use, and in view of the 
urgent need for a suitable substitute, Secretariat representatives of ICNAF and ICES were requested by the 
CWP to study the possibility of establishing 3-alpha species codes for the North Atlantic which would 
~oveT the needs of ICNAF and ICES (and NEAFC) in their logbook requirements. 

The resultant 3-alpha coding system, including English and scientific names of many of the North 
Atlantic species is given in the Appendix. Initially the list covered a selected number of species (those 
without asterisks) for the ICNAF and ICES areas, and such a list was presented to the 1977 Annual Meeting 
of ICES (early October 1977). Information has been received that the list was adopted for use by ICES. 

Subsequent to the preparation of codes for the selected list of species~ the ICNAF Secretariat has 
updated the list to include codes for all finfish and invertebrate species and species groups mentioned 
in the official ICNAF List of Species. Thus, while further adjustments might be required on the part of 
ICES, the appended list contains codes for all of the Northwest Atlantic species. 

The appended list of 3-alpha codes is presented for consideration as a replacement for the previously 
mentioned 3-digit code of FAD, with regard to the standard entry in logbooks for "species names". 

• Executive Secretary, ICNAF, P. O. Box 638, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada, B2Y 3Y9 
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APPENDIX 

----... --_._--... -.-......•.... -_ .•.•.•.•.•..•.. _-----------._--_._.-._-.-. 
[CtS [CNAF COMMON NAME SCIENTlF[C NAME 
----------------------._----------_._.-.-------------------.-.----_.-------
AL~ 

COD 

HAL 
HEW 

~AC 

HED 

SAL 

oHM 

BLF 

SOL 
COt 

\lSI< 
DAM 
0(;.1 
PLt 
FLt 
FU 
FRF 

GAR 

GHL 

GUR 
HAD 
HKE 

ALB 
ALE 
AM6 :Jt. 

PLA 
ANG 
AHG 
RON 
BUT 
COO 
CRO * 
t1 A L. 
HER 
L fA JI­
MAC 
'"Ii::.N 
~F A If 
R~.D 
SFA .. 
SAL 
SAU 
SRA 
S8A ~ 
THA K 
I UM "'" 
MLiIIlf. 

ANC H-

eEl " 
i:W M ~ 

HS~ 
,"LB If. 

H~H' 
BLF 
HLU 

CAP 
CAT 
CHR 
CU~ .. 
POr-1~ 

CUt 
CvJ ... 
CUN" 
USK 

DGH 

FLX 

FRU 

SHG" 
GHC 
GHL 
GRO 
GRUi!-

HAD 

ALBACORE 
ALEw[FE 
AM~ERJACKS 

AMER [CAN PLAICE 
ANGLER (MONKFISH) 
ARGENTINES 
ATLANTIC BDNITO 
ATLANTIC BUTTERFISH 
ATLANTIC COD 
ATLANTIC CROAKER 
ATLANTIC HALIBUT 
ATLANTIC HEHRING 
ATLANTIC LITTLE TUNNY 
ATLANT[C MACKEREL 
ATLANTIC MENHADEN 
ATLANTIC NEEDLEF[SH 
ATLANT[C REDFISH 
ATLANTIC SAILFISH 
ATLANTIC SALMDN 
ATLANllC SAURY 
ATLANTIC SEAROBINS 
ATLANTIC SILVERSIDE 
ATLANT[C THREAD HERRING 
ATLANTIC TDMCOD 
ATLANTIC WHITE MARLIN 
BAY ANCHDVY 
BIGEYE TUNA 
BLACK DRUM 
BLACK SEASASS 
BLuE MARLIN 
BLUE WHITING (PDUTASSOU) 
BLUEBACK HERRING 
BLUfF[N TUNA 
BLUEF[SH 
BR[LL 
CAPELIN 
CATF[SHES (wOLFFISHES) 
CHARS (NS) 
COBIA 
COMMON POMPANO 
CUMMON SOLE 
CONGE~ EEL 
CREVALLE JACK 
CUNNER 
CUSK (TUSK) 
DAa (CUMMON) 
ODGF ISHES (NS) 
EUROPEAN PLAICE 
FLOUNDER (EUROPEAN) 
FLOUNDERS (NS) 
FRESH"ATER FISHES 
FR[GATE MACKEREL 
GARFISH 
GIZZARD SHAD 
GREf.NLAND COD 
GRE~NLANO HALIBuT 
GROUNOF ISH (NS) 
GRUNTS (GRUNTERS) 
GURNARDS 
HADDOCK 
HAKE (EURDP~AN) 
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THUNNUS ALALUNGA 
ALOSA PSEUDOHARENGUS 
SERIOLA SP. 
H[PPOGLOSSOIDES PLATESSOIDES 
LOPHIUS SP. 
ARGENTINA SP. 
SARDA SAROA 
PEPRILUS TR[ACANTHUS 
GADUS MURHUA 
MICROPOGON UNDULATUS 
HIPPOGLOSSUS H[PPOGLOSSUS 
nUPEA HARENGUS 
EUTHYNNUS ALLETTERATUS 
SCOMBER SCOMBRUS 
BREVOORTIA TYRANNUS 
STRDNGYLURA MAR[NA 
SEBASTES SP. 
ISTIOPHORUS PLATYPTERUS 
SALMD SALAR 
SCOMBERESOX SAURUS 
PRIONOTUS SP. 
MENIDIA MENID[A 
OP[STHONEMA OGLINUS 
MICROGADUS TOMCOD 
TETRAPTURUS ALBIDUS 
ANCHDA MITCHILLI 
THUNNUS DBESUS 
POGON[AS CROMIS 
CENTROPRISTIS STRIATA 
MAKAIRA N[GRICANS 
MICROMES[STIUS PDUTASSDU 
ALOSA AESTIVALIS 
THUNNUS THYNNUS 
POMATOMUS SALTATRIX 
SCOPHTHALMUS RHOMBUS 
MALLOTUS VILLDSUS 
ANARHICHAS SP. 
SALVELlNUS SP. 
RACHYCENTRON CANADUM 
TRACHINOTUS CAROllNUS 
SOLEA SOLEA 
CONGER SP. 
CARANX H[PPOS 
TAUTDGOLABRUS ADSPERSU~ 
BROSME BROSME 
LlMANDA LIMANOA 
SQUALIOAE 
PLEURONECTES PLATESSA 
PLATICHTHYS FLESUS 
PLEURONECTIFORMES 
••• AUXIS THAlARD 
BElONE BELONE 
DDROSOMA CEPED[ANUM 
GADUS OGAC 
REINHAROTIUS H[PPOGLOSSO[DES ... 
POMAOASYIDH 
TRIGLIOAE 
MELANOGRAMMUS AEGLEFINUS 
MERLUCCIUS MERLUCCIUS 
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.. ----_ ..•.•..•.... -.••...•.••. -..•.•.•..•... _-.--.-.. _.--------_._._._._.-
ICES leNAF CO""ON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME -------... -........ -.•......... -_ ..••...•.•..... -..... _.-------_._ ..... -._. 

SHH* HICKORY SHAD A~OSA MEOIOCRIS 
HOM HORSE MACKERE~ TRACHURUS TR'CHURUS 

to\GM* KING "ACKERH seOMBEROMORUS CAVAL~A 
LEM ~EMON SULE MICROSTOMUS KITT 
LIN LIN LING MO~VA MO~VA 

LU"" LUMPFISH (I.UMPSUCKERI CYCI.OPTERUS lU"PUS 
MEG MEGRIM ~EPIOORHOM6US _HIF 
MUL MUL MUL~ETS MUGILIO.E 

HVF ... NORTH ATL. HARVESTFISH PEPRIlUS A~EPIDOTUS 
KGF'" NORTHERN KINGFISH MENTICIRRHUS SAXATILIS 
PUF" NURTHERN PUFFER 5PHOEROIOES MAeULATUS 

NOP NUROAY POUT TRISOPTERUS ESMARKII 
uP T OCEAN POUT "ACROZO.RCES AMERICANUS 
PEL PE~AGIC FISH (N5) , , , 
PIG ,. PIGFI9H ORTHOPRISTIS CHRYSOPTERA 

PIL PILCHARD SARDINA PI~eHARDUS 
poe POC PO~AR COO BOREOGADUS SAIDA 
POL PO~~ACK POL~ACHIUS PO~LACHIUS 
POK PUK POLLOCK (SAITHE) POLLACHIUS VIRENS 

PUR POR~EAGLE LAMNA NASUS 
RDMK RED DRUM SCIAENOPS OCELLATA 
HKR RED HAKE UROPHYCIS CHUSS 
RPG'" RED PORGY PAGRUS SEOECIM 

EEL EEL RIVER EEL ANGUI~lA SP, 
RSCI<- ROUGH SCAD TRACHURUS LATHAMI 
RNG ROUNONOSE GRENADIER MACROURUS RUPESTRIS 
PESI<- SAND PERCH DIPLECTRUM FORMOSUM 

SAN SA. SANDEElS AMMOOYlES SP. 
SCU SCULPINS MYOXOCEPlALUS SP, 
SCP SCUP STENOTOMUS CHRYSOPS 

SBM SEA BREAMS SPARIOAE 
SHP SHU SHADS ALOSA SP, 

aHA SHARKS (NS) SQUALIFORMES 
SPH,I(- SHEEPSHEAD ARCHOSARGUS PROBATDCEPHA~US 
HKS SILVER HAKE MERLUCCIUS BILINEARIS 

SKA SKA SKATES AND RAYS RAJA SP. 
SKJ SKIPJACK TUNA KATSUWONUS PELAMIS 

SHE SME SMELTS OSMERUS 'P, 
DGS OGS SPINY (PICKED) DOGFISH SQUALUS ACANTHI AS 

SPT SPOT LEIOSTOMUS XANTHURUS 
SSM ~ SPOTTED SPANISH MACKEREL SCOMBEROMORUS MACULATUS 
SWF ... SPOTTED WEAKFISH CYNOSCIDN NEeULOSUS 

SPR SPRAT SPRATTUS SPRATTUS 
S TG'" SQUETEAGUE CYNOSCION REGALIS 
STB STRIPED 8lSS HORONE SAXATILIS 

STu STU STURGEONS ACIPENSERIDAE 
FLS SUMMER FLOUNDER PARALICHTHYS DENTATUS 
swo SWORDFISH xlPHlAS GLADIUS 
TAR"" TARPON MEGALOPS ATLANTICA 
TAU" TAUTOG TAUTDGA ONlTlS 
TIL TllEFISH LOPHOlATILUS CHAHAELEONTICEPS 
TRO TROUTS (NSI SALMO SP, 

STR TROUTS AND CHARS ... 
TUN TUNAS (NS) SCOH8RIOAE 

TUR TURBOT PSETTA MAXIMA 
HK. OHITE HAKE UROPHYCIS TENUIS 
PEw" "HI TE PERCH HORONE AHERICANA 

WHG WHITING MERLANGIUS MERLANGUS 
FLO ,. WINDOOPANE FLOUNDER SCOPHTHALMUS AQUOSUS 

• FL • olNTER FLOU~DER PSEUDOPlEURONECTES AMERICAN US 
wIT wIT WITCH FLOUNDER GlYPTOCEPHA~US CYNOGLOS8US 
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-----------.-.--.. ---.. --.... -.. -.. ~.--.... -.--.--.-.-....••.....•• --.-.. 
le~s IeNAF CO"HON NAME . SCIENTIFIC NAME 
-------~ .. --........ ----.--........ --.. -.---... -.-.. -------_.--_._. __ .------ YH YEllOWF IN TUNA . THUNNUS AlBACARES 

VMS 
VCl 
VDP 
VDF 
VH 
VGF 
VCF 
VPP 
VTS 

VEL 'ElLOWTAIL FLOUNDER LIMANOA FERRUGINfA 
VA~. MACKEREL-LIKE SCOMBRIFORMS ••• 

VFF 

VARIOUS ClUPEOIOS ... 
VARIOUS OEHER8AL PERCOMORPHS 
VARIOUS DIAOROMOUS FISHE~ 
VA~IOUS FINFISHES (N5) 
VARIOUS GAOIFORMS 
VARIOUS NON-TELEOST FISHES 
VARIOUS PELAGIC PERCOMORPHS 
VARIOUS TUNA-LIKE SCOMBRIFORMS 

... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
------._--------.--------.. -------_.---- .. -.----.-._----_._ .... _---... -.. _.-

MUS 

coe 

CRN 
eTL 
CRH 
SCI' 

LO" 

PHA 
NEP 

OCT 
OYC 
UYF 
PAL 
PAN 
PEN 
PE~ -QSC 

URe 

CR ... 

SQU 
STF 

wHE 
ECH 
CRU 
INV 
MOL 

elR" 
CR •• 
SCB'" 
eRB'" 
MUS 
sec" 
elA 

eUN ,. 
CRA 

eRG" 
ClH" 
HSC'" 
CRJif 
LOB 
wUR'* 
PHA 

CLQ· 

OYC 

PAN 

PER 
eRQ If 

eRR" 
SC X I<­
SCA 
lJRC 
CLSlt-

SQL 
SQI 
s~u 

C~U 
INV 
MOL 

ATLANTIC RAZOR CLAM 
ATLANTIC ROCK CRAB 
BA' SCALLOP 
BLUE CRAB 
BLUE MUSSEL 
CALICU SCALLOP 
CLAMS (NS) 
COCKLE (COMMON) 
CONCHS 
CRABS (NS) 
CMANGUNID SHRIMP 
CUTTLEFISHES 
EDI8l~ CRAil 
ESCA~lOP 
GREEN CRAB 
HARD CLAM 
HORSESHOE CRA8 
JONAH CRAS 
LOBSTER 
MARINE WORMS (NS) 
NORTHERN DEEPWATER PHAWN 
NOR"AY lOBSTER 
OCEAN QUAHDG 
OCTUPUSES (POUlPS) 
OYSTER (CRASSOSTREAl 
OYSTER (FLAT) 
PAlAEMONID SHRIHP 
PANOALID SHRIMP (PINK SHRIMPS) 
PENAEID SHRIMP 
PERIWINKLES 
QUEEN CRU 
QUEEN SC ALlOP 
RED CRAB 
SCALLOPS (NS) 
SEA SCAllOP 
SEA URCHINS 
SOFT CLAM 
SPINY lOBSTERS (CRAWFISH) 
SQUIO, ~ONG-FINNED (lO~IGO) 
SQUID, SHORT-FINNED (ilLEX) 
SQUIDS (NSl 
STARFISHES 
SURF CLAM 
WHELK 
VARIOUS ECHINDOERMS 
VARIOUS MARINE CRUSTACEANS 
VARIOUS MARINE INVERTE8RATES 
VARIOUS MARINE MOllUSCS 

ENSIS DIRECTUS 
CANCER IRRORATUS 
ARGOPECTEN IRRADIANS 
CAlLINECTES SAPIDUS 
MYTILUS EDULIS 
AHGOPECTEN GIBBUS ... 
CARDIUM EDUlf 
STRO"BUS AND BUSYCON SP. ... 
CRANGON SP. 
SEPIA AND SEPIOlA SPP. 
CANCER PAGURUS 
PECTEN "AXIHUS 
CARCINUS MAENAS 
MERCENARIA HERCENAHIA 
LIMUlUS POLYPHEMUS 
CANCER BOREALIS 
HOMARUS SP. 
POlYCHAETA 
PANDALUS BOREALIS 
NEPHROPS NORVEGICUS 
ARCTICA ISLANDICA 
POULPES SP. 
CRASSOSTREA SP. 
OSTREA EDULIS 
PAlAfMON SP. 
PANDAlUS SP. 
PENAEUS SP. 
llTTORINA SP. 
CHIONOECETES OPILIO 
CH~AH'S OPERCUlARIS 
GERYON QUINQUE DENS 
PECTINIDAE 
PlACOPECTEN HAGELLANICUS 
STRONGYLOCENTROTUS SP. 
HU ARENARIA 
PALINURUS SP. 
lOLlGD PEALE I 
IllEX IllECEBROSUS ... 
ASTEROIDEA 
SPISULA SOlIDISSI"A 
BUCCINUH UNDATUM ... ... ... ... . --------.----••.••.•...•... _---....... -... __ ............................. -

* Species added by the ICNAF Secretariat to cover the entire ICNAF List of Species. 
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