




TEXT OF THE CONVENTION 

1. Introduction 

The fieheries of the Northwest Atlantic <>sean 
are the oldest in the Western Hemisphere, having 
been prosecuted for more then 300 Ye&r8. During 
recent years certain fisheries of the area, particu­
larly off the New England coast of the United 
State. of America, have shown signs of depletion. 

In order to consider problems affecting the 
fish.ries of the Northwest Atlantic, the United 
States of America convened a .conferenoe of 11 
countries at Washington in January 1949. The 
work of this conference resulted in the opening for 
signature on February 8, 1949, of the International 
Convention for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries, 
hereinafter referred to as the Convention. 
(from ReJ?Ort of the First Annual MeetiDg) 

2. The Text of the ConveDtion 

The Govornments whose duly authorized rep .... 
sentatives have subscribed hereto, sharing a aubo 
stantial interest in the conservation of the fiehory 
resources of the Northwest Atlantic Ocean, have 
resolved to conclude a convention for'the investi.­
gation, protection and conservation of the. fishon.. 
of the Northwest Atlantic Ocean, in order to make 
pOssible the mamOOnance of a maximum sustained 
catch from those fisheries and to that end have, 
through their duly authorized l">presentatives, 
&gl">ed as follows: 

ARTICLE I 

1. Tho area to which this Convention applies, 
hereinafter referred to 88 "the Convention area", 
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ICNAF - nffiECTORY 

shall be all waters, except territorial waters, 
bounded by a line beginning at a point on the 
coast of Rhode Isl&n.d in 71 °40' west longitude; 
thence due south to 39°00' north la.titude; thence 
due east to 42 000' west longitude; thence due 
north to .59°00' north latitude; thence due west to 
44°00' west longitude; thence due north to the 

.coast of Greenland; thence along the 'West cout of 
'Greenland to 78'10' north latitude; thence eouth­
ward to a point in 75'00' north latitude and 73"30' 
west longitude; thence along a rhumb line to a 
point in 69'00' north latitude and 59'00' west 
longitude; thence due south to 61 °00' north lati­
tude; thence due west to 64°30' west lqagitude; 
thence due south, to the coast of Labrador; thence 
in & southerly direction along the coast of Labrador' 
t9 the southern terminus of its boundary with 
Quebec: thence in a westerly direction along the 
coast of Quebec, and in an easterly and southerly 
direction along the coasts of Now Brunswick, Nova. 
Scotia, and Cape Breton Island to Cabot Strait; 
thence along the coasts of Cape Breton Island, 
.Nova. Scotia, New Brunswick, Maine, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts,and Rhode Island to 
the point of beginning. 

2. Nothing in this Convention shall be deemed 
to affect adversely (prejudice) the claims of any 
Contracting Government in reilard to the limits of 
territorial waters -or to the jurisdiction of a coastal 
state over fisheries. 

3. The Convention area shall be divided into five 
BUb-&reas, the boundaries of which sha.ll be those 
defined in the Annex to this Convention, subject to 
such alterations as may be made in accordance 

'-;, With the provisions of paragraph 2 of Article VI. 

I/ARTleLlil II 

1. The Contracting Governments shall establish 
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TEXT OF THE CONVENTION 

and ma.intain a Commission for the purposes of this 
Convention. The Commission shall be kn9wn as 
the International Commission for the Northwest 
Atlantic Fisheries, he<ein&fter referred to as "the 
Commission". 

2. Each of the Contracting Governments may 
appoint not more tha.n three Commissioners and 
one or more experts or advisers to' assist its ·Com­
missioner or Commissioners. 

3. The Commission shall elect from its members 
a Ch&irma.n &nd a Vice Ch&irma.n, each of whom 
sb.aJl serve for & term of two years Bnd shall be 
eligible for re..eJection but not to a succeeding term. 
The Chairman and Vice Ch&irma.n must be Com­
missionem from different Contracting Govern­
menta. 

4. The .... t of the Commission shall be in North 
America at a place to be chosen by the Com­
mission. 

5. The Commission sball hold a regular annual 
meeting at ita sea.t or at such place in North Amer­
ica as may be agreed upon by the Commission. 

6. Any other meeting of the Commission may be 
oalIed by the Ch&irma.n at such time and place as 
he may determine, upon the request of the Com­
miesioner of a Contracting Government and sub­
ject to the concurrence of the Commissioners 9f 
two other Contracting Governments, including the 
Commjssioner of & Government in North America. 

7. Each Contracting Government shall have one 
vote which may be oast by any Commissioner from 
that Government. Decisions of the Commission 
shall be taken by a two-thirds majority of the vot&s 
of all the Contracting Governments. 

8. The Commission .ball adopt, and amend as 
occasion may require, financial regulations and 
rules and by-laws for the conduct of its meetings 
&nd for the exercise of its functions and duties. 
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ARTICLE m 
1. The Commission ehall .. ppoint an Executive 

Secret&ry .. ccording to such procedure and 9n such 
tel'DlB as it may detennine. 

2. The st&fl'· of the Commission shaJI be .. p­
point&d by !.be Executive Secret&ry in .. ccord&nce 
with such rules and procedures ... may be deter­
mined &nd .. uthorized by the Commission. 

3. The Executive Secret&ry ehall, subject to the 
general supervision of the Commission, have full 
power and .. utbority over the st&fl' and ehall per­
form such other functions as the Commission shall 
preoeribe. 

ARTICLE IV 
1. The Contr&cting Governmento shaJIest&bIish 

and m&int&in .. Panel for each of the sub-areas 
provided for by Article I, in order to carry out 
the objectives of this Convention. Each Con­
tracting Government particip .. ting in any Panel 
ehall be represented on such Panel by ito Com­
missioner or Commissioners, who may be assisted 
by experte or advisers. Each P .. nel shaJI elect 
from its members a Chairman who shall serve for 
" period of two years and shaJI be eligible for 
reelection but not to .. succeeding term. 

2. After this Convention h1u! been in force for 
two years, but not before !.bet time, Po.nel repro­
sent&tion ehall be reviewed annuaJIy by the Com­
mission, which shall have the power, subject to 

,': ' consultation with the Panel concerned, to deter­
~ mine representation on each Panel on the basis 

I of current substantial exploit&ti~1l. in the BUb-area 
. conCerned of fish .. of the cod group (Gadiformes), 

of flat-fishes (Pleuronoctiformes), .. nd of rosefish 
(genus Seb ... tss), except th .. t ... ch Contr&eting 
Government with coastline adjacent to a sub..a.rea 
ahaIl ha.ve the right of representation on the 
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TEXT OF THE CONVENTION 

Panel for the sub_. 
3. Each Panel may adopt, and amend as 

occasion may require, rules of procedure and 
by-laws for the conduct of its meetings and for 
the exercise of its functions and duties. 

4. Each Government participating in & Panel 
shall have one vote, which shall be c&&t by a 
Commissioner representing that Government. 
Decisions of the Panel .h&II be taken by a two­
thirds majority of the votes of all the Governments 
participating in that Panel. 

S. Commissioners of Contracting Governments 
not participating in a particular Panel shall have 
the right to attend the meetings of euch Panel 
as obeervers, and may be accompanied by experte 
and advisers. 

6. The Panels sball, in the exercise of their 
functinns and dutiae, use the services of the Execu­
tive Secretary and the .taff of the Commission. 

ABTICLB V 
1. Each Contracting Government may .. t up 

an Advieory Committee compoeed of pereons, 
including fishermen, vOBBei owners and otbere, 
well informed concerning the problems of the 
fisheriee of the Northweet Atlautic Ocean. With 
the assent of the Contracting Government COD­
cerned, & representative or representatives of aD 

Advieory Committee may attend as obeervers all 
non-executive meetings of the Commission or of 
any Panel in which their Government participates. 

2. The Commissioners of each Contracting 
Government may hold public heeringe within the 
territoriee theY repreesnt. 

ARTICLE VI 
1. The CommissioD shall be reepolllllDle in the . 

field of scientific inveetigation for obteiniDg and 
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ooDating the information necessary for maint&ining 
those stocks of fish which support international 
fisheries in the Convention area and the Commis­
sion may, through or in collaboration with agencies 
of the Contracting Governments or other publi. 
or priva~ agencies and Organiza.tiODS or, when 
necessary, independently: 

(a) make such investigations as it finds 
necessary into the abundance, life history and 
ecology of any species of aquatic life in any part 
of the Northwest Atlantic Ocean; 

(b) collect and analyze statistical informa­
tion relating to the current conditions and 
trends of the fishery resources of the Northwest 
Atlantic Ocean; 

(c) study and appraise information concern­
ing the methods for maintaining and increasing 
srooks of fish in the Northwest Atlantic Ocean; 

(d) hold or arrange such hearings as may be 
useful or essential in connection with the devel~ 
opment of complete factual information neces­
sary to carry out the. provisions of this Con­
ventioDj 

(e) conduct fishing operations in the Con­
vention area at'any time for purposes of scientific 
investigation; 

(I) publish and otherwise disseminate reports 
of its findings and statistical, scientific and other 
'information relating to the fisheries of the 
Northwest Atlantic Ocean as well as such 
~ther reports as fall within the scope of this 
CODvention. 
2. Upon the unanimous recommendation of 

e&eh Panel _affected, the Commission may alter 
the boundaries of the su'b-areas set out in the 
Annex. Any such alteration shall forthwith be 
reported to the Depositary Government which 
shall infOnD. the Contr&~ting Governments, and' 
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the .ub....,..... defined in the Annex shall be 
altered accordingly. 

3. The Contracting Governments .hall furnish 
to the Commission, at such time and in such form 
as may be required by the Commission, the 
.tatistical information referred to in paragraph 1 
(b) of this Article. 

ARTICLE VII 
i .. ' " 1. Each Panel established under Article IV 

I "I.e shall be responsible for keeping under review 
).>".'- CI ~ __ As--.h.eries ~f. its ~ll:~..a.re8. and the scientific and 
\' / .. ' other information relating thereto. 

2. Each Panel, upon the basis of scientific 
investigations, may make recommendatioDs to 
the Commission for joint action by the Contracting 
Governments on the matters specified in para­
graph 1 of Article VIII. 

3. Each Panel may recommend to the Commis­
sion studies and investigations within the scope of 
this Convention which are deemed necessary in the 
development of factual information relating to its 
particular .uh-area. 

4. Arty Panel may make recommendations to 
the Commission for the alteration of the boundaries 
of the .ub-areas defined in the Annex. 

5. Each Panel eball investigate and report to 
the Commission upon any matter referred to it by 
the Com.mi.ssion. 

6. A Pa.nel shall not incur any expenditure ex­
eept in accordanee with directions given by the 
Commission. 

ARTICLE VIII 

1. The Commission may, on the recommend .. 
tions of one or more Panels, and on the basis of 
scientific investigations, transmit to the Depositary 
Government proposals, for joint action by the 
Contracting Governments, designed to keep the 
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stocks of those species of fish which support inter­
national fisheries in the Convention area at a level 
permitting the maximum sustained catch by the 
application, with respect to such species of fish, of 
one or more of the following measures: 

-(a) establishing open and closed seasons; 
(b) closing to fishing such portions of a sub­

area. as the Panel concerned finds to be a. spa.wn­
ing area or to be populated by small or immature 
fish· , 

(c) establishing size limits for any species; 
(d) prescribing the fishing gear and appliances 

the use of which is prohibited; 
(e) prescribing an over-all catch limit for any 

species of fish . 
. 2. Each recommendation shall be studied by the 

Commiseion and thereafter the Commiseion shall 
either 

(a) transmit the recommendation as a pro­
posal to the Depoeitary Government with such 
modifications or suggestions- as the Commission 
may consider desirable, or 

(b) refer the recommendation back to the 
Pa~el with comments for its reconsideration. 
3. The Panel may, after reconeidering the roo­

ommendation returned to it by the Commission, 
reaffirm that recommendation, with or without 
modification. 

4. If, after a recommendation is rea.f6rmed, the 
Commiseion is unable to adopt the recommend ... 
tion as a proposal, it shall send a copy of the 
recommendation to the Depositary Government 
with a report of the Commission's decision. The 
Depoeitary Government ehall transmit copies of 
the recommendation and (Jf the Commission's 
report to the Contracting Goveroments. 

S. The Commiseion may, after consultation with 
all the Panels, transmit propoeals to tho Depoeitary 

8 



TEXT OF THE CONVENTION 

Government within the scope of pa.ragraph 1 01 
this Article affectiug the Convention area as a 
whole. 

6. The Depositary Government shall transmit 
any proposa.l received by it to the Contracting 
Governments for their consideration and may 
make such suggestions .. will facilitate acceptance 
of the proposa.l. 

7. The Oontracting Governments shall notify 
the Depositary Government of their s.eceptance of 
the proposa.l, and the Depositary Govarnment 
shall notify the Contracting Governments of each 
acceptance communicated to it, including the date 
of receipt thereof. 

8. The proposa.l shall become effective for all 
Contracting Governments four monthe after the 
date on which notifications of acceptance shall have 
been received by the Depositary Government from 
all the Contracting Governments participating in 
the Panel or Panels for the sub-area or sub-are&s 
to which the proposa.l I>pplies. 

9. At any time after the expirl>tion of one y_ 
from the dl>1e on which I> proposa.l becomes eff..,. 
tive, any Panel Government for the sub-&r .. to 
which the proposa.l I>pplies mlLy give to the Deposi­
tary Government notice of the termination of its 
acceptance of the proposal and, if th&t notice is 
not withdri>wn, the proposal shall ce... to be 
effective for th&t Panel Government at the end of 
one y_ frOm the date of receipt of the notice by 
the Depositary Government. At any time after 
" proposa.l hBB ceBSed to be effective for I> Panel 
Government under this p&r&gr&ph, the proposa.l 
shall ..... to be effective for any other Contracting 
Government upon the date a notice of withdrl>wal 
by such Government is received by the Depositary 
Government. The Depositary Government shall 
notify all Oontracting Governments of every notice 
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under this paragraph immediately upon theTeCeipt 
thereof. 

ARTICLE IX 
The Cominission 1ll&y invite the attention of 

any or all Contracting Governments to any matters 
which relate to the objectives and purposes of this 
Convention. 

ARTICLE X 
1. The Commission Bhall seek to establish and 

maintain working arrangements with other public 
international organizations which have related 
objectivee, particularly the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations and the Inter­
national Council for the Exploration of the Sea, to 
ensure effective collaboration and coordination 
with respect to their work and, in the case of the 
International Council for the Exploration of the 
Sea, the avoidance of duplication of scientific 
investigations. 

2. The Commission shall consider, at the expi­
ration of two years from the date of entry into 
force of this Convention, whether or not it should 
recommend to the Contracting Governments that 
the Commission be brought within the framework 
of a specialized agenc:!, of the United Nations. 

ARTICLE XI 
1. Each Contracting Government shall pay the 

expenses of the Commissioners, experts and ad­
visers appointed by it. 

2. The Commission shall prepare an annual 
adminietrative budget of the proposed necessary 
administrativeexpenditureeof the Commission and 
an annual special projects budget of proposed ex­
penditures on special studies and investigations to 
be uodertaken by or on behalf of the Commission 
pursuant to Article VI or by or on behalf of any 
Panel pursuant to Article VII. 
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3. The Commission shall calculate t.bp pay. 
ments due from each Contracting Government 
under the annual administrative budget aCcording 
to the following formula: 

(a) from the administrative budget, there 
shall be deducted a sum of 500 United States 
doll .... for each Contracting.Government; 

(b) the remainder shall be divided into .such 
number of equal shares &8 corresponds to the 
total number of Panel memberships; 

(c) the payment due from any Contracting 
Government shall be the equivalent of 500 
United States doll .... plus the number of shares 
equal to the number of Panels in which thet 
Government pa<ticipates. 
4. The Commission shall notify each Contrac!" 

ing Government the sum due from that Govern­
ment &8 calculated under paragraph 3 of this 
Article and &8 eoon &8 possible thereafter each 
Contracting Government shall pay to the Com­
mission the sum so notified. 

5. The annual special projects budget shall be 
allocated to the Contracting Governments accord­
ing to a seale to be determined by agreement 
among the Contracting Governments, and the 
sums so allocated "to any Contracting Government 
shall be paid to the Commission by that Govern­
ment. 

6. Contributions shall be payable in the cur­
rency of the oountry in which the seat of the 
Commission is located, except that the Commis­
sion may accept payment in the currencies in which 
it may be anticipated that expenditures of the 
Commission will be mode from time to time, up 
to an amount established each year by the Com­
mission in connection with the preparation of the 
annual budgets; 

7. At its first meeting the Commission shall 
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approve an administrative budget for the balance 
of the first financial year in which the Commission 
functions and shall transmit to the Contracting 
Governments copies of that budget together with 
notices of their. respective a.lloca.tions. 

8. In subsequent financial years, the Commis­
sion shall submit to each Contracting Government 
drafts of the annual budgets together with 8 

schedule of allocations, not less than six weeks 
before the annual meeting of the Commission at 
which the budgets sre to be considered. 

ARTICLE XII 
The Contraeting Governments agree to take 

such action as may be necess&ry to make effective 
the provisions of this Convention and to imple­
ment any proposals which become effective under 
paragraph 8 of Article VIII. Each Contracting 
Government shall transmit to the Commission & 

s~tement of the action taken by it for these PUl'­
poees. 

ARTICLE XIII 
The Contracting Governments agree to invite 

the attention of any Government not a party to 
this Convention to any matter relating to the 
fishing activities in the Convention area of the 
nationals or vessels of that Government which 
appear to affect adversely the operations of the 
Commission or the carrying out of the objectives 
of this Convention. 

ARTICLE XIV 
The Annex, 8B attached to this Convention 

and as modified from time to time, forms an 
integral part of this Convention. 

ARTICLE XV 
1. This Convention shall be ratified by the sig­

na.tory Governments and the instruments of 
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ratification shall be deposited with the Govern­
ment of the United Statee of America, referred to 
in this Convention as the "Depositary Govern .. 
ment." 

2. This Convention shall enter into force upon 
the deposit of instruments of ratification by four 
signatory Governments, and shall enter into 
force with respect to each Government which 
subsequently ratifi.. on the date of the deposit 
of its instrument of ratification. 

3. Any Government which has not signed this 
Convention may adhere thereto by a notification 
in writing to the Depositary Government. Ad­
heronc .. recsived by the Depositary Government 
prior to the date of entry into force of this Con­
vention shall become effective on the date this 
Convention enten into force. Adherences 1'&0 

ceived by the Depositary Government after the 
date of entry into force of this Convention shall 
become effective on the date of receipt hy the 
Depositary Government. 

4. The Depositary Government shall inform all 
signatory Govemlnents and all adh..nng Govern­
ments of all ratifications deposited and adherences 
received. 

5. The Depositary Government shall inform all 
Governments concerned of the date this Conven­
tion enters into force. 

ARTICLE XVI 

1. At any tim. after the expiration of ten years 
from th.date of entry into force of this Convention, 
any Contracting Government may withdraw 
from the Convention 'on December thirty-first of 
any yser by giving notice on or hefore tho preced­
ing June thirtieth to th. Depositary Government 
which shall communicate copies of such notice to 
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the other Contracting Governments. 
2. Any other Contracting Government may 

thereupon withdraw from this Convention on the 
same December thirty-firet by giving notice to the 
Depositary Government within ODe :month of the 
receipt of a. copy of a notice of withdrawal given 
pursuant to paragraph 1 of this Article. 

ARTICLE XVII 
1. The original of this Convention sh&II be d ... 

posited with the Government of the United States 
of AtneriC8., which Government shall communicate 
certified copies thereof to oJI the sigoatory Gov­
ernments and oJI the adhering Governments. 

2. The Depositary Government sh&II register 
this Convention with the Secretariat of the United 
Nations. 

3. TIlls Convention shoJi bear the date on which 
it is opened for signature and shall remain open 
for sigoatur& for a period of fourteen daya there­
aftar. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, having 
deposited their respective full powers, have signed 
this Convention. 

DONE in Washington thia eighth day of Febru­
ary 1949 in the English language. 

FOR CANADA: 

STEWART BATES. 

FOR DENMARK: 

B DINESEN 

FOR FRANCE: 

With & reservation excluding paragraph 2 of Artiole I 

M TURIN 

FOR ICELAND: 

THOR THORS. 
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FOR ITALY: 

ALBERTO TABClIlANl 

IroR HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT IN THE 
UNITED KINGDOM AND THE GOVERNMENT 
OJ' NEWFOUNDLAND IN RESPECT OJ' NEW­
FOUNDLAND: 

R GUSHUE 

W. TEMPLlIIIlAN 

FOR NORWAY: 

KLAus SUNNANll 

GUNNAR ROLLEFSEN 

OLAV LUND 

FOR PORTUGAL: 

MANUEL CARLOS QUlNT.lO MEYRELLEB 

ALFREDO DE MAGALUIEB RAIULRO 

Josll AUGUSTO CORREIA. DE BARROS 

AMERICa ANGELO TAVARES DE ALKEmA 
Cfrag 

FOR SPAIN: 
Reserving paragrapb 2 of Article I 

G.,BJdN BAR1mAR 
J'OR THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND NORTHERN JRELAND: 

A. T. A. DOBSON 

A. J. AGLEN 

FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 

W. M. CHAPMAN 

W,LLLUI E. S. FLoKY 
HILARY J. DEASON 

FimnERIClt L. ZunU:lUU.NN 

(from Report of the First Allnual Meeting) 

3 _ Allnex to the Convention - SUbareas 

Th. 8Ub-areas provided for by Articl. I of 
thi8 Convention shall b ... follows: 

Sub-area 1 - That portion of the Convention 
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area which lies to the north and east of a rhumb 
line from a point in 75°00' north latitude and 
73°30' west longitude to a point in 69°00' north 
latitude and 59°00' west longitude; east of 59°00' 
west longitude; and to the north and east of 8 

rhumb line from a point in 61°00' north latitude 
and 59°00' west longitude to a point in 52°15' 
north latitude and 42°00' west longitude, 

Sub-area 2 - That portion of the Convention 
area lying to the south and west of sub-area 1 
defined above and to the north of the parallel 
of 52°15' north latitude. 

Sub-area. 3 - That portion of the Convention 
&rea lying eouth of the p&raIlei of 52°15' north 
latitude; and to the east of a line extending due 
north from Cape Bauld on the north coast of 
Newfoundland to 52°15' north latitude; to the 
north of the parallel of 39°00' north latitude; 
and to the east and north of • rhumb line extend­
ing in & northwesterly direction . which passes 
through 8 point in 43°30' north latitude, 55°00' 
west longitude, in the direction of 8 point in 47°50' 
north latitude, 60°001 west longitude, "until it 
intersects a straight line connecting Cape Ray, 
on the coast of Newfoundland, with Cape North 
on Cape Breton Island; thence in a northeasterly 
direction along said line to Cape Ray. 

Suh-area 4 - That portion of the Convention 
area lying to the west of sub-area 3 defined above, 
and to the east of • line described as follows: 
beginning at the terminus of the international 
boundary between the United States of America 
and Canada in Grand Manan Channel, at a point 
in 44°46'35.34" north latitude, 66°54'11.23 11 

west longitude; thence due south to the parallel 
of 43°50' north la.titude; thence due west to the 
meridian of 67°40' west longitude; thence due 
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south to the parallel of 42°20' north latitude; 
thence due t:d.St to a point in 66°00' west long­
itude j thence along a rhumb line in a south­
easterly direction to 8 point in 42°00' north 
latitude, 65°40' west longitude; thence due 
BOuth to the parallel of 39°00' north latitude. 

Sub-area 5 - That portion ·of the Convention 
""'" lying west of th~ western boundary of sub­
area 4 defined above. 
(from Report of the First Annual Meeting) 

The Convention became effective on July 
3. 1950. after the deposit of instruments of 
ratification by four signatory governments: 
Canada (including Newfoundland). Iceland. 
United Kingdom and the United states. From 
December 1950 to January 1953 ratifications 

. were deposited by the remainder of the sig­
natory governments: Denmark, Spain, 
Norway, Portugal, Italy and France. 

The Federal Republic of Germany depo­
sited the ratification of its adherence to the 
Convention on June 27, 1957. 

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
notified the Depositary Government of its '"':.-A J 
herence to the Convention on April 10, 195~1.'1 

Under the terms of the Convention, the 
International Commission for the Northwest 
Atlantic Fisheries - ICNAF - was established 
and held its first Annual Meeting on 2-10 
APril, 1951, in Wasbingion, D.C. 
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NORTH WEST ATLANTIC 

SIIOWING 
ICN"'F SUBAflJ;:AS a SUIOIVISIONS 

EQUAL .t.IIU. P"O~£CTION 

" 

" 

" 
, . . , 

3M 

Equal Map of the ICNAF. Subdivisions 

4. Later Change in the Convention 

At the 1955 Annual Meeting the Commis­
sion agreed to a proposal to provide for the 
holding of annual meetings of the Commis­
sion in any of the member countries. 
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RULES OF PROCEDURE - COMMISSION 

A protocol, by wbich Article n.5 of the 
Convention was amended to read: 

" 5. The Commission shall hold a 
regular annual meeting at its seat or 
at such other place in North America 
or elsewhere as may be agreed upon 
by tbe Commission" 

was signed in Washington on behalf of the ten 
contracting governments on June 26 to July 
10, 1956. Instruments of ratification were 
later deposited with the government of 
U.S.A. 

5. Note to the Convention about Molluscs 

In the 1958 Annual Meeting the follOWing 
resolution was adopted: 

, 6. 

The Commission believes that the words 
"fish" and ·"fisberies" , as used in the 
Convention, should be understood to in­
clude molluscs. 

Rules and Regulations 

At the first Annual Meeting Rules and 
Regulations for the Commission were adop­
ted. A few changes were agreed to at the 
1953 Annual Meeting, and are incorporated 
In the following text of Rules and Regulations: 
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Rules of the Commission 

REPRESENTATION 

Rule 1 

(a) A Contracting Government to the Inter­
national Convention for the Northwest Atlantic 
Fisheries, concluded at Washington on February 8, 
1949, hereinaiter referred to 88 the Convention, 
shall have the right to appoint not more than 
three Commissioners and one or more experts or 
advisers to assist its Commissioner or Commis­
sioners at meeullgs of the International Comm.is~ 
sion for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries, here-­
inafter referred to as the Commission. 

(6) Each Government shall notify the Executive 
Secretary as soon as possible the name or names of 
its Commissioners on the Commission and of any 
change thereof. 

Rule 2 

A representative or representatives of any 
Advisory Committee established by any Contract­
ing Government in accordance with Article V (1) 
of the Convention may, with the assent of the 
Contracting Government concerned, attend as 
observers all non-executive sessions at meetings 
of the Commission. Prior to each meeting the 
Commissioners shall inform the Executive Secre~ 
tary of the names of such Advisory Committee 
members authorized to attend. 
Rule .l 

Ally Government not a party to the Con~ 

vention and any international organization may 
1 e invited to be represented at meetings of the 
Commission by an observer or observers, if the 
Cc·mmission so decides from time to time. 

VOTING 
Rule 4 

Each Contracting Goverrunent shall be entitled 
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to one vote which may be cast by any Con:uni&­
sioner from that Government. Observers, ex .. 
perts, and advisers may address plenary meetings 
of the Commission, but ebaIl not be entitJed 
to vote. 

RuIeS 
Decisions of the Commission sh&ll be taken by 

a. two-thirds majority of the votes of all the Con­
tracting Governments. At meetings of the com­
mittees appointed by the Commission a simple 
majority of &II members of such committe .. sh&ll 
be decisive. Votes sh&ll be taken by show of 
hands, by roll c&lI in the English alphabetical 
order of the names of the countries, or by ballot, 
as in the opinion of the Chairman appea.rs to be 
most suitable. 

RuIe 6 
Between meetings of the Commission or in the 

case of an emergency, a vote of the Commissioners 
may be taken by mail, or other means of com­
munication, in which case decisions also shall be 
taken by a two-thirds majority of the votes of 
&II the Contracting Governments, each Contract­
ing Government being entitled to one vote. 

CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN 

Rule 7 
Except as otherwise provided in Rule 9, the 

Commission shall elect from its mem~ers a Chair­
man and a Vice Chainnan, for a term of two years, 
who shall be eligible for reelection but not to a. 
succeeding term. The Chainnan and Vice Chair­
man must be Commissioners from different Con­
tracting Governmeuts. The succeeding Chairman 
and Vice Chairman shall take office on the day 
following the expiration of the term of their 
predecessors. 
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RuleS 
The powers and duties of the Chairman shall he: 

(a) to declare the opening and closing of each 
meeting of the Commissionj 

(6) to preside at all me~tings of the Conunission; 
(e) to decide all questionS of order raised at 

meetings of the Commission, subject to the right 
of any Commissioners to -request that any ruling 
by the Chairman shall be submitted to the Com-
mission lor decision by vote; . 

(d) to call for votes and to announce the result 
of the vote to. the Commission; 

(e) to determine after consultation with the 
Commissioners and the Executive Secretary the 
provisional order of business for the annual Com~ 
mission Meeting so that the Executive Secretary 
may transmit it to aJl Contracting Governments 
and Commissioners not less than 60. days in 
advance of the meeting j 

(J) to arrange for the appointment of the 
members of Committees established in accord­
ance with "the provisions of Rule 16; 
. (g) to sign, on behalf of the Comroission, a 

report of the proceedings of each annual or other 
meeting of the Commission, for transmission to 
Contracting Governments, Commissioners, and 
others concerned as an authoritative record of 
what transpired; 

(h) generally, to make such decisions and give 
such directions to the Executive Secretary as will 
ensure, especially in the interval between the 
meetings of the Commission, that the business of 
the Commission is carried out efficiently and in 
accordance with its decisions. 

Rule 9 

Whenever the Chainnan of the Commission is 
unable to act the Vice Chairman shall exercise the 
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powers and duties prescribed for the Chairman 
and if the office of Chairman is vacated a new 
Chairman may be elected at the next meeting of 
the Commieeion for the unexpired bal.nce of 
the tenn. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
Rule 10 

The Commission sh&ll appoint an Executive 
Secretary and designate staff positions to be tilled 
tbrongh appointments made by the Executive 
Secretary. The Commission shall fix the tenure, 
ra.te of remuneration, and travelling expenses for 
the Executive Secretary and members of his staff. 

RuleU 

(a) The Executive Secretary shall, subject to 
the general supervision of the Commission, have 
full power and authority over .the staff. He shall 
be responsible to the Commission for the manage­
ment of its office, and for the receipt and disburs;e­
ment pursuant to the financial regulations of all 
monies received by the Commission, pursuant to 
its direction. 

He shall make all necessary arrangements in­
cluding secretarial assistance for Commission and 
Committee meetings, and shall provide approw 

prio.te services to the Panels. He shall prepare and 
submit to the Chairman a draft of the Commis­
sion's budgets (Article XI of the Convention) for 
~ch year and perform such other functions as may 
be assigned to him by the Commission, the Com­
mission Chairman, or the Chairmen of the PantYs. 

(6) Communications to the Depository Gov­
ernments, in pursuance of the provisions of Articles 
VI (2) and VIII of the Convention, shall be 
.ddr .... d to the Secretary of St.te of the United 
States of America. 

(e) The Executive Secretary shall receive the 
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credentials of the Commissioners, and shall report 
thereon to the Commission from time to time. 

ORDER OF B USINE88 
Rule 12 

No order of business which involves amendment 
of the Rules of Procedure, budget or related 
financial matters, Panel membership modificaM 

tions under Article IV (2) of the Convention, 
boundary modifications under Article VI (2) of 
the Convention, or transmittal of proposals or 
recommendations under Article VIII of the Con­
vention, shall be the subject of a decision by the 
Commission unless the subject matter has been 
included in the provisional order of business which 
has been circulated through the Executive Secre­
tary to the Commissioners at least 60 days in 
advance of the meeting at which the matter is to 
be discussed. 

FINANCIAL 
~lIl<! 13 
---

The Commission shalt adopt financial reg­
ulations necessary to the conduct of its fiscal 
affairs and may amend them from time to time as 
it thinks fit. 

MEETINGS 
Rule 14 

'1;he Commission shall hold a regular annual 
meeting at its seat or at such othC'r place in North 
America as may be agreed upon by the Commis­
sion. Any other meeting of the Commission may 
be caUed by the Chairman at such time and place 
as he may determinf.', upon the request of the 
Commissioner of a Contracting Government and 
subject to the concurrence of the Commissioners of 
two other Contracting Governments, including 
the Commissioner of a Government in North 
America . 

• 
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COMHlT'l'EEB 
Rule 15 

(a) The Commission may .. t&blish suah ad hoc 
Committees as it considers to be required from 
time to time. 

(6) There shall be & Standing Committee on 
Finance and Administration consisting of one 
Commissioner from each Contracting Govern­
ment who may be assisted by his experts and 
advisers and which shall advise the· Commission on 
matters relating to the Executive Secretary and 
his staff, on the budget of the Commission, on the 
time and place of meetings of the Commission, and 
on publications of the Commission. The Com­
mittee shall choose its own chairman. The 
Executive Secretary shall be an ex-officio member 
of this Committee without vote. 

(c) There sh&II be & Standing Committee on 
Research and Statistics, consisting of one nominee 
from each Contracting Government who may be 
assisted by experts or advisers, and by observers 
from non-Contracting Governments and from the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations and the International Council for Ex­
ploration of the Sea. The Committee shall 
develop and recommend to the Commission BUch 

policies and procedures in the collection, com­
pila.tion, analysis and dissemination of fishery 
statistics as may be necessary to insure that the 
Commission has available at all times complete, 
current, and equivalent statistics on fishery activi­
ties in Convention waters. The Committee shall 
keep under continuous review the research pro­
grams in progress in the Convention Area, and 
shall develop and recommend to the Commission 
from time to' time such changes in existing pro­
grams, or BUM new progr&tn8 as may be deemed 
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desirable. The Committee shall choose its own 
chairman. The Executive Secretary shall be aD 
ex..officio member of this Committee without vote. 

PANELS 

Rule 16 

The Contracting Governments sh&!l Cl'tabIish 
and maintain a Panel for each of the sub-areas 
provided for by Article I of the Convention. 
Each· Contracting Government participating in 
any Panel shall be represented on such Panel by 
its Commissioner or Commissioners, who may be 
assisted by experts or advisers. 

Rule 17 

After tAe Convention has been in force for two 
Ye&l'S, but not before that time, Panel representa.­
tion shall be reviewed annually by the Commis­
sion, which shall have the power, subject to COD­

sultation with the Panel concerned, to determine 
representation on each Pane] on the basis of the 
provisions of Article IV (2) of the Convention. 

Rule IS 

Each Panel mlly adopt, and amend as occasion 
may require, rules of procedure or by-laws for the 
conduct of its meetings and for the exercise of its 
functions and duties. 

LANGUAGE OIP' THE COllIII88ION 

Rule 19. 
---

English shan be the official and working lan~ 
guage of the Commission but, if desired, any other 
language may be used, it being understood that 
persons doing so at meetings will provide their 
own interpreters. All official publications and 
communications of the Commission shall be in 
English. 

26 



RULES OF PROCEDURE - COMMISSION 

RECORDS 011' PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION 

AND OF ITS COlOflTTEE8 

Rule 20 

Reeords of all meetings of the Com.mission shall' 
be provided by the Exeeutive Secretary and shall 
be circulated promptly to all Contracting Gov­
ernments and Commissioners. 

Rule 2i 
Summary mijlutee of the proceedings of all 

meetings of its Committees shall be furnished to 
the Commission. 

REPORTS 

Rule 22 
(ar The Commission shall publish annually, 

folJawing its regular annual meeting, a report of 
its activities during the preceding year. Such re­
port shall include a summary of its findings and 
of statistical, scientific and other information gath­
ered pertaining to the fisheries of the Convention 
Area as wen as the Chairman's Report of the 
Annual Meeting. . 

(6) Com.misslOners should arrange, where fe .... -
bIe, for all- reports on subjects of interest to the 
. Commission which a~· published' in their own 
countries to be sent to the Executive Seeretary 
of the Com.mission for record purposes. English 
trallJ!iations where available should be provided. 

AlmNDILENT OJ' RULES 01' PROOEDURE 

Rule 23 ---
These Rules of Procedure may be amended 

from time to time by a two-thirds majority of the 
votes of all the Contracting Governments, pro­
vided they are not inconsistent with the provisions 
of the Convention. 
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Rules of the Pane!s 

REPRESENTATION 

Each Contracting Government to the Interna­
tional Convention for the Northwest Atlantic 
Fisheries, concluded at Washington on February 
8, 1949, hereafter referred to as the Convention, 
and which participates on the Panel, sh&ll be rep­
resented on the Panel by its Commissioner or 
Commissioners, who may be assisted by experts or 
advisers. 

Rule 2 

A representative or representatives of any Ad­
visory Committee established by any Contracting 
Government pa.rticipat~g in the Panel in accord­
ance with Article V (1) of the Convention may, 
with the """ent of the Contracting Government 
concerned, attend as observers all non-executive 
meetings of the Panel. Prior to each meeting of 
the Panel the Commissioners shall inform the 
Executive Secretary of the names of such Ad­
visory Committee members authorized to attend. 

Rule 3 

Commissioners of Contracting Governments 
not participating in the Panel shall have the right 
to attend the meetings of the Panel as observers, 
and may be accompanied by experts and advisers. 
At any meeting of the Panel, such Commissioners 
shall inform the Executive Secretary or Panel 
Chairman of their attendance and of the names of 
experts and advisers accompanying them. 

VOTING 
Rule 4 

Each Government participating in the Panel 
shall have one vote, which shall be cast by a Com-
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IDlSSlODBr representing that Government. Ob­
servel'S, experts, and advisers may address meet­
ings of the Panel but shall not be entitled to vote. 

Rule 5 

Except ae provided in Rule 12 decisions of the 
Panel shall be taken by a two-thirds majority of 
the votes of a.ll the Governments pa.rticipating in 
the Panel. Votes shall be taken by a show of 
bands, by roll call in the English alpbabetical 
order of the names of the countries, or by ballot, 
as in the opinion of the Chairman appears to be 
most suitable. 

Rule 6 

Between meetings of the Panel or in the case 
of an emergency, a vote of the Commissioners of 
the Governments which p .... ticipate in the Panel 
may be taken by mail, or other means of communi­
cation, in which case decisions also shall be taken 
by a two-thirds majority of the votes of all the 
Governments participating in the Panel. 

CHAIRMAN 
Rule 7 

The Panel oball elect from its members a Ohair­
man for a term of two years who shall be eligible 
for re-election but not to a succeeding term. If 
the office of Cha.irman is vacated 8. new Chairman 
may be elected at the next meeting of the Panel 
for the unexpired balance of the term .. 

Rule 8 

The powers and duties of the Ohairman shall be: 

(a) to declare the opening and closing of each 
meeting of the Panel; 

I Organaation of Panel for Subarea 2 deferrt.d pending 
additional membership. 
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(6) to preside at all meetings of the Panel; 
(c) to decide all questions of order raised a.t 

meetings of the Panel, subject to the right of 
the Commissioner of any participating Govern· 
moot to request that any ruling by the Chairman 
shall be submitted to the Panel for decision by 
votej 

(d) to call for votes and to announce the result 
of the vote to the Panel; • 

(e) to determine after consultation with the 
Commissioners of the Governments participating 
in the Panel the provisional order of business for 
every mcefng and to submit it to the Commission 
for transmission to all Contracting Governments 
and' Commissioners hy the Executive Secretary 
not Jess than 60 days in advance of any meeting 
of the Panel. 

(j) to sign on bim&!f of the Panel a summary 
report of each meeting of the Panel for submission 
to the Commission and the participating Govern­
ments on the Panel; 

(g) generally, to make such decisions and give 
such directions to the Executive SeCl'et&ry as will 
ensure, especially in the interval between the 
meetings of the Panel, that the business of the 
Panel is carried out efficiently snd in accordance 
with its decisions. 

REPORT 
Rule 0 

A summary report of the proceedings of all 
meetings of the Psoel shall be prepared and 
submitted to the Chairman of the Panel. 

Rule 10 
OnDER OF BUSI!(EBS 

No order of busiof'JJS which involves amendment 
of the rules of procedure or recommendations or 
reports under Articles VI (2), VII, or VIII (3) of 
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the Convention BhaIl be the subject of a decision 
by the Panel unI ... the subject matter baa been 
included in the provisional order of buain ... which 
baa been circulated through the Ex.cutive Secre­
tary to a.Il Commissioners at. loaat 60 days in 
advance of the meeting at which the matter is to 
be discuaaed. 

FINANCIAL 
Rule 11 

The Panel BhaIl not incur any expenditure except 
in accordance with directioDs given by the Com­
mission. 

MUTING8 
Rule 12 

Th. Panel BhaIl hold a reguliu' annual meeting 
in conjunction with the annual meeting of the 
Commission. Any other meet.iuga of the· Panel 
may b. ca.Iled by the Chairman at.such tim. and 
place &8 may be agreed upon by a simple majority 
of the Governments participating in the Panel. 

COIOlITTlllBS 
Rule 13 

The Panel may eatabliab such Committees &8 

it considers to be required from time to tim •• 

LANGUA.GE OJ' Tn PANBL 
Rule 14 

English shall be the official and working 
language of the Panel but if desired any other 
language may be used, it being understood that 
persons doing so at meetings will provide their 
own inte.rpreters. All official reports, rE-.com­
mendations and communications of the P"nel 
shall be in English. 
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RECORD OF MEETINGS 

A summary report of all meetings of the Panel 
shaJl be submitted by the Chairman thereof to 
the Commission. 

AMENDMENT OF RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Rule 16 

These rules of procedure may be amended from 
time to time by 8 two-thirds majority of the 
votes of all of the Governments participating in 
the Panel, provided they are not inconsistent with 
provisions of the Convention. 

Financial Regulations 

SECTION I-ApPLICADlL1TY 
/ 

1.1 These reguhi.tions shall govern the financial 
administration of the International Commission 
for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries. 

SECTION II-THE FINANCIAf. YEAR 

2.1 Tbe financial year shall be the period July 
1 to June 30. 

SECTION III-THE BUDGET 

3.1 The annual budget estimates for the ad­
ministrative budget and the special projects 
budget shall he prepared by the Executive 
Secretary. 

3.2 The estimates shall COver income and ex­
penditures for the financial year -to which they 
relate, and shall be presented in the currency of 
the country in which the seat of the Commission 
is located. 

3.3 The annual budgot estimates shall be divid­
ed into Parts, Sections, Chapters, and Articles 
corresponding to the organization and program 
and shall be accompanied by such infonna.tion 
Jlnn('xes and explanatory statements as ma.y be 
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requested on behalf of the Commission, and such 
further annexes or statements as the Executive 
Secretary may deem necessary an~ useful. 

3.4 The Executive Secretary shoJI submit at 
the regular annual meeting of the Commission 
budget estimates for the followiog financial year. 
The estimates shoJI be transmitted to oJI Member 
States at least sixty days prior to the opening of 
the regular &JlD.ual meeting of the Commission. 

3.5 Upon submission of the estimates at the. 
regular annual meeting of the Commission, they 
shoJI be referred to the Standing Committee on 
Finance and Administration for examination. 

3.6 The· Standing Committee on Finance and 
Administration shall prepare a. report to the 
Commission. 

3.7 The budget for the tollowiog financial yea.r 
shoJI be a.doptod by the Commission after con­
sideration of the report on the estimates by the 
Standing Commit.toe on Finance and A dmjnis­
tration. 

3.8 Supplementary eetima.tes may be submitted 
by the Executive Secretary when and 88 he may 
deem necessary. 

3.9 The Executive' Secretary shall prepare 
Bupplementary estima.tes in 8. form conaistent with 
the annual estimates and shoJI submit such 
estimates at the regular annual meeting of the 
Commiesion the necesea.ry 60 days notice having 
been given. The Standing Committee on Fintonce 
and Administration shall review such estimates 
and report therecn. 

SECTION IV-APPROPRIATIONS 

4.1 The appropriations voted by the Commis· 
sion shaJl COnBtitute an authorization to the 
Executive Secreta.ry to incur obligations and make 
pa.yments for the purpoees for which the appro-
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priations were voted. and up to the amounts 80 

voted. 
4.2 Appropriations shall he available foroQliga­

tion during the financial year to whicb they relate. 
4.3 Appropriations shall remain ava.ilable for 

twelve months following the end of the financial 
year to which they relate to the extent that they 
are required to discharge obligll.tions in respect of 
goods supplied and services rendered in' the 
financial year and to liquida.te any other outetand~ 
ing legal obligation of the y~ Tb$"tJ. 
the appropriations shall be S~F8il1' ~ 
.aM. with Rsg,.Jption 52 (d).:-' ~ . 

4.4 At the end of the twelve-month period 
provided in Regulation 4.3 above, the then re-

E~~~~~<\ aee~)1f 

~ Any unliquidated prior year obligationa 
shaJl at the time be cancelled, or, where the 
obligation remains a· valid charge, tr&nsfarred .. 
an obligation againat current appropriations.~ 

4:.5 No transfer between appropriation sections 
may be made without a.uthorization by the 
Commission. 

SECTION V-PROVISION OF FUNDS 

5.1 The appropriations, subject to the adjust­
ments effected in accordance with the provisions 
of Regulation 5.2,. shall be financed by contri­
butions from Member States, in accordance with 
the provisions of Article XI, paragrapbe 3 and 5 of 
the International Convention for tbo Northwest 
Atlantic Fisheries. Pending the receipt of such 
contributions, the appropriations may be financed 
from the Working Capital Fund. 

5.2 In the 8.88essment of the contributions of 
Member States, adjustments sball be made to the 
amounts of the appropriations approved by the 
Commission for the following financial year in 
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respect of: 
(a) Supplementary appropriotions for which 

contributions have not previously been assessed 
on the Member Statesj 

(6) Miscellaneouo income for which credit. ~ ../ 
not previously been taken into account, U ~ 
acijudment.s jn satim bed miBt:eil Beee meBBl8 ~ 
~ol1s1y taken iIlte BeeBetj ~~ 

(0) Contributions reeulting from the ........ 
menta of new Member States under the provisions 
of Regulation 5.8; 

-(6) AB,' lullaBgg 9f tag 'ppMp;iatieBB Slt1"~ 

rendered UDder RegnJetioDIl 4.a a.nd 4:.4. 

5.3 After the Commission hoe adopted the 
budget and determined the amount of the Working 
Capital Fund, the Executive Secretary shall: 

(a) Transmit the relevant document. to Mem­
ber Statesj 

(6) Inform Member States of their commit­
ments in respect of annual contributions and 
advances to the Working Capital Fund; 

(0) Request them to remit their contributions 
and advances.·· 

5.4 Contributions and advances shall be COD­

sidered as due and payable in full within thirty 
days of the receipt of tbe communication of the 
Executive Secretary referred to in Regulation 5.3 
above, or as of the first da.v of the financial ye .. to 
which they relate, whichever is the later. As of 
the first day of the following financial year, the 
unpaid balance of such contributions and ad­
vances shall be considered to be one year in 
arrears. 

5.5 Annual contributions and advances to the 
Working Oapital Fund shall be ....... d and paid 
in the currency of the country in which the seat 
of the Commission is located, or 8S provided for in 
Article XI.6 of the Internatioual Oonvention for 
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the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries. 
5.6 PlI.flllents made by a Memi>!lr State shall be 

credited first to the Working Capital Fund and 
then to the contributions due in the order in which 
the Member State wae aeeeeeed. 

5.7 The Executive Secretary shall submit to the 
regular 8Iin~ meeting of the Commission 8. report 
on the oolleOtion of oontributione and advaneee to 
the Working Capital Fund. 

5.8 New Member Stat .. sh&lI be required to 
make 8. contribution for the year in which they 
become mezqbers, and provide their proportion of 
the total advaneee to the Working Capital Fund 
consistent with the provisions of Article XI, para­
graphs 3 and 5, of the Convention. New Member 
States whose ratifications become effective during 
the firet six monthe of a financial year sh&ll be 
required to pay a full year's assessment. New 
Member States whose ratifications become effec­
tive during the last six months of a financial year 
shall be required to pay one-half year'. ass ..... 
ment. 

SECTION VI-FuNDS 

6.1 There shall be established a Gener&! Fund 
for the purpose of accounting for the expenditures 

~ 
of the Commieeion. The contributione paid by 
Member States under Regulation 5.1, miscel-

V. l.f.aoous incomEl, and any advances made from the 
. ."Working Capital Fund to finance general expendi­
I'" tur ... halI be credited to the Gener&! Fund. 

6.2 There shall be established a Working' 
Capital Fund in an amount and for pUrpoSCB to be 

I . determined from time to time by the Commission. 
I \ The source of monies of the Working Capital 
\\ Fund .hall be advances from Member States 

determined in the same manner as the contribution 
to the Annual administrative budget.----- c:e...... ... ~ ;t 

6.:J Advances made by Member Stare. to the • 

36 



FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 

Working Capital Fund shall be carried to the 
credit of the Member States which have made such 
advances. 

6.4 Mvancce made .from the Working Capital 
Fund to finance budgetary appropriations during 
a financial year shall be reimbursed to the Fund as , . 
eoon as and to the extent that income is available ! .. 

for that purpose. 
6.5 Except when such adV&neeB are recoverable 

from BOrne other source, advances made from the 
Working Capital Fund for unforeseen and extrao .... 
dinary expenses or other authorized purposeB 
shall be reimbursed through the submission of 
supplementary eetimates. 

h·t.. ' 
SECTION VII--OrUBB INCOIIE 

7.1 All other ineome except: 

(a) Contributions to the administrative budget 
and to the special projects budget; 

(b) Refunds of direct expendituree made during 
the financial year; 

~l Adv::l o~ d?!'osits to 11'unds~' ~ ,J ::1---. ---.:~ &- .~'-- . 
sh be ell .. misceffaileous meo r eredit 
to the General Fund. 

SEaI'ION VIll-CU8TODY 01' FUNDS 

8.1 The Executive Secretary shall designate the 
bank or banks in which the funds of the Commis­
sion shall be kept. 

SBCTION IX-INTERNAL CONTROL 

9.1 The Executive Secretary shall: 

(a) Establish detailed financial proceduree in 
order to ensure effective financial administration 
and the exercise of economy; 

(b) Cause all payments to be made on the basis 
of supporting vouchers and other dooIDDents 
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which ensure that the services or goods have been 
received, and that payment has not previous1y 
been made; 

(0) Designate the officers of the secretariat who 
may receive monies, incur obligations and make 
payments on behalf of the Commission; 
• (d) Maintain an intel'Illll financial control which 

sh&ll proVide for an effective current examination 
and/or review of financial transactioDS in order 
to ensure: 

(i) The regularity of the receipt, custody and 
dieposal of all funds and other financial resouroes 
of the Commission; 

(ii) The conformity of obligations and expendi­
tures with the appropriations or other financial 
provision voted by the Commission; 

(iii) The economic use of the resonrces of the 
Commission. 

9.2 No obligations ehall be incurred until allot­
ments or other appropriate authorizations have 
been made in Writing under the authority of the 
Executive Secretary, 

9.3 The Executive Secretary may, after full 
investigation, authorize the writing oft' of losses 
of cash, stores and other assets, provided that a 
statement of all such amounts written off shall 
be euhmitted to the Auditore with the arulUai 
accounts. 

9.4 Tenders for equipment, Bupplies and other 
requirements shaJl be 1m-ited by advertisement, 
except where the Executive Secretary deems that, 
in the interests of the Commission, a departure 
from the rule is deoirable. 

SECTION X-THE ACCOUNT8 

10.1 The Executive Secretary ehall maintain 
such accounting records as are necessary and'ehall 
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submit annual accounts showing for tbe financial 
year to which tbey rsIate: 

(a) The income and expenditures, 
(6) The status of appropriations, including: 

(i) The original budget appropriations; 
(ii) The appropriations as modified by BOY 

transfers; 
(iii) Credits, if BOY, other than tbe appropria­

tions voted by tbe Commission; 
(iv) The amounts charged against tbo .. appro­

priations and/or otber credits; 
(e) The .... ts and liabiliti .. of tbe CommiBsion. 

He shall a1so give such otber information as may 
be appropriate to indioate tbe current financi&l 
position of the Commjssion. 

10.2 The annual accounts and accounting 
records of the Commission shall be presented in 
tbe currency of tbe countrY in which tbe ... t of 
tbe CommiBsion is looated. 

10.3 The annual accounts ohaI\ be BUhmitted 
by tbe Exacutive Secretary to the Auditors not 
later than ninety days following tbe end of the 
financi&l year. 

SBCTION XI-EXTERNAL AUDIT 

11.1 The Commission shall employ exterDai 
auditors who may be removed only by tbe Com­
mission. 

11.2 Having regard to tbe budgetry provisions 
for tbe audit, and after consultation witb tbe 
Standing Committee on Finance and Administra­
tion relative to tbe scope of tbe audit, tbe Auditors 
shall perform. such an audit as tbey dsem nac .... 
sary to certify: 

(a) That tbe financial statements are in accord 
witb tbe books and records of tbe Commission; 
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(6) Tbat tbe financial transactions reflected in 
the statements have been in accordance with the 
rules and regulations, the b'udgetary provisions, 
and other applicable directiv .. ; 

(0) That the monies on deposit and 011 band 
have been verified by certificate received direct 
from the Commission's depositories or by actual 
count. 

11.3 Subject to the directions of the Commis­
sion, the Auditors shall be the sole judge as to 
the acceptance in whole or in part of the certifica­
tions by the Executive Secretary and may proceed 
to sucb detailed examination and verifications as 
they cbOOBS of all financial records, including those 
relating to supplies and equipment. 

11.4 The Auditors may affirm by test the re­
liability of the internal audit, and may make sueb 
reports with reapoct thereto .as they may desm 
necessary to the Commiasion, to the Standing 
Committ ... on Finance and Adniinistrstion or to 
the Exocutire Secretary. 

11.6 The Auditors and their at&ff shall have 
free accees at all convenient tim .. to all books of 
account and records which are, in the opinion of 
the Auditoi:s, necessary for the performance of 
the audit. 'Information classified in the record. 
of the Executive Secretary as confidential, and 
whieb is recjuired for the purposes of the audit, 
shall be made available <>n application to the 
Executive Secretary. 

11.6 Tbe Auditors, in addition to eertifying the 
accounts, may make such observations as they 
deem necessary with reapect to the efiiciency of 
the financial proeedures, the' accounting .ystem, 
the internal financial controls and, in general, the 
financial conaequences of administrstive practi .... 
In no case, however, shall the Auditors include 
criticism in their audit report without first d-
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fording the Executive Secretary an opportunity 
of explanation to the Auditors of the matter 
under observation. Audit objections to any item 
in the accounts shall be immediately communi­
cated to the Executive Secretary. 

11.7 The Auditors shall have no power to dis­
allow items in the accounts, but shall draw to the 
attention of the Executive Secretary for appropri­
ate action any transaction concerning which they 
entertain doubt as to legality or propriety. 

11.8 The Auditors shall prepare a report on the 
accounts certure~ana- on--any matters on which 
the Commission by resolution thereon may from 
time to time give specific instructions. 

11.9 The Auditors shall submit their report to 
the Commission not later than six months follow­
ing the end of the financial year to which the ac­
counts relate. The Standing Committee on Fi­
nance and Administration sha.ll forward to the 
Commission its comments, if 8IlY, on the audit 
report. 

SECTION XII-BoNDING 

12.1 The Executive Secretary shall be bonded 
in Canadian currency by any repu table Bonding 
Company in such amount as may be determined 
by the Commission from time to time. The cost 
of the premium therefor shall be assumed by the 
Commission. 

SECTION XIII-DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY 

~ 13.1 The Executive Secretary may delE'.gate to 
other officers of the Secretariat such of his powers 
88 he considers necessary for the effective imple. 
mentation of these regulations. 

SECTION .XIV -GENERAL PROVISIONS 

14.1 These regulations shall be effective as of 
the date of their approval by the Commission, and 
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may be amended only by the Commission. 
14.2 In """" of doubt as to the interpretation 

and application of any of the foregoing regulations, 
the Executive Secretary is authorized. to rule 
thereon after consultation with the Chairman. 
(from Report of the First Annual Meeting) 

7. The Working Capital Fund 

The Working Capital Fund was set at the 
amount of U.S. $5 ,000. in 1951. Bya Com­
mission decision at the 1952 Annual Meeting 
it was fixed at Can. $5,266.60. At the 1957 
Annual Meeting the Commission agreed that 
the Working Capital Fund be increased to 
Can. $10,000: as of July 1, 1958. 

8. Annual Meetings 

The Commission has held the following 
annual meetings. 
1951 - Washington, D.C., U.S.A. 
1952 - st. Andrews, N.B., Canada. 
1953 - New Haven, Conn., U.S.A. 
1954 - Halifax, N. S. , Canada. 
1955 - ottawa, Ont. , Canada. 
1956 - Halifax, N. S., Canada. 
1957 - Estoril, Portugal. 
1958 - Halifax, N.S., Canada../ 
1959 - Montreal, Que., Canada. V ....,,;..-. 
I~'" -~ &'"'"" 

The i95~ meeting was followed by a joint 
worlqohop by FAO. ICES and lCNAF on 
Population Dynamics and Selectivity of Fish­
ing Gear. May 27 -June 3. in Estorn. 

\,(" _ \JJ .... ~"r42 (,::\C 
,. . 1 (.~l' 
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CHAIRMEN, HEADQUARTERS, STAFF 

Interim meetIngs of Pane1s, Committees 
and Groups of Advisers and Experts have 
been held from time to time; among these 
are mentioned: a meetIng of the Special 
Committee on the Commission I 8 Research 
Program on 26-27 September, 1952, In 
Copenhagen, Denmark; a meetIng of the 
StandIng Committee on Research and Statis­
tics (concerning methods for the study of 
fisheries problems) on 1-10 March, 1956, 
In Biarritz, France; an Expert MeetIng on 
Fishery Statistics In the North Atlantic Area 
held joIntly by F AO, ICES and ICNAF In 
Edinburgh, Scotland, September 1959; and a 
Redfish Symposium held joIntly by ICES and 
ICNAF In Charlottenlund, Denmark, OCtober 
1959, -r~1r~1 1:, 1'" ~ _ ",.-..I- ,f,II.., .... >Ii. 

I'n"(. I t' I 

9. Commission's Chairmen, 
Headquarters, and Staff 

1951--52 -(1) HilaryJ. Deason, U.S.A. 
(2) A.T.A.Dobson, U.K. 

1952-53 - J.L.Kask, U.S.A. 
1953 --55 - Stewart Bates, Canada 
1955-57 - Tavares de Almeida, Portugal 
1957 --59 - K. Sunnanaa, Norway 
1959-i., V'A. J. Suomela, U.S.A. 
i" 0' ~'6-, I(, c/u.l, ,( .. ,,~ti .. 

If" In"1'9S'{'th',; h't.urciUarters of the Commis­
sion was established In St. Andrews, N.B., 
Canada, on the premises of the Atlantic 
Biological Station. In September 1953 it was 

( ... ) ,< &--------

If ~"3/6 ~ 1< s: .. ~ 
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moved to Halifax, N.S., Canada, where Jj; is 
located on the campus of Dalhousie Univer­
sity. 

The staff of the secretariat included in 
1951 an Executive IjwJl,-tary and a Clerk­
stenographer; now '(J.e'iI1i) an Executive-

Secretary. a P' ] If''' Statistician, a 
Secretary. a Clerk-Stenographer, and a 
Typist. 

10. Publications 

The Commission' s publications are es-
tablished in ~ series: 

1. Annual Proceedings 
2. Statistical Bullstin 
3. sampling Yearbook 
4. Special Publications 

f. {l...-J... ~ 

(0. C-..4-) ~ ~ 
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11. ICNAF Regulations 

Il Regulation of the haddock trawl fishery 
In Subarea I) , proposed by the Commission 
at the 1952 Annual Meeting: 

That appropriate action be taken by Con­
tracting Governments to prohibit the taking 
of haddock (Melanogrammus aeglejinus) 
by persons under their jurisdiction in 
Sub-area 5, with a trawl net which has a 
mesh size of less than fouT and one half 
-inches. For the purpose of this proposal the 
size of the mesh shall be taken to be the 
average of any ten consecutive meshes of 
the trawl net selected at the discretion of the 
enforcement officer and measured individ-· 
ually stretched diagonally while wet, with a 
flat wedge-shaped gauge having a taper of 
two inches in nine inches and a thickness of 
three thirty-seconds of an inch, inserted into 
the mesh under a pressure of twelve pounds. 

ii The provisions of the immediately preced­
ing paragraph shall apply to a vessel which 
shall have in its possession at the time 
haddock amounting to five thousand pounds 
avoirdupois or more or amountj~g to ten 
per cent or more of the weight of all fish 
on board, whichever is the larger. It shall 
not apply to government fishery research 
vessels or to other vessels authorized by a 
Contracting Government to use a smaller 
mesh for purposes of scientific investigation. 
Such Contracting Government shall report 
to the Commission the number and names 
of such research vessels or other vessels so 
authorized. 
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iii (1) No vessel while operating in Subwarea 
5 shall use any device by means of 
which the mesh in any part of a trawl 
net is obstructed or otherwise in 
effect diminished. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of the 
foregoing sub-paragraph, it shall not 
be deemed unlawful to attach to the 
underside" of the cod-end of a trawl 
net any canvas, netting, or other 
material, for the purpose of prevent­

ing or reducing wear and tear. 

(from Second Annual Report) 

This proposal was submitted to the 
Depositary Government, U ,S,A., who cir­
culated it to the member countries, Notifi­
cations of acceptance were given by Canada 
and U ,S.A, , the two countries participating 
in the Panel for Subarea 5, and the proposal 
beoame ttij'ective for all contracting 
G~vernments on 13 June, 1953, 

8- Amendments to regulation of the ~k 
trawl fishery in<6ubarea 5, proposed by the 
Commission at the 1953 Annu~ Meeting: 

Delete the first paragraph and substitute: 

"That the Contracting Governments 
take appropriate action to prohibit the taking 
of haddock (~l[elanogrammus aeglefinus) 
in Subarea 5 by persons under their juris­
diction with a trawl net having a mesh size 
less than four and olie:.half inch os when 
measured wet after use, or having a mesh 
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"ize when measured dry before use less than 
the equivalent of four and oIle-half inches 
wet measurement after use. For the pur­
poses of this proposal, the four and one-half 
inch mesh size when measured wet after use 
shall be taken to be: 
&. In the cod end of the net, the average of 

the measurements of each mesh in any 
series of fifty consecutive meshes running 
parallel to the long axis of the ood end 
and beginning at the &fter end of the 
cod end. such series to be at least ten 
meshes from the lacings and to be meas­
ured with a fi&t, wedge-shaped g"uge 
having a taper of two inches in nine 
inches and a thickness of three thirty­
seconds of an inch. inserted into the 
meshes under a. pressure of not less than 
ten nor more than fifteen pounds, and; 

b. In any part of the net other than the 
cod end. the ave/age of the measurements 
of each mesh in any series of twenty 
consecutive meshes, such series to be 
at least ten meshes from the lacings and 
to be measured with " fiat, wedge­
shaped gauge having a taper of two 
inches in nine inches and a thickness 0 i 
.t.hree thirty~seconds of an inch, inserted 
into the meshes under a. pressure of 
not less than ten nor more than fifteen 
pounds. 

(from Annual Procee<lings Vol. 3) 

These amendments were submitted to 
the Depositary Government, U.S. A. , who 
ciroulated them to the member countries. 
Notifications of acceptance were given by 
Canada and U.S.A., the two countries par-
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ticipatlng In the Panel for Subarea 5, and 
the amendments became effective for all 
contracting Governments on 1 January, 1954. 

e Regulations of the cod pod haddook trawl 
fisheries In Subareas 3, 4, and 5; for Sub­
area 5 the regulation substitutes the one In 
forC8(A and B above). -Prop<>se.t by the 
Commission at its 1955 Annual Meeting: 

I. That the Contracting Governm~nts take 
appropriate action to prohibit (except as pro­
vided in paragraph II) the taking of cod, Godu. 
callarias L., and haddock, M ela1WflrammuB aeg­
lefinuB (L.), in Subarea 5 by persons under their 
jurisdiction with tra.wl nets having a mesh size 
less than 41 inches or 114 mm. manila twine when 
measured wet after use, or less than the equiva­
lent thereof when measured dry before use, When 
trawl nets other than IDa.nila are used. they shall 
have a selectivity equivalent to that of a. 41-
inch or 114 mm. manila tra.wl net. For the pur­
pose of this proposal, the 41- inch or 114 mm. mesh 
size when measured wet after use shall be taken 
to he: 

(a) In the cod-end of the net, the average 
of the measurements of any fifty con­
secutive meshes running parallel to the 
long axis of the cod·end, beginning at 
the after end of the cod-end, and being 
at least ten meshes from the lacings, or, 
if the cod--end is less than 50 meshes in 
length, the average of the measurements 
01 the meshes in any series of consecu­
tive mesh .. running the full length of 
the cod-end, parallel to the long axis 
of the cod-ond aud at least ten meshes 
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from the lacings. such measurements 
to be made with a flat wedge-shaped 
gauge having a taper of 2 om~ in 8 om. 
and a thickness of 3/32 in. or 2.3 mm., 
inserted into the meshes under a pres­
sure of not less than 10 lb. or 4.5 kg. 
nor more than 151h. or 6.8 kg. and 

(b) In any part of the net other· than the 
cod-end the average of the measure­
ments of the meshes in any series of 
twenty consecutive meshes, such series 
to be at least ten meshes from the lac­
ings, and such measUl'ements to be 
made with a flat wedge-shaped gauge 
having a taper of 2 em. in 8 em. and a 
thickness of 3/32 in. or 2.3 mm., in­
serted into the meshes under a pressure 
of not le.s than 10 lb. or 4.5 kg. nor 
more than 15 lb. or 6.8 kg. 

II. That in order to avoid impairment of 
fisheries conducted primarily for other species and 
which take _an quantities of cod and haddock 
incidentally, the Contra.cting Governments per­
mit perBOIlB under their jurisdictions to take cod 
and haddock with trawl nets having a mesh size 
less than that proposed in the preceding p~a­
graph, so long as such persons do not have in 
possession on board a vessel fishing primarily 
for other species, cod or haddock in amounts in 
excess of 5000 lb. or 2265 kg. for each, or ten per 
cent by weight for each, of all fish on board such 
ves~elr whichever is greater. 

III. That the Contracting Governments pro­
hibit the use, by any person to whom this pro­
posal would apply, of any means or device, other 
than those described in paragraph IV, which 
would obstruct the meshes of the trawl net or 
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which would otherwise. in effect, diminish the 
size of the meshes of the trawl net. 

IV. That the Contraeting Governments per­
mit (1) any canva.s, netting. or other material to 
he attaehed to the underside only of the cod-end 
of a trawl net to reduce and prevent damage and 
(2) a rectangnlar piece of nettiAg to be attached 
to the upper .ide 01 the cod-end 01 the trawl net 
to reduce &nd prevent damage so long a.s such 
netting conforms to the following conditions: 

(a.) This netting shall not have 8. mesh size 
Ie •• than that specified in paragraph I. 
For the purposes of this Bub-paragraph, 
the 4~ inch or 114 mm. mesh size when 
measured wet after use shall be taken 
to be the average of the measurements 
of twenty consecutive meshes in a. 
series across the netting, such measure­
ments to be made with a like gauge in­
serted into the meshes as specified in 
paragraph I hereof. 

(b) This netting may be fastened to the 
cod-end only along the forward and 
lateral edges of the netting and at no 
other place in it a.nd shall not exceed 
16 meshes in length counted parallel to 
the long axis of the cod-end. . 

(e) The width of this netting shall he at 
least one and a half times the width of 
the area of the cod-end which is cov­
ered, such widths to be measured at 
right angles to the long axis of the cod­
end. 
The same mesh regulation was re­
commended for Subarea 4. 

Basically the same mesh regula.tion was 
recommended for Subarea 3, the mesh 
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,_r ~ .. ' r /size here to be only 4 inches or 102 rom. 
" .~ ,'\ with the necessary consequent changes 

,. ,.~':I in the protective netting. 
/'~ ~\"'~ (from Annual Proceedings Vo!.5) 

Y D. Amendments to regulations of the cod 
and haddock trawl fisheries in Subareas 3. 
4 and 5 ( see item C above). • Proposed by 

'the Commission in its 1956 Annual Meeting: 
~(1) That paragraph two (II) of the proposal 

concerning the regulation of the cod 
and haddock fishery in Subarea 5 
adopted by the Commission at it, Fifth 
Annual Meeting be amended by the 
addition of the folloWing words: 

/\ "or so long as such a. person does 
.; .. (\ \. not catch, in any period of twelve 

'" rf.r'" I ~ months, cod or haddock in quantities 
v !o\,' ') in excess of 10% for each species of 

" , • > "~ 'I' all the trawl-caught fi,h taken by 
.)r '-::.' \ such persons in that period of twelve 

months." 

e" ;- (2) That the following be added to the pro­
posed mesh regulations of the cod and 
haddock fishery in both Subareas 3 
and 4: 

"Provided that paragraph IV is 
in a.beyance and shall enter into 
force on July 1. 1957, uul .. , the 
Government of France informs the 
Depositary Government of its con· 
tinued objection prior to June 1, 
1957:' 

E. AmendmADts to regulations of the ~ 
and haddock trawl fisheries in Subareas l!.. 
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4 and 6 (see items C and D above). Pro­
posed by the Commission in its 1957 Annual 
Meeting: 

That Section IV (b) of the Mesh Regulations ~.v.:" 
for Subareas 3, 4, and 5 adopted at the Fifth y\'\i 
Annual Meeting (Annual Proceedings Vol. 5,· (;"11'6 ~ , 

1954-55. page 12) be amended to read as, ),,')/1 
follows: Y J'" 

"This netting may be fastened to the 
cod-end only along the forward and 
lateral edges of the netting and at no 
other place in it, and shall be fastened 
in such a manner that it ext-ends forward 
of the splitting strap no more than four 
meshes and ends not less than four 
meshes in front of the cod line mesh." 

,. 

These proposals were submitted to the 
Depositary Government, who circulated them 
to the member countries. After acceptance 
by the Governments concerned, the 1955 pro­
posals became effective for all member 
cOlmtries on 29 November, 1957, and the 
1956 amendments on 1 January, 1958. 

The 1957 amendments 'are still under 
consideration by U . S. S. R, which oaIy ad­
hered to the Convention on 10 April, 1958. 
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PRESENT STATUS OF COMMISSION 

12. Present Status of the Commission, 
J' its Panels, Standing Committees 

and Secretariat as of 1 Jan. ,1962. 

Member countries: Canada, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Iceland, Italy, 
Norway, Portugal, Spain, Union of 
S9viet Socialist Republics, United 
Kingdom, United States c:i. America. 
Chairmen: 
Chairman of Commission: 

G. R. Clark, Canada. 
Vice-Chairman: 

B. Dinesen, Denmark. 
Chairman, Panel 1: 

K. Sunnanaa, Norway. 
Chairman, Panel 2: 

B. C. Engholm, U.K. 
Chairman, Panel 3: 

G. K. Izevsky, U.S.S.R. 
Chairman, Panel 4: 

G. Cannone, Italy. 
Chairman, Panel 5: 

H. R. Earle, Canada. 
Chairman, Standing Committee on 

Finance and Administration: 
J. Howard MacKichan, Canada. 

Chairman, Standing Committee on 
Research and Statistics: 
R. J. H. Beverton, U. K. 
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Groups of Advisers have been 
established for all Panels. 
Panel memberships are as follows: 
Panel 1 2 3 4 5 Total 
Canada + + + + 4. 
Denmark + 1 
France + + + + 4. 
Germany + + 2 
Iceland + 1 
Italy + + 2 
Norway + 1~ 
W~gal i t T-

+ + 4 
Spain + + + + 4 
USSR + + + + ... ;JS 
UK + + + 3 
USA + + + 3 
Total 9 7 8 6 2 s,i " 
Secretariat 
Executive-Secretary - Erik M. Poulsen 
Biologist-Statistician -B. F. Calvin Debaie 
Secretary - Margaret Henderson 
Clerk-Stenographer - Jean Maclellan 
Typist - Else Poulsen 
Address: 
Educational Building, Dalhousie University 
Halifax, N. S., Canada. 
Telephone: 422-5891 
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Supplement to pp. 19,43,44 and 53 
To follow on p. 19, item 5: 
The following Declaration on Molluscs 
was signed in Washington 24 April, 
1961, by all Member Countries: 

"The Governments parties to the 
International Commission for the 
Northwest Atlantic Fisheries --­
hereby declare their understanding 
that the words" fish" ," fishes" , 
"fishery" , "fisheries" and "fishing" 
as they appear 'in the Convention 
include and apply to molluscs, as 
well as finny fishil • 

6. A Resolution to bring harp and hood 
seals under the provisions of the 
Convention was adopted at the 1961 
Annual Meeting. Following this the 
Depositary Government has prEP ared 
and by note of 14 August, 1961, 
transmitted to the Contracting 
Governments for their consideration 
a draft Protocol relating to harp and 
hood seals. The Protocol includes 
that the provisions of the Convention 
shall be applicable with respect to 
harp and hood seals, that a panel for 
harp and hood seals shall be established 
and maintained, and that proposals 
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regarding these seals shall be treated 
in accordance with the Convention 
Article VITI. 
To follow on p. 43 item 8: 
Annual M:eeting 1960-Bergen, Norway. 
Annual Meeting, 1961-Wash!ngton, D. C. 

U.S.A. (add. meetings of Standing 
Committee on Research and 
Statistics, Woods Hole, Mass. 

In connection with the 1961 Annual 
Meeting the Commission held a 
Symposium on North Atlantic Fish 
Marking in Woods Hole, 29 May -
3rd June. 
In 1959 the Commission appointed a 
group of 6 scientists to process and 
evaluate data on Fishery Assessment 
in relation to Regulation Problems. 
The group held two midLyear meetings 
and met also during the 1960 and 1961 
Annual Meetings. A final report by 
the Group was considered by the 
Commission at the 1961 Annual 
Meeting. The report will be printed 
by the Commission. 
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At the 1960 Annual Meeting the 
Commission established a Working 
Party of six fisheries hydrographers 
and biologists to advise on questions 
related to Environmental Studies. 

The Party met in March, 1961, and a 
report from the Party was considered by . 
the Commission at the 1961 Annual 
Meeting; the report is published in 
the 1961 Redbook. 

To follow on page 44, item 10. 
The Co=ission t s publications 
include: 
1. Annual Proceedings 
2. Statistical Bulletin 
3. Special Publications 
4. Sampling Yearbook (annual) 
5. Red Book (annual meeting 

proceedings and selected 
papers) 

6. List of Fishing Vessels 
(triannual) 

No. 4,5 ;md 6 are mimeographs 
and have only a restricted 
distribution. 
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To follow on page 53 (Regulations): 
The 1957 amendments to the ICNAF 

trawl regulations came into force for 
Subar61 5 on 28 Sept. 1958 and for 
Subarea 4 on 22 April, 1960; they have 
not yet (due to reservations to be made 
for stern trawlers) been enforced 
for Subarea 3. 

At the 1961 Annual Meeting the 
Commission after consideration of the 
Assessment Report (vide cont.~ to p. 43 
item 8), adopted proposals for trawl 
regulations as follows. 
1. The prQ!llbition of the taking of 
groundfish in Subareas 1:,2 ,and ,3 (except 
for redfish, .,!!ebastes, in Divisions 3N, 
30 and 3P) with trawls 'having a mesh 
size less than 114 mm or 4 1/%." as 
measured by the ICNAF gauge on 
manila twine wet after use or 
equivalents thereof when measured 
dry before use or for trawls other 
than manila. 
2. The prohibition of the taking of 
cod, haddock and flounders in Subarea 
4 with trawls having a mesh size less 
than 114 mm of 4 1/2" as measured 
by the ICNAF gauge on manila twine 
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wet after use or equivalents thereof 
when measured dry before use or for 
trawls other than manila. 

The paragraphs in these proposals 
concerning method for the measurement 
of meshes, exemptions for fisheries <, 

primarily for other species and the use 
of saving gear are similar to those for 
the already existing regulations. 

The complete text of the proposals 
is rendered in the Chairman I s Report 
of the 1961 Annual Meeting printed in 
"Annual Proceedings" , Volll. 

The :proposals were transmitted 
by the Depositary Government to 
Member Governments on 24 July, 1961. 

For Subarea 3 and 4 the proposals 
shall be substituted for those at 
present in force. 

The above minimum mesh of 114 mm 
as measured by the ICNAF gauge 
corresponds to ca. 110 mm as measured 
by the ICES gauge. 
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