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INTERNAnONAL COMMISSION FOR !HE NOR!HWEST ATLANTIC RSHERIES· 

Serial No. 1718 
(B. e. 66) 

Proceedings No. Z 

ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1966 

Report of Meeting of Panel 1 

Tuesday, 7 June. 1600 hr. 

1. The meeting was opened by the Chairman. Dr H. A. Cole (UK). Repre-
sentatives of all member countries of the Panel were present. 

Z. Rapporteur. Mr B. B. Parrish (UK) was appointed as Rapporteur. 

3. Agenda. The agenda as circulated was amended by the introduction of 
West Greenland salmon as a separate item. 

4. Panel Membership. No changes in panel membership were proposed. 

5. Rep>rt of Scientific Advisera. The Chairman of Scientific Advisers 
(Dr P. M. Hansen, Derunal'k) presented a summary of the status of fisheriee 
and reeearches carried out in Subarea 1 (ReB. Doc. 66/82). The Report of the 
Meeting of Scientific Advisers (Appendix I) was aleo considered. Dr Hansen 
was thanked by the Chairman forlhis excellent and informative 8um:rm.ry. 

6. West Greenland Salmon. The Chairman drew the Panel's attention to the 
draft Report of the ICES/ICNAF Joint Working Party on North Atlantic Salmon 
(Res. Doc. 66/78). He informed the Panel that the draft report had not yet re­
ceived the approval;of all members of the Working Party c:Jt ~:mE~cP.iaiing 
their approval, the report mult be regarded as proviSional and no part of its 
concluliona could be released to the press. He had been informed that steps 
were being taken to circulate the draft report to all member e of the Working 
Party and to the President of ICES and to obtain the approval of ICES for a 
joint press statement. 

The Panel noted that the Research and Stathtic8 Committee, through 
its Asaeasment Subcommittee. had examined the draft report and had en­
dorsed its recommendations for further research and had recommended that 
ICNAF scientflts give every a.sfltance in carrying them out. In this con­
nection the UK delegate expressed appreciation of the help given by Denmark 
in the development of a cooperative research program. 

The Panel agreed that step a should be taken to ensure that the recom­
mendations of the Working Party regarding future reaearch could be 
implemented and 

recommended 

that the ICES/ICNAF Joint Working Party on North Atlantic Salmon 
continue ita .tudies and be given the neceBsary .upport to enable it 
to do so and prelent a further agreed report at the 1967 meeting of 
the Commission. 

7. Review of Conservation Measures and Requirements including conliider­
ation of further rotective measures for amall cod at West Greenland and the 
effects of a pOlsible c osure of Store Hellefiske Bank. The Chairman drew 
attention to the final Report of the Greenland Cod Working Group (Res. Doc. 
66/77), the supporting papero (Re •• Doc •• 66/18, 66/56 and 66/n) and the 
relevant section of the Report of the Research and Statfltic8 Committee. The 

(over) 
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Research and Statistics Committee had supported the main conclusions of the 
Working Group which showed that long-term gains in catches of cod could be 
expected in Subarea 1 a8 a whole both from the closure of Div.lB to trawlers 
alone or to all forms of fishing. and from an increase in mesh size to 150 mm 
either alone or together with closure. It was noted that no mesh regulations 
were currently in force in Subarea 1. 

After a statement by the representative of Denmark in support of its 
1965 proposal for the closure of Div.lB to trawlers. representatives of all 
member countries commented on the conclusions of the report and expressed 
their interest in measures to protect the small cod at' West Greenland. The 
representative,' of Portugal said that in principle he was prepared to consider 
the closure of Store Hellefiake Bank to trawlers but a majority was of the opin­
ion that mesh regulation rather than closure would be the appropriate measure 
at this stage. The representative of Norway proposed a manila minimum mesh 
size of 130 mm. which would be in conformity with that recently adopted for the 
northwestern part of Region 1 of the North-East AtlantiC Fisheries Commission 
(NEAFC). This proposal received support from the majority of members but 
the representative of Spain stated that there would be difficulty for his country 
because its regulation!! prescribed a uniform mesh size of 114 rom for the 
whole Convention Area. The representative of Portugal also referred to prac­
tical difficulties if different minimum mesh sizes were adopted for the various 
parts of the ICNAF area. 

On motion of Germany, s"econded by Iceland. the Panel agreed to . 

recommend 

that a minimum mesh size for trawl codends of 130 mm (manila) be 
introduced in Subarea 1, to come into effect, if possible, on 1 June 
1967 (the date of introduction of 130 mm mesh size in the adjoining 
NEAFC area). 

8. Future Research. The Chairman drew attention to the recommendations 
for further research c~tained in the reports of the tGta/ICtrP,tlc:toJ!r8' Work­
ing Party on North Atlantic Salmon and the West Greenland Coe! Working 
Group. He also referred to the desirability of obtaining more information on 
the inter-relationship of the cod stocks of West Greenland and Labrador as 
suggested in the meeting of Panel Z. The need for this work was supported. 
The recommendation of the Environmental Subcommittee regarding the present­
ation of a synopsis of meteorological and hydrographic conditions in the Davis 
Strait area was also noted. 

9. Date and Place of Next Meeting. It was agreed that the Panel should meet 
during the 17th Annual Meeting of ICNAF. 

10. Other Business. There was no other business. 

11. Panel Report. It was agreed that the Chairman and Rapporteur would pre­
pare the Panel Report in draft form and circulate it among members for their 
approval. 

12. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 1730 hr. 
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INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE NORTHWEST A 1LANTIC FISHERIES 

Serial No.1 718 
(B. f. 66) 

ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1966 

Report on Meeting of Advisers to Panel! 

Saturday. 4 June, 1830 hr. 

Proceedings No. Z 
Appendix I 

1. The Chairman, Dr P. M. Hansen (Denmark), opened the meeting and Mr 
S. A. Horated (Denmark) was apPointed Rapporteur. The following Panel 1 mem­
ber countries were represented: Denmark. Germany, Norway, Poland, Spain. 
UK and USSR. Representatives from Canada, USA and F AO attended the meet­
ing. 

2. The Chairman read the IISummary of Re search and Status of Fisheries 
in Subarea 1. 1965" (ReB. Doc. 66/82). He said that the various national're­
search report. now have a form which makes it much easier to prepare the 
summary but alaa stressed that countries should submit their reports early so 
that they could be dealt with properly. 

Several members had comments on the Chairman's swnmary report and 
provided some amendments now included in the revi sed summary report. 
Amendments to some of the national research reports were also reported. 

Dr Cole (UK) asked whether the Danish rediish tagging experiments in 
Godthaab Fjord gave any returns and the Chairman informed the advisers that 
several tagged rediiah were returned. Most of them were caught at the tagging 
locality but some were caught by trawlers in the southern part of Subarea 1 and 
off Ii,outheaat Greenland. This may indicate a spawning migration of rediish 
from West Greenland to the Irminger Sea. The recaptured specimens show a 
very slow growth rate. 

Dr Dickie (Canada) asked for further information on small cod caught 
inshore in pound neta. The Chairman said that pound net fishery took place in 
May-July, and often great quantities of small cod (20-40 cm) were caught. 
Such fish will, however, survive when properly discarded and introduction of 
a minimum size for cod caught in pound nets was therefore now being consid­
ered by Denmark. 

3. Referring to the Panel I recommendation from the 1965 meeting con­
cerning protection of small cod at West Greenland, the Chairman called upon 
Mr Gulland (UK) to report on the findings of the Greenland Cod Working Group. 
Mr Gulland gave a ahort review of the work carried out. The final report of 
the Working Group is distributed as Rea. Doc. 66/77 to which theAdvisers w..ere 
Uulite.d to refer. 

The Greenland Cod Working Group believeS=,J.tthal!!l~fiili:ahe.dl:'hhe work 
given to it last year, but as some additional work may be requested some time 
in the future, special attention must be given to the basic data needed for such 
future work and member countries are therefore urged to try to fill the gaps 
now occurring in their aa.nlpling and statistics. 

No further discussion on conservation measures took place, but it was 
noted that at present the younger year-classes (1962-64) in the Greenland cod 
Btocks are poor year-claBses. and hence the immediate loss by introduction of 
conserVation measures to protect small cod would be rather small in this and 

(over) 
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the following two year 8. 

4. The Chairman asked Mr Gulland (UK) to report on the work carried out 
by the D3EB/.IIClD\ir:-JOldt Salmon Working Party. The preliminary results are 
given in Res. Doc. 66/79 and in the 1966 report of the Subcommittee on Assess­
ment. No further discussion on the salmon problem! took place. 

5. Several member countries reported on their plans for future research 
work in Subarea 1. It was especially noted that USSR will continue their long 
aeries of hydrographical observations and that Denmark next year expects to 
get a new research vessel for Greenland water •. 

6. Dr P. M. Hansen was re-elected Chairman of the Panel 1 Advisers for 
the ensuing year. 

7. As there was no other business. the meeting adjourned at 1925 hr. 
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ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1966 

Report of Meeting of Panel 3 

Tuesday. 7 June, 1145 hr. 

1. The meeting wall opened by the Chairman, Dr O. Rodriguez Martin 
(Spain). All member countries of the Panel were represented. 

2. Rapporteqr .. Dr L. M. Dickie (Canada) was chosen as Rapporteur. 

3. Agenda. The agenda was adopted without change. 

4. Panel Membership. The panel membership was reviewedj no changes 
were noted. 

5. Report of Scientific Advisers. Dr Graham, the Chairman of the Scientific 
Advisers, first presented his report on the status of the fisheries and review 
of researches carried out in Subarea 3 (Res. Doc. 66/81) according to the new 
format suggested at the 1965 Annual Meeting (1965 Meeting Proceedings No.5). 
He first reviewed Part I (Detailed tables of total nominal catches by countries 
in 1964 and 1965) then tables for each species by countries with appended notes 
drawn from docwnenta submitted to the meeting on the information on trends. 
He drew attention to the relatively large amounts of "flounders" and "other 
grolll1dfishll which are not identified by species, in the statistical submissions, 
and to a recommendation of the Research and Statistics Committee that these 
should be identified wherever possible. He then reviewed Part II (Assess­
ments), Part III (Additional Researches) and Part IV (Additional Researches 
Required). 

The Panel noted that the wording "Assessments!! for Part II of the 
report was somewhat vague, since the stocks now being fished in the Subarea 
were not necessarily the major stocks in the area. Mr Gulland, Chairman of 
the Assessment Subcommittee. noted for the information of the Panel that the 
stocks referred to by the Assessment Subcommittee were the stocks of cod 
and haddock in Subarea 3. 

The Chairman drew the attention of the Panel to the information in the 
Spanish ResearPh Report (Res. Doc. 66/38) that in Subarea 3 in 1965 landings 
by Spanish pair trawlers. for the first time, exceeded those by Spanish otter 
trawlers. Mr Espada (Spain) commented on the t~nd toward pair trawling 
and noted that technical changes were being made in the vessels to simplify 
the changing from one type of fishing to the other. 

Dr Graham presented the report of the meeting of Scientific Advisers 
which was adopted for appending to this report of the Panel. 

6. Review of New Reporting Form. The Panel expressed its gratitude to Dr 
Graham for the great amount of work put into preparation of his detailed re­
port. The Panel agreed that this format generally met its requirements. but 
that since details on landings of species by countries was otherwise available 
at the meeting, in future. reports of detailed tables should be presented only 
for total nominal catches by countries, and nominal catch by countries for 
cod, haddock, and redfish. Information on other species should be given in: a 
condensed table. 

(over) 
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7. Review of Conservation Meaaure.. The Panel agreed that there were no 
special itema concerning Panel 3 uniquely. and that further discussiona were a 
Bubject for the general meetings of the Commission. 

8. Future Research. The Panel noted the recommendation of the Research and 
StathtiCB Committee that additional reBearehes were needed on the cod popul­
ation of Div. 3K and 3L. 

9. Date and Place of Future MeetinJi(s. It was agreed that the next meeting of 
the Panel and itl Scientific Advherl Ihould take place in conjunction with the 
1967 Annual Meeting of ICNAF. 

10. Other Busine... There was no other business to be discu •• ed. 

11. Approval of Panel Report. It was agreed that a draft report of the meeting 
would be circulated to member 8 for their approval. 

12. .The meeting wal adjourned at 1245 hr. 
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ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1966 

Report on Meeting of Adviser 8 to Panel 3 

Saturday, 4 June. 1 ZOO hr. 

Proceedings No.3 
Appendix I 

1. The Chairman. Dr H. W. Graham, presided over the meeting. Repre-
sentatives of the folloWing countries were present: Canada, Poland. Spain. 
USSR, UK and USA. 

2. Dr J. L. Hart was appointed Rapporteur. 

3. It was agreed to make use of the .agenda as prepared for the PaneL 

4. The Chairman explained that some Panel members were critical of the 
pattern of reporting to panels in general use throughout the group of scientific 
Advisers. Dr Graham had been instructed by the Panel to prepare as an experi­
ment his reports in such a way as to emphasize the information of primary 
interest to panel members in directing management of the fisheries. Dr 
Graham read his report which was approved for submission to the Panel with 
the agreement that certain changes and corrections be incorporated. It was 
pointed out that judgement on the form of the report was the responsibility of 
the Panel. There was evidence of confusion between statistics of halibut and 
Greenland halibut. It is suggested that the Secretariat be asked to examine the 
possibility of errors and to make any necessary corrections in the official 
figures. 

The Adviser s point out that it would be advantageous for scientific study 
to have flounder species reported as much as possible by species, and asked 
that participating countries be asked to provide statistics by species as far as 
possible. 

5. The Assessment Group had no special studies on assessment to report. 
Mr Gulland commented on the futility in expecting the Committee to provide 
fruitful opinions based on hurried analyses on ad hoc tasks at annual meetings. 

6. It was noted that there was a special need for assessment of cod 
stocks in Div. 3K and 3L. 

7. It was agreed that the next meeting of the Advisers should be in con-
nection with the 1967 Annual Meeting of ICNAF as arranged by the Secretariat. 

8. It was agreed that the Chairman and Rapporteur should prepare a 
report on the meeting and consider the criticism of the national groups in pre­
paring a final draft. 

9. Dr H. W. Graham was re-elected Chairman" 

10. There was no further business and the meeting closed at 1325 hr. 
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Serial No.1 719 
(B. e. 66) 

ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1966 

Report of Meeting of Panel Z 

Tuesday, 7 June. 1030 hr. 

Proceedings No.4 

1. The meeting was opened by the Chairman. Mr A. J. Aslen (UK), All 
member countries were represented along with observers from FAO. 

2. Rapporteur. Dr McCracken (Canada) was elected Rapporteur. 

3. Agenda. The agenda. a8 circulated in advance. was adopted without change. 

4. Panel Membership, No changes in panel memberships were proposed. 

5. Report of SCientific Advisers. Dr A. W. May (Canada). substituting for Dr 
A. Bogdanov who was unable to be present, presented the report of the meeting 
of Scientific Advisers which referred to the "Review of statu a of fiaheries and 
research carried out in Subarea Z in 1965" (Res. Doc. 66/71). This latter report 
had been adopted by the Panel Advisers. Dr May drew attention to the marked 
increase in landings of Subarea Z cod and the increase in fishing activity which 
had occurred mainly in Div. ZJ. He noted in particular problems for cod con­
cerning stock definition, mortality rates. growth rates and recruitment as out­
lined in the report of the Panel Advisers. He drew the attention of the Panel 
to Item 8 of the Panel Advisers' Report which endor sed recommendations from 
the Assessment and Environmental Subcommittees for future research in the 
area. 

It was agreed that the Panel Advisers' Report be appended to the report 
of the Panel meeting and the Chairman thanked the Chairman of Scientific 
Advisers and hiB colleagues on the results of their efforts to provide a digest 
of their discussions for panel members. 

6. Review of Conservation Measures. The Chairman noted that so far none 
of the conservation measures recommended for the subarea had entered into 
force. No further measures were proposed but the Panel took note of the pre­
sent position as outlined in the Report of the Research and Statistics Committee. 

7. Future Research. Proposals for future research as outlined in the Panel 
Advisers' Report were discussed and lIupported. Dr Meyer pointed out the 
particular need for tagging of spawning cod in Di v. ZG and ZH to obtain further 
information on cod stock separation. 

8. Date and Place of next meeting. The recommendation from Panel Advisers 
that they should meet on the Saturday preceding the next Annual Meeting was 
adopted. 

It was agreed that the next meeting of Panel Z be held during the course 
of the 1967 Annual Meeting of ICNAF. 

9. Other business. There was no other bUllineslS proposed. 

10. Approval of Panel Report. It wall agreed that the Rapporteur should pre­
pare the report and circulate it for approval. 

11. Adjournment. The meeting adjourned at 1130 hr. 
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ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1966 

Report on Meeting of Advisers to Panel 2 

Saturday, 4 June. 0930 hr. 

1. Dr A. W. May (Canada) acted as Chairman in the absence of Dr 
Bogdanov (ilSSR) who was unable to be present. Advisers were present from 
Canada. Germany. Poland, Spain, UK and USSR. The FAO representative 
also atte~ed. 

2. Dr J. Messtorf! (Germany) was appointed Rapporteur. 

3. The Chairman proposed an agenda similar to that of the Panel Meeting 
and the Advisers agreed that this be followed. 

4. The Chairman presented his summary report on status of fhe fisheries 
and research carried out in Subarea 2 during 1965 (Res. Doc. 66/71). The 
report was discussed and several amenfunents made, following which it was 
adopted for presentation to the Panel. 

5. Dr Dickie (Canada) made reference to Dr May's note on natural mor­
tality in Labrador cod (Res. Doc. 66/26) and noted the importance for assess­
ment purposes of collecting information on mortality of various species before 
fisheries became intense. He noted that natural mortality may be greater 
when effort is low than when it is high because of possible replacement of 
natural mortality by fishing mortality in the latter situation. 

6. The question of possible drift of cod larvae from West Greenland to 
Baffin Island and Labrador was discussed. Larval drift away from West 
Greenland is known to occur. However. further research is required to deter­
mine whether these larvae contribute to recruittnent of cod stocks in Subarea 
Z. Dr Meyer (Germany) noted the poasibility that' cod from the northern part 
of the Subarea might occasionally move to the northeast. and spawn over 
great depths in the Labrador Sea. The Advisers agreed that further inves­
tigation of this possibility would be desirable. It was noted that the phenomenon 
of homing instinct (or back migration) in cod was relevant to these problems. 

7. The Chairman reviewed researJ:lh plans for 1966 as circulated by mem-
ber cOWltries and asked for further comment on these. Dr Templeman 
(Canada) reported that the hydrographic section occupied by Canada for some 
years would probably not be occupied in 1966 due to lack of vessel time. Dr 
Messtorff (Germany) noted that one research cruise to the Subarea had been 
made in 1966. and that no further field work was planned for this year. Dr 
Chrzan (Poland) reported that no research ve.sels would operate in Subarea 2 
this year. Dr Alekseev (USSR) stated that Soviet research would continue along 
present lines. 

8. The Chairman drew attention to recommendations of the Assessment 
and Environmental Subcommittees concerning future research requirements in 
Subarea Z, especially for cod. In view of increased cod catches in 1965, es­
pecially the relatively great increa.es in Div. ZG and ZH. the Advisers wish to 
endorse these recommendations~which include: 

(over) 
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(a) tagging of .pawnlng cod In Div. ZG and ZH, 
(b) a •• e.ament of change. in age compositione and mortality rate. 

from the off.hore trawl fhheriea; 
(e) further information on growth rate. of cod from the offshore 

fishery and factor. responsible for theBe changes; 
(d) information on environmental factors governing distribution and 

availability of cod in the area. 

9. It was agreed that the next meeting of Scientific Advisers to the Panel 
should be held on the Saturday before the 1967 Annual Meeting. 

10. It was agreed that the Report Ihould be prepared by the Chairman and 
Rapporteur, in consultation with other AdvilerB .a nece.sary. 

11. Dr Bogdanov (USSa) was re-elected Chairman of Scientific Adviser. to 
Panel Z for the follOWing year. 
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ANNUAL MEE'l'ING - JUNE 1966 

Report of Meeting of PaneL4 

Tuesday. 7 June. 1730 hr. 

1. The Ineeting was opened by the Chairman of the Commission, Mr 
Fulham (USA), in the absence of the Panel Chairman. Mr J. Roug~ (France). 
Mr_'R. Letaconnoux (France) was elected Chairman. All member countries of. 
the Panel were represented. 

Z. Rapporteur. Dr L. M. Dickie (Canada) was chosen as Rapporteur. 

3. Agenda; The agenda. aa circulated, was adopted without change. 

4. Panel Memberships. The panel memberships were reviewed; no changes 
were noted. 

5. Report of Scientific Adviser •. Dr J. L. Hart (Canada). Chairman of Scien­
tific Advisers to Panel 4. reviewed the report on status of the fisheries and 
researches in Subarea 4 (Res. Doc. 66/78). He also presented the report of the 
meeting of Scientific Adviser s to Panel 4, which was accepted by the Panel for 
attachment to these minutes. In this report he drew attention especially to the 
change in the character of the haddock fishery in 1965, need for re-assessment 
of the cod fishery in Div. 4T, new information on top8ide chafing gear, and the 
report of the ICNAF /ICES Working Party on North Atlantic Salmon. 

Mr McKernan (USA) noted that the reason for the drop in Canadian had­
dock landings. simultaneously with the large increase in Soviet landings. was 
not explained in the report. Dr McCracken (Canada) said that the Canadian 
drop was apparently due to lowered availability of haddock during the time of 
the spring spawning concentration when the main fishery is pursued. Mr 
McKernan alao requested further information on the difference in year-class 
strengths as reported by Canada and the USSR. Dr Alekseev (USSR) confirmed 
that the USSR catches appeared to be of the 1962 and 1963 year-classes, al­
though the biological data supporting this were not immediately available, hav­
ing been submitted to the ICNAF Secretariat for publication in the Sampling 
Yearbook. He alao noted that the USSR catch was made in the autumn in shal­
low water, following disappearance of the silver hake. Dr McCracken noted 
that while Canadian research ve.sel catches indicated that the 1962 year-class 
was moderately atrong. the 1963 year-class appeared to be much better; how­
ever. these indications could not be confirmed for some time since the 1962 
and 1963 year-classes would not enter the Canadian commercial fishery in 
numbers until 1967 or 1968. 

6. Review of Conservation Measures. Dr Needler (Canada) noted the ·report 
of the Research and Statistics Committee on the Palish-type topside chafing 
gear. DisculJsion of ita possible approval for use in Subarea 4 was deferred 
pending reporting to the Commission by the ad hoc Committee on Trawl 
Regulation •• 

7. Future Research. The Panel noted the report of the Scientific Advisers. 
calling for the following new research programs: 

(over) 
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(., A re ...... e •• ment of the cod fl.hery of Div. 4T; 
(b) A taxonomic ltudy of the hake. of Subarea 4j 
(c) Further relearchee on chafing gear of the Polish type. 

8. Date and Place of Next Meetins. It was agreed that the next meeting of the 
Panel and it. Adviaers would be held in conjunction with the 1967 Annual Meet­
ing of ICNAF. 

9. Other BUlin.... There wal no other bUline ••• 

10. Report Approval. It W.I agreed that a draft report would be circulated for 
approval. 

11. Adjournment. The meeting adjourned at 1830 hr. 
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ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1966 

Report on Meeting of Adviser 8 to Panel 4 

Saturday, 4 June, 1130 hr. 

1. Dr J. L. Hart (Canada) opened the meeting as Chairman. Representatives 
from Cana4a. USSR. USA and Spain were present. Federal Republic of 
Germany and Poland were represented by observers. 

Z. Mr K. R. Allen (Canada) was chosen as Rapporteur. 

3. The meeting agreed that the agenda distributed for the Panel mee.ting 
should be followed as far a8 appropriate. 

4. The meeting had no advice to offer on the membership of the Panel. 

5. The Chairman presented his report on fisheries and reaearch in 1965 in 
Subarea 4 (Rea. Doc. 66/78). This report was discussed and adopted for pre~ 
aentation to the Panel with minor amendments. 

6. Dr Dickie (Canada) stated that the report of the Assessment Subcom­
mittee was in substantial agreement with the Chairman's report on the status 
of the fisheries in the subarea. 

7. The Chairman referred to the large catches of haddock by USSR in Sub­
area 4 in 1965 and asked the USSR if there was undistributed information bn its 
extensive new fishery. The representatives of the USSR stated that the 1963 
year-class was very strong. Mr McKernan (USA) asked whether the 1963 
year-class, which would Dot normally enter the fishery at this stage. had con­
tributed to the increased catch. Dr Studenetsky (USSR) stated that USSR 
started fishing fot' haddock in the second half of 1965 after the catches of silver 
hake declined. Available biological data are being reported to the ICNAF Sec­
retariat in the usual way for inclusion in the Sampling Yearbook. It could be 
said bow that the catches were dominated by the 1962 and 1963 year-classes. 
but analyses had not yet been completed. It was hoped to submit a research 
report on this to the next ICNAF meeting. Dr McCracken (Canada) pointed out 
that no data on the mesh sizes used for haddock in Subarea 4 in 1965 had been 
included in the USSR reporting. There was some discussion as to whether age 
composition data should be included in the national research reports to Annual 
Meetings or supplied only to the Sampling Yearbook. It was agreed that the 
full data should go to the Yearbook. but a summary should be included in the 
national research reports so as to be available to the meeting. 

8. The Chairman pointed out the need for a new aSBessment of the cod of 
Div.4T; Dr McCracken (Canada) said that since the last assessment was made 
several of the population parameters had changed &;nd it was agreed that a re­
assessment should be recommended to the Panel. 

9. The Chairman referred to the increased abundance of redfish in the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence. Dr Graham (USA) confirmed that the evidence for this 
was based on catch-per-effort data. 

10. In reply to a question from the Chairman. Dr Alekseev (USSR) stated 
that no additional information was available for the meeting regarding the 
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silver hake fishery beyond what was contained in the research reports. 

11. The Chairtnan pointed out that 53,000 tona of miscellaneous species 
were included in the catchell from the Bubarea and constituted about 7-80/0 of the 
total. 

lZ. Dr McCracken (Canada) said that the Statistics and Sampling Subcom­
mittee had made a recommendation for an ichthyological study to find a basis 
for separating red hake and white hake. It was agreed to recommend that the 
Panel support this recommendation (Rea. Doc. 66/55). 

13. Dr McCracken (Canada) drew attention to Res. Doc. 66/36 describing 
Polish experiments with.a new type of chafing gear. This had been discussed 
by the Gear and Selectivity Subcommittee which had recommended that such ex­
periments should be continued. It was agreed that the Panel should be advised 
to support this recommendation. 

14. The Chairman drew attention to Rea. Doc. 66/59 dealing with catches of 
unregulated speciel. This wal the only report which had been received on this 
topic. on which the Panel last year had asked for reports. This document was 
noted for consideration by the Panel. Dr Graham stated that US redfish fisher­
men operating in the subarea mainly caught unregulated species. 

15. The Chairman said that although there was no fishing for salmon in the 
subarea. the adjacent land provided important breeding areas. Mr Allen 
(Canada), who had been elected Chairman of the ICES/ICNAF Working Party on 
North Atlantic Salmon, reported on results obtained by the Working Party and 
on the possible effect of Greenland salmon fishing on salmon fishing in Subarea 
4. 

16. Mr Allen (Canada) summarized the report (Res. Doc. 66/34) on the 
Canadian 8eal fishery in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. He emphasized the need to 
examine further the estimates of sustainable yield of these animals. 

17. Dr McCracken (Canada) drew attention to the difficulty in obtaining data 
on the state of halibut stocks in the subarea in the absence of a regulary fish­
ery for the species. 

18. Dr Studenetsky (USSR) stated that in 1966 USSR will continue its work 
on age and size distribution in silver hake and haddock and will make selected. 
hydrographical studies. 

19. Mr Posgay (USA) stated that USA will continue its work on haddock and 
redfish and on plankton in the subarea. The Chairman said that Canadian re­
search will continue along present lines in 1966. 

ZOo It was agreed that the next meeting of the Panel Advisers should be 
held in conjunction with the next Annual Meeting of ICNAF at a time and place 
to be arranged by the Secretariat. 

Zl. It was agreed that the Chairman and Rapporteur should draft the re-
port to the Panel, and obtain clearance from the heads of member delegations. 

22. Dr J. L. Hart (Canada) was re-elected Chairman. 

23. The meeting adjourned at 1500 hr. 
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ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1966 

Report of Fir at Plenary Sea aion 

Monday. 6 June, 1100 hr. 

Opening. The Firat Plenary Session was called to order by the 
Chairman of the Conunisllion. Mr T. Fulham (USA). Delegatea 
from all member countries and Observers from FAO, GFCM. 
ICES, INPFC, IPHC, NEAFC, OECD. SCOR, and Japan were 
present. The Chairman in hia opening atatement (Appendix I) re­
viewed progress and asked delegate a to make every effort to re­
solve the vital problema still facing the Commisaion. 

Agenda. The agenda was adopted as presented. 

Item 3. PubliCity. The Chairman. in accordance with past practice. ap­
pointed a Committee on Publicity conlisting of the Chairman of 
the Commie_ion and the Chairmen of the Standing Committees on 
Relearcb and Statistic. and on Finance and Administration. The 
Committee will control policy on publicity. 

Item. 4, 5, 6, 7. 8 and 9. Finance-and Administration, 18, Harp and Hood 
Seale. 26. Date and Place of 1968 Annual Meeting. These Items 
were referred to the Standing Committee on Finance and Adminia­
tration. Under Item 18, Harp and Hood Seale. the Chairman 
inltructed the Standing Committee on Finance and Administration 
to recommend member countries for participation in the Panel 
on Harp and Hood Seale for approval by Commissioners at their 
third meeting on Wednesday. 8 June. 

Item 10. Statu. of Proposala, II, Eliminating Obstruction to Proposala, 
15, Exchan,e of Inspection Officers, 16,.:'i'"orm of Internatiohal 
In.pection System, 17. Possible Conservation Actions, 19. Fish­
ing and Navigational Practices. These Items were referred to a 
meeting of Commia.ionera. 

Item 12. Return. of Infringements. 13, Codend Protection, 14, Mesh 
Measuring. These Items were referred to an ad hoc Committee 
on Trawl Regulations with Mr A. J. Aglen (UK) a8 Chairman. 

Item 20. Report of ,Bp,nding Committee on Research and Statistics. The 
Chairman asked Dr Templeman (Canada). Chairman of the 
Research and Statistics Committee, to present the Provisional 
Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics. 
The Chairman of Research and Statistic 21 explained that the 
reports of the seven subcommittees would be appended to the Pro­
vi.ional Report and the full Report with appendices presented to 
the Plenary for approval after the last meeting of the Committee. 
The Chairman of the Commission thanked Dr Templeman for his 
prelentation. 

The meeting adjourned at 1155 hr. 
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Opening Statement at the First Plenary Session of ICNAF 

by the Chairman, Mr T. Fulham 

Fifteen years ago today some of you were attending the First Annual 
Meeting of this Commission. Since that time much has been accomplished to­
ward achieving the purposes of the International Convention for the Northwest 
Atlantic Fisheries - the lnveatigation, protection and conservation of the fish­
eries of the Northwest Atlantic Ocean for the stated purpose of making possible 
the maintenance of a maximum sustained yield from those fiaheries. 

Our greatest achievements have been in the investigation of the fisher­
ies. the scientific work of the Research and St.atistics Committee and the 
various national fisheries research bodies. Considerably more is known today 
about the abundance and extent of the fisheries stocks and the factors affecting 
their availability on a maximum sustainable basis. From time to time the 
scientists have concluded as a result of these investigations that measures 
were necessary for the protection and conservation of the stocks. and have 
made recommendations to the Commission to that end. The Commission in 
turn has proposed regulations to Governments, and certain of these proposals 
have entered into force after approval by ·~he Governments participating in the 
Panel concerned - first in Subarea 5 and later in Subareas 3 and 4. These 
regulations have been concerned with minimum mesh size for nets. Now, how­
ever, our scientists have concluded that minimum mesh size regulations are 
inadequate and that other controls are necessary. This progressive thinking 
i8 commendable. 

But, many of our minimum mesh size proposals have yet to enter into 
force. some dating from 1961. 

The Com.mission is facing a major cr1S1S, one which could adversely 
affect the entire future of the Commission unless we are able to resolve it. 
We accomplish little supplementing the minimum mesh size regulations until 
we have put those:regulations into effect. Therefore, it is critical that we 
overcome the problems which have prevented these proposals from entering 
into force. IT workable solutions should prove impossible. then we must de­
vise some modification of the proposals or some new proposals which will 
achieve effective control over mesh sizes where needed. 

We must do thia at this meeting if at all possible. 

If we do not succeed. we demonstrate failure in two important respects; 
the Commission fails in its task of protecting and conserving the fisheries of 
the Northwest Atlantic and we, as a group, weaken the possibility of this type 
of or ganization being effective anywhere in the world in the future. 

As you know well the failure of the Commission'S conservation mea­
sures to come into force has been due to the chafing gear problem, not through 
any fault of the basic proposals. These proposals have been approved by the 
thirteen governments with the exception of some minor amendments proposed 
at last year's meeting and no quarrel is known to exist concerning the 1965 
proposals. The United States Government has not taken action on the 1965 pro­
posals because it considers them defective, but because it considers it pointless 
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to go on taking action on amendmenh to previous proposals until we can deter­
mine if those proposals will enter into force. 

We are all appreciative of the problems faced by those members utiliz­
ing large stern trawlers in the Convention Area in the use of topside chafing 
gear. We have no wish to impose undue burdens on these members in the use 
of their stern trawlers. On the other hand. we all have a great interest in 
bringing the needed conservation measures into force. The nations utilizing 
stern trawlers have, perhaps, an even greater interest in resolving the pro­
blem than do the other nations since the present regulations in force for Sub­
areas 3, 4 and 5 do not permit. at the present time. the use of the types of top­
side chafing gear here in question when fishing for regulated species. There­
fore, I am sure that we are all in agreement on the need to resolve the problem. 
The question is whether we can do 80. I believe strongly that there is among us 
8ufficient technological and administrative talent to bring about this resolution. 

This is not the first time we have attacked the problem. In 1963 we 
adopted a proposal on the use of chafing gear which we hoped would put an end 
to the problem. Unfortunately it has not done so because we have been unable. 
up to the present. to approve certain types of chafing gear for use under the 
proposal. I hope sincerely that the necessary evidence will be presented at 
this meeting to enable us to approve the use of this chafing gear. If we can do 
so. the problem may be resolved by that action. the resen'ations which are 
holding up entry into force of the proposals will no longer be needed, and the 
proposals will enter into force upon the withdl"awal of the reservations by the 
governments which have imposed them. We may then proceed with the appro­
priate regulations necessary for the conservation of the Northwest Atlantic 
fisheries. including. I hope. rapid action on bringing the 1965 amendments 
into force. 

Other great and difficult problems lie ahead for the Commission. The 
catch of some species of greatest value has reached or passed the level of 
maximum sustainable amount and the total catch from the Northwest Atlantic 
continues to increase. New countries are beginning to.fish the area-and in­
creased fishing effort is being added by many of us. The total result com­
plicates the conservation problem and places a greater responsibility on the 
Commission to aggreSSively seek solutions to these complex common property 
problems of high seas fishing and to use all our abilities to reduce these pro­
blems to practical measures which can be successfully implemented. Many 
people in our countries and elsewhere are watching with great interest how we 
in this Commission resolve the fisheries conservation problems of the North­
west Atlantic. Let us resolve to make definite proposals towards our goal at 
this meeting. 
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The Chairman. Mr T. A. Fulham (USA). opened the meeting and-wel­
comed the Commissioners, Advisers, Observers and Guests to the 16th Annual 
Meeting of the Commission in the Instituto Nacional de Industria. 46 Padilla 
Street, Madrid. Spain. He introduced the following distinguished Spanish 
officials: limo. Sr. D. D'maro Berenguer. Director. Oceanographic Institute 
of Spain; limo. Sr. D. Ignacio del Cuvillo y Merello. Director General of 
Fisheries; Excmo. Sr. D. Leopolda Boada Enderza, Undersecretary of the 
Merchant Navy. 

The Chairman then invited the Minister of Commerce. Excmo. Sr. D. 
Faustino Garcia Monco to address the meeting. The text of the Minister's 
address follows: 

"It has been a great honour for us that the International Commission for 
the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries has accepted the Spanish Government's invit­
ation to celebrate ita 16th Annual Meeting at Madrid. and I have the pleasure of 
welcoming the Delegates, Advisers and Technicians from all the member coun­
tries of this Commission, aa well as the Observers who, attend representing 
other international organizations or interests relative to the fishing matter s in 
the Northwest Atlantic. 

"The exploitation of the biological resources of the sea. that is to· say 
the fishing industry, is no longer an enterprise aubject to unforeseen hazards. 
but has turned into a highly technical industry. and since human beings need 
for their sustenance the products obtained from the oceans, we must live in 
good harmony, not only among ourselves, but also with nature. in order to be 
able to avail ourselves of the resources that it generously offers us in the 
sea; but, at the same time. respecting the natural laws and principles that 
rule the development of Buch resourceB in order to avoid their exhaustion. 

"For a long time. fishing has been exercised in an anarchical way, 
with the sole idea of increasing the catch. without paying any attention to the 
harmful consequences that this 'abundance economy' could cause in the bio­
logical balance of species. 

"Today things have changed, and we observe. with pleasure. that new 
ideas, the consequence of thorqugh technical investigations, are channeling the 
fishing industry toward a ·'mOTe reasonable. exploitation of the sea'. This is 
more significant to UB becauBe, for Spain which is a country with mariner 
vocations, the fishing industry constitutes a most important part of its economy. 

"Spain has the maximum interest in the preservation of the Northwest 
Atlantic fishing wealth, because the Newfoundland. Labrador. Nova Scotia and 
Greenland 'stocks' have been for hundreds of years important food sources for 
our people. as dried or salted fish, in times when we have been short of fresh 
fish or. in the interior, where the latter could not arrive in good condition. 

liThe developments introduced in the fishing fleets and the better trans­
portation have made it easier to bring the fish to all towns. no matter where 
they are located. but nevertheless the Spanish people continue to like dried and 
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salted codfish. notwithstanding the available facilities for obtaining it fresh. 

"The preference of the Spanish people for the codfish began in historical 
times when the Vasco fiehermen (the French and Spanish ones) pursuing 
whales, discovered the rich Newfoundland 'stocks'. 

"By the second quarter of the XVlth century. our fishermen were al­
ready carrying out normal fiBhing operations based on these 'stocks' and about 
6, 000 men went to the Newfoundland fishery each year. manning more than ZOO 
fishing ve.lela, that left from our porta at the CantAbrica. 

"Our anxiety and interest in the future of these fisheries has ab;eady 
been made evident and consequently we were present at Washington in 1949 for 
collaborating first in the wording, and afterwards signing. the 'International 
Fisheries Convention' which handed over to this 'Commission' the difficult task 
of attaining the objective established by it, that is to say 'to maintain the North­
west Atlantic fisheries at the highest production level and in a continued way'. 

"Today any regulation intended to attain the maxim.um benefits in the 
exploitation of live resources must necessarily have a technical and scientific 
bash. 

"From the very beginning this Commission has been lucky to be able to 
count on the invaluable services of its Standing Committee on Research and 
Statistics, where the most prominent technicians come together to study the re­
lource and give valuable scientific advice .. 

"This Conunittee haa done extraordinary work, collecting and publish­
ing the international statistics of catches, production, determining net 'selec­
tivity', etc., atudying the species 'demographie', the physical and chemical 
conditions of the sea and even more, the Committee has succeeded when it has 
ventured into the intricate problem of 'predicting I the catches. 

"Recornrnendations and suggestions made by the Relearch and Statis­
tics Committee have helped the Commission to take decisions that have crys­
tallized in the wording of international regulations that, for several reasons, 
need to be firmly seconded in order to put them into force and produce 
advantageous effec"ts· .. 

IIHere are gathered delegations of the fishery science and of the adnlini­
strations of several countries, which are willing to maintain and. if possible. 
increase the catches from an ocean area that we must exploit together. without 
producing any harm to its natural development. 

"1 hope that we shall agree with the idea that. in order to attain our ob­
jective. we need the efficient collaboration of the fisherman and if we want to 
get it, we must pay particular attention to his professional qualifications. 
giving him a thorough understanding of his responaibility. 

"By our doing 10. the fisherman shall be able to under stand better the 
need for regulations and shall be better prepared to comply with them. to col­
laborate in the research work, to recover 'tags ' , to furnish true statlBtics, 
etc •• because we canlt forget that the fisherman is the one who maintains a per­
manent contact with the sea and fishes and. therefore, he shall be not only the 
first one to benefit from our success but constitutes the first link of ita 
elaboration. 

"In consequence, I am glad to be able to inform you that in Spain we are 
trying hard to give greater improvement to those professional qualifications by 
establishing schools of a high technicallevelj some of them, as the one at Vigo. 
are already at work and we hope that in a short time our fishermen shall attain 
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the profeBsional qualification. needed to facilitate and encourage the attainment 
of our objectives. 

"I don't want to take the time that you need for your interesting discus­
siona. I know that you have a very full agenda with plenty of items to be studied 
during the next few days. 

"I wish you great Bucca •• in your discussions and I must tell you, at 
the Barne time, that I have confidence in your knowledge and experience and 
that I am aure that you will attain your proposed objectives. 

TIL hope that you will feel at home in our country and we sincerely wish 
that, when the time to aay good-bye arrive •• be.ides the aati.faction of accom­
plished duty, you will have good and lasting memories of Spain and her people. II 

The Chairman of the Commit don thanked the Minister for hie warm 
welcome and good wiehes and declared the meeting adjourned at llOO hr. 
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1. The meeting was opened by Mr V. M. Kamentsev (USSR), who replaced 
Dr A. S. Bogdanov (USSR) &1 Chairman. 

Z. The Chairman proposed and the Panel agreed that Mr J. A. Pasgay 
(USA) should act as Rapporteur. 

3. The Chairman proposed and the Panel agreed to the adoption of the 
agenda aa circulated. 

4. There were no new applications for membership in the Panel 80 the 
composition remains unchanged. 

5. The report of the meeting of Scientific Advisers to the Panel was read. 
There were no comments or amendments and it was agreed to make the report 
an appendix to the report of the Panel Meeting. 

6. There were no new proposals for conaervation measure a in the subarea 
and it was agreed that all meaaures now in force should be continued. 

7. Mr R. W. Green (USA) asked Dr H. W. Graham (USA) to comment on the 
100/0 annual exemption for cod and haddock. Dr Graham reviewed Res. Doc. 
66/83 which reports that only 6.40/0 of the trips by US vessels operating under 
exemption certificates exceeded the trip allowance. The excess poundage 
landed by theae trips amounted to 0.4% of total US landings for cod and 0.3% 
for haddock. 

There were no other reporh on thh matter and the Panel agreed to 
keep the situation under review. 

8. The Chairman reported that Comm. Doc. 66/5 shows that all Panel 
Members have adopted the trawl regulations as set down in ICNAF Annual 
Proceeding_ Vol. 14, p.17. 

Dr Studenetsky (USSR) observed that all of the proposals for conserva­
tion in the subarea had been adopted by the USSR and were now included in the 
rules and regulation. issued to their fishermen. Mr McKernan (USA) asked if 
the Panel was required to act on the matter of accepting the mesh- size e;qui­
valents for nets made of different materiala and measured by different gauges. 
After some dhcu.sion. Mr McKernan propolled adoption of the amendment to 
the trawl regulations for cod and haddock in Subarea 5, as ahown on page 17 of 
the Annual Proceedings, Vol.14. Part 2. Section 9. Subsections (IX) and (X). 

Dr Needler (Canada) supported the proposal and it was adopted. 

9. Tbe Chairman reported that future research in the subarea was 
covered in the Report of the Chairman of Scientific Advisers. Dr Graham was 
aaked to report on the progress of the plans for an environmental survey of 
the Georges Bank-Gulf of Maine area. He stated that the USA and the USSR 
had submitted a proposal (Res. Doc. 66/50) which had been considered by the 
Environmental Subcommittee. Since there did not seem to be a sufficient 
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number of research vessels available to carry out the proposed program, a 
working group had been set up to revise the program in the light of the re­
sources available. The report of thiB Working Group (Annex 1 of Appendix IV 
of the Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics) states that 
the USSR. USA, UK and Canada will exchange information on their past and 
present efforts on problema of a. aimilar nature during the coming year and 
produce a revised plan for con8ideration at the 1967 meeting of the Research 
and Statietici Committee. 

There were no other comments. The Chairman moved adoption of the 
proposal for the Georges Bank 8urvey and the Panel agreed. 

10. The Chairman suggested that the next meeting of the Panel be held at 
the time of the next Annual Meeting. The Panel agreed. 

11. There wal no other bUlineas. 

lZ. The Panel agreed that the Rapporteur should prepare a draft report of 
the meeting and that the Panel would reconvene later to review the draft, 
amend it if necealary, and then approve it. 

13. The Chairman thanked all participants in the meeting for their help in 
conducting the meeting rapidly and efficiently. The meeting adjourned at 0935 
hr. 
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ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1966 

Rep~'t 09 Meeting of Adviser s to Panel 5 

Saturday, 4 June, 1625 hr. 

1. The Chairman, Dr S. A. Studenehky (USSR), opened the meeting with 
representatives from the member countries. Canada. USA. and USSR, repre­
sented. Observers from Germany, Poland and UK were also present. 

2. Dr F. D. McCracken (Canada) waa appointed Rapporteur. 

3. The Chairman presented hil lummary report outlining the ltatus of 
fisheries and reaearch studies carried out during 1965 (Res. Doc. 66/80). The 
following poinU were noted with Ipecial interest: 

(a) that total landings from the Subarea had increased by about 
100, 000 metric tons in 1965; 

(b) that the landings of herring had decreased markedly. mainly as a 
result of reduced effort by the USSR on Georges Bank; 

(c) that landings of haddock had increased about 120% in 1965, with all 
countries fishing haddock increasing their landings, but the great­
est increase in landings resulted from the diversion of USSR effort; 

(d) that sea scallop landingl had decreased both as a result of diversion 
of effort to a more southern region and a decrease in catch-per­
effort on Georges Bank. 

4. Silver hake. The USSR reported that even though the fishery had increased 
markedly. the great majority of silver hake taken were 3 and 4 years of age, 
as in previous years. It was agreed that this fact should be stressed to the 
Panel. 

5. Haddock. The Panel Advieers pointed out the great need for samples of 
sizes and ages of haddock caught and landed and urged that each country fish­
ing the stock provide such data. Canada and USA have been sampling landings 
and estimating discards. The USSR have reported on sizes of haddock caught 
by research vesseh and promised to do so for their commercial vessels, 
beginning with 1966. 

6. Scallop. The USA reported that measures of scallop availability on Georges 
Bank. both from research vessell and comInercial vessel efforts. show re­
duced stocks of this speciel. 

7. Industrial fish. The USA reported that about 35,000 metric tons of fish 
were landed for industrial purposes. The USSR reported that they had nO fish­
ery specifically for industrial purpoles and were unable to report on quantities 
of by-catch used for indultrial purposes. 

8. Futu~e Research. Canada reported that sampling of landings of groundfish 
for sizea and ages would be continued but that no research vessel surveys for 
these species are expected for Subarea 5. Research on scallops will be con­
tinued and herring will be studied in the area, including plankton 8urveys (eggl 
and larvae). Research on large pelagic .pecies is expected to follow the fish 
and fishery and should include work in Subarea 5. 

The USA will carry out oceanographic and plankton cruisee related to 
herring biology both in coastal and offshore waters. Studies concerning 
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particularly behaviour of herring on Georges Bank will be attempted. A study 
on benthic organisms on Georges Bank is in progress. An intensive three 
year program of groundfiah surveys is just completed and reporting will begin 
Ihortly. Fall surveys will continue as in previous years. Scallop surveys will 
also continue in spring and fall. Special plankton and rnidwater studies will be 
conducted in preparation for the planning of the cooperative Georges Bank Sur­
veys. 

The USSR expects to continue research on herring and silver hake at 
the sarne level and with continUing environmental. plankton and hydrological 
survey. with the main aim of determining the pattern of distribution of species. 
It expects to extend. research Btudies to include haddock and will conti~ue work 
begun in 1963 on herring egga on spawning grounds on Georges Bank. Sero­
logical studiea on lilver hake will be continued. 

Some non-member countries reported briefly on research work planned. 
Poland expects to collect material for studies of cod, haddock, redfish. flat­
fish, bottom fauna and plankton over a wide area including Georges Bank. 

UK expects to continue continuous plankton recorder work and will 
stress publication of the work. 

9. The Georges Bank Survey Proposal (USA-USSR). The USA and USSR re­
ported that the Research and Statistics Committee has set up a small working 
party to revise the original Georges Bank Survey proposal with a view toward 
conducting a pilot study in 1968, the proposal to be submitted to the next Annual 
Meeting of ICNAF for review. 

10. Time and Place of Next Meeting. It was agreed that Scientific Advisers to 
the Panel should meet prior to the Panel Meeting at the time of the next Annual 
Meeting of the Commi8sion. 

11. Dr S. A. Studenetsky was re .. elected Chairman. 

12. The meeting adjourned at 1730 hr. 
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L The Chairman, Mr Ftilham (USA). opened the meeting. Commissioners 
from all member countries were present with their Advisers. 

2. The Chairman noted that the Meeting of Commissioners had before it 
Items 10, II, 15. 16, 17 and 19 from the Plenary Agenda. 

3. The Chairman introduced Item 10, Status of Commission Proposals. 
and asked the Executive Secretary to present Camm. Doc. 66/5. The Executive 
Secretary advised the Meeting that. with the receipt by Depositary Government 
of ratification by Italy, the protocol to bring harp and hood seals under the 
provisions of the Convention entered into force 29 April 1966. He also advised 
that since completion of Comm. Doc. 66/5 notification had been received by 
Depositary Government on 1 June 1966 of United Kingdom acceptance of the ten 
proposals for international regulation of trawl fisheries adopted by the Com­
mission on lZ June 1965. Mr Kamentaev (USSR) announced that USSR had, as 
of ZZ April 1966, approved all ICNAF trawl regulations. All proposals regard­
ing topside chafing gear were accepted with reservations for stern trawlers. 
Mr Sullivan (USA) pOinted out that these acceptances had not yet reached 
Depositary Government which had made arrangements to cable any acceptances 
received during the present ICNAF meeting. 

4. Under Plenary Item 11, Actions to Eliminate Obstruction to the Com­
mission!s Conservation Proposala, the meeting agreed to refer the matter to 
the ad hoc Committee on Trawl Regulations for exploration of the difficulties 
due to the use of topside chafing gear. 

5. Under Plenary Item 15, Exchanges of National Inspection Teams, 
Capt. Almeida (Portugal) reported on the exchange of Portuguese and Spanish 
inspectors (Comm. Doc. 66/12). He reported that Portugal and Germany had 
agreed to an exchange. He stressed the valuable experience gained by the 
Portuguese and Spanish teams. Dr Needler (Canada) reported that Canada 
had written to both Poland and France proposing an exchange of inspection 
teams and no reply had been received to date. France and Poland reported 
they have agreed in principle. 

6,. Under Plenary Item 16, Form of International Inspection System. Mr 
Kamentsev (USSR) and Mr Aglen (UK) both suggested that ICNAF use the ex­
perience of NEAFC in thill problem as many countries are member s of both 
NEAFC and ICNAF and the system should be one common to the whole North 
Atlantic. Mr Aglen said that the report of the NEAFC Special Committee on 
International Control (Conun. Doc. 66/14) had been studied by NEAFC at its 
Fourth Meeting in May 1966. which had agreed that a special meeting of 
NEAFC should be held in October or November 1966 to settle a number of out­
standing questions. It was thought that NEAFC would like to have Canada, 
USA, and Italy, the non-NEAFC countries. join in the deliberations. Mr 
Aglen then suggested that since mesh measuring was the important problem 
for solution in any form of international inspection scheme. and it was being 
considered by the ad hoc Committee (Plenary Item 14), there would perhaps be 
helpful informationcomtng from the ad hoc Conunittee. The Item was. 

(over) 
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therefore, deferred until the ad hoc Comm'ittee had ·dealt with it. 

7. The Chairman Buggested that Plenary Item 17, Possible Conservation 
Action •• be deferred until after the Special Meeting of the Standing Committee 
on Research and Statistica on economic aapech in fisheries management. The 
Meeting agreed. 

B. The Chairman called for consideration of Plenary Item 19, Fishing and 
Navigation Practices, and referred to Carom. Doc. 66/15, the Report of the 
Fisheries POlicing Conference. 1966. Mr Aglen (UK) reported that the Con­
ference considered the draft Convention Articles and gave provisional agree­
ment to 80me Articles but needed more time for thorough consideration of all 
Article.. The Conference agreed to a further meeting starting October and 
lasting at least two weeks hoping to complete adoption of a Convention. The 
Meeting agreed to take note of the Conference report and to follow closely the 
progress of the Conference. 

9. The Meeting adjourned at 1330 hr. 
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Proceedings No.1 0 

Report of Fir at Meeting of Standing Committee on Finance and Administration 

F&A Item 1. 

F&A Item 2. 

F&A Item 3. 

F&A Item 4. 

F&A Item 5. 

F&A Item 6. 

Plenary 
Item 18 

Tueeday. 7 June. 1300 hr. 

The Chairman. Mr R. Green (USA). welcomed Commissioners 
and their advisers from the member countries .. 

Rapporteur. The Executive Secretary was appointed rapporteur. 

Agenda. The agenda was adopted with the addition of Plenary 
Item 18. Harp and Hood Seals, referred to it by the First 
Plenary Session. 

Auditor's Report. The Auditor IS Report for the fiscal year end­
ing 30 June 1965 and Schedule I showing details of the "transfer 
to Working Capital Fund from General Fund in accordance with 
the revised Financial Regulations effective 12 June 1965" and 
Schedule II "Statement of Assets and Liabilities after incorpor­
atin the transfers to the Workin Capital Fund", as published 
in Ann. Proc. IS, p.9-11, and Comm. Doc. 66 3, were presented 
by the Executive Secretary and recommended by the Committee 
for adoption by the Commission. It was agreed that Schedules 
I and II should be published in Annual Proceedings Volume 16. 

Administrative Report and Financial Statements for 1965/66. 
The Administrative Report and Financial Statements (Comm. 
Doc. 66/2) were reviewed by the Executive Secretary. The 
Committee found the Report and Statements in order and re­
commended they be adopted by the Commission. 

Panel Memberships. The Executive Secretary reviewed Comm. 
Doc. 66/1 IIPanel Memberships as at 1 June 1966 11 and reported 
no change in panel membership. He drew attention to the table 
showins: current exploitation by member countries in subareas 
of the Convention Area during late years. Commissioners for 
Denmark. Germany and Norway informed the Committee they 
would report panel member ship in relation to current exploit­
ation in subareas to their governments for consideration. 

Harp and Hood Seals. Following statements from the Comm.is­
sioners from Canada, Denmark and Norway. the Committee 
agreed to 

recommend to the Commission 

that Canada, Denmark and Norway· participate in a panel on 
harp and hood seale, such a panel to be known ~s Panel S. 

FItA Item 10. Office accommodation. The Executive Secretary reported that 
a letter had been sent to the Canadian Commissioners request­
ing that representation be made to the appropriate Canadian 
Government Department to extend the lease of office accommo­
dation in Bedford Institute of Oceanography from 1 August 1966 
to 1 August 1969. The Canadian Com.rniaaioners stated that 

(over) 
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extension had been approved for a period of one year to 1 August 
1967 and would then be considered again. 

F&A Item 11. Assistant Executive Secretary. The Committee noted the ap­
pointment of Dr B. J. Kowalewski a8 Assistant Executive 
Secretary. 

F&A Item 12. Salary Revisions. The Executive Secretary reviewed Comm. 
Doc. 66/6. Canadian salary revisions affecting ICNAF. He 
pointed out that salary revisions effective 1 October 1965 were 
granted by the Canadian Government for the Clerk Z. Clerk 3, 
Clerk 4, Editor 2 and Adm.inistrative Officer 7 grades, appoint­
ments in which were authorized by the Commission at its 1965 
Annual Meeting for Secretariat personnel (Ann. Proc.15. p.lS-
16). Revisiona effective 1 July 1965 were granted for the 
Senior Officer 1 grade. 

The Comm.ittee. after conaidering the item, 

(1) that the aalary of the Clerk Typist (Clerk 2) within the 
new Canadian salary range of $3,214-$3,682 for 1966/67 
be $3,Z14; 

(2) that the salary of the Clerk-Stenographer (Clerk 3) 
within the new Canadian salary range of $4, 056-$4, 524 
for 1966/67 be $4,368; 

(3) that the salary of the Senior Secretary (Clerk 4) within 
the new Canadian salary range of $4, 586-$5,054 for 
1966/67 be $5,054; 

(4) that the salary of the Editorial Assistant (Editor Z) 
within the new Canadian salary range of $6,017-$6,962 
for 1966/67 be $6, Z06; 

(5) that the salary of the Assistant Executive Secretary 
(Achniniatrative Officer 7) within the new Canadian sal­
ary range of $11,554-$13,038 for 1966/67 be $11,554; 

(6) that the salary of the Executive Secretary (Senior 
Officer I), within the new Canadian salary range of 
$16,500-$20,500, for 1966/67, be $18,250. 

The Comm.ittee reviewed Section 2 of Comm. Doc. 66/6 regard­
ing retroactive salary for Secretariat personnel due to the 
salary revisions since 1 July 1965. The Committee 

recommended 

(1) that retroactive salary be granted to the Secretariat 
peraonnel covering the period 1 July 1965 to 30 June 
1966 as follow.: Clerk-Typist, $62.00; Clerk­
Stenographer, $121. 50: Senior Secretary, $141. DO: 
Editorial Assistant, $215.25; Assistant Executive 
Secretary, $272.50; and Executive Secretary, 
$2,000.00. 

and 
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(2) that the retroactive salary totalling $2. 81Z. 25 be taken 
from the unobligated balance of 1965/66 salaryappro­
priations of $6.803.19. 

F8r.A Item 13. Canadian Income Tax as it applies to ICNAF. The Executive 
Secretary referred to Section 3 of Camm. Doc. 66/3. Matters 
arising from Auditor's Report 1964/65. The Canadian Com­
missioners reported that efforts were continuing to provide 
financial relief for the Commission in the Canadian income tax 
field. The Committee took note of the Canadian efforts and 
hoped they would be 8uccessful. It was further agreed that if 
the efforts were successful. financial regulations covering allo­
cation of 8uch funding should be set up at the 1967 Annual Meet­
ing when more details of the administrative procedures involved 
were known. 

FItA Item 14. Crediting of other Commission Income. The Executive Sec­
retary referred to Section 2 of Comm. Doc. 66/3-. Refund of 
previous year's expenditure s. The Commie sion IS Financial 
Regulations do not specify the Fund to which refunds of direct 
expenditure I made during pr evious financial year 8 should be 
allocated. To relieve this situation, the Committee 

recommended 

that Section 7.l(b) of the Commission's Financial Regula­
tions be amended to read "Refund of direct expenditures 
made during the current and previous financial years". 

The meeting adjo-prned at 1400 hr. 
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Report of Second Meeting of Commissioners 

Tuesday, 7 June, 0915 hr. 

Proceedings No. 11 

1. The Chairman. Mr T. Fulham (USA). opened the meeting. All member 
countries were repreaented. 

2. Under Plenary Item 17. Possible Conservation Actions, the Chairman 
read the recommendation from the Report of the Standing Committee on 
Research and Statistics concerning economic criteria in fishery management 
(Section I(f». 

3. Dr J. Crutchfield. fishery economist from the University of Washington, 
Seattle, USA, waa introduced and asked to speak to the recommendation. Dr 
Crutchfield pointed out that there were no simple solutions to international fish­
ery management but one can try to lend precision to some matters of fishery 
economics that bear directly on the problems of Northwest Atlantic fisheries. 
He pointed out that economic analysis in no way diminishes the primary role of 
the fishery scientist. He said overfishing results from economic motives are 
not as obvious as they seem. that any effort to prevent overfishing has economic 
effects. that in time some kind of total catch limit will be needed and asked/can 
we do it in ways that will give economic gain to all. He discussed the economic 
effects of open fishing. giving examples. and suggested elements of a program 
for the Northwest Atlantic. He reviewed the salient points in the FAD paper on 
economic aspects of fishery management (Res. Doc. 66/19) and the UK Commis­
sioners' paper on the regulation of fishing effort (Comm. Doc. 66/17). Mr 
Popper (FAO) referred to the Research and Statistics recommendation that a 
working group be set up to lay the groundWork for an economic and biological 
assessment and outlined how it might be implemented and might operate. 

4. Mr Lund (Norway) agreed that the economists and biologists should get 
together but he felt that there was need for stating the problem rationally and 
preparing a plan which could be understood by all. He hoped this problem 
would not delay mesh regulations as he felt this management tool had not been 
fully used yet. 

5. Mr Lfbkkegaard (Denmark) felt the problem was too wide and difficult 
to do an assessment but that data should be compiled and reviewed to point 
out the further steps to be taken. 

6. Dr Needler (Canada) agreed there might be more consideration of what 
to do. He had no objection to the study so long as it was based on what the pro­
blem really ie. He pointed out that the fishery was still expanding and not 
stable. that new species and stocks were being utilized and that the resource 
as a whole must be examined. He pointed out that there are differences in 
economic levels of ~er countries and that they will continue to change. He 
felt anything done-to ,.tabUbe was restricting and not in the best interesUl of 
communities as a whole. He said there was a need for an increase in useful 
knowledge and a need for a broadly based term of reference. 

7. Dr Cain (USA) said biological, economic. social. historic and other 
considerations are all needed for decisions on conservation regulations. He 
recommended that a working group collect. analyse and report on data on 
economic aspects. 

(over) 
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8. Mr Aglen (UK) said that the United Kingdom agreed that the economic 
aspect. of conservation measures were of great importance. This applied.in 
~rticular to measure,. to regulate or limit fie1ting effort since when there was 
heavy pressure on stocks of. for example. cod or haddock. there were clearly 
economic advantages to be gained from effort limitation as well as increases 
in total yield. The full realization of these economic advantages for the oper­
ator 8 concerned depended on action within each country and he agreed that 
there was rOOm in thie context for much more economic study of fishing oper­
ations and this had already been initiated in the UK. At the international level 
he did not think. however I that further economic studies were needed to demon­
strate the economic advantages of effort limitation; they were already su£iicient­
ly clear from the biological a8sessments which had been made. The obstacles 
to international agreement to the adoption of measures for effort limitation in 
situations in which the scientists had shown they were desirable were of a dif­
ferent character. However, in the light of the discussion which showed that 
others felt that economic studiea would be helpful. he was willing to agree to 
further joint atudy by biologist. and economists of the kind proposed provided 
tliat the area of atudy was limited and atrictly defined and did not involve the 
collection of more detailed statistics of an economic character. 

9. The Meeting agreed to set up a amall group to frame a resolution 
based on the discussionl and the recommendation of R8tS. 

10. The Meeting adjourned at 1030 hr. 
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ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1966 

Report of Meeting of Panel A 

Wednesday, 8 June, 1230 hr. 

1. The Commission Chairman, Mr Fulham (USA), called the meeting to 
order and requested that the members of the Panel (Canada. Denmark. Norway) 
appoint a Chairman. The Norwegian delegation. supported by the Danish deleg· 
ation, proposed that Canada provide a Chairman. Dr Needler (Canada) took 
the chair. 

2. The Chairman proposed the following agenda: 

1. Selection of Rapporteur 
2. Adoption of Agenda 
3. Report on the 8tatus of the catch and research carried out 
4. Review of conservation measures and requirements 
5. Date and place of next meeting 
6. Other bU8iness 
7. Approval of Panel Report 
8. Adjournment 

3. Dr Sprules (Canada) was appOinted Rapporteur. 

4. The agenda proposed by the Chairman was adopted. 

5. Representatives from all Panel members were present with their 
advisers. 

6. Dr Needler referred to the Canadian paper on seal research and 
statistics (Res. Doc. 66/61) and stated that this paper would probably require 
some amendment as it had been prepared in a hurry after receiving advice 
that the harp and hood seal Protocol had come into effect on 29 April 1966. 

Mr Lund (Norway) pointed out that Norway had not had time to prepare 
a summary of research after receiving notification that the seal Protocol was 
in effect. but that he was prepared to make 8uch information available now if 
it would be of value to the Panel discussion. 

It was agreed that each member country should prepare summary 
papers of research, statistics and domestic regulations relating to the harp 
and hood seal fisheries and circulate these to the other member countries for 
review as 800n a8 possible. but not later than early September. 

7. It was agreed that no proposals for conservation measures and require-
ments could be made at this time. 

8. After some di8cussion it was agreed that the next meeting of the Panel 
should be held in the fall of 1966. at a time and place convenient for the repre­
sentatives of the member countries and the Secretariat. The Chairman will 
cit-culate proposals for a suitable meeting time and place within the next few 
weeks. 

9. The Executive Secretary advised the Panel that .ufficient funds for 
Secretariat representation at a meeting in Europe in the fall of 1966 were 

(over) 
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available in the 1966/67 budget. 

10. It waa agreed that the Rapporteur Ihould prepare the minutes of the 
meeting and circulate them for approval. 

11. The meeting adjourned at 1 Z50 hr. 
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Report of Second Plenary Session 

Wednesday. 8 June. 1825 hr. 

Proceedings No. 13 

1. The Chairman opened the meeting and asked the Executive Secretary to 
read the Report of the First Plenary Session (Proc. 6). The Report was adopted 
as read. 

2. Under Plenary Item 2Z, Reports of Panels, the Chairman of the Com-
mission requested Panel Chairmen or representatives to present their reports. 
Reports of Meetings of Panels 2. 3, 4 and 5 were adopted without change. The 
Report of the Meeting of Panel 1 was adopted with the removal. at the request 
of Spain, of her reservation with regard to the recommendation to introduce a 
minimum. mesh size of trawl codend of 130 mm (manila) in Subarea 1. Dr 
Needler (Canada) reiterated Canada IS concern about the effect of the West 
Greenland salmon fishery on the Canadian fishery. He hoped research efforts 
would be intensified and that the Commission would take any necessary steps to 
avoid damage to the Canadian catch. 

3. Mr F. Popper (FAO) explained that he had to return to F AO and thanked 
the Commission on behalf of FAO for the invitation to send observers to the 
meeting. The Chairman thanked Mr Popper for his interest and his contribu­
tion to the discussions on economic aspects of fishery management. 

4. The meeting adjourned at 1915 hr. 
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Report of Second Meatin, of Standin, Committee on Finance and Adminhtratlon 

Wednelday. 8 June, 1140 hr. 

L The Chairman. Mol' R. Green (USA" opened the me.tina with all member 
countriel reprelented. The Report of the Firat Meatins of the Slandin. Com­
mittee on Finance a.nd Adminbtration (Prac. 10) wal adopted with minor changes. 

2. Under FIcA Item 15, Integration Commillion Pen.ion Plan with Canada 
Penaton Plan. the ~xecuttve Secretary reported that lntepatlon of the Commh­
aion penaion plan with the Canada Penaion Plan for all member I of tbe Sec ... 
retariat had been completed at no exu. COlt to the Commiaaion, al approved 
by majority vote of Heael Commilaionerl from member co~ntrie •• 

3. The Executive Secretary wal alked to apeak to FilA Item 16, Production 
of Statistical Bulletin 14 for 1964. He reported that he had contracted with tAO 
Fieherie. Divbion to produce the manulcript of the Commh.ion'. Stattltical 
Bulletin Volume 14 for the year 1964 for $1, ZOO. The work wa. completed and 
the Bulletin fa in prel.. Special thank' were expre •• ed to Mr D. Gertenbach 
of Fieherie. DivillOll., FAO, for bit excellent cooperation and eflort •• 

4. The Executive Secretary reported under FlEA Item 17, Participation 
of Economlat. at 1966 Annual Meatinl. that at the requelt of the A'le'lment 
Subcommittee and with the approval of the Chairmen of the Commi.aion and of 
the Standing Committee on R..,urch and Stati.tic., he had contracted for the 
•• rvtcel of Dr Jamea Crutchfield of the Univer.Uy of Wa.hinpon, Seattle. 
USA, to .peak to tn open meetina of RIES on the economic alpech of fl.hery 
a •• e •• ment and management durin. the 16th Annual Meetina of the Commh­
lion. The co.t to the Commi •• ion would be about $1.000. 

5. Under FIoA Item 18(a). D1otrlbutlon Llata for ICNAF Publlcatlona. the 
Executive Secretary requeated that tho.e member counale. who had not yet 
.ubmltted their li.ta for di.trtbution of Commi •• ion publication., meetin, 
document. and circular ••• hould do 10 at their earlle.t po •• ible convenience. 
The meetill, alreed that r.A Item 18(b), Printtn, of National R.e.earcb aeportl, 
the que.tion of whether the national releareh report •• hoUla be pubU.hed in 
the Annual Proceeding. in.tead of the R.ed.book, .hould be deferred pandina a . 
po •• ible recommendation from tbe R..S on thi. matter. 

6. Under FIoA Item 19. Date of Billins. the meetlnl alreed that the date 
of billing for the nacal year 1966/67 Ihould be 15 AUlI"at 1966. 

7. Under FIoA Item ZOo Time and Place of 1968 Annual Meetinl. Mr Aglen 
(UK) expre •• ed the wi.h of the Government of UK to bave the (96. Annual 
Meeting of the Commil.ion in London. However, arrangement. had not yet 
been completed for meeting .pace and the propo.al·wa. to be reaarded a. ten .. 
tative pending confirmation in two or three weeki. 

8. The meeting adjourned at I U5 M. 
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Report of Special Plenary Session 

Wednelday. 8 June, 1045 hr. 

Proceedings No. 1·5 

1. A Special Session of the Plenary was convened by the Chairman, Mr T. 
Fulham (USA). to consider Plenary Item 18. Harp and Hood Seale. 

2. The Chairman reported that the Second Meeting of Finance and Adminis-
tration (Proc.14) and the Third Meeting of Commissioners (Proc.16) had recom­
mended that Canada. Denmark and Norway participate in a Panel to be set up 
under the authority provided by the entry into force of the Protocol relating to 
Harp and Hood Seals on 29 April 1966, the panel to be known a. Panel S. The 
meeting adopted the recommendation with an amendment that the name of the 
Panel will be Panel A. 

3. The meeting adjourned at 1050 hr. 
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Report of Third Meeting of Commissioners 

Wednesday, 8 June. 1030 hr. 

Proceedings No. 16 

1. The Chairman, Mr T. Fulham (USA), opened the meeting. Commis-
sioners and advisers from all member countries were present. 

2. The Report of the First Meeting of Commissioners (Proe. 9) was read 
and approved with minor changes. 

3. Under Plenary Item 18. Harp and Hood Seals. the Chairman of the 
Standing Committee on Finance and Adm.inistration reported that the First 
Meeting of the Committee recommended Canada, Denmark and Norway for par­
ticipation in a Panel to be set up on harp and hood seals. such a panel to be 
called Panel S (Proe. IO). 

Since Plenary approval of these recommendations was required before 
the Panel on harp and hood seals could meet, the Chairman's proposal to re­
solve the Third Meeting of Commissioners into a Plenary Session was accepted 
at 1045 hr. 

The Chairman reconvened the Third Meeting of Commissioners after 
the Plenary Session was adjourned at 1050 hr. 

4. Further consideration was given to Plenary Item 17, Possible Conser-
vation Actions. A draft statement was presented to the meeting. The statement 
suggested further terms of reference for the ad hoc group on economic aspects 
of fishery management proposed by the Resea7ch and Statistics Committee and 
requested further national consideration of the problems involved in limiting 
fishing effort for review at the 1967 Annual Meeting (Appendix I). 

Following considerable discussion, the delegates expressed their agree­
ment, in general, with the statement. At Mr Aglen's (UK) suggestion, the 
meeting agreed that the statement could be helpful to the Commission and should 
be forwarded to Plenary for consideration with the recommendation of the 
Research and Statistics Committee on economic criteria in fishery management. 

5. Further to Plenary Item 15. Exchange of National Inspection Teams, 
Mr Aglen (UK) stated that UK was interested and would like to exchange inspec­
tors but limited accommodation on fishing vessels created practical difficulties 
in completing arrangements. He asked if other countries would like to work 
out an exchange arrangement. Dr Needler (Canada) was thanked for suggesting 
that Canada could provide transportation for inspection teams from member 
countries wishing to arrange an exchange. 

6. The meeting adjourned at 1110 hr. 
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Appendix I 

Statement on Economic Aspects of FiBhery Management 

presented to Third Meeting of Commissioner 8 

and approved by the Commhsion in Final Plenary Session, 10 June 1966 

With respect to the recommendations of R&tS for the establishment of an 

ad hoc group, including biologietB and economists, the Commission resolves 

that the group carry out an examination of the problems of assessing the 

economic effects of possible conservation measures in time for the 17th Annual 

Meeting of the Commission. The group will be expected to utilize available 

biological and economic information and to supplement this by clearly stated 

assumptions in order to estimate the likely economic effects of possible con-

servation measures, taking into account the p08sible redistribution of fiBhing 

effort. 

The Commission expresses the hope that member countries will give 

further con.ideration to the problema involved in limiting fishing effort '0 that 

the Commission at ita 1 7th Annual Meeting will be able to review the whole 

matter in the light of the results of the work of the ad ~ group, and will be 

able to decide what further actions should be taken. 
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Proceedings No.1 7 

Report of Fir at Meeting of ad hoc Committee on Trawl Regulation 

Monday. 6 June, 1600 hr. 

1. The Chairman, Mr Aglen (UK). opened the meeting and noted the items 
from the Plenary agenda referred to the ad hoc Committee. It was proposed by 
the Chairman and agreed to by the Committee to deal with 

(i) Item 12. Infringements, at this first session 
(ff:C) Item. lOb. 11. 13(a) and (b), Topside Chafers. at the second session 

of the Committee 
(iii) Items 14 and 16. Mesh Measuring, at the third session of the 

Committee. 

Z. The Chairman referred to Camm. Doc. 66/4, Annual Returns of Infringe-
ments, and asked member countries if there were any errors or omissions to 
the summaries of national reporting that they would like to indicate. Poland 
gave figures on the number of inspections and stated that there were no viol ... ·· 
ations. 

3. Portugal referred to the report on exchange of enforcement officer s de-
scribed in Comm. Doc. 66/12. In the course of these exchanges it was discovered 
that some side trawlers were using chafers contrary to the returns in Comm. 
Doc. 66/4. even though they were of the type approved by ICNAF. It was. how­
ever, their intention to strongly advise the captains concerned not to use 
chafer s in future. The Portuguese statement was noted. 

4. No other points were raised on the return of infringements. 

5. The Committee adjourned. 
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Proceedings No. 18 

ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1966 

Report of Third Meeting of Standing Committee on Finance and Administration 

Friday. 10 June. 1135 hr. 

1. The Chairman, Mr R. Green (USA). opened the meeting. All member 
countries were represented. 

2. The Report of the Second Meeting of the Standing Committee on Finance 
and Administration (Proe. 14) was read and adopted. 

3. Under F&A Item 7. Estimates for 1966/67, the Chairman of RatS pre~ 
aented the following items from the Research and Statietics Committee which 
involved expenditures! 

(1 ) Additional coat of publication of FAO/ 
ICES/ICNAF index of scientific public-
ations of the North Atlantic $350.00 in 1966/67 

(2) 2 meetings of a working party of 
economists and biologists $5,000.00 in 1966/67 

(3) support for Symposium on Tropho-
dynamics of marine communities. 
last half of 1968 $5,000.00 in 1968/69 

(4) ICNAF representative to FAO/ICES/ 
ICNAF mid-year meeting on statistics. 
Copenhagen $600.00 in 1968/69 

(5) ICNAF representation at FAO/ICES/ 
ICNAF CWP on Statistics. Reykjavik. 
Iceland, March 1967 $500.00 in 1966/67 

(6) Publication of National Research Reports 
in Annual Proceedings $2,500.00 in 1966/67 

An additional item of expenditure was reported as follows: 

Mr Aglen (UK) reported that the ad hoc 
Committee on Trawl Regulations -;;e~ 
considering the possibility of setting up 
a Working Group to resolve the mesh 
measuring problem. It was suggested 
that if member countries did not pay ex­
penses of their participantl to the Group, 
the cost would be estimated roughly to be $3, 500.00 to the Com­

mielion in 1966/67 

The follOwing actions were taken regarding the above items of expen­
diture proposed for the 1966/67 fiscal year. 

A propo sal by Mr Aglen (UK) was adopted. It 

recommended 

that National Research Reports b1' not published in the Annual 
Proceedings and that the amount in the Publications item in the 
proposed estimates for 1966/67 be reduced by $2. SO~. 

(over) 
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The Executive Secretary pOinted out that travel expenses for the Sec­
retariat representative to a possible October meeting of Panel A in Copenhagen 
could be met from the amount for Travel in the 1966/67 estimates. 

The Executive Secretary reported that amounts covering expenditures in 
1966/67 had been included in the proposed estimate for 1966/67 in the case of 
the FAO/ICES/ICNAF Index ($350) and CWP Meeting on Statistics, Iceland 
($500). 

Considerable discussion took place regarding the proposed expenditure 
of $5, 000 for the Working Party of economists and biologists. The Executive 
Secretary then reviewed the 1965/66 Financial Statements showing an amount of 
over $18. 000. leas almost $3, 000 for retroactive salary. leaving about $15. 000 
in the Working Capital Fund. Dr Needler (Canada) proposed. and the meeting 
adopted. the following 

recommendation 

that an amount of $1,664 be added to the Travel item in the estimates 
for 1966/67, and that $2.000 be appropriated from the Working 
Capital Fund to give a total of $3.664 for travel expenses for Work­
'ing Group members as required. 

Regarding possible expenses for the Mesh Gauge Working Group. Mr 
Kamenhev (USSR) and Mr Lund (Norway) proposed. and the meeting agreed. to 

recommend 

that the expen8es of members of the proposed Mesh Gauge Working 
Group be met by member countries provided all member countries 
can join the Working Group if they wish. 

The Meeting, in order to meet the 1966/67 estimated expenditures 
(Appendix I). agreed to 

recommend 

(1) that the appropr iations for ordinary expenditure I of the Com­
mission for the fiscal year 1966/67 be $87.010 and 

(2) that $2,000 be appropriated from the Working Capital Fund to 
help defray expenses in connection with meetings of the Working 
Group of economists and biologists. 

4. Under F&.A Item 8, Forecast for 1967 68, the Executive Secretary re-
viewed the budget forecast for 1967 68. The meeting. in order to meet the 
1967/68 forecast of expenditures (Appendix II) then agreed to 

recommend 

that the Commhsion give consideration at the 1967 Annual Meeting 
to authoriZing appropriations from member governments for 
ordinary expenditures for the fiscal year 1967/68 of $91,221. 

5. Under F&'A Item 22, Other Business. there was no other business 
raised. 

6. Mr R. Green (USA) was unanimously elected Chairman of the Commit-
tee for the year 1966/67. 

7. The meeting adjourned at 1315 hr. 
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1966/67 Expenditures to be Covered by Appropriation. of $87.010 

from Contracting Governments 

1. Personal Services 

(a) Salaries 
(b) Superannuation 
(e) Additional he lp 
(d) Medical plan 

Z. Travel 

3. Transportation 

4. Communications 

5. Publications 

6. Other Contractual Services 

7. Materials and Supplies 

8. Equipment 

9. Annual Meeting 

10. Contingencies 

Total ordinary expenditures 

Additional expenditure to be obtained 
from Working Capital Fund 

a) Executive Secretary 

A.liltant Executi ve Secretary 

Editorial A •• htant 

Senior Secretary 

Clerk Stenographer 

Clerk TypiBt 

$18,Z50 

11,554 

6,Z06 

5,054 

4,368 

3,ZI4 

$48,646 

a) 
$48,646 

I,ZOO 
I, ZOO 

300 

6,664 

500 

3,000 

13,000 b) 

4,000 

3,500 

1,000 

3,000 

1,000 

$87,010 

$Z,OOO c) 

(over) 



b) Annual Proceedings Vol.~6 
Statistical Bulletin Vol.l4 
Research Bulletin No.3 
Sampling Yearbook Vo1.10 
Redbook 1966 
List of Vessels for 1965 
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$1,500 
4,500 
5,000 

500 
500 

1,000 
$13,000 

c) Expenditures in connection with 1966/67 
meetings of IQNAF Working Group on Joint 
Biological and Economic Assessment of 
Conservation Actions $2.000 
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1967/68 Expenditures to be Covered by Appropriations of $91. ZZI 

1. Personal Services 

(a) Salaries 
(b) Superannuation 
(e) Additional help 
(d) Medical plan 
(e) Salary contingencies 

2. Travel 

3. Transportation 

4. Commilrtication8 

5. Publications 

6. Other Contractual Services 

7. Materials and Supplies 

8. Equipment 

9. Annual Meeting 

10. Contingencies 

Total ordinary expenditure. 

a)Executi ve Secretary 

AS8iatant Executive Secretary 

Editorial Assistant 

Senior Secretary 

Clerk Stenographer 

Clerk Typlot 

$18,250 

11,978 

6,395 

5,054 

4,524 

3,370 

$49,521 

a) 
$49,521 

1,200 
1,200 

300 
1,500 

6,500 

500 

3,000 

12,000 

4,000 

3,500 

1,000 

6,000 

1,000 

$91,221 
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Report of Second Meeting of ad hoc Committee on Trawl Regulations 

Wed..'"l.esday, 8 June, 1700 hr. 

1. The Chairmar~. Mr Aglen (UK), opened the meeting with all members 
present. 

2. The Chairman proposed that at this session the Committee should con­
sider those matters refer.red to it by the Plenary or Commissioners relating to 
codend protection or too side chafers, nam~ly Plenary Agenda Items lO(b), 11. 
l3(a) and (b)j and that the remaining matters relatir.g to methods of mesh mea­
surement, namely Plenary Agenda Items 14 and 16, should be left over for con­
sideration at the Committee's next session on Friday. This was agreed. 

3. The Chairman recalled that at earlier ses.ions of the Plenary and Com-
missioners' meeti:r:.g attention had been drawn to the fa.ct that m.eny of the recom­
mendations Jnade by the Commission at previous meetings were still pending 
because certain countries r...ad entered reservations re~ating to the provisions 
they contained on the question of co1end protection. These recommendations 
had been set out in Comm. Doc. 66/20. In their latest form i±.eee recommend­
ations would allow the use of devices attached to the upper sice of the codend in 
such a manner that they will not obstruct ti" ... e meshes of the codene. provided 
that they are approved by thE Commission on the basis of sc~_en·;:;ifh-: advice that 
they do not obstruct the meshes or redu.::.e significa.r..tly the eelectivi"ty of the 
codend. As mentioned in the notes appended to the Pler..al"Y Agenda, three types 
of topside chafer had been approved by the Commission. At the Commission's 
meeting in 1965 it was noted that ce!"·~ain cOQ.ntrie8 we:::oe continuing experiments 
on the effect of other types of chafer ir. use in theiT countries with a view to 
submitting scientific evidence to the Commission. The xE:su1"!:s of experiments 
on the effect of one such chafer in Poland }:ad been repartee:. in Res. Doc. 66/21 
and these had been considered by the Research and S"i;atistics Committee. The 
report of that Cornm.it!ee recorded that on the basis of the evidence submitted 
it appeared that this type of chafer with a mesh size at least twice as large as 
the codend mesh size and a width at least as great as tr_2.t of the codend had a 
negligible effect on the codend selecth"i.ty (Report of Standing Commit.tee on 
Research and Statistics Section 3(d)). The Committee was informed that this 
passage in the report had been approved by the R&S Committee and the Chair­
man asked whether, in the light of this informatior.., the Com.mit~,ee considered 
it appropriate to recommend any action to the Commission. 

4. Mr Lund (Norway) said that in hie opinion the use of topsice chaiera 
should be prohibited altogether, as there was evidence, e. g. from the North 
Western Working Group of ICES, that the topside chafers in usoe in some areas 
had the effect of reducing the effective codend mesh by abou~ ZO%. He thought 
it should be possible to devise other means of secur~g the objects for which 
topside chafers were used. However, as it seemed unlikely that such a pro­
posal would receive support. he suggested that the c.onfusec situation arising 
from the reservations to the pending regulations should be resolved by laying 
down simple general rules for the use of chafers, name:ly that the meshes of 
the chafers should be an exact multiple of the mesh.es of the codend, and that 
the chafers should be attached to the codend in such a way as to secure that its 
meshes exactly overlapped the meshes of the codend. 

5. Mr Kamentaev (USSR) regretted that many of the Commission's recom-
mendations were still pending though the Soviet Union enforced all these 

(over) 
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r'~otnmendation. without delay on board all the Soviet vessels fishing in the 
Northwest Atlantic. For the purpose of simplifying the procedure of the entry 
into force of ICNAF proposals on Z December 1965, a Soviet representative 
signed an appropriate Protocol to the Convention. The Soviet delegation 
pointed out that according to the Convention. the Depositary Government shall 
transmit any ICNAF proposal to the Contracting Gove1'llments for their con­
sideration. The Convention does not p~event the Contracting Governments from 
making reservations to the Commi88io~r8 proposals. However, the Depoaitary 
Government transmits such reservatio~8 to the Contracting Governments for 
their approval as the Commission's pr6posals, notwithstanding the fact that 
this action is beyond the powers of the Depositary Government stipulated by the 
Convention and this delays the tntry into force of ICNAF proposals. At its re­
quest the Soviet Party sent to the Depositary Government the Fishery Rules for 
the Soviet fishermen operating in the lCNAF area in order to show groundless­
ness of assumptions that the Commission's regulations allegedly do not apply 
to large-sized stern trawler.. It is possible to solve easily the problem of 
entry into force of regulations, _ for this purpose it 18 needed that all the coun­
tries which approved the UK reservations should act the same way in regard 
to the Soviet reservations. In future one will have probably to adhere strictly 
to all the provisions of the Convention until they are amended in an established 
way. The Soviet Party submitted annual information on technical problems of 
the use of chafers on stern trawlers. As can be seen from Soviet materials, 
stern trawlers operating in the ICNAF area use mesh size in codend larger 
than that defined by the Convention (the same as for NEAFC area), which allows, 
even when applying Soviet type of chafer. to attain a higher selection factor than 
determined for the ICNAF area. Apart from these. the Soviet delegation sup­
ports the proposal by Poland regarding the application of chafers with mesh 
size twice as big as that in codend. which naturally will take some time. As 
to withdrawal of reservations to fishery regulations. after perhaps the entry 
into force of a proposal regarding the chafer of Polish type, the need of such 
reservations will be eliminated. Such a withdrawal should obviously be ef­
fected not by Commissioners but by appropriate Governments which trans­
mitted their reservations to the Depositary Government. 

6. Dr Chr zan (Poland) said that Poland would also be prepared to withdraw 
her reservations if the Polish type chafer were approved, and Dr Cole (UK) 
confirmed that the UK reservations would similarly be withdrawn. 

7. The Committee took note of the se statements and on the proposal of Dr 
Needler (Canada),:::~8eoonded by Mr Mocklinghoff (Germany), the Committee 
agreed to 

recommend to the Commission 

that the Polish type topside chafer should be approved for the pUf.pose 
of the Commission'S recommendations which had not yet entered into 
force; further, that the specifications of the chafer (supplemented 
with details of the twine which the Polish representative undertook to 
supply) should be precisely recorded in readily available form. 

Following further propoaals by Mr Mocklinghoff (Germany), the Cqm­
mittee also 

recommended 

that the speCifications of the topside chafers previously approved by 
ICNAF should be set out in a document that was readily avc.e'.ltjtie; 
that other chafers previously approved by the Commission should be 
retained and that scientific advice on which they are retained should 
be kept under review. In this connection note was taken of Res. Doc. 
66/Z9. 



- 3 -

8. Mr Lund (Norway) laid he was disappointed that the approved chafer 
still included some with the lame mesh aize aa the codend and luggested 
that in order to aecure uniformity the earlier approvala should be reviewed. 
It was noted that it wal open to the Commhaion to review luch approvab at 
any time. 

9. It was recalled that at the 1965 Annual Meeting information had been 
reque.ted about the looaene88 with which chafers used by Icelandic and Faroese 
vealele were attached. Mr Ls'kkegaard (Denmark) informed the Committee 
that 80 far aa the Faroese were concerned the type of chafer referred to would 
not be used after thh sealon. 

10. The Committee adjourned at 1600 hr. 
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Report of Third Meeting of ad hoc Committee on Trawl Regulation 

Friday, 10 June, 0915 hr. 

1. The Chairman, Mr Aglen (UK), opened the meeting to consider Plenary 
Agenda Items 14 and 16, Mesh Measurement,. referred to the ad hoc Committee. 
He referred to the Notes to these Agenda Items and to 1965 Meeting Proceedings 
No.9 with its annex which included a general agreement in ICNAF that a stan~ 
dard measuring device for both ICNAF and NEAFC areas was desirable. He 
noted that the NEAFC Special Committee on International Control had considered 
mesh measuring problem and their report was available to ICNAF as Comm. 
Doc. 66/14. This report had been considered at the last meeting of NEAFC. 

2. The Chairman also noted that action taken in Panel 5 to propose appro­
val of the mesh size equivalents and gauges set out in Annual Proceedings Vol. 
14. Section 9. X. page 17, might require action by the ad hoc Committee and 
asked for guidance from the meeting. 

3. Mr Kamentsev (USSR) pointed out that Article VIII of the Convention pro-
vides that all regulatory methods in ICNAF will be based on scientific advice. 
The Commission has discussed the question of mesh measuring at various re­
cent meetings and the only gauge authorized in the ICNAF recommendations 
was the ICNAF gauge. The USSR believes that unless a better type can be 
found the ICNAF type gauge should be used. 

4. Dr Needler (Canada) said that if one sitnplifies the ICNAF regulations 
they simply define the me sh to be enforced. They don It appear to confine 
governments to any particular type of gauge. He pointed out that Canadian 
courts will not accept evidence from a spring-loaded gauge and Canada must 
use a "simple" gauge similar to that proposed for NEAFC regulations. The 
Canadian delegate pointed out that if an international policing system is 
adopted it would be most important to find a gauge that would be standard for 
both inspection and enforcement. If such a gauge was spring~loaded there 
would have to be duplicate inspection with a simple gauge if evidence obtained 
internationally were to be accepted in Canadian courts. 

5. The Chairman proposed that before conSidering the position in Subarea 
5 the Committee should deal with the more general items and reported On the 
various steps which had been carried out in considering mesh measuring pro­
blems and international enforcement in the NEAFC area. Its Special Commit­
tee had not been able to agree On a standard methodology and had based a draft 
proposal on the current NEAFC regulations. The Liaison Committee of ICES 
proposed the ICES gauge as both a research and international inspection gauge. 
These proposals were considered at the recent NEAFC meeting. Member 
countries had expressed a vartety of opinions. Some countries felt strongly 
that it was more important to adopt a single standard gauge for international 
inspection free from operator bias, and that the ICES gauge would be appro­
priate for this purpose. Other countries attached most importance to having 
the international inspection gauge similar to that used by nationals for enforce­
ment. particularly if reports from international inspectors are to be used in 
national courts. It had been difficult to reconcile these two views because it 
was thought that spring-loaded gauges could not be used for court proceedings 
in some countries. As a compromise, NEAFC appeared to be shaping toward 
a Norwegian proposal that international inspectors should use three types of 

(over) 
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gauges. The Chairman then read the pertinent paragraph in the draft report 
from the last NEAFC meeting (not available to the ad hoc meeting). The whole 
problem will be discussed again at the next NEAFC~eeting. 

6. Countries were asked to express their points of view on the above topic 
for guidance of the ad hoc Committee. Mr Lund (Norway) pointed out the im­
portance of clarifying the gauge problem. He supported the Canadian view that 
the problem. is .lo.Q.ked at too much as methodology. He believes that there are 
three separate parts of the problem: 

(1) Definition of the mesh size 
(2) Finding out a method of inspection (for which Norway would propose 

the ICES gauge) 
(3) The need for a simple gauge and rules to follow which could be 

used and understood by fishermen. 

7. Mr McKernan (USA) expressed sympathy with the viewpoints of the USSR 
and Norway. The USA uses the ICNAF gauge as prescribed but also recognizes 
that a simple gauge can be used effectively for eniuTcement. The USA believes 
the current position to be that since the 1964 recommendation has gone into ef­
fect the Commission is required to adopt and accept the equivalents and gauges 
set out in Annual Proceedings Vol. 14. Section 9. x. 

8. The meeting then considered the more specific problems arising in Sub-
area 5. The Chairman then posed three questions on this item: 

(1) Has the Commission approved the mesh equivalents for alternative 
gauges 

(2) Has the Commission already approved the alternative gauges 
(3) Does the Commission need to spell out the method of use for these 

gauges if they are approved. 

9. After further discussion it was agreed to defer consideration until a 
draft resolution was available. 

1 D. Dr Cain (USA) made a statement (Appendix I) concerning a previous 
statement made by the USSR at the Second Meeting of the ad hoc Committee 
(Proe.19). 
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Statement of US delegation in reply to USSR delegation statement to the 
Second Meeting 'o'fuad h9C Committee on Trawl Regulation 

On Wednesday, 8 June 1966, the Soviet delegation spoke about the failure 
of the Commission to implement effectively many of the conservation regulations 
which have been proposed over the course of several years, As we understood 
the Soviet delegation, they made two arguments as to why the regulations had 
not been implemented effectively. 

First, they stated that the United States had acted improperly as 
Depositary Government, in dealing with the reservations from member govern­
ments, when the United States circulated such reservations and asked for 
acceptance by the contracting governments. 

Second, the Soviet delegation implied that the conservation measures 
adopted during previous meetings would have been in effect if all the member 
governments had accepted the regulations with the reservations of the USSR, 
Poland and the UK, and would have been effective. 

The United States disagrees with the interpretations of the Soviet Union. 

In the first instance, the United States believes that it acted properly 
as Depositary Government. and we would welcome debate on this issue. in the 
Commission, a special committee, or any other forum. The Depositary 
Government had followed such procedure on several occasions beginning in 
1959, without objections from member governments. 

As to the second point, we all know that the principal reason, in fact 
the only important reason, that the Commission!s recommendations for con­
servation have not come into effect and been effective is because of the reser­
vations of the USSR, Poland and the UK as to the topside chafer. 

For other countries to implement these regulations in the absence of 
effective regulations of the large stern-rJl..mp trawlers, would be unrealistic 
and useless for conservation objectives. 

It follows, therefore. that before the Commission 1 s conservation mea­
sures can be implemented effectively, we must find a solution to the topside 
chafer problem. 

The United States believes that the use of any topside chafer reduces 
the effectiveness of the mesh regulations and, as a consequence, would be 
pleased to eliminate all topside chafers from the ICNAF area. 

Since agreement on this matter seems remote, we are willing to accept 
the Polish chafer as the best compromise now apparent. 

We hope that those countries using topside chafers will study the matter 
further and that they can soon provide means for the elimination of all topside 
chafers. In this regard, we noted with great interest the statement of the Soviet 
government in the summary record of the Fourth Meeting of the NEAFC in re­
sponse to Agenda Item lO, :I'he Use of Topside Chafer s. In this document the 
Soviets stated that they hoped that by the end of 1968 a way would be found to 
prohibit chafers altogether. We sincerely hope that this same goal is applic­
able to ICNAF area so that this important matter can be resolved. 
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Report of Fourth Meeting of ad hoc Committee on Trawl Regulation 
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1. Under Plenary Items 14 and 16, Mesh Measurement, the meeting con-
sidered a draft resolution regarding mesh measuring which had been circulated. 
The Chairman pOinted out that the resolution was intended to incorporate the 
suggestions made at ·the Third Meeting of the ad hoc Committee (Proc.20) 

2. Concerning paragraph (i) of the draft, Mr Kamentsev (USSR) Baid that 
he could not agree to the approval of the ICES gauge. Mr Lund (Nofway) said 
that in his view it would be a pity to leave out the ICES gauge which had been 
adopted as the best gauge free from -operator bias for scientific purposes 
throughout the North Atlantic. It was agreed that the reference to the ICES 
gauge should be left in the draft but put in square brackets 80 that the Plenary 
could consider the matter further. 

3. Concerning paragraph (ii), Mr Lund (Norway) said that he hoped the 
question of meBh differentials would be among the question8 referred to the 
Working Group. It was pointed out that this question was kept under review by 
the Research and Statistics Committee in the light of fresh scientific evidence 
as it became available. After further discussion paragraph (ii) was approved 
without alteration. 

4. It was agreed to amend paragraph (iii) by deleting the words lIof 
experts" in line I and sub8tituting lIin which all member countries could par­
ticipate if they so wish". 

5. It was agreed to insert a new paragraph (iv) in the following terms: 

II(iV) that arrangements should be made for a meeting of the Working 
Group in London immediately after the Special Meeting of 
NEAFC in November 196611

• 

6. Paragraph (iv), renumbered (v), was agreed to subject to placing the 
whole of subparagraph (al in square brackets. 

7. The Committee agreed to present the re801ution as amended to 
Plenary. Text of the Resolution as finally adopted by the Third Plenary Ses­
sion (Proc. 25) is attached hereto as Appendix I. 

8. The Committee adjourned for lunch at 1410 hr. 

9. On reconvening at 1600 hr. the Corntnittee considered the draft Report 
of the Second Meeting of the ad hoc Committee (Proc. 19). Mr Lund (Norway) 
asked that the word "radical ~hould be deleted in tine 8 of paragraph 4. This 
was agreed. 

10. Mr Kamentsev (USSR) said that paragraph 5 did not fully represent the 
views he had expreaaed. He read a revised passage and it was agreed that 
this statement should be aub.1.~uted for paragraph 5 in the draft. 

(over) 
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7, Mr Mocklinghoff (Germany) said that he had 
It was agreed to add at the end of the paragraph 

"Mr Mocklinghoff (Germany) alao proposed that the chafers previously 
approved by the Commission should be retained and that scientific 
advice on which they were baaed should be kept under review. In this 
connection note was taken of Research Document 29." 

1 Z. Mr Lund (Norway) said that paragraph 8 did not quite represent what he 
had said. It was agreed to alter the paragraph by deleting the words "number 
of" in line 2 and substituting for the latter HatiH included some with the same 
mesh size as the cadend". Thie wae agreed. 

13. It was agreed. to delete the last four words of paragraph 9 and substitute 
"would not be used after thia season". The minutes as altered were agreed. 

14. The Committee considered the draft Report of the First Meeting of the 
~ ~ Committee (Proc. 17) and approved it with the following alterations: 

paragraph l(ii) - after "items" insert 1I10(b) and 1111 
paragraph 3 - delete IIPortuguese vessels" in line 3 and insert "side 

trawlers". Add at the end of line 4 "though they were of 
the type approved by ICNAF". 

paragraph 4 - delete lIarranged" and 'I substitute "raisedll • 

15. It was agreed that a further meeting of the Committee would be arranged 
as soon as possible. 
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Resolution of ad hoc Committee on Trawl Regulation 
regarding Meeh Measurement 

as adopted by Third Plenary Session (Proc. 25) 

The Committee 

recommend 

(i) that as a temporary arrangement until the time of the 17th Annual 
Meeting, the Commission approve the ICES gauge and the simple 
gauge described in the Redbook for 1964, Part III. page 145. as 
alternatives to the ICNAF gauge for the purpose of the recommend­
ation now in force in Subarea 5 and any other recommendation which 
may come into force in other subareas; 

(ii) (al that the method of use of the ICES gauge shall be the same 
mutatis mutandis as that laid down for the ICNAF gauge but 
under an applied pressure of 8.8 lbs.; 

(b) that the method of use of the simple gauge shall be that the gauge 
must pass easily through the meshes when wet after use. 

(iii) that the Commission reaffirms the approval of the mesh size 
equivalents set out in the Annual Proceedings Vol. 14, page 17: and 

(iv) that a Working Group in which all member countries may participate 
if they 80 wish, should be set up to study the "'Yllole question of mesh 
definition and method of measurement in the light of further discus­
sion in NEAFC of international inspection arrangements with a view 
to further consideration being given at the 17th Annual Meeting to 
the question of adopting a single gauge of uniform application; 

(v) that arrangements be made for a meeting of the Working Group in 
London immediately after the Special Meeting of NEAFC in 
November 1966. 
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Proceedings No. 22 

1. The Chairman, Mr T. Fulham (USA). opened the meeting. Commis-
sioners and advisers from all member countries were present. 

2. The Reports of the Second (Proc. 11) and Third (Proc. 16) Meetings of 
Commissioners were read and adopted with minor changes. 

3. Commiesioners agreed that the ad hoc Committee on Trawl Regulation 
should pre.ent ita reports covering Plenary Item 11, Eliminating Obstacle s to 
Commission Proposals. and 16. Internationallnspection, directly to the 
Plenary rather than to a Meeting of Commie.ioners from which these Items 
had been referred. 

4. The meeting adjourned at 1750 hr. 
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Report of Fourth Meetina of Standing Committee on Finance and Administration 

Frlday, 10 June, 1830 hr. 

1. The Chairman, Mr Green (USA), opened the meeting. All member 
countries were represented. 

Z. The as rt of the Third Meatin of the Standin Committee on Finance 
andAdrninlatration(Proc.l ), propo.ing 19667 appropriations of 87,010 
from ContractinlJ Governments &Ad $2,000 from the Working Capital Fund and 
1967/68 appropriation •• f $91 t 221 from Contracting Governments waa approved 
for recommendation to the Plenary. 

3. The meeting adjourned at 1850 hr. 
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Report of Fifth Meeting of ad hoc Committee on Trawl Regulation 

Friday, 10 June, 1900 hr. 

1. The Chairman, Mr Aglen (UK), called the meeting to order with repre-
sentatives from all member countries present. 

2. The Chairman drew attention to the need for amendments to the Com-
mission's pending 1961 and 1965 recommendations regarding trawl regulations 
in view of the recommendation by Panel 1 (Proc.2) that a minimum mesh size 
for trawl codends of 130 mm (manila) be introduced in Subarea 1. 

3. Following discussion, recommendations (Appendix I) for amendments 
to the pending 1961 and 1965 ICNAF trawl regulation. were accepted 'by the 
Committee for presentation to the Plenary. 

4. The meeting adjourned at 1925 hr. 
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Appendix I 

Recommendationll from ad hoc Committee on Trawl Regulation for amendments 
to pending 1961 and 1965trawl regulations for Subarea 1 a8 adopted by the 

Third Plenary Se •• ion (Proc. 25) 

A. The Commission 

recommends 

that, a8 from 1st June 1967, or the date on which the recommendation 
for Subarea. 1. 2. and 3 (Ann.Proc.1961, Vol. 11. p.IS) cornea into 
force. whichever date ia later, paragraph 1 of the recommendation be 
amended by striking out the worda "in Subareas I, Z and 3 11 and by 
striking out the worda "lel8 than 114 mm. or 4 liz inchea". and 
inserting in place of the latter the words "Ie •• than 130 mm. or 5 1/8 
inches in Subarea •• or 1e.8 than 114 mm. or 4 liz inches in Subareas 
Z and 3"; the Cammill.ion further 

recommends 

that references in the said recommendation to 114 mm. or 4 l/Z 
inches wherever they occur shall be interpreted accordingly. 

B. The Commission 

r ecornrnends 

that as from 1st June 1967, or the date on which the reconunendation 
for Subarea 1 (Ann. Proc. 1965, Vo1.1S, p.17) comes into force, 
whichever date ill later, paragraph 1 of the reconunendation shall be 
amended by striking out the words "114 rnm. or 4 l/Z inches" and 
inserting the words "130 mm. or 5 1/8 inches". 
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ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1966 

Report of Third Plenary Session 

Friday, 10 June, 1800 hr., 1855 hr., 1930 hr. 

1. The Chairman, Mr T. Fulham (USA), opened the meeting with repre· 
sentatives from all member countries and observers present. 

2. Under Plenary Item 20, Report of the Standing Committee on Research 
and Statistics, Dr W. Templeman (CanaCla), Chairman of the Committee, pre· 
sented the Report with corrigenda, addenda and appendices. Following dis­
cussion, it was agreed that the approved full report of the ICES/ICNAF 
Working Part} on North Atlantic Salmon should be distributed as a 1966 Annual 
Meeting Research Document to meeting participants. The Plenary accepted, 
unanimously, the complete Report of the Standing Committee. The Chairman 
of the Commission thanked Dr Templeman and the scientists for their fine 
work. 

3. The Chairman referred to the Reports of the First (Proc. 9). Second 
(Proc. 11). Third (Proc.16) and Fourth (Proc. 22) Meetings of Commissioners 
which had considered Plenary Item 10. Status of Proposals, 15, Exchange of 
Inspection Teams, 17, Possible Conservation Actions, 18. Harp and Hood 
Seals, and 19, Fishing and Navigational Practices. The Reports were ac· 
cepted unanimously. 

4. Under Plenary Item, Harp and Hood Seals, the Plenary approved the 
Report of a SpeCial Plenary Session (Proe.IS) which established Panel 'A' 
with Canada, Denmark and Norway as members to deal with the harp and hood 
seal problem. 

5. Under Plenary Item 22. Reports of Panels, the Chairman referred to 
Plenary Item 18, Harp and Hood Seala. and asked for consideration of the 
Report of Panel A (Proc.I2), the recently formed harp and hood seal panel. 
The Report was received and approved by Plenary. 

6. Under Plenary Item 23. Reports by Commission Observers. the 
Executive Secretary referred the Plenary to the written reports of the Com­
mission'S observers to meetings of INPFC, NEAFC, ICES. FAO. IOC. SCOR. 
as presented in the Research and Commissioners' Document series. 

7. The Chairman's proposal that the Plenary recess in order that the 
Standing Committee on Finance and Administration could meet and consider its 
report for presentation to Plenary was accepted. Plenary recessed at 1825 hr. 

8. The Third Plenary Session was reconvened at 1855 hr. Under Plenary 
Item 21, Report of Standing Committee on Finance and Adzninistration, Mr 
Green (USA), Chairman of the Committee, presented the Reports of the First 
(Proc.IO). Second (Proc.14). ~ (Proc.18) and Fourth (Proc. 23) Meetings 
of the Standing Committee on Finance and Administration. The Plenary re­
viewed the Working Capital Fund and noted the balance as presented by the 
Chairman of the Standing Committee. The proposed 1966/67 and 1967/68 
financial items were then reviewed. The Reports were received and approved 
unanimously by the Plenary. 

(over) 
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9. The Plenary agreed to recess at 1900 hr. to allow the ad hoc Commit-tee on Trawl Regulation to consider its Report for Plenary. 

10. The Third Plenary Session was reconvened at 1930 hr. I'he Chairman then requested consideration of Reports of the First (Proe.I7), Second (Proe. 19), Third (Proe. 20). Fourth (Proe. 21) and Fifth (Froe. 24) Meetings of the ad hoc Cornm.ittee on Tra~ulation. The Chairman of the ad hoc Committee, Mr Aglen (OR), referred to the four matters presented to the ~mittee for resolution. 

The first matter involved Plenary Item 12. Infringements to Trawl Regulations, which was considered at the First Meeting of the ad hoc Commit­tee (Proe. 17). 

The second matter included Plenary Items IO(b), 11 and 13{a) (b), 
Codend Protection. Here, Mr Aglen pointed out that approval by the Commis­sion of the Polish type chafer recommended by the Second Meeting of the ad hoc Committee (Proc.l9) would result in withdrawal of reservations to proposed Commission regulations affecting topside chafing gear in use on stern trawlers by Poland, USSR and UK and permit early ratification of pending trawl regu­lations. 

The third matter included Plenary Items 14. Mesh Measuring, and 16. International Inspection. Mr Aglen pointed out the importance of mesh definition and methods of measurement in international inspection arrangements and drew attention to the Committee I s recommendation to the Commission regarding mesh measurement (Appendix I to Froc. Zl). The Chairman of the Commission called for resolution of the draft recommendation. Following discussion. the following amendm.entB were agreed to: 

(1) remove the square brackets in paragraphs (0 and (v) (a) 
(Z) insert after Ilarrangementsil in paragraph (i) line 1 lIuntil the time 

of the 17th Annual Meeting" 
(3) renumber paragraph (v) to paragraph (ii) 
(4) add IIbutll after IIfor the ICNAF gauge ll in line 3 of new paragraph 

(ii) (a) 
(5) add IIby the Executive Secretary'l after IImade ll in line 1 of new 

paragraph (v). 

The fourth matter is a recommendation to the Commission from the Fifth Meeting of the ad hoc Committee on Trawl Regulation (Appendix I to Proe. Z4) detailing pending tra-;:I" regulations due to the new 130 mrn. (5 1/8 inch) minimum mesh size for trawls as proposed for Subarea 1 by Panel 1 (Proe. Z). Following discussion, it was agreed to delete all after 115 1/8 inches II in para­graph B of the recommendation. 

The Plenary adopted unanimously the Reports of the five meetings and the recommendations of the ad hoc Committee as amended above. The Chair­man of the Commission conveyed the Commission IS thanks to Mr Aglen and the member s of the ad hoc Committee for their excellent work. 

11. The Plenary agreed that a simpler codification of the Commissionls trawl regulations should be an item for the agenda of the 17th Annual Meeting and welcomed the proposal of the United States to present a paper for the item. 

lZ. Under Plenary Item Z4, Commission observers, it was agreed that the Chairman of the Commission and the Executive Secretary should make any 
appointments necessary. 
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13. Under Plenary Item 25, Other Business. the Observer for Japan, Mr 
U."himura. expressed the appreciation of his country for the invitation to attend 
u· .. meeting and congratulated the Commission on its valuable work. The 
Chairman then thanked the Government of Spain for its good facilities and ex­
cellent hoapitality and congratulated the meeting participants and observer 8 

for their contributions to the succe s s of the meeting. 

14. The Sixteenth Annual Meeting of the Commission adjourned at 2030 hr. 
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